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’T'  O  characters  are  more  confpicuous  in 
Hiftory,  or  excite  greater  admiration 
in  the  generality  of  readers,  than 
thofe  of  celebrated  W arriours  and  Conquerors : 
we  fuppofe  them  to  partake  of  a  nature  more 
than  human  ;  we  deck  their  ftatues  and  pic¬ 
tures  with  Laurel ;  and  we  dignify  them  with 
the  name  of  Great ;  though,  perhaps,  if  they 
were  dripped  of  their  bright  arms,  and  de- 
vefted  of  their  pompous  titles,  we  fhould  find 
molt  of  them  to  be  the  meaneft  and  bafeft  of 
mankind.  This  infatuation  arifes,  partly  from 
the  deplorable  fervility  of  our  minds,  and  our 
mefs  to  kifs  the  foot  which  tramples  on 
partly  from  our  afcribing  to  the  fuperiour 
nd  abilities  of  One  Man  that  fuccefs, 
in  which  chance  or  treachery  have  often  a  com 
fiderable  (hare,  and  which  could  never  be  ob¬ 
tained  without  the  united  effort  of  a  multitude  ; 
and  partly  from  our  fniftaking  the  nature  of 
true  Virtue,  which  confiffs,  not  in  deftroying 
our  fellow-creatures,  but  in  protecting  them, 
not  in  feizing  their  property,  but  in  defending 
their  rights  and  liberties  even  at  the  hazard  of 

[a] 


eagerneis  to 

US  ; 

force 
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#ur  own  fafety.  Many  Roman  Generals,  who 
had  neither  valour  nor  prudence  to  recommend 
them,  have  procured  the  honour  of  a  Triumph 
for  victories  gained  by  their  officers  \  and  Cicero , 
in  his  fpeech  for  Marcellus ,  ventured  to  depre¬ 
ciate  the  glory  of  Ccefar  himfelf,  by  affertmg, 
that  a  commander  receives,  no  [mall  affiance  from 
the  courage  of  his  men ,  the  advantage  of  his 
fituation ,  the  ftrength  of  his  allies ,  and  the  plenty 
of  his  provifwns  :  but  Fortune ,  he  adds,  claims 
the  great  eft  praife  in  every  profperous  achieve¬ 
ment ,  as  military  aclions  owe  their  chief  fuccefs 
to  her  favour 

Power  is  always  odious,  always  to  be  fuf- 
pedted,  when  it  refides  in  the  hands  of  an 
individual ;  and  a  free  people  will  never  fuffer 
any  Angle  man  to  be  more  powerful  than  the 
Laws,  which  themfelves  have  enadted  or  con¬ 
firmed  :  but  no  kind  of  power  is  more  licen- 
tioufly  infolent  than  that,  which  is  fupported 
by  force  of  arms.  It  was  this,  which  enabled 
Marius  and  Sylla  to  drench  the  fireets  of  Rome 
with  the  blood  of  her  moft  virtuous  citizens ; 
a  confcioufnefs  of  fuperiour  force  gave  Ceejar 
fpirits  to  pals  the  Rubicon ,  and  opprefs  the 


*  Bellicas  laudes  folent  quidam  exteauare  verbis,  eafque 
detrahere  ducibus,  communicare  cum  militibus,  ne  propria 
tint  imperatorum  ;  et  certe  in  armis  militum  virtus,  locorum 
epportunitas,  auxilia  fociorum,  claffes,  commeatus,  multum 
juvant :  maximam  ver©  partem  quafi  iuo  jure  Fortuna  fibi 
vindicat,  et  quidquid  elt  profpere  gejtum,  id  pcene  cmne 
clack  faum.  Pro  Marcel,  z . 
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liberty  of  his  country,  which  the  profligate 
Tyrant  OSlavius  finally  extinguished  with  the 
lame  deteftable  inftrument :  and  the  infatiable 
avarice  of  Princes,  joined  to  the  pride  of  con- 
queft  and  the  love  of  dominion,  has  filled  the 
world  with  terrour  and  mifery,  from  Sefojiris 
who  invaded  Africk  and  Europe,  to  the  three 
mighty  potentates,  who  are  ravaging  Poland. 
How  much  more  Splendid  would  their  glory 
have  been,  if,  in  Head  of  railing  their  fame  on 
the  fubverfion  of  kingdoms,  they  had  applied 
their  whole  thoughts  to  the  patronage  of  arts, 
fcience,  letters,  agriculture,  trade ;  had  macie 
their  nations  illuftrious  in  wifdom,  extenfive  in 
commerce,  eminent  in  riches,  firm  in  virtue, 
happy  in  freedom  ;  and  had  chofen  rather  to 
be  the  Benefactors,  than  the  Deftroyers,  of  the 
human  fpecies ! 


Thefe  fentiments,  which,  as  nothing  can 
prevent  my  entertaining  them,  fo  nothing  Piatt 
prevent  my  exprefling  as  forcibly  as  I  am  able, 
were  fufficient  to  have  deterred  me  from  ever 
attempting  to  write  'The  Lije  of  a  Conqueror ; 
unlefs  it  had  been  for  the  fake  of  expofing  a 
character  of  all  others  the  mofc  infamoufly 
wicked,  and  of  displaying  the  charms  of  liberty 
by  Showing  the  edioufnefs  of  tyranny  and  op- 
preflion  :  but  a  circumftance,  which  it  will  be 
proper  to  relate  from  the  beginning,  induced 
me  to  depart  from  my  refolution,  and  hurried 
me  from  the  contemplation  of  civil  and  pacifick 

a  2]  virtues 
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virtues  to  the  more  dazzling,  bat  lefs  pleafing, 
fcenes  of  victories  and  triumphs. 

A  great  northern  monarch,  who  vifited  this 
country  a  few  years  ago,  under  the  name  of 
the  Prince  of  Travendal ,  brought  with  him  an 
Eajlerh  manufcript ,  containing  the  life  of  NA¬ 
DER  SHAH,  the  late  Sovereign  of  Ferjia^ 
which  He  was  defirons  of  having  tranfiated  in 
England.  The  Secretary  of  State,  with  whom 
the  Danijh  Minifter  had  converfed  upon  the 
fubjedt,  fent  the  volume  to  me,  requefting  me 
to  give  a  literal  tranflation  of  it  in  the  French 
language  ;  but  1  wholly  declined  the  tafk, 
alledging,  for  my  exeufe,  the  length  of  the 
hooky  the  drynefs  of  the  fit bj eel,  the  difficulty  of 
the  jhky  andy  chiefly ,  my  want  both  of  leifure 
and  ability  to  enter  upon  an  undertaking  fo  fruit- 
lefs  and  fo  laborious.  I  mentioned,  however,  a 
gentleman,  with  whom  !  had  not  then  the 
pleafure  of  being  acquainted,  but  who  had 
diftinguifhed  hnnfelf  by  his  tranflation  of  a 
Ter  fan  Hiftory,  and  was  far  abler  than  myfelf 
to  fatisfy  the  King  of  Denmark’s  expectations. 
The  learned  writer,  who  had  other  works 
upon  his .  hands,  excufed  himfelf  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  many  engagements ;  and  the 
■  application  to  me  was  renewed  :  it  was  hinted, 
that  my  compliance  would  be  of  no  fmall  ad¬ 
vantage  to  me  at  my  entrance  into  life,  that  it 
would  procure  me  fome  mark  of  diftindtion, 
which  might  be  pleafing  to  me,  and,  above 

all, 
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3fl  , 

all,  that  it  would  be  a  reflection  upon  this  country , 
if  the  King  fhould  be  obliged  to  carry  the  manu- 
fcript  into  France.  Incited  by  thefe  motives, 
and  principally  by  the  laft  of  them,  unwilling 
to  be  thought  churl ifh  or  morofe,  and  eager 
for  the  bubble  Reputation,  I  undertook  the 
work,  and  fent  a  fpecimen  of  it  to  his  Danifti 
Majefty  ;  who  returned  his  approbation  of  the 
ftyle  and  method,  but  defired,  that  the  whole 
tranflation  might  be  perfectly  liter  ah  and  the 
Oriental  images  accurately  preferred.  The  talk 
would  have  been  far  eafier  to  me,  had  I  been 
directed  to  finidi  it  in  Latin ;  for  the  acqui- 
fition  of  a  French  ftyle  was  infinitely  more 
tedious;  and  it  was  neceffary  to  have  every 
chapter  corrected  by  a  native  of  France,  before 
it  could  be  offered  to  the  difcerning  eye  of  the 
publick  ;  fince  in  every  language  there  are 
certain  peculiarities  of  idiom,  and  nice  fhades 
of  meaning,  which  a  foreigner  can  never  learn 
to  perfection  :  but  the  work,  how  arduous  and 
unpleafing  foever,  was  completed  in  a  year  ; 
not  without  repeated  hints  from  the  Secretary's 
office,  that  it  was  expected  with  great  impatience 
by  the  Court  of  Denmark.  The  tranflation  of 
the  Hifltory' of  NADER  SHAH  was  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  feventeen 
hundred  and  feventy  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
tranflator ;  and  forty  copies  upon  large  paper 


*  Under  the  title  of  Hijlozre  de  Nader  Shab3  tr adult e  du 
Perfanpar  ordre  de  fa  Majefte  k  Roi  de  Dannemark.  4to.  Chez 
P .  Elmjly  dans  le  Strand . 
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were  fent  to  Copenhagen ,  one  of  them,  bound 
with  uncommon  elegance,  for  the  King  himfelf, 
and  the  others,  as  prefents  to  his  Courtiers. 

What  marks  of  diflindlion  I  have  iince  re¬ 
ceived,  and  what  fruits  I  have  reaped  for  my 
labour,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  mention  at 
the  head  oi  a  work,  in  which  1  profefs  to  be 
the  Riftorian  of  others,  and  not  of  myfelf  : 
but  Iince  an  ad’vertife merit  has  appeared  on  this 
iubjedt  in  the  publick  papers,  which  is  noto- 
rioufly  falfe  in  every  article,  and  caffs  a  moil 
ninja  if  refection  upon  an  amiable  monarch,  it 
feems  a  duty  impofed  upon  me  by  the  laws  of 
juftice  and  gratitude,  to  print  at.  the  end  of 
this  Volume  the  honourable  teftimony  of  re¬ 
gard,  which  his  Majefty  Chrijiian  VTT.  fent 
pubhckly  to  London,  a  few  months  after  He 
had  received  my  work,  together  with  my  letter 
of  thanks  for  fo  fignal  a  token  of  His  favour  ; 
and  1  cannot,  certainly,  be  charged  with  want 
of  refpect  to  the  great  and  illuftrious  Perfonage, 
to  whom  that  royal  Epiftle  is  addreffed,  fince 
it  was  not  fent  in  a  private  manner,  but  openly 
and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  and  a  copy  of 
it  was  even  delivered  to  me,  after  having  palled 
through  feverai  hands.  Nothing  more  remains 
to  be  laid  on  this  fubjedl,  but  that  the  worthy 
and  excellent  man,  who  was  my  foie  guide 
and  advifer  in  this  affair,  and  to  whom  I  opened 
my  thoughts  in  my  familiar  letters  with  the 
utmofi;  franknefSj  having  retired  from  the 
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office  which  he  then  held,  I  am  left  at  perfect 
liberty  to  relate  the  whole  tranfadjon,  without 
a.  poffibility  of  giving  offence  to  any  one  living; 
elpeciaily  fince  I  have  not  fuffered  his  name  to 
be  made  cheap,  by  mentioning  it  in  any  part 
of  the  narrative. 


This  was  the  circumftance,  which  induced 
me,  again  ft  my  inclination,  to  defcribe  the 
Life  of  a  Conqueror ,  and  to  appear  in  publick 
as  an  Author,  before  a  maturity  of  judgement 
had  made  me  lee  the  dangers  of  the  ftep, 
which  I  was  inconfiderately  taking  ;  for,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  if  I  had  refleded  on  the  little  folid  glory 
which  a  man  reaps  from  acquiring  a  name  in 
literature,  on  the  jealoufy  and  envy  which 

*■  t  ■ 

attend  luch  an  acquifidon,  on  the  diftant  re¬ 
fer  ve  which  a  writer  is  fure  to  meet  with  from 
the  generality  of  mankind,  and  on  the  ob- 
ftrudion  which  a  contemplative  habit  gives 
to  our  hopes  of  being,  diftmguifhed  in  adive 
life  5  if  all,  or  any,  of  thefe  refledions  had 
occurred  to  me,  1  fhould  not  have  been  tempted 
by  any  consideration  to  enter  upon  lo  invidious 
and  fo  thanklefs  a  career  :  but,  as  Lully  fays, 
1  Jhould  have  confidered ,  before  I  embarked ,  the 
nature  and  extent  of  my  voyage  ;  now,  fince  the 
fails  are  fpread ,  the  veffel  mufl  take  its  courfe 


*  Sed  ingredientibus  conliderandum  fuit,  quid  ageremus  ; 
nunc  quidemjam,  quocunque  feremur,  dand^i  nimirum  vela 
flint.  Cic.  Qrator  ad  Brut. 
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It  may  perhaps  be  expected,  that  fome 
account  fhould  here  be  given  of  the  Per  flan 
Hiftory,  which  I  was  thus  appointed  to  fend 
abroad  in  an  European  drefs,  with  fome  re¬ 
marks  on  the  veracity  and  merit  of  its  Eailern 
Author ;  but3  before  we  defcend  to  the fe  mi¬ 
nute  particulars,  it  will  not  be  foreign  from 
the  fubjedt  of  the  prefect  publication,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  general  nature  of  HiftoricaL 
compofition,  and  to  offer  the  idea,  rather  of 
what  is  required  from  a  per  feci  Hiflorian ,  than, 
of  what  hitherto  feems  to  have  been  executed 
in  any  age  or  nation. 

t 

CICERO ,  who  was  meditating  an  Hi  (lory 
of  Rome ,  had  eftablifhed  a  let  of  rules  for  the 
conduit  of  his  work,  which  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  Antonius  in  his  treatife  on  the  accom- 
plijhed  Orator ;  where  he  declares  £C  the  bads 
and  ground-work  of  all  Hiftory  to  depend 
upon  thefe  primary  Laws,  that  ,  the  writer 
€C  fhould  not  dare  to  let  down  a  Faiihood,  nor 
-  “  be  deterred  by  fear  from  divulging  an  in- 

J  o  o 

€e  terefting  Truth  ;  and  that  he  fhould  avoid 
€£  any  juft  fufpicion  of  partiality  or  refent- 
*c  ment :  the  edifice,  he  adds,  which  muft  be 
<c  railed  on  this  foundation,  con  fills  of  two 
cc  parts,  the  relation  of  things ,  and  the  words 
*c  in  which  they  are  related  ;  in  the  firft,  the 
C€  Pliftorian  fhould  adhere  to  the  order  of  time, 
€c  and  diverfify  his  narrative  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  countries  ^  and  fince,  in  all  me- 

morable 

^  w  *  • * i  ‘  ^  •  - 


The  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

cr  morable  tranfaftions,  firffc  the  counfels  arc 
££  explained ,  then  the  adts,  and,  laftly,  the 
<c  events,  he  fhould  pronounce  his  own  judge- 
£‘  ment  on  the  merit  of  the  counfels  ;  fhould 
cc  ihow  what  a£ls  enfucd,  and  in  what  manner 
££  they  were  performed  3  and  unfold  the  caujes 
<£  of  all  great  events,  whether  he  imputes  them 
££  to  chance,  or  wifdom,  or  rafhnefs  :  he  fliould 
C£  alfo  defcribe,  not  only  the  actions,  but  the 
££  lives  and  characters,  of  all  the  perfons,  who 
<c  are  eminently  diflinguifhed  in  his  piece;  and, 
£c  as  to  the  words,  fhould  be  mafter  of  a  co- 
cc  pious  and  expanded  ftyle,  flowing  along 
u  with  eafe  and  delicacy,  without  the  rough- 
££  nefs  of  pleadings  at  the  Bar,  or  the  afifeda- 
<£  tation  of  pointed  fentences 


*  Quis  nefcit  primam  die  Hiftoris;  legem,  ne  quid  falft 
dicere  audeat ;  deinde,  ne  quid  veri  non  audeat ;  ne  qua  fuf- 
picio  gratiae  fit  in  fcribendo,  ne  qua  fimultatis  ?  Hsec  fciiicet 
fundamenta  nota  funt  omnibus  :  ip  fa  autem  exasdifieatio  po- 
fitaeft  in  rebus  et  verbis.  Rerum  ratio  ordinem  temporum  de- 
liderat,  regionum  defcriptionem  :  vult  etiam,  quoniam  in  re¬ 
bus  magnis  memoriaque  dignis  confilia  primum,  deinde  a£la , 
poftea.  eventus  expe&antuj*  ;  et  de  confdiis  fignificari  quid 
fcnptor  probet,  et  in  rebus  geftis  declarari,  non  folum  quid 
adfcum  aut  diftum  fit,  fed  etiam  quo  mo  do ;  et,  cum  de  eventu, 
dicatur,  ut  caufae  explicentur  omnes  vel  cafus,  vel  fapientise, 
vei  temeritatis  :  hominumque  ipforum  non  folum  res  geftie, 
fed  etiam,  qui  fama  ac  nomine  excellant,  de  cujufque  vita 
atque  natura.  Ferborum" autem  ratio, .  et  genus  orationis 
fufmn  atque  trachim,  et  cum  lenitate  quadam  aequabili  pro- 
fiuens,  fine  hac  judicial!  afperitate,  et  line  fententiarum  fo^ 
Ternium.  aculeis,  perfequendum  eft.  DeOrat.  Lib.  II.  55. 
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If  we  form  our  idea  of  a  complete  Hijlorian 
from  thefe  rules,  we  fhall  prefen tly  perceive 
the  reafon,  why  no  writer,  ancient  or  modern, 
has  been  able  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  character  5  which  includes  in  it  the 
perfection  of  almoft  every  virtue  and  every 
noble  accomplishment,  -an  unbiafied  integrity, 
a  comprehenfive  view  of  nature,  an  exadt 
knowledge  of  men  and  manners,  a  mind  ftored 
with  free  and  generous  principles,  a  penetrating 
iagacity,  a  fine  tafte  and  copious  eloquence  : 
a  perfedt  Hiftorian  mu  ft  know  many  languages, 
many  arts,  many  fciences  3  and,  that  he  may 
not  be  reduced  to  borrow  his  materials  wholly 
from  other  men,  he  muft  have  acquired  the 
height  of  political  wifdom,  by  long  experience 
in  the  great  affairs  of  his  country,  both  in 
peace  and  war.  There  never  was,  perhaps, 
any  fuch  character ;  and,  perhaps,  there  never 
will  be  :  but  in  every  art  and  fcience  there  are 
certain  ideas  of  perfection,  to  which  the  works  of 
human  genius  are  continually  tending,  though, 
like  the  Logarithmick  Spiral,  they  will  never  meet 
the  point  to  which  they  are  infinitely  approach¬ 
ing.  Cicero  himfelf,  had  he  found  leifure  to 
accomplifh  his  defign,  though  he  would  have 
anfwered  his  own  idea  in  molt  refpedts,  would 
have  been  juftly  liable  to  the  fufpicion  of  an 
illiberal  bias  in  relating  the  hiftory  of  his  own 
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The  very  foul  and  effence  of  Hiftory.,  is 
Truth,  without  which  it  can  preferve  neither 
its  name  nor  its  nature,  and  with  which  the 
mod:  indifferent  circumftances  in  a  barren  chro¬ 
nicle  are  more  interesting  to  a  fenfible  reader, 
than  the  greateft  events,  how  copioufly\  or 
elegantly  foever  they  may  be  defcribed,  in  a 
romance  or  a  legend  :  yet  it  is  ftrange,  that, 
of  fo  many  Hiltories,  ancient  or  modern,  Euro¬ 
pean  or  Afiatick,  there  fhould  be  fo  few,  which 
we  can  read  without  afking  in  almoft  every 
page,  Is  this  true  ? 

Hiftory,  in  its  original  date,  was,  proba¬ 
bly  nothing  more  than  the  bare  relation  of 
pub-lick  events,,  which  were  digefied  in  the 
form  of  Annals,  like  the  life  of  Tully  by  Fa- 
bricius  :  we  are  allured  that  this  was  the  cafe 
in  old  Rome  *  ;  and  it  feems,  indeed,  in  all 
ages,  to  be  the  wife  ft,  as  well  as  the  mod 
ufeful,  method  of  writing  hiftory,  unlefs  the 
fads  were  more  diligently  examined  and  more 
fairly  reprefen  ted,  than  they  appear  to  be  in 
moil  productions  of  this  nature.  Among  the 
Greeks,  Pherecydes,  Hellanicus,  Epimenides, 
and  among  the  Latins,  Cato,  Pictor,  Pifo,  are 
faid  to  have  written  without  affedting  any  orna¬ 
ment,  or  aiming  at  any  other  merit  than  that  of 
a  nervous  brevity,  HERODOTUS  lent  abroad 

i*  i  i 

*  Omnia  ea  ex  commentariis  Regis  pontificem  maximum, 
in  album  relata,’  propbnere  in  publico  jubet.’  Liu,  I.  32. 
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his  nine  books  with  the  advantage  of  a  more 
polifhed  drefs  :  there  is  a  noble  fimplicity  in 
his  didion,  to  which  the  open  vowels  of  the 
lonick  dialed:  greatly  contribute,  and  many  of 
his  narratives  are  extremely  pleaflng;  but  his 
accounts  pf  the  Perjian  affairs  are  at  lead 
doubtful,  if  not  fabulous  ;  and  he  followed 
his  Egyptian  guides  with  an  implicit  confi¬ 
dence,  not  fcrupling  to  relate  a  number  of 
fads,  which  he  could  never  have  verified,  if 
he  thought  they  would  improve  the  manners, 
or  gratify  the  curiofity,  of  his  own  inquifitive 
nation.  THUCYDIDES  added  flronger  nerves 
to  hiftorical  compofition  5  his  fads  are  in  general 
authentick,  his  obfervations  deep  and  faga- 
cious ;  but  his  language  is  abrupt,  obfcure,  and 
iententious,  particularly  in  the  fpeeches,  which, 
though  they  abound  with  wife  maxims  and 
exalted  fentiments,  bear  all  the  marks  of  la¬ 
bour  and  ftiffnefs,  and  have  not  even  the  air 
of  probability,  fince  it  is  impoffible,  that  many 
of  them  could  have  been  comprehended  by  a 
popular  audience.  What  Thucydides  wanted, 
namely,  a  fimple  and  graceful  ftyle,  XENO¬ 
PHON  poliefTed  in  an  eminent  degree :  nothing 
can  equal  the  fweetnefs  and  delicacy  of  his  lan¬ 
guage  •  but  that  fweetnefs  itfelf  is  hardly  con- 
fiftent  with  the  gravity  of  his  fubjed,  and  all 
his  pieces,  if  we  except  that  on  the  Expedition  of 
Cyrus ,  in  which  he  was  perfonally  engaged,  have 
more  livelinefs  of  imagination  than  depth  of 
j lodgement,  and  difplay  more  of  the  fcholar 
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and  moral! (1 3  than  of  the  ftatefman  and  orator. 
The  fentirnents  of  Thucydides,  ■  expreffed  in 
the  ftyle  of  Xenophon,  would  have  approached 
very  nearly  to  that  idea  of  perfect  Hiftory, 
which  we  have  juft  delineated  5  but  it  feems 
to  be  wifely  ordained  by  nature,  that  no  Angle 
man  (hall  excel  all  others  in  every  great  ac~ 
co'mplifhment,  left  he  fhould  be  tempted  to 
fancy  himfelf  a  being  of  a  fuperiour  order, 
and  fhould  exert  his  talents  to  the  ruin  of  his 
fellow-creatures.  Of  all  the  Greek  Hiftorians, 
POLYBIUS  was,  perhaps,  the  graveft,  the 
wife  ft,-  and  the  moft  faithful  s  but  his  language 
is  even  harfher  than  that  of  Thucydides  ;  and, 
in  the  few  books  which  remain  of  his  excel¬ 
lent  work,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  difcern  the  tafte 
and  elegance  of  Scipio  and  Ltflius^  by  whom 
he  was  affifted. 

That  forced  and  ftiff  kind  of  writing,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  odious  in  Hiftory, 
was  defignedly  adopted  by  SALLUST \  and 
feems  inexcufable  in  a  man  of  his  rank  and 
knowledge,  who  lived  in  the  very  age  of 
Ctcero  :  the  fame  abruptnefs  and  obfcurity  may 
well  be  pardoned  in  TACITUS ,  who  flou- 
rifhed  when  the  purity  of  the  Roman  language 
had  declined  with  the  Roman  liberty  ;  but  the 
defect  of  his  ftyle  prevents  us  from  confidering 
him  as  a  conlummate  Hiftorian,  though  his 
wifdom  and  penetration  would  other  wife  give 
him  a  juft  claim  to  that  title.  It  is  not  eafy 

to 


The  PREFAC  E. 

.  **  ^  '  I  .  J  ,  m 

to  conceive  what  the  Ancients  mean  by  the 
laffiea  ubertas  of  LI  VY  :  in  many  parts  of  his 
work  he  fhows  great  candour  and  judgement ; 
but  his  language  is  not  remarkable  for  eafe  or 
4  copioufnefs,  and  it  was  below  a  writer  of  his 
genius  to  relate  all  the  fuperftitious  and  incre¬ 
dible  fictions,  which  were  invented  only  to 
pleafe  the  people  of  Rome,  by  afcribing  the 
foundation  and  fupport  of  their  City  to  the 
interpofttion  of  the  Gods. 

The  writers  of  Lives,  as  Plutarch  and 
Nepos,  belong  to  a  different  clafs :  Diodorus 
the  Sicilian ,  and  Dionyjhis  of  Halicarnaffits , 
were  rather  fcholars  and  antiquaries,  than 
matters  of  political  knowledge ;  and  the  later 
Greek  Hiftorians,  Apfian,  Dio ,  Herodian,  and 
the  reft,  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  ftand  the 
teft  of  Cicero’s  rules,  by  which  even  Thucy¬ 
dides  and  Polybius  have  been  declared  imper¬ 
fect:.  It  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  a  pre¬ 
fatory  difcourfe,  if  we  attempted  to  examine 
by  thefe  laws  the  many  Hiftorians,  who  have 
related  the  affairs  of  their  refpective  dates,  in 
the  various  dialeCts  of  modern  Europe,  Italian 
or  Spanifld ,  French  or  Englijh :  fome  of  them 
are  grave  and  judicious,  fome  bold  and  im¬ 
partial,  others  polifhed  and  elegant ;  but  none 
of  them  feem  to  have  poffeffed  all  thofe  qua¬ 
lities,  a  perfect  union  of  which  is  required  in 
the  sdiaraCter  of  a  finifhed  Hiftorian. 
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The  Hiftoryof  Florence  by  MACHIAVEL- 
LI,  how  beautifully  foever  it  may  be  written, 
muft  neceffarily  be  liable  to  fufpicion  from  the 
known  principles  of  its  Author ;  and  the  work 
of  GUICCIARDINI,  who  bore  an  eminent 
part  in  the  actions  which  he  relates,  is  not, 
I  believe,  confidered  by  the  Italians  themfelves 
as  a  model  of  fine  writing. 

M.  DE  VOLTAIRE  feems  to  bear  away  the 
palm  of  Hiflory  among  the  French  :  his  ftyle 
is  lively  and  fpirited,  his  deferiptions,  animated 
and  ftriking,  his  remarks,  always  ingenious, 
often  deep;  and,  if  fome  trifling  errours  are 
difeovered  in  his  writings,  we  are  willing  to 
excufe  them,  when  we  refledt,  that  he  is  not 
only  the  belt  Hiftorian,  but  the  fineft  Poet  alio, 
and  the  greateft  Wit,  of  his  nation.  Pie  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  unjuftly  charged  with  embellifhing 
his  pieces  at  the  expenfe  of  Truth,  and  with 
relating  fadts  which  he  had  not  examined  : 
this  may,  perhaps,  be  the  cafe  in  one  or  two 
in  fiances  ;  but  his  Life  of  Charles  the  Twelfth 
gains  frefh  credit  every  day,  and  his  account 
of  Peter  the  Great  was  extradled  from  the  moft 
authentick  materials :  it  was,  indeed,  the  ne« 
ceifary  fate  of  any  author,  who  fhould  write 
the  lives  and  adventures  of  thole  two  Angular 
Princes,  to  pafs  rather  for  the  compiler  of 
fables,  than  for  the  relater  of  real  events,  till 
time  fhould  confirm  the  truth  of  the  adtions 
recorded  by  him.  It  may  be  thought  arro¬ 
gant; 


The  PREFACE. 

gant  in  a  foreigner,  to  criticife  fo  great  a  writer 
in  the  article  of  ftvle  and  language  5  but  it 
feems  to  me,  that  his  periods  are  not  fuffici- 
ently  expanded :  he  describes  a  battle,  and  diff 
courfes  on  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  in  the  di&ion 
of  an  Effay ;  and  frequently  huddles  the  mod 
important  remarks  into  the  compafs  of  a  fhort 
fentence  ;  fo  that  the  perpetual  return  of  the 
full  paufe  makes  his  language  often  dry,  abrupt, 
and  difficult  to  be  read  aloud  without  a  fatiguing 
monotony.  There  are  as  many  different  kinds 
of  ftyle,  as  there  are  different  fubjedts  :  that 
of  an  effay  fhould  be  light  and  elegant ;  of  a 
letter,  lively  and  familiar  5  of  an  oration,  co¬ 
pious  and  date  ;  of  a  moral  difcourfe,  grave 
and  folemn  ;  but  that  of  an  hiftory  ought  to 
be  fmooth3  flowing,  and  natural,  without  any 
graces  but  perfpicuity  ;  yet  moft  authors  form 
a  way  of  writing  peculiar  to  their  own  tafte 
and  genius,  which  they  ufe  indifferently  on  all 
occafions ;  thus  Voltaire  is  equally  gay,  equally 
poliffied,  whether  h'e  writes  upon  Hiftory,  Cri- 
ticifm,  or  Phiiofophy.  His  diftinguiffiing  ex¬ 
cellence  is  Wit ;  which,  however,  fometimes 
gets  the  better  of  his  judgement.  Wit  is  never 
difplayed  to  advantage,  but  in  its  proper  place  : 
it  has  often  a  great  effect  in  controverfy ;  it 
may  even  be  admitted  into  an  effay  ;  it  is  the 
charm  of  converfation,  when  it  riles  naturally 
from  the  fubjedt,  without  teeming  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  :  but  it  fhould  be  wholly  baniffied  from 
hiftorical  compofition,  and  folemn  fpeeches ; 
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iince  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  to 
difcufs  the  weighty  points  of  legiflation  and 
politicks  in  a  firing  of  conceits  and  allulions.  It 
lifted  the  P.oman  Orator's  purpofe,  in  hisdefenle 
of  Mnrcena ,  to  make  the  judges  merry  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  accufer,  Cato  3  whole  Stoical 
principles  he  rallies  with  infinite  humour  5  but 
we  meet  with  no  examples  of  this  kind  in  the 
Cahlindrmn  or  Pbilippick  Orations,  when  no¬ 
thing  lefs  was  concerned,  than  the  deftinv 
of  the  whole  Empire  :  thus  in  the  relation 
tion  of  common  occurrences,  if  they  happen 
to  be  of  a  ludicrous  nature,  there  cannot  be 
too  much  brilliancy  and  liveiinefs  ;  but  humour 
fhould  no  more  find  its  way  into  an  biftoncal 
piece,  than  into  an  heroick  poem  ;  and  a  11  our 
veneration  for  the  genius  of  Milton  will  not 
make  us  excufe  the  impertinence  of  his  jokes 
in  his  battle  of  the  angels.  I  dwell  the  longer 
on  the  abfurd  ity  of  ill-placed  Wit ,  becaufe  all 
the  works  of  Voltaire  are  tinftured  with  it  * ; 
and  he  cannot  give  an  abftradt  of  the  New¬ 
tonian  phiiofophy,  without  mterfperfine  it  with 
ftrokes  of  humour.  On  the  whole,  however, 
Voltaire  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  writers  in 


*  Kis  Hiftories  abound  with  fuch  turns  as  thefe  :  tandis 
its  M of c suites  fc  plaignaient  a  St.  Nicola. t  de  leur  defaite , 
Charles  fai fait,  rendrs  graces  a  Diet/ ,  et  fe  preparait  a  ds  nowvelUs 
‘ vidloires .  His  Elements  of  Phiiofophy  are  introduced  with  a 
number  of  humorous  diiTertations,  the  firft  of  which  begins 
with  this  fentence,  Platon  rtuait  beau  coup,  et  on  na  pas  mm  ns 
re  ye  depuss ,  Sc  c.  but  Plato  did  not  write  upon  Ideas  in  a -trip¬ 
ping  flyle  full  of  points  "arid  an  tithe  fes. 
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the  world,  and  has  brought  his  native  lan¬ 
guage  to  the  greateft  elegance,  which  it  feems 
capable  of  receiving. 

The  Englifh  hiftorians  are  not  to  be  read 
without  caution  :  CLARENDON  himfelf  is 
often  liable  to  exception  both  in  ientiment  and 
ftyle ;  and  our  language,  indeed,  was  never 
entirely  polifhed  till  the  prefent  century.  I 
avoid  touching  upon  the  works  of  living  au¬ 
thors  ;  left,  in  my  very  preface,  I  Ihould  vio¬ 
late  a  fundamental  law  of  Hiftory,  by  incur¬ 
ring  the  fufpicion  of  prejudice  for  a  particular 
nation,  or  affedtion  for  particular  men  ;  but 
another  law  obliges  me  to  declare,  that  there 
are  hiftorians  now  in  Britain,  whofe  writings 
have  fufficiently  proved,  that  if  their  lubjedts 
were  equal  to  their  talents,  they  would  be  able 
to  conteft  the  merit  of  veracity,  judgement, 
and  elegance  with  the  Ancients  themfelves. 
That  perfedt  liberty,  which  forms  the  very 
eftence  of  our  conftitution,  makes  it  unnecef- 
fary  for  an  Englifh  hiftorian  to  flatter  any  po¬ 
tentate  or  ftatefrnan  upon  earth  3  and  our  lan¬ 
guage,  though  inferiour  to  the  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
ma?! ,  will  not  yield  the  prize  of  energy,  variety, 
and  copioufnefs,  to  any  modern  idiom  what¬ 
ever. 

If  all  the  hiflories  of  Europe  are  deficient 
in  one  or  other  of  the  articles,  to  which  we 
may  reduce  the  rules  of  Cicero,  we  cannot 
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hope  to  find  this  ideal  perfection  in  the  nu¬ 
merous  compilations,  with  which  the  world  has 
been  peftered  lince  the  revival  of  letters,  and 
for  which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  our  neighs 
bours,  the  French.  Thofe  who  judge  the 
moft  favourably  of  thefe  works,  muft  allow 
them  at  leafl:  to  be  ufelefs  ;  for  to  what  purpofe 
are  fo  many  of  our  years  (pent  in  ftudying  the 
languages  of  old  Greece  and  Rome,  unlefs  it 
be  to  read  the  ancient  eompofltions  in  their 
original  beauty,  and  to  draw  our  knowledge 
from  thofe  fources,  whence  all  modern  learning 
was  derived  ?  It  were  happy,  if  nothing  could 
be  objefted  to  thefe  elaborate  volumes,  but 
their  inutility  $  they  deferve,  I  fear,  an  heavier 
cenfure  ;  fxnce  it  is  certain,  that  they  help  to 
multiply  errours,  and  abound  in  fables,  which 
the  wifefl:  of  the  Ancients  would  have  exploded, 
and  many  of  which  they  really  did  explode, 
when  they  were  poured  into  Greece  through 
the  ftrainers  of  the  Egyptians.  It  is  agreed  by 
all  writers,  that  nothing  can  be  fo  raff:,  nothing 
fo  far  removed  from  the  dignity  of  a  wife  man , 
as  either  to  profefs  what  is  falfe ,  or  to  affert  what 
has  not  been  fufjkiently  examined  by  him  *  :  yet 
one  would  think,  that  the  very  reverfe  of  this 
was  eflablflhed  as  a  maxim  by  thofe,  who  fit 


*  Quid  tam  temerarium,  tamque  indignum  fapientis  gra¬ 
vitate  atque  conftantia,  quam  aut  falfum  fentire,  aut  quod 
non  Tatis  explorate  perceptum  fit  et  cognitum  line  ulla  du- 
bitatione  defendere  ?  GY.  de  Nat.  Deor. 

[b  2]  down 
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down  to  compofe  the  hiftory  of  ancient  Em¬ 
pires.  At  fir  ft  one  is  apt  to  fufpecft,  that  thefe 
compilers  are  a  fet  of  Wits,  who  agree  among 
themfclves  to  impofe  upon  the  common  fenfe 
of  mankind  :  fome  of  them  tell  us,  that  the 
Ariftopkili  were  a  people  of  the  higher  AJia  3 
fame  place  Laofthenes  and  Amyntas  among  the 
Kings  of  Ajjyria 3  and  others  allure  us,  with 
a  provoking  foiemnity,  that  Cyrus ,  before  a 
certain  battle,  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fing  an 
Elymn  to  Caftor  and  Pollux  3  as  if  the  AJJyrians 
were  acquainted  with  Greek  names,  or  the 
Perfians  with  Grecian  deities  3  a  multitude  of 
thefe  ridiculous  blunders  occur  in  almoft  every 
page  of  our  pretended  ancient  Hijlories  3  but 
on  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  thefe 
writers,  we  difcover  them  to  be  any  thing 
rather  than  Wits,  and  find  that  their  ignorance 
can  be  iurpaffed  only  by  their  dullnefs.  The 
truth  is,  to  write  an  hiftory,  and  to  repeat 
what  others  have  written,  are  talks  of  a  very 
different  nature  :  we  might  find  many  Rollins 
in  every  hamlet  3  but  nature  produces  only  a 
iingle  ‘Tacitus  in  a  courfe  of  ages.  We  have 
already  fhown  what  a  number  of  rare  talents 
are  required  in  an  hiftorian  3  but  a  compiler 
may  fucceed  to  his  beft  wifhes,  if  he  have  but 
tolerable  eyes,  and  a  great  (hare  of  patience, 
and,  above  all,  if  he  be  fortunate  enough  to 
be  endued  with  a  total  want  of  judgement  and 
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Whatever  errours  may  have  been  multiplied 
in  ancient  hi  (lory  by  the  folly  or  credulity  of 
forne  authors  it  is  certain,  that  the  malice  or 
flattery  of  others  has  introduced  as  many  into 
the  modern.  A  volume  might  be  filled  with 
the  contemptible  miftakes  or  wilful  mifre- 
prelentations  of  fads,  which  abound  in  the 
hijlory  of  Europe  for  the  two  laft  centuries. 
Let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  AJia :  what  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  improbable  (lories  have  been  fpread 
over  our  part  of  the  world,  concerning  the 
manners,  the  laws,  the  religion  of  the  Maho - 
me  dam  !  Euthymius  accufes  them  of  adoring 
the  morning  far  under  the  name  of  Cobar  ♦ 
which  is  a  palpable  lie,  arifing  from  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  writer,  who  heard  the  criers  on 
the  mofques  calling  the  people  to  morning 
prayers  by  the  words  Allah  Acbar ,  or  GOD 
is  the  mojl  High ,  Such  a  calumny  may  be 
pardoned  in  fo  obfcure  an  author,  whofe  credit 
cannot  miflead  many  readers  ;  but  a  fcholar, 
and  man  of  the  world,  like  Grotms ,  ought  to 
have  blufhed,  when  he  talked  of  a  ft  eel  coffin 
at  Medina,  fufpended  in  the  air  between  two 
loadjlones'cf  equal  force . 

An  hiilorian,  who  is  obliged  to  rely  upon 
the  veracity  of  other  men,  and  cannot  fay  with 
/Eneas,  tpure  ipfe  vidi  et  quorum  pars  magna 
fui)  mud  be  very  diligent  and  circurnfpeft  in 
weighing  and  fifting  his  authorities,  unlefs  he 
fiave  a  mind  to  propagate  errour,  inftead  of 
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c flab! idling  truth,  and  to  obtrude  upon  his 
reader  a  fet  of  fables,  which  the  factious  or 
envious  invent  in  all  ages,  and  which  the  ig¬ 
norant  or  malevolent  are  always  ready  to  cir¬ 
culate.  His  caution  mud  be  ftill  greater,  when 
he  records  the  events  of  very  diftant  nations ; 
iince  we  have  no  fmall  difficulty  to  learn  the 
true  date  of  thofe  occurrences,  which  pafs 
around  us  every  day  ;  and  it  generally  happens, 
that,  the  more  intimately  we  are  concerned  in 
any  tranfadtion,  the  more  midakes  we  find  in 
the  pubiick  accounts  of  it.  Men  are  often  at 
a  lofs  to  give  a  perfect  relation  of  adtions, 
over  which  they  prefided  in  perfon  ;  as  Polho 
detected  feveral  errours  in  a  narrative,  pub- 
lifhed  by  Ccefar ,  of  a  battle,  in  which  Ccefar 
himfelf  commanded  ;  or,  to  fpeak  of  our  own 
times,  as  Adlerfeld>  in  his  defcription  of  Schul- 
lembourgs  paflage  over  the  Oder ,  difagrees  in 
many  points  from  the  defcription  given  by  the 
General  himfelf . 

The  Hidory,  therefore,  of  thofe  events, 
which  happen  in  remote  countries,  can  hardly 
fail  of  being  erroneous  ;  for,  in  general,  we 
are  forced  to  depend  upon  reports  of  reports, 
echoed  from  the  ignorant  natives  to  inquifitive 
travellers,  and  brought  by  them  to  Europe 
decorated  with  a  thoufand  ornaments  :  and 
even  if  we  dudy  the  languages  of  thofe  na¬ 
tions,  and  read  their  own  Hidories,  we  are 
commonly  deceived,  either  by  the  zeal  or 
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malignity  of  the  authors.  The  following  ex¬ 
ample  will  confirm  and  illuftrate  this  obfer- 
vation. 

There  are  two  celebrated  hiftories  of  the 
Life  of  ' 'Tamerlane ,  one  in  Perjian ,  the  other 
in  Arabick ,  both  of  them  written  with  all  the 
pomp  and  elegance  of  the  Afiatick  flyle :  in 
the  firft,  the  Tartarian  Conqueror  is  repre¬ 
fen  ted  as  a  liberal,  benevolent,  and  illuftrious 
prince  ;  in  the  fecond,  as  deformed  and  im¬ 
pious,  of  a  low  birth  and  deteftable  principles. 
It  feems  difficult  at  firft  to  reconcile  this  con¬ 
tradiction  ;  but  the  difficulty  vanifhes,  when 
we  learn,  that  great  part  of  the  Perfian  Hiftory 
was  compofed  under  the  infpedtion  of  Tamer¬ 
lane  himfelf,  and  received  only  the  poiifh  of 
language  from  the  pen  of  Alt  Tezdi ;  and  that 
the  Arabian  author  bore  the  moft  inveterate 
hatred  againft  that  monarch.  The  ftory  of  the 
iron  cage ,  in  which  Tamerlane  confined  Baja - 
zed ,  is  generally  treated  as  a  fable  upon  the 
authority  of  the  very  learned  M.  d' Her  be  lot ; 
who  afferts,  that  it  is  not  mentioned  by  the  Ara¬ 
bian  Hi/lorian ,  though  he  omits  no  opportunity  of 
deb  a  png  the  moral  char  abler  of  his  Hero  :  this 
argument  would,  perhaps,  be  decifive,  if  it 
were  founded  upon  true  premifes ;  but  unfor¬ 
tunately,  in  the  thirteenth  line  of  the  two 
hundred-fixty-eighth  page,  the  Arabian  ex- 
prefsly  affirms,  <c  that  Tamerlane  did  enclofe 
his  captive  Ilderim  Bajazed  in  a  cage  of  iron* 


The  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

“  in  order  to  retaliate  the  intuit  offered  to  the 
Per pmns  by  a  fovereign  of  the  lower  A/ia, 
who  had  treated  Shapor ,  King  of  Per  pa ,  in 
c‘  the  fame  manner;  that  he  intended  to  carry 
him  in  this  confinement  into  Tartary ,  but 
that  the  miferable  prince  died  in  Syria ,  at 
^  a  place  called  Akfhehr /  This  faCt  is  not 
tne  more  true,  for  being  afferted  by  Pbn  Arab - 
Juab ;  but  it  teems  ftrange,  that  the  judicious 
M,  d  Herbelot  fliould  have  overlooked  this  paf- 
lage,  and  fliould  fpeak  fo  pofitively  of  a  book, 
which  he  had  read  with  fo  little  attention  :  nor 
is  the  point  itfelf  of  any  great  confequence  ; 
but  it  may  fhow,  how  cautious  we  fliould  be, 

in  relying  upon  the  authority  of  illuftrious 
names. 

In  this  cblcurity  of  human  affairs,  nothing 
remains  for  a  wife  hiftorian,  but  to  confine 
himfelf  to  great  and  notorious  events,  in  which 
the  true  and  inconteftable  part  of  all  Hiflory 
c.o  mi  ft  s  ;  for,  whenever  he  defcends  to  parti¬ 
cular  characters,  and  minute  deferiptions,  or 
attempts  to  relate  the  very  words,  and  unfold 
the  lentiments,  of  princes,  he  will  run  into 
ivildnefs  ana  uncertainty,  and  lead  his  readers 
.uiio  a  kind  or  fairy  land,  while  they  expedt  to 
/be  conducted  through  the  paths  of  real  know¬ 
ledge.  Since  in  Hiflory,  as  in  Philofophy,  we 
can  only  catch  the  general  and  finking  features 
or  ‘ l ruth %  it  is  a  folly  to  deck  her  picture  with 
our  own  imperfeCt  colours,  and  to  drefs  up 
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a  phantom  of  our  imagination  inftead  of  a 
reality. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  hiftorical  pieces  in 
the  Perjian ,  Arabian ,  and  Turkijh  languages;; 
fome  of  which  are  tolerably  authentick,  all 
curious  and  entertaining,  but  very  few  written 
with  tafte  or  fimplicity,  and  none,  which  an- 
Iwer  in  any  degree  to  the  Ciceronian  idea  of 
perfection  :  they  contain,  however,  the  beft 
materials  for  an  Hi  dory  of  Ada  from  the  age 
of  Mahomed  to  the  prefent  century,  and  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  fuch  a  work,  if  any  man  had  leifure 
or  courage  to  undertake  it,  would  greatly  en¬ 
rich  our  European  literature. 

We  come  now,  after  a  long  interval,  to  con- 
fider  the  Perjian  Hi  (lory  of  the  Life  of  NA¬ 
DER  SHAH,  which  was  translated  by  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  following  work.  It  muft  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  his  teftimony  is  not  wholly  free  from 
iufpicion  ;  but  his  narrative  muft  neceffarily  be 
more  authentick,  than  that  of  our  travellers, 
who  could  not  pofiibly  be  acquainted  with  the 
fad:s,  which  they  relate  fo  confidently.  The 
Perftan  hiftoriao  attended  his  Hero  in  many  of 
his  expeditions,  and  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the 
adions  which  he  deferibes  :  it  is  probable,  in¬ 
deed,  that  his  attachment  to  the  Deliverer  of 
his  country  might  induce  him  to  paint  Nader 
Shah  in  brighter  and  more  pleafing  colours 
than  he  deferved  to  caft  a  veil  over  the  de~ 
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fortuities  of  his  character,  and  to  prefent  us 
only  with  the  beauties  of  it;  but,  as  the  work 
was  finished  after  the  death  of  the  Monarch, 
and  as  it  paffes  a  very  free  cenlure  upon  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  we  may  reasonably  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  author  delivers  his  real  Senti¬ 
ments,  though  his  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  So  extraordinary  a  man  often  betrays  him 
into  expreffions,  which  border  upon  the  mean- 
eft  flattery.  The  P  erf  an  language  has  de¬ 
clined  So  much  from  its  original  purity,  that 
no  great  elegance  could  be  expected  from 
Mirza  Mahadi  ;  the  work  is  genuine,  and  may 
be  recommended  as  a  curiofity  ;  but  I  will 
fairly  confefs,  that,  had  I  been  left  to  my  own 
choice,  it  would  have  been  the  laft  manufcript 
in  the  world,  which  I  fhould  have  thought  of 
tranflating :  out  of  fo  many  P  erf  an  books  of 
poetry,  ethicks,  criticifm,  fcience,  hiftory,  it 
would  have  been  eafy  to  have  feledted  one 
more  worthy  of  the  pubiick  attention  ;  and 
the  works  of  Hafez  or  Sadi  might  have  been 
printed  for  half  the  expenfe,  and  in  half  the 
time. 


1  was  willing,  however,  to  try,  whether  this 
Afiatick  hiftory  might  not  appear  to  better 
advantage  without  the  ftifthefs  of  a  verbal 
tranflation  ;  with  which  intent  I  drew  up  a 
fhort  abftrad:  of  it  in  my  native  language  :  I 
ftripped  the  original  of  its  affected  flowers  and 
prnaments,  and  here  prefent  the  Englijh  reader 

with 
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with  all  the  interefting  fads  in  a  plain  and 
natural  drefs  5  but,  in  compliance  with  Tally's 
rules,  I  have  in  fome  places  ventured  to  inter- 
pofe  my  own  judgement  upon  counfels,  afts, 
and  events ;  have  preferved  the  order  of  time 
without  anticipation  or  confufion  ;  and  have 
occafionally  interwoven  the  defcription  of  re¬ 
markable  places ;  taking  care  to  aflert  nothing 
of  any  moment  without  the  authority  of  the 
Perfian  to  fupport  it,  and  not  to  run  after  the 
falfe  gleam  of  conjectures  and  reports,  by 
which  molt  of  the  writers  on  the  fame  fubjeCt 
have  been  led.  After  all,  I  am  far  from  ex¬ 
pecting,  that  this  little  work  will  give  me  any 
claim  to  the  title  of  an  Hiftorian  :  when  I  com¬ 
pare  my  piece,  not  only  with  the  idea  of  Ci¬ 
cero,  but  even  with  the  productions  of  others, 

I  am  like  the  drop  of  water,  in  the  fable  of 
Sadi)  which  fell  from  a  cloud  into  the  fea, 
and  was  loft  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  its  own 
insignificance.  The  chief  merit  of  the  book, 
it  it  has  any,  confifts  in  exhibiting  in  one  view 
the  tranfaCrions  of  fixty  years  in  the  fineft  part 
of  Afidy  and  in  comprifing  in  a  few  fhort  lec¬ 
tions  the  fubftance  of  a  large  volume.  Life  is 
fo  fhort,  and  time  fo  valuable,  that  it  were 
happy  for  us,  ft  all  great  works  were  reduced 
to  their  quinteffence  :  a  famous  fcholar  at  Leip- 
fick  propoled  to.  reprint  the  vaft  compilation  of 
M.  d'Herbelot  enlarged  to  the  double  of  its 
prefent  fize ;  but  he  would  deferve  better  of 
the  learned  world,  if  he  would  diminifh  it  to 
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n  fourtn  part  of  its  bulk,  by  rejecting  all  its 
repetitions  and  fuperfluitics. 

Before  I  conclude  this  preface,  it  feems  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  two  fhorf 
tradts,  which  were  defigned  as  preparatory  t© 
the  principal  work. 

It  was  thought  ufeful  to  prefix  to  the  Life 
of  Nader  Shah,  a  fuccinbl  defcription  of  Ajia , 
and  particularly  of  the  Perjian  Empire ,  that  the 
reader,  upon  opening  the  Hiftory,  might  not 
tind  himfelf  in  a  country  wholly  unknown  to 
him  $  and  that  he  might  be  prepared  for  the 
Oriental  names,  which  in  fuch  a  work  could 
not  poffibly  be  avoided,  and  are  not  eafily  ac¬ 
commodated  to  an  European  ear.  Many  read¬ 
ers  are  difgufted  with  the  frequent  return  of 
harih  and  unpleafing  names  of  rivers,  cities, 
and  provinces,  the  very  found  of  which,  they 
lay,  conveys  ike  idea  of  fome  thing  favage  ;  but 
t&ey  wouid  be  at  a  1  ofs  to  affign  a  realon,  why 
the  Aras  and  the  For  at  are  words  iefs  melo¬ 
dious  than  me  Dnieper  and  tne  Po^h  ;  why  the 
archbifhop  of  Gnejne  has  a  loiter  title  than  the 
Muiia  of  Ifpahan  ;  or  why  the  cities  of  Samar- 
cand  and  Bokhara  are  Iefs  agreeable  to  the  ear 
than  Warfaw,  and  Cracow ;  yet  the  accounts  of 
the  northern  kingdoms  are  read  with  pleafure, 
and  are  thought  to  abound  with  a  variety  of 
interefling  events,  while  the  hiftories  of  "the 
Baft  are  pegledted,  ,and  the  Afiatick  languages 
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confidered  as  inharmonious  and  inelegant.  It 
mu  ft,  neverthelefs,  be  remembered,  that  a 
great  part  of  Ferfia ,  and  all  Sogdiana ,  lie  in 
the  fame  climate  with  Italy  and  the  South  of 
France  ;  and  that  the  people  of  AJia  had  among 
them  a  number  of  fine  writers,  Sublime  poets, 
eminent  artifts,  at  a  time,  when  our  part  of 

7  A 

the  world  had  neither  learning,  poetry,  nor 
arts  ;  when  the  ineftimable  remains  of  Me- 
nander ,  Alcaeus ,  Sappho ,  and  the  reft,  were 
publickly  burned  at  Conjlaniinople  by  order  of 
a  Greek  Emperor  ;  and  when  the  inhabitants  of 
all  Europe  befides  had  never  heard  of  Menander , 
or  A  leans,  or  Sappho  , 

The  cliffertation  on  Ajiatick  Geography  muff, 
from  its  very  nature,  be  Stiff  and  uniform. 
Tally ,  whofe  noble  ftyle  might  have  given  a 
grace  to  any  fubjedt  whatever,  had  begun,  at 
the  requeft  of  Atticus ,  to  compofe  a  Geogra¬ 
phical  Treat  if e ;  but  he  never  finifhed  it,  becaufe 
he  found  it  a  barren  foil ,  that  was  not  favour¬ 
able  to  the  jiowere  of  his  language 

I  was  very  Soon  aware  of  this  objection  % 
nut,  as  Such  a  work  was  neceffary  to  my  plan, 

it  occurred  to  me,  that  the  fubject  would  ap- 
%  \ 


*  £tenim  ysay^ixa^  qua?  coirfUtueram,  magnum  opus 
elt ;  et  hercule  funt  res  difficiles  ad  explicandnm  et  bpon- 

til; ;  nec  tam  poffbnt  &v$yooyga$e't&$ceti  quaiii  videbaturB 
Ad  Att.  2.  3. 
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pear  lefs  dry,  if  it  were  interfperfed  with  aneo 
dotes  of  Eaftern  literature,  and  with  fummary 
accounts  of  the  learned  men,  whom  each  city 
of  Afia  has  produced  for  a  relation  of  all  their 
fieges  and  revolutions  would  have  been  ftill 
more  unpleafant,  and,  in  general,  the  cities  of 
Perfia  have  had  the  fame  fortune  with  the 
Empire  itfelf.  It  will  be  fair  to  acknowledge, 
that,  in  both  parts  of  the  Introdu&ion,  many 
paffages  are  borrowed  from  the  celebrated  work 
of  M.  d'Herbelot >  but  nothing  has  been  copied 
from  him,  which  has  not  alio  been  found  in 
feveral  manufcripts :  our  materials  were  taken 
from  the  fame  originals  ;  and  it  is  natural  for 
two  perfons,  who  fearch  the  fame  mine,  to 
meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  ore.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  Geographers,  whom  I  confulted,  were 
Abulfeda ,  and  Ulugbeg ;  the  firft,  a  King  of 
Hama  in  Syria ,  and  the  iecond,  a  grandfon  of 
Tamerlane,  who  was  alfo  an  excellent  Aftro- 
nomer,  and  built  a  fine  Obfervatory  in  his  im¬ 
perial  city  of  Samar cand.  It  is  much  to  be 
wifhed,  that  a  corredt  Map  of  Afia  were  en¬ 
graved,  with  air  the  names  properly  fpelled, 
and  the  latitudes  of  the  cities  exadtly  marked, 
upon  the  authority  of  thefe  illuftrious  writers ; 
but  fuch  a  work  would  require  infinite  labour, 
fince  a  number  of  manufcripts  muft  be  col¬ 
lated,  left  the  miftakes  of  ignorant  tranfcribers 
fhould  miflead  the  defigner  of  the  Map,  and 
the  fine  art  of  engraving  be  applied  to  per¬ 
petuate 
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petuate  their  ridiculous  errours  Until  feme 
Geographer,  equally  fkilled  in  the  Eaftern 
languages,  and  in  the  fcience  which  he  pro- 
fefles,  will  fupply  an  able  artift  with  materials 
to  accomplifh  this  ufeful  defign,  the  reader  of 
Afiatkk  hiftory  mud:  be  fatisfied  with  the  Maps 
of  M.  de  la  Croix ,  which  are  inferted  in  his 
Life  of  Tamerlane ,  and  are  far  the  mod  accu¬ 
rate  oi  any,  that  I  have  had  occafion  to  confult; 
efpecially  in  the  defcription  of  Khorafan ,  where 
notice  is  taken  even  of  the  cadle  at  Kelat,  lb 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  following  Hiftory. 
The  reader  will  be  candid  enough  to  confides: 
this  effay  on  the  Geography  of  Afia  as  the 
fketch  only  of  a  larger  tracft,  which,  from  the 
very  nature  of  an  introductory  piece,  mud 
needs  be  fuperiiciai  and  imperfect  ;  for  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  make  any  introduction  fo 
copious,  as  to  divert  the  reader’s  attention  from 
the  work,  which  it  was  intended  to  illuftrate. 

In  the  Jhort  Hi/lory  of  Perfta ,  which  follows 
the  chapters  on  Geography,  I  purfued,  as  clofely 
as  I  was  able,  the  plan  of  a  book  compiled 
by  Attictis y  which  was  greatly  admired  by  the 
Romans ,  but  is  now  unfortunately  loft  :  it  con¬ 
tained  an  abftraci  of  general  Hiftory ,  and  exbi- 


*  A  table  of  longitudes  and  latitudes  is  already  prepared 
by  me,  with  a  view  to  the  work  here  recommended  :  but  X 
defpair  of  ever  finding  leifure  to  execute  a  talk,  which  re¬ 
quires  fuch  attention  and  accuracy, 
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bited  in  one  view  a  relation  of  the  mo  ft  interefing 
events ,  that  happened  in  a  period  of  /even  hun¬ 
dred  years  Thus  the  fecond  part  of  my 
Introduction  comprifes  all  the  great  and  me¬ 
morable  occurrences  in  the  Perjian  Empire, 
from  the  doubtful  and  fabulous  ages  to  the 
decline  of  the  Sef  family  in  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  :  it  was  extracted  from  feveral  Afiatick 
writers,  Mirkhond ,  Khandemir ,  Ferduf ,  &c» 
and  might  have  been  confiderably  enlarged, 
if  all  the  fables  and  dull  events,  which  are 
found,  it  mu  ft  be  confefled,  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  in  the  originals,  had  been  tranfcribed  at 
full  length  ;  but  it  has  long  been  a  maxim 
with  me,  that,  as  nothing  fhould  be  admitted 
into  Hiftory,  which  is  falfe,  how  agreeable  fo 
ever  it  may  be,  fo  nothing  fhould  be  related, 
merely  becaufe  it  is  true,  if  it  be  not  either 
inftruCtive  or  entertaining.  The  dulleft  re- 


*  C'ognofcat  ctiam  rerum  geftarum  et  memoriae  veteris 
ordiaem,  maxime  fcilicet  noftrae  civitatis,  fed  et  imferioforum 
populorum  et  regum  illujlrium  :  quem  laborem  nobis  Atiicl 
noftri  levavit  labor  ;  qui  confer<vatis  notatifque  tempcribus ,  nihil 
cum  illujlre  puetermitteret ,  annorum  feptingentorum  memeriam  unc 
libro  colli ga<uit.  Cic.  Orat, 

Nempe  eum  dicis,  inquit,  quo  ifte  omtiem  r^rum  memoriam 
lre<viter ,  et,  ut  mihi  quidem  vifum  eft,  perdiligenter  com- 
plexus  eft  ?  Iftum  ipfum,  inquam,  Brute ,  dico  librum  mihi 
faluti  fuifte.  Turn  Atticus :  Optatiftinium  mihi  quidem  eft 
quod  dicis ;  fed  quid  tandem  habuit  liber  ifte,  quod  tibi  aut 
novum  aut  tanto  ufui  poffet  efte  ?  file  verb  et  nova,  inquam, 
mihi  quidem  multa,  et  earn  utilitatem,  qiiam  requirebam, 
Mt,  explicit  is  ordinibus  temporum ,  uno  in  confpeclu  omnia  cvideremi 
&C. 


Id,  De  Clar.  Orat. 
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cords  of  ancient  times  fhould  be  preferved, 
that  they  may  occafionally  be  confulted ;  but 
they  fhould  be  repofited  in  cabinets  and  ar¬ 
chives  :  as  the  old  arms  and  utenfils  of  the 
Romans  are  kept  in  mufeums  for  the  infpedtion. 
of  the  curious,  while  modern  pieces  of  elegant 
or  ufefui  workmanfhip  are  the  condant  fur¬ 
niture  of  our  apartments,  either  for  our  plea- 
lb  re,  our  convenience,  or  our  defence.  The 
poetical  fables  of  the  old  Perjians ,  however 
curious  or  amufing,  ought  not  to  be  mixed, 
like  glittering  drofs,  with  the  pure  ore  of  true 
Hidory  :  but,  if  fome  dudent  of  Eaftern  lite¬ 
rature  would  am  me  himfelf  with  collecting 
thele  fables,  and  reducing  them  to  a  Syjiem  of 
Perfian  Mythology ,  he  would  greatly  affift  every 
learner  of  the  Ajiatick  languages  ;  who,  with¬ 
out  fuch  help,  muft  be  (lopped  in  every  page 
by  allufions  to  adventures,  of  which  he  never 
heard  ;  iince  a  man,  who  is  unacquainted  with 
the  fairies ,  dragons ,  and  enchanters ,  fo  fre¬ 
quently  introduced  in  the  poems  of  Ferduf  $ 
who  knows  nothing  of  the  griffon  Simorg ,  the 
fpeaking  horfe  of  Rojiam ,  the  dark  fea  which 
furrounds  the  world,  the  mountain  of  Kaf  or 
the  battle  of  the  twelve  Heroes,  can  no  more 
pretend  to  read  the  fined  writings  of  Perfia , 
than  he  could  underdand  the  Odes  of  Pindar * 
if  he  never  heard  of  the  Trojan  war,  the  groves 
of  Elyfum ,  the  voyage  of  the  Argonauts ,  or 
the  feveral  attributes  of  the  heathen  Deities, 

[C]  Th@ 
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The  Perfians  would  not  readily  forgive  my 
preemption,  if  they  knew  what  a  liberty  I 
have  taken  with  their  Chronology ,  and  how  many 
thou  fan  d  years  I  have  retrenched  from  the  pre¬ 
tended  Duration  of  their  Empire.  They  reckon 
but  eleven  Monarchs  of  the  firft  race,  and  nine, 
including  Darius ,  of  the  fecond  ;  yet  they 
affign  to  the  reigns  of  thefe  twenty  princes  a 
period  of  above  three  thoufand  years,  or  an 
hundred  and  fifty  to  each  prince  one  with  an¬ 
other  ;  but  thefe  are  Perjian  tales :  human 
nature  is  nearly  the  fame  in  all  ages  5  and  it 
has  been  proved  by  the  ftrongeft  indudion, 
that  Kings  feldom  reign,  one  with  another, 
longer  than  eighteen  or  twenty  years  each  *  :  fo 
that  we  muff  afcribe  thefe  fictions  of  the  Per - 
Jian  Chronologers  to  the  vain  defire  of  aggran¬ 
dizing  their  country,  by  railing  its  Antiquity 
fo  far  beyond  the  truth, 

-  t  1 

t 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  diffidence,  that  I'  ven¬ 
ture  to  add  an  obfervation  of  my  own  upon 
any  work  of  NEWTON ;  whofe  admirable 
trads  on  the  abftrad  fciences,  and  on  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  thofe  fciences  to  natural  Philofophy, 
exhibit  the  nobleft  fpecimen  of  perfedion,  to 
which  the  human  intelled  can  be  exalted  $  and 
whofe  treatifes  on  lighter  fubjeds,  though  in- 


*  See  Newton  $  Chronology ,  p»  52. 
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capable,  from  their  very  nature,  of  ftridt  de¬ 
mon  ftrat  ion,  are  not  without  many  ftrokes  of 
that  piercing  genius,  which  raifed  him  above 
all  men  who  ever  lived  :  but  it  appears  to  me, 
that  his  medium  of  twenty  years  to  a  reign  is 
too  general,  and  that,  in  fome  ages  and  nations, 
it  m u ft  be  conliderably  left,  in  others,  far 
greater,  according  to  the  neceffary  difference 
of  government  or  manners,  in  the  different 
empires  of  the  world.  Thus,  by  comparing 
the  duration  of  the  modern  Afiatick  dynafties, 
fince  the  decline  of  the  Califate,  with  the 
reigns  of  the  feveral  princes,  I  have  obferved, 
that  thole  Monarchs  have  fel dom  fitten  on  the 
throne  longer  than  ten  or  twelve  years  each, 
at  a  medium;  for,  if  one  or  two.  of  them 
have  contrived  to  hold  their  feats  forty  years, 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  reigned  but  fix 
or  feven ,  and  many  have  been  dethroned  in  a 
few  months,  fome,  even  in  a  few  days,  after 
their  acceffion.  This  can  be  owing  to  nothing, 
but  the  imperfection  of  thofe  unhappy  govern¬ 
ments,  where  a  Sultan  no  fooner  has  the  dia¬ 
dem  on  his  head,  than  his  minifters,  fons,  or 
brothers,  form  a  confederacy,  againft  him,  fo 
that  he  either  perifhes  in  the  field,  or  doffs 
his  days  in  prifon,  to  make  room  for  one  of 
his  relations,  who  frequently  meets  with  the 
fame  fate  :  this  is  apparent  from  almoff  every 
page  in  the  Hiftories  of  modern  Ajla .  The 
cafe  was  very  different  in  the  infancy  of  the 
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Verfian  Empire  :  the  fovereigns  were  almoft 
deified  by  the  peoplej  whom  they  had  civi¬ 
lized  j  the  temperance  of  thofe  early  apes 
might  tend  to  lengthen  their  natural  lives ;  a*nd 
few  of  them  were  difturbed  by  civil  wars  or 
rebellions  ;  fo  that  we  may  fafely  allow  the 
fpace  of five  hundred  and  fixty  years  to  the  two 
fiilf  families  of  1  eifian  Kings,  or  twenty— eight 
to  a  reign ;  which  computation,  if  we  count 
backwards,  from  the  death  of  Darius ,  in  the 
three-hundred-thirtieth  year  before  CHRIST, 
will  place  the  foundation  of  the  P erfian  IVIo— 
narchy  in  the  eight-hundred-ninetieth  year  be¬ 
fore  the  fame  Epoch,  about  J our teen  years1 
according  to  Newton,  after  the  burning  of 
Troy,  and  julf  a  century  before  lome  General 
or  feudatory  of  Tahmuras  founded  the  dynafly 
of  the  Affyrians  * :  but  here  we  mull:  oblerve, 
that  it  is  not  poffible  for  us,  to  fix  the  precife 
years,  in  which  each  of  thefe  ancient  Mo-' 
narcns  began  his  reign,  or  how  long  each  of 
them  leauy  fat  on  his  throne;  fo  that  thefe 
calculations,  when  we  delcend  to  minute  par¬ 
ticulars,  mull  needs  be  very  uncertain,  and 


.rt,lfpwerrerch  fo.m“y  centuries  from  the  Antiquity 
?f  l  !e  Emp,re,  it  is  impoffible  that  Caiumarm  ihould 

be  the  King  of  Elam  mentioned  in  Scripture,  as  feme  writers 
"av.e  conjectured  :  and  we  have  inadvertently  cited  this 
conjecture  without  condemning  it,  in  the  tblty-ninth  .tu«, 
XT  Introduaion;  where  the  candid  reader  wiil  alter  the 
words,  Who  fiems  to  te  the  King  of  Elam,  into  thefe,  W,L 
Jcum  have  JuppoJed  to  be,  &ce 


where 
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where  we  cannot  hope  to  find  the  perfect 
truth,  we  mu  ft,  like  the  old  Jcademicks ,  be 
content  with  a  bare  probability.  To  conclude; 
if  any  effential  miftakes  be  detcdted  in  this 
whole  performance,  the  reader  will  excufe 
tnem-,  when  he  refle&s  upon  the  great  variety 
of  dark  and  intricate  points,  which  are  diN 
culled  in  it ;  and  i f  the  oblcurity  of  the  fubjedt 
be  not  a  fufficient  plea  for  the  errours,  which 
may  be  difcovered  in  the  work,  let  it  be  con- 
Jidered ,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Pope  in  the  preface 
to  his  juvenile  Poems,  that  there  are  very  jew 
things  in  this  colleBion ,  which  were  not  written 
under  the  age  of  jive  and  twenty,  mo  ft  of  them, 
indeed,  were  compofed  in  the  intervals  of  my 
lei  fare  in  the  South  of  France,  before  I  had 
applied  my  mind  to  a  rtudy  of  a  very  different 
nature,  which  it  is  now  my  refolmion  to  make 
the  foie  objedt  of  my  life.  Whatever  then 
be  the  fate  of  this  production,  I  (hall  never  be 
tempted  to  vindicate  any  part  of  it,  which  may 
be  thought  exceptionable  5  but  (hall  gladly 
reiign  my  own  opinions,  for  the  lake  of  em¬ 
bracing  others,  which  may  ieem  more  pro¬ 
bable  ;  oeing  perfuaded,  that  nothing  is  more 
laudable  than  the  love  of  Truth,  nothing  more 
odious  than  the  obftinacy  of  perfi fling  in  Er- 
rour.  Nor  (hall  I  eaiily  be  induced,  when  I 
have  difburdened  myfelf  of  two  more  pieces, 
which  are  now  in  the  prefs,  to  begin  any 
other  work  of  the  literary  kind  ;  but  (hall 
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confine  myfelf  wholly  to  that  branch  of  know¬ 
ledge,  in  which  it  is  my  chief  ambition  to 
excel.  It  is  a  painful  confideration,  that  the 
profeffion  of  literature,  by  far  the  mod  labo¬ 
rious  of  any,  leads  to  no  real  benefit  or  true 
glory  whatfoever.  Poetry,  Science,  Letters, 
when  they  are  not  made  the  foie  bufinefs  of  life, 
may  become  its  ornaments  in  profperity,  and 
its  mo  ft  pleafing  confolation  in  a  change  of 
fortune  ;  but,  if  a  man  addifts  himfelf  entirely 
to  learning,  and  hopes  by  that ,  either  to  raife 
a  family,  or  to  acquire,  what  fo  many  wifh 
for,  and  fo  few  ever  attain,  an  honourable  re¬ 
tirement  in  his  declining  age ,  he  will  find, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  he  has  miftaken  his 
path  ;  that  other  labours,  other  ftudies  are 
neceflary ;  and  that,  unlefs  he  can  affert  his 
own  independence  in  active  life,  it  will  avail 
him  little,  to  be  favoured  by  the  learned, 
efteemed  by  the  eminent,  or  recommended 
even  by  Kings.  It  is  true,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  no  external  advantages  can  make  any 
amends  for  the  lofs  of  virtue  and  integrity, 
which  alone  give  a  perfedt  comfort  to  him  , 
who  poffefles  them.  Let  a  man,  therefore, 
who  willies  to  enjoy,  what  no  fortune  or 
honour  can  bellow,  the  blejjing  of  f elf -appro¬ 
bation,  afpire  to  the  glory  given  to  Pericles  by 
a  celebrated  Hiftorian,  of  being  acquainted 
with  all  ufeful  knowledge ,  of  exprefing  what 
he  knows  with  copioufnefs  and  freedom,  of  loving 

his 
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bis  friends  and  country,  and  of  difdaining  the 
mean  purfuits  of  lucre  and  inter  eft  *  :  this  is 
the  only  career,  on  which  an  honeft  man 
ought  to  enter,  or  from  which  he  can  hope 
to  gain  any  folid  happinefs. 

. — ~  - .  ■  . — : — — — — ■ — — — — — 

*  Tvuvai  ts  tcc  diovra,  ml  £§(xv\vsvo'ai  Tadia,  rs 

Hal  xptiwm* 

Thucyd.  2.  60. 
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And  Margiana,  to  th’  Hyrcanian  cliffs 
Of  Caueafus,  and  dark  Iberian  dales. 

From  Atropatia ,  and  the  neighboring  plains 
Of  Adiabene,  Media,  and  the  fouth 
pf  Sujianay  to  Baifara’s  haven. 
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CHAP.  I. 

THE  PERSIAN  EMPIRE. 

»  >  i 

/. RAN *,  or  the  vaft  Empire,  which  we 
commonly  call  PERSIA ,  is  a  country 
bounded  on  all  iides  by  feas  or  rivers.  It 
has  the  Indian  fea  on  the  fouth,  and  the  Cafpian 
directly  oppoiite  to  it  :  the  Perfian  gulf, \  or,  as 
the  Afiaticks  call  it,  the  Green  Sea ,  the  Tigris  and 
Euphrates ,  the  Cyrus  and  Araxes ,  the  Oxus  or 
Badrus ,  and  the  five  branches  of  the  Indus ,  di¬ 
vide  it  on  the  other  iides  from  Arabia ,  from 
Sy  na ,  from  Georgia ,  from  Turkeftan ,  and  from 
India .  As  all  the  provinces  in  this  Empire  rauft 
have  changed  their  boundaries  in  a  courfe  of 
ages,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  reconcile  exactly  the 
accounts  of  ancient  and  modern  Geographers ; 
but  we  fhall  attempt  to  make  them  agree  as 
nearly  as  poffible. 
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PARS  *,  or  Perfts,  has  on  the  fouth  a  gulf, 

to  which  it  gives  its  name,  and  along  which  it 
extends  near  three  hundred  leagues :  it  has  Kerman  [ 
on  the  eafl: ;  Khuzifdyi  on  the  wpft ;  and  a  yaft 
defert,  named  Noubcndigan ,  which  embraces  it 
on  the  north,  divides  it  from  Khorafdn ,  or,  The 
Province  of  the  Sun.  Oji  the  border  of  this  de- 
fert  is  the  beautiful  valley  of  Bavdn  f,  often  al¬ 
luded  to  by  the  Arabian  poets,  which  is  reckoned 
pne  of  the  four  Paradfes  of  Afia  ;  the  other  three 
are  the  vale  of  Damafcus ,  the  banks  of  the  river 
Qbolla »  and  the  plain  of  Sogd ,  in  the  midfl  of 
which  hands  the  flourifhing  city  of  Samarcand ; 
all  thefe  places  are  faid  by  travellers  to  be  de¬ 
lightfully  pleafant ;  and  the  miidnefs  of  the  air, 
joiped  to  the  clearnefs  of  the  rivulets,  which 
keep  a  perpetual  verdure  on  the  plains,  give  us 
the  idea  of  the  moll  charming  fcenes  in  nature. 

Tfhe  liiicll  piti^,  5  in  Perfts  are,  i.  S  HIR  A  Z, 
furrounded  with  pleafant  gardens,  and  famous 
for  haying  given  birth  to  the  poets,  Hafez  and 
Sadi:  its  inhabitants  are  fair  and  well  made,  and 
are  remarkable  for  the  livelinefs  of  their  wit. 
2.  TEZD ,  the  birth-place  of  Sharfeddin  Ali,  an 
elegant  author,  who  wrote  the  life  of  T inter  lane: 
and,  3.  FIRUZABAD ,  or,  The  Region  of  Hap- 
pinefs,  where  a  very  able  grammarian  was  born, 
who  compiled  an  admirable  dictionary  of  the 
Arabick  language,  which  he  jtrftly  entitled  J  Al- 
cdmiis ,  or.  The  Ocean ;  he  lived  in  the  fourteenth 
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century ?  and  Tamerlane  is  faid  to  have  made  him 
a  prefent  of  five  thoufarid  ducats :  he  is  ufually 
called  Firuzabddi. 


When  you  have  pafTed  the  defert  of  Nouben - 
digdn,  you  enter  the  province  of  KHORA - 
SAN,  the  Badrian'a  of  the  Ancients  :  it  is  the 
molt  eaftern  kingdom  of  Iran,  and  takes  its 
name  from  Kbor  an  old  word  for  the  Sun. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Oms, 
on  the  weft  by  a  defert,  and  on  the  edft  by 
the  mountains  of  Gandahdr ,  which  feparate  it 
from  India,  its  principal  cities,  all  of  which 
have  been  at  different  times  the  feats  of  Kings, 
are,  i.  BALKH ,  where  j L'ohorafp,  fuccelTor  to 
Cyrus ,  retired,  having  placed  his  fon  upon  the 
throne  of  PerJia  ;  it  was  the  birth-plaCe  of  Mirk - 
bond ,  the  hiftorian,  and  of  the  fublime  poet 
Gelaleddm ,  who  wrote  the  Me/navi ,  a  moral 
work,  highly  efteemed  in  the  Eaft.  2.  HERAT, 
the  Aria  of  the  Greeks ,  whence  the  territory 
depending  on  it  was  called  Ariana  \  it  was  a 
magnificent  City,  till  it  was  ruined  by  the  Tar¬ 
tars  :  the  learned  Kbondemir ,  who  was  born  in 
it,  gives  us  a  full  defcription  of  its  palaces, 
ttiofques,  and  gardens,  in  the  twelfth  chapter  of 
his  General  Hiftory .  3 .  MER  U  SHAH  JAN,  or, 
The  Delight  of  Rings  ;  it  was  once  a  pleafant  city, 
but  had  the  fame  fate  with  Herat .  4.  NISHA- 

POR ,  which  was  built  or  repaired  by  Shapor , 


*  In  Perfian This  word  is  ufed  by  Fcrduji ,  but,  in 

the  modern  language  of  the  poets,  it  is  commonly  joined 
with  a  word  of  the  fame  meaning. 
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fon  of  Ardejhir.  Several  excellent  men  were 
born  in  this  City,  the  chief  of  whom  were 
Attar j  who  wrote  a  Pendnama ,  or  book  of  In- 
ft  ructions^  and  Cdtebi ,  who  compofed  a  poem  on 
the  loves  of  Bah  a  ram ,  king  of  Perjia ,  and  the 
fair  Gulenddm .  The  great  fquare  of  this  city  was 
called  Meiduh ,  in  which  was  bom  a  learned  gram¬ 
marian,  thence  named  Meiddni ,  who  publiihed  a 
large  collection  of  Arabian  proverbs,  with  elabo¬ 
rate  notes.  The  other  populous  city  of  Khorafan 
is,  4.  C1US ,  now  called  MESHEHED ,  or,  TA- 
tomb  of  Martyrs  \  which  was  made  in  this  century 
the  Capital  of  Khorafan ;  it  was  the  native  city  of 
the  aftronomer  Nasireddin ,  and  the  poet  Ferdufi. , 
who,  after  a  number  of  adventures,  ended  his 
days  in  it.  The  little  town  of  JA  M  or  ZA'M 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  among  thefe  cities, 
becaufe  it  was  the  birth-place  of  the  illuftrious 
JAMf  a  moft  animated  and  elegant  poet,  whofe 
beautiful  compolitions,  on  a  great  variety  of 
fubjefe,  are  preferred  at  Oxford  in  twenty-two 
volumes.  He  flourifhed  in  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  and  dedicated  one  of  his 
poems  to  Mohammed  II.  The  cities  of  Balkh , 
Her  at ,  and  Mem ,  or  at  lead  the  names  of  them, 
are  very  ancient  :  they  are  faid  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  by  Zerdujht ,  in  the  firft  fedlion  of  his 
Pazend ,  among  the  fixteen  delightful  places, 
which  Ormitfd  raifed,  and  Aberman  endeavoured 
to  deftroy. 

SEGESTAN  *  or  SISTAlf  the  Drangiam 
of  the  Greeks,  has  part  of  the  Defert ,  and  Ker- 
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mAh,  on  the  Weft,  and  on  the  Eaft  the  country 
of  Gour^  famous  for  a  rich  mine  of  turkis-ftones, 
between  which  and  India  lies  the  territory  of 
Raver ;  it  touches  alfo,  at  its  eaftern  boundary, 
the  province  of  MULTAN, ,  which  makes  a  part  of 
Sind :  it  has  another  defert,  and  part  of  Mo c ran, 
on  the  fouth,  and  joins  on  the  north  to  Zablejlan . 

The  country  of  Segejlan  confifts  chiefly  of  plains, 
and  is  very  fruitful  in  palm-trees  ;  it  is  alfo  rich 
in  mines,  of  gold,  the  ore  of  which  is  uncom¬ 
monly  pure.  Its  chief  cities  are,  i.  BO  ST, 
whence  a  moral  poet  of  great  reputation  in 
Ferjia  was  named  BOS Tl ;  and,  2.  ZERENGE , 
which  was  a  populous  and  commercial  town 
during  the  reign  of  the  Soffarian  princes.  This 
province,  and  ZABLESTAN ,  the  ancient  Ara - 
chofia ,  were  confidered  as  one  principality  by  the 
old  Ferfians  ;  and  Roftam ,  the  commander  under 
Cyrus held  it  as  a  fief  from  the  Kings  of  Iran . 

The  cities  of  note  in  Zahleftan  are,  1.  CABUL , 
which,  indeed,  is  generally  reckoned  the  capitri 
of  another  province,  named  C ABU  LIST  AN,  and 
no  man,  as  the  Indians  fay,  can  be  called  the 
ruler  of  India ,  wrho  lias  not  taken  poffeffion  of 
Cabid.  2.  ME  I  MEND,  an  agreeable  town,  fur- 
rounded  with  meadows  watered  by  frefh  ftreams, 
and  with  gardens,  that  produce  excellent  fruit. 

3.  GAZNA ,  or  GAZNIN,  from  which  the 
family  of  Mahmud ,  who  conquered  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  in  the  tenth  century,  were  called  Gaz - 
nevis  ;  it  is  an  unpleafant  city,  and  its  inha¬ 
bitants  are  forced  to  fend  to  Meimend  for  their 
fruit  and  herbage  :  this  city,  as  Veil  as  Cabul ,  was 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Indian  Emperor  in  the 
prefent  century,  but  they  were  an  eafv  conqueft 
to  the  Ferfians .  BAMIAN,  which  Genghi% 
took  by  ftorra  in  the  year  1221,  and  alinoft 

[A  4]  ruined, 
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ruined,  in  the  violence  of  his  grief  for  the  loft 
of  his  grandfon,  who  was  killed  during  the 
liege. 

We  may  place  the  large  province  of  SIND  * 
next  to  Segejldn ,  becaufe,  though  it  is  generally 
reckoned  a  part  of  India ,  yet  it  comprehends 
both  MOGfRAi V,  the  ancient  Gedrofiai  and 
MULTAN ,  which  have  been  confidered  as  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Perfta  ;  and  here  we  may  obferve, 
that  the  Eajlerns  divide  the  Indian  Empire  into 
two  parts,  which  they  call  HIND ,  and  SIND  : 
by  Hind,  in  its  ftricteft  fenfe,  they  mean  the 
cliftriffs  on  both  ftdes  of  the  Ganges,  and  by 
Bind,  the  country  that  lies  on  each  fide  of  the 
Sindab  or  Indus ,  efpecially  where  it  difeharges 
itfelf  into  the  ocean.  Sind ,  therefore,  including 
Mocrdn  and  Multan ,  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by 
the  Indian  fea,  which  embraces  it  in  the  form 
of  a  bow  :  it  has  Hind  on  the  eaft,  and  on  the 
weft,  Kerman ,  with  part  of  Segeftan ,  which  alfo 
bounds  it  on  the  north  ;  but  if,  with  home  Geo¬ 
graphers,  we  make  it  comprife  even  Zablejldn 
and  Kabul ,  its  northern  limits  will  extend  as  far 
as  KASHMIR  f,  that  delightful  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  valley,  celebrated  over  all  Alia  for  th« 
lingular  beauty  of  its  inhabitants,  the  ferenity  of 
its  air,  and  the  abundance  of  Its  delicious  fruits: 
if,  again,  we  include  Caftnmr  alfo  in  this  divifcn 
of  India ,  it  will  reach  as  far  northward  as 
TIB  IT  or  TO  BAT,  the  country  of  the  fineft 

mulk,  which  has  China  on  the  eaft,  and  Oriental 

.  ..  •>  .  . 
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*Tartary  on.  the  weft  and  north  \  but  Vv  c  axe 
wandering  from  our  road  3  let  us  return  to 

Iran . 

The  principal  cities  of  Sind  are,  i.  DAI'Bb  L, 
where  the  Fortuguefe  had  a  fettlement.  2.  MAN* 
SURAT,  which  we  by  contraction  call  Surat , 
fituated  in  the  territory  of  KAMBAIA ,  a^  city 
well  known  to  our  merchants  and  tiavelleis  . 
and  3*  B  I RU  N,  famous  for  being  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Rlhan  an  excellent  Aftronomer  and 
Philofopher,  who  travelled  forty  years  in  India  , 
in  fearch  of  knowledge  ;  though  fome  writers 
fuppofe  him  to  be  a  native  of  another  Birin  ixl 

Kharezm. 

t  "  I  ■  '  : 

Hrv.r , ,  ■  >r,  . .  ■ 

Between  Mocran ,  the  mountains  of  which 
are  wafhed  by  a  branch  of  the  Indus ,  and  F erfis, 
is  the  province  of  KERMAN *,  or,  as  the  Anci¬ 
ents  called  it,  Carrrmnia  \  which  is  bounded  by 
the  defert  on  the  north,  and  on  the  fouth  by 
the  Ferfian  gulf  1  the  foil  of  Kerman  is  extremely 
dry,  as  it  is  watered  by  no  confiderable  river. 
The  cities  of  this  province  are,  1.  SIR  JAN > 
which  the  inhabitants  have  contrived  to  water 
*with  artificial  canals.  2.  ZEREND ,  and  3* 
HORMUZ ,  which  wras  formerly  on  the  con* 
tinent,  but  was  afterwards  transferred  to  an 
ifland  of  the  fame  name  in  the  gulf  of  Ferfia . 
The  commerce  of  this  city  was  removed  by  the 
Perfians  to  the  port  of  Abbas ,  or  Gomron ,  Many 
learned  men  were  born  in  Kerman ,  the  molt 
celebrated  of  whom  were  the  poets  Kbajah 
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Kermani ,  and  Omadeddin :  the  firft  of  them  was 
remarkable  for  the  richnefs  and  fplendour  of 
his  ftyle,  the  fecond  for  the  correcftnefs  and 
elegance  of  his  verfes  ;  they  both  left  collections 
of  their  Odes  and  Elegies. 

o 


To  the  weft  of  Pars  is  the  province  of  KHU~ 
ZISTAN*,  which  the  Greeks  called  Sujiana  ;  it 
has  no  mountain  in  it,  but  conftfts  wholly  of 
x  large  plains.  It  has  part  of  Perfian  Irak  on  the 
north,  the  Gulf  to  the  fouth  ;  and  it  extends 
weftward  as  far  as  the  plains  of  Wdffet,  and  the 
port  of  Bafra ,  whence  Milton  fays 


- *—  The  fouth 

Of  Suftana,  to  Balfara’s  haven . 


But  he  pronounces  the  word  Bafra  very  im~ 
properly,  and  makes  alfo  a  conftderable  mil- 
take,  in  putting  into  the  mouth  of  the  Tempter 
the  name  of  a  city,  which  was  ?iot  built  till  fix 
hundred  years  after  the  Temptation .  The  princi¬ 
pal  cities  of  Khuziftan  are,  i .  TO  S  TA  R  or 
SHUSTER ,  the  ancient  Sufa,  famous  for  a 
manufactory  of  rich  velvets.  2.  AHVEAZ which 
has  a  large  territory,  or  rather  province  around 
it :  the  country  of  Ahwaz  contains  the  fm alter 
cities  of  Cork 6b,  Dourdk ,  Ramhormoz. ,  and  Afcar 
Mo  cram. 


ARABIAN  or  Babylonian  IRAK  f,  the  ancient 
Babylonia  or  Chaldea ,  comprifes  the  dift  rifts. 
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which  lie  on  each  fide  of  the  Tigris,  and  con- 
fequently  has  Mejopoiamia  on  the  well,  and  Cu+ 
hijldn  or  Farthia  on  the  ead.  This  was  the  feat 
of  the  Babylonian  princes  ;  and  the  ruins  of 
Babel  or  Babylon  are  dill  fhown  at  fome  didance 
from  BAGDAD ,  the  capital  of  the  province, 
which  was  built  in  the  middle  of  the  eighth 
century  by  the  Calif  Aim  an  for.  i  his  city  was 
raffed  on  the  fpot,  where  a  Perlian  princefs 
had  formerly  built  a  palace,  which  die  called 
the  gift  of  Bag ,  the  name  of  her  idol  ;  but 
Almanfor  named  it  the  Manfton  of  Peace ,  becaufe 
he  had  jud  put  an  end  to  a  fortunate  war,  when 
the  city  was  fmifhed.  Bagdad  was  alfo  called 
2 AURA,  by  which  name  the  illuftrious  and 
amiable  Togrdi  mentions  it  in  his  poem, 
entitled  Lamia .  The  Arabians ,  who  inhabited 
this  City  under  the  Califs,  were  remarkable  for 
the  purity  and  elegance  of  their  d  lakct  ;  whence 
Sadi  beads,  that  he  knew  the  art  of  love,  as 
well  as  a  native  of  Bagdad  fpoke  the  language  of 
Arabia.  The  Tartars ,  Berdans,  and  Turns  have 
been  fu ocelli vely  in  polled!  on  of  this  city  :  it  was 
taken  in  the  year  1638  by  the  Sultan  Morad  III. 
and  it  has  remained  to  this  day  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turktjh  princes,  for  Aimed,  who  governed  it  in 
the  prefent  century,  had  the  addrefs  to  defend  it 
againd  the  repeated, aflaults  of  the  Ferjlans.  The 
other  coniiderable  cities  of  Irak  are;  2*  CUBA, 
from  which  the  ancient  Aralnck  letters  are  called 
Chfick,  for  the  modern  characters  were  not  in¬ 
vented  till  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century. 
The  neighbourhood  of  Gufa  has  been  rendered 
facred  to  the  Perftans  by  the  tombs  of  AH,  and 
his  fon  Hufjein ,  who  was  killed  on  the  plain  of 

Ker- 


/ 


A  DESGRlPTi^^P  ASIA 


A 


Kerbeld*.  fa  HE  IF,  remarkable  for  a  fountain 
of  naphtha  or  bitumen,  with  which,  according 
to  the  Oriental  tradition,  the  tower  of  Babel  was 
built  on  the  plains  of  Senaar.  4.  MAD  AIN,  neat 
.which  the  ancient  Ctefiphon  probably  flood  *  it 
was  the  metropolis  of  Irak  in  the  reign  of  Perviz 
whofe  throne  of  mafly  gold,  covered  with  jewels* 
together  with  other  ineftim able  treafures,  was 
found  in  it,  aftei  the  battle  of  GadeJJia ,  and  plun- 
dered  by  the  Arabs.  5.  HOLVAN ,  where  the 
Cahts  uied  to  refide  m  fummer  for  the  freflmefs 
of  its  air;  it  flands  in  the  mountains  between 
the  two  Iraks :  and,  laftly,  BASRA  a  com- 
niercial  City  well  known  to  our  merchants  ;  it 
is  unpleafantly  fltuated,  by  reafon  of  the  un¬ 
common  drynefs  of  the  foil ;  but  not  far  from 
it  the  river  Obolla  flows  through  a  delightful 
valley,  and  makes  it  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
fpots  in  Afia .  In  this  city  was  born  the  cele¬ 
brated  Hariri,  who  compofed  a  moral  work  in 
fifty  di flirtations  on  the  changes  of  fortune, 
and  the  various  conditions  of  human  life,  in- 
terfperfed  with  a  number  of  agreeable  adven¬ 
tures,  and  feveral  fine  pieces  of  poetry  *  the 


.  *  Mr*  Han™*y  fas  metamorphofed  this  Babylonian  plain 
into  a  Perfian  Prophet,  whom  he  calls  Gherbellai *  (Vol.  iv. 
page  74)^  Such  a  miftake  is  very  excufable,  as  the  name  of 
Kerbela  rings,  fays  M.  d-Hcrbdot ,  in  all  the  elegies  that  have 
een  compofed  on  the  death  of  Hujfein  ;  but  the  worthy, 
writer  had  too  great  a  confidence  in  his  authorities.  The 
twelve  prophets,  or,  more  properly,  high-priefis  of  the 
Berjian  are  A/;y  HuffUn,  Mill.  Mohammed, ,  Jafar, 

xufa,  Riza, Abu  Jdfar ,  Mi  III.  Ha(fan  II.  and  Mahadi , 
who  is  fuppofed  by  the  zealots  of  the' fed  to  be  hill  living, 
and  doomed  to  appear  on  the  laft  day  with  the  Mejfiah. 
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ftyle  of  thefe  difcourfes  *  is  fo  rich,  elegant, 
and  flowery,  that  a  man,  who  underftands  them 
accurately,  may  juftly  be  called  a  perfect  mafter 
of  the  Arab'uk  language. 

?  PERSIAN  IRAK,  named  alfo  CU HIST  AN  or 
the  mountainous  country ,  and  GEBAL,  which  has 
the  fame  ienfe  in  Arab'uk,  feems  to  be  the  Parthia 
of  the  Ancients :  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  words 
Parthia  and  Rerfia  were  both  taken  from  one 
word,  that  is.  Pars,  or  Parth,  for  the  Afialicks 
had  a  letter,  which  they  fometimes  pronounced 
th,  and  fpmetimes  s  ;  Pars  j-  fignifles  a  Leopard , 
and  the  country  might,  perhaps,  have  taken  its 
name  from  its  being  infefted  with  beafts  of  that 
fpecies  :  but  this  is  only  offered  as  a  conjecture, 
and  the  fact,  on  which  it  is  grounded,  may  hap¬ 
pen  not  to  be  true  ;  it  adds,  however,  fome 
weight  to  this  opinion,  that  the  people  of  Ajia 
frequently  gave  names  to  countries  from  the 
animals  which  were  found  in  them,  or  the  plants 
which  they  produced  :  thus  part  of  Africa  was, 
very  probably,  named  Libya  from  Lebia  J,  which 
fignifles  a  Lionefs  in  the  eaftern  dialects.  It  may 
be  worth  while  to  remark  in  this  place,  that  the 
Old  man  of  the  mountain,  who  is  mentioned  in 
our  accounts  of  the  Crufades,  was  no  other 
than  a  Prince  of  the  Ifmaelian  family,  who 
reigned  in  Gebal,  or  the  mountainous  province, 
\yith  the  title  of  Sheikh ,  an  Arabick  word,  figni- 
fying  an  Old  man  as  well  as  a  Prince . 


*  In  Arabick  Mecamat  or  Sittings, 
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The  two  Iraks  are  fald  to  be  fine  provinces ; 
and  their  beauties  are  particularly  deferibed  by 
the  Perfan  poet  Kkacani  in  his  poem  entitled  Ira- 
kehiy  the  dual  number  of  Irak. 

The  principal  cities  of  Cuhiftan  are,  je  IS¬ 
PAHAN,  which  the  Sefi  family  made  the  Me¬ 
tropolis  of  their  kingdom.  The  fplendour  and 
riches  of  this  city  under  Abbas,  and  his  imme¬ 
diate  fucceflbrs,  are  well  known  in  Europe  by  the 
relations  of  Chardin ,  who  has  deferibed  them  with 
a  minute  exact  nefs  ;  but  for  us,  who  prefer  the 
genius  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  luxury  of  its 
Kings,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  mention  the  learned 
men,  who  were  bom  in  it :  the  chief  of  them 
were  Omdd  Elcdteb ,  who  publiihed  the  life  of 
Seldheddin ,  whom  we  call  Saladin ,  in  feven 
volumes,  and  an  account  of  the  Siege  of  Jerufalem 
In  a  feparate  work,  both  written  in  a  flowery  and 
elevated  ftyle  ;  and  the  poet  K&mdleddin ,  who 
left  a  Divan ,  or  collection  of  his  elegant  verfes. 
2.  HAMAD  AN*,  an  agreeable  city,  fituated  near 
the  mountain  Ahead ,  and  remarkable  for  a  frefli 
and  temperate  air ;  it  was  the  birth-place  of  an 
eloquent  writer,  who  produced  feme  rhetorical 
difepuries,  in  imitation  of  which,  Hariri  com¬ 
peted  his  admirable  differtations.  3.  ROM ,  where 
the  richeft  Perfian  filks  were  woven.  4.  CASH  API, 
famous  likewife  for  its  manufactory  of  fllk,  and 
for  the  dangerous  venom  of  its  fcorpions,  which 
has  even  pafled  into  a  proverb.  5.  CAZVIN , 
called  alfo  Gemalabdd ,  or  the  Region  of  Beauty , 
where  many  able  fcholars,  and  learned  hiftorians 
were  born.  6.  RE  I,  the  in  oft  northern  city  of 
Parthia ,  in  which  were  born  the  fublime  philofo- 
pher  Fakhreddin ,  and  the  phyfician,  commonly 
2  called 
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called  Rdzi ,  whofe  works  begin  to  be  known 
in  Europe,  as  thofe  of  Boerhave  begin  to  be 
ftu died  in  AJia  :  and  7.  NOHAVEND ,  celebrated 
for  being  the  fcene  of  the  lall  battle,  which  the 
B  erf ia?is  were  able  to  give  to  the  Arabs ,  who 
gained  a  complete  vidlory  under  the  command  of 
Ebn  Yemen  in  the  year  of  Chrift  641,  on  a  day 
which  the  Arabians  call  *  The  victory  of  A  dories* 
Theft  cities,  together  with  Abher ,  Sava ,  and 
others,  have  been  exa&ly  defcribed  by  the 
traveller  Chardin . 

< 

The  province  of  Cuhiftdn  has  on  the  Eaft  the 
vail  defert  of  Noubendigdn ,  and,  on  the  Well, 
Azarbigian ,  the  ancient  Media  ;  its  fouthern  limits 
are  the  borders  of  Sufiana  ;  its  northern,  part  of 
Dilem  and  Mazenderan . 


AZARBIGIAN +,  or  Media,  ARRAN  or  Atro* 
fatia ,  and  ARMEN  A,  or  Armenia ,  are  confidered 
by  fome  Eaflern  Geographers  as  One  Province 
or  Kingdom,  and  we  may,  therefore,  defcribe 
them  together.  They  are  bounded  on  the  eaft 
by  part  of  Cuhiftdn ,  and  the  Cafpian  provinces, 
on  the  well,  by  Rum ,  or  the  lower  Afia  ;  on  the 
north  they  have  Georgia  and  Circajfia ,  on  the 
fouth,  a  canton  of  Mefopotamia ,  and  Curdiftdn , 
part  of  the  ancient  AJfyria .  The  moll  remark¬ 
able  cities  of  Azarbigian  are;  1.  ARD E B I L% 
confidered  as  facred  by  the  Perjians ,  for  contain¬ 
ing  the  tombs  of  Sefiaddin  and  Heider ,  the  vene¬ 
rable  anceflors  of  the  Seft  family.  2,  TABRIZ , 
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commonly  called  Tauris ,  which,  in  the  lafl  cen» 
tury,  was  a  large  and  beautiful  city,  but  has 
been  much  impaired  during  the  late  diforders 
in  Perfta :  it  Rands  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  • 
which  the  Greeks  called  Orontes ,  a  word  cor¬ 
rupted,  perhaps,  from  Orond ;  and  a  fmall  river 
winds  through  its  ftreets.  The  air  of  Tauris  is 
cool,  dry,  and  fo  healthy,  that  it  is  faid  to  have 
taken  its  name  from  its  quality  of  refilling  any 
noxious  infection  ;  for  Tab  fignihes  a  fever ,  and 
Riz  is  the  participle  of  Rtkhten ,  to  difperfe  *. 
There  was  an  ancient  city,  which  Rood  nearly 
in  the  fame  place,  and  is  called  by  Ptolemy . 

The  moR  illuRrious  perfon  born  at  Tabriz ,  was 
the  poet  Hemdm ,  who  flourilhed  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  and  was  contemporary  with  Sadi.  There 
is  a  very  agreeable  Rory  told  by  M.  d’ Her  be  lot 
of  thefe  two  poets,  which,  though  foreign  from 
thefubjeffc  of  geography,  deferves  to  be  inferted. 
Sadi,  who  fpent'his  youth  in  travelling,  hap¬ 
pened  to  rneet  Hemdm  in  a  certain  city,  either  in 
a  bath  or  at  a  banquet :  they  converfed  for  a 
long  time  without  knowing  one  another,  and 
difcovered  the  places  of  their  birth  ;  fome  time 
after,  Hemdm ,  obferving  that  Sadi  was  almoft 
bald,  a  defeat  imputed  to  the  air  of  Shiraz , 
fliowed  him  the  bottom  of  a  cup,  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  and  afked  him  how  it  happened ,  that 
the  heads  of  the  Shirazians  were  like  that  cup  :  Sadi , 
without  hefitating,  took  the  cup,  and,  prefenting 
the  hollow  part  of  it  to  his  companion,  tell  me 
frft ,  faid  he,  how  it  happens  that  the  heads  op  the 
Tabrizians  are  like  this.  Hemdm ,  who  was  Y£iy 
rich  and  well  born,  was  furprifed  at  fo  fmart  a 
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reply  from  a  dervife,  for  Sadi  ufed  to  travel  in 
that  drefs,  and  began  to  treat  him  with  more 
refpect :  44  You  come ,  faid  he,  from  Shiraz  ;  do  you 
44  know  Sadi  f  has  he  comtofed.  any  new  piece  of 
“  poetry  f”  Sadi  replied,  that  he  knew  him,  and 
repeated  feme  of  his  iineft  verfes.  The  other 
was  highly  pleafed  with  them,  and  afked  him 
if  the  people  of  Shiraz  fet  any  value  on  the  poems  of 
Remain  \  he  anfwered,  that  they  were  greatly  ad¬ 
mired,  and  repeated  a  couplet  taken  from  them, 
which  intimated,  44  that  there  was  a  veil  between 
cs  his  beloved  and  him ,  but  that  it  was  time  to 
C4  remove  it ,  arid  have  a  full  view  of  her  perfec- 
44  tions A  Upon  this  they  made  themfelves  known 
to  each  other,  and  cultivated  the  ft  rich  eft  friend- 
fliip  till  their  death. 


,  The  great  cities  of  Arran  and  Armenia  are, 
GANG  I  A,  and  EREVAN. ,  its  Capital,  a  large  but 
unpieaiant  town,  without  any  fine  edifice  in  it, 
or  any  other  ornament  than  a  number  of  gardens, 
and  vineyards.  Some  Geographers,  and  among’ 
them  the  prince  of  Hamah ,  place  in  Armenia 
tne  cities  which  we  confider  as  belonging  to 
Georgia  or  Gurgifdn  ;  thefe  are  SHAMCUR ,  and 
TEFLIS ,  a  city  not  large  but  tolerably  elegant  : 
it  is  wafhed  on  the  eaftern  fide  by  the  river 
Ixer  or  Cyrus,  and  defended  on’  the  other  Tides 
by  ftrong  and  beautiful  walla. 


SHIRVAN *  and  DAGHESTAN]-  or  The  coun¬ 
try  of  nocks ,  are  thofe  provinces  which  Milton  calls 
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- The  Hyrcanian  cliffs 

Of  Caucafus ,  and  dark  Iberian  dales. 

The  firft  of  them  feerns  to  be  derived  from 
i Shtr,  a  lion,  and  the  fecond  from  Ddgh ,  a  cliff. 
Da<jheJlan ,  the  ancient  Albania ,  which  is  inha¬ 
bited  by  a  bold  and  warlike  race  of  banditti, 
called  Lekzies ,  reaches  along  the  Cafpian  to  the 
borders  of  the  Ruffian  Empire :  it  has  on  the 
north  the  vail  defect  of  Gape  ha  c,  which  has  ever 
been  the  nprfery  of  hardy  and  untamed  war- 
riours ;  and  extends  from  the  Wolga  to  the  im- 
menfe  regions  of  north-eaRern  Tartary  or  Siberia . 
The  cities  of  Shir  van  are,  i.  RACU ,  a  port  on 
the  Cafpian  lake,  whence  it  is  called  the  Sea  of 
Bdcu :  2.  SHAMAKHI ,  a  city  well  known  to 
the  Ruffians  :  and  3.  DERBEND  or  the  barrier , 
which  Rands  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Caucafus  or 
Keitdf ,  and  commands  the  Cafpian  :  this  place 
was  called  by  the  ancients  Cafpiee  portae ,  by  the 
Turks,  Demir  Capi ,  or,  the  gate  of  iron ,  and  by 
the  Arabs,  Bdbelabwab  *  or  the  important  paf- 
fage .  It  was  anciently  confidered  as  the  boun* 
dary  of  the  Berfian  Empire,  and  an  old  king 
of  Ferfia  built  to'  the  north  of  it  a  vaft  wall,  like 
that  of  China ,  which  has  been  repaired  at  differ¬ 
ent  times,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incurfions  of 
the  Khozdrs ,  and  other  favage  nations,  who  in- 
fefted  the  rocks  between  the  Cafpian  and 
Euxine  feas.  Some  ruins  of  this  mound  are  Rill 
to  be  feen,  and  the  cement  of  it  is  as  hard  as 
marble.  This  city  was  once  thought  fo  con¬ 
siderable,  that  the  governor  of  it  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  giving  audience  in  a  golden  chair ,  whence 


#  Literally  The  gate  of  gates . 
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the  territory  around  it  was  called  Serireddhehab, 
or,  the  throne  of  gold 

DILEM  and  GHILAN ",  the  country,  perhaps, 
of  the  ancient  Cadufii  and  Gelce are  defcribed 
together  by  the  illixftrious  Geographer  Abu9 1 
teddy  prince  or  Hamah  y  who  reckons  but  feven 
towns  in  them,  neither  of  which  are  at  all  re¬ 
markable  :  thefe  provinces,  according  to  him., 
contain  two  degrees  from  fouth  to  north,  and 
about  three  from  weft  to  eaft.  Thefe  two  coun¬ 
tries,  joined  to  TABERESTANy  and  MAZEN- 
DERADj  f  ieem  to  form  the  great  kingdom, 
called  by  the  Ancients  Hyrcania  and  Margiana . 
The  capital  of  Mazenderan  is,  AiTERABAD, 
which  frauds  in  the  territory  of  Jorjdn  ;  and  the 
chief  city  of  Taber  eft  an  is,  AMOLy  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Ibn  Joreir  or  Taberiy  an  exact  and 
agreeable  Hiftorian,  whofe  work  was  pub- 
liftied  in  Arabic k  at  the  beginning  of  the  tenth 
century,  and  has  lince  been  tranilated  by  eminent 
writers  into  Perftan  and  Turkijh. 

Khuarezniy  or  KHAREZM J,  the  country  of 
the  ancient  Ghorafmiiy  lies  on  each  fide  of  the 
OxuSy  as  far  as  the  place  where  it  formally 
difcharged  itfeif  into  the  Cafpian ;  fo  that  it  be¬ 
longs  partly  to  Iran,  partly  to  Turdn  :  it  has 
great  Tartary  on  the  north  and  north-eaft, 
Khorafdn  on  the  fouth,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
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eaft  by  the  Tranfbxan  provinces.  The  word 
Kharezm  fignifies  in  old  Perfian  an  eafy  conqueft , 
and  took  its  name,  we  are  told,  from  an  ex- 
preffion  of  Cyrus ,  who,  having  in  this  country, 
defeated  a  numerous  army  of  Turanians ,  with 
little  lofs  on  his  fide,  was  heard  to  fay 
Kharezm  bud ,  or,  ft  waj*  rg/y  vitlory  ;  a  tradi¬ 
tion,  which  feems  to  prove  the  antiquity  of  the 
Perfian  language,  for  Rezm ,  in  tlie  modern 
dialed,  fignifies  a  battle ,  and  Bud,  it  was . 
The  Kharezmians  have  always  been  efteemed 
lovers  of  mufick  and  poetry  ;  fome  of  their 
verfes  are  preferved  in  Arabick ,  which  were  very 
fprightly  and  elegant.  They  have  not  a  very 
warm  climate,  for  their  rivers  are  generally 
frozen  in  winter.  The  principal  cities  of  Kharezm 
are,  i.  CORCANGE,  whofe  ‘  inhabitants  ufed  to 
traffick  in  raw  filk  and  faftron  ;  it  Hands  on  the 
weft  of  the  Oxus ,  which  in  this  place  bends  its 
•courfe  to  the  north.  2.  CATH ,  once  the  capital 
of  the  province.  3.  HEZARESB ,  famous  for  a 
caftle  almoft  impregnable.  4.  DARGAN ,  the 
firft  city  which  you  enter,  if  you  come  from  Meru 
in  Khorafdn .  5.  ZAMAKHSHAR ,  renowned  only 
for  being  the  birth-place  of  a  great  fcholar  and 
able  grammarian,  commonly  called  Zamakhjhari* , 
author  of  a  moft  learned  and  entertaining  work 
in  ninety-nine  chapters,  which  he  chofe  to  en¬ 
title  Al  Rabj ,  or  The  Vernal  Recreation  f  :  to  thefe 
cities  Abulfeda  adds  FARABR  a  fmall  town  clofe 
to  th GOxus,  near  which  the  river  is  fordable? 
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BADAKHS  HAN  and  TO  KHARE  S  TAN  * 


the  countries  of  the  ancient  Majfagetce ,  lie  to¬ 
wards  the  fource  of  the  Gihun  or  Oxus ,  and  are 
feparated  from  Turan  by  the  diftrict  of  Iihotldn , 
and  the  town  of  Vakhjh ,  which  Rands  in  a  plea- 
fa  nt  and  fruitful  territory.  There  is  a  city  alfo 
named  Badakhjh'an ,  near  which  are  fome  mines, 
where  the  balafs  rubies  are  commonly  found. 
We  have  a  colledtion  of  poems  by  a  native  of 
this  country,  who  is  commonly  called  Badakjhi ; 
one  of  his  couplets  is  quoted  by  M.  d’ Herb e lot , 
in  which  he  compares  the  life  of  man  to  an  hour - 
glafsj  that  is  always  alternately  high  and  low  f. 
On  the  fouth  of  Badakfidn  is  the  province  and 
city  of  CANDAHAR  j,  Rtuated  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  the  Greeks  called  Paropamifus . 

ALGEZ I  RAH,  or  the  Peninfula ,  for  fo  the 
Arabians  call  the  province  of  Mefopotamia ,  lies, 
as  its  Greek  name  imports,  between  the  two 
rivers  Tigris  and  Euphrates ,  or,  as  the  Eafterns 
call  them,  Degelah ,  and  Fordt.  This  extenfive 
country  is  divided  into  four  Didr ,  or  cantons , 
which  took  their  names  from  as  many  Arabian 
tribes,  who  formerly  fettled  In  them  ;  that  of 
Beer  is  beft  known  to  our  Geographers.  The 
principal  cities  of  Mefopotamia  are,  i.  ROHA0 
called  by  our  writers  Edejfa ,  which  was  taken 
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by  the  Crufaders,  and  afterwards  recovered  by 
the  'Perfians  from  Baldwin ,  King  of  Jerufalem. 
2.  HARR  AN \  which  the  Romans  called  Carr  h<z , 
where  Crajfus  and  his  army  were  defeated.  3. 
RACGA,  not  Aradla ,  as  it  is  written  in  the  maps, 
the  birth-place  of  the  aftronomer  Batdni,  a 
very  accurate  obferver  of  the  heavens.  4.  NAS- 
SIB  IN,  the  Ntfibe  of  the  Ancients,  which  has 
been  a  fubjefl  of  perpetual  contention  between 
the  Perfian  and  Roman  Emperors  :  and,  5.  MU¬ 
SE  L,  near  which  it  is  fuppofed,  that  Niniveh 
was  anciently  built ;  it  was  the  native  city  of 
an  excellent  mufician,  thence  named  Mufeli,  who, 
by  the  power  of  his  melody,  is  faid  to  have 
reconciled  the  Calif  Al  Rapid  to  the  fair  Ma- 
ridah,  his  miftrefs,  at  whofe  behaviour  he  had 
taken  fome  offence. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

THE  TARTARIAN  KINGDOMS, 

THE  large  and  beautiful  kingdom,  which 
lies  between  the  Gihun  and  Sihun ,  or  the 
ancient  Oxus  and  Tdxartes ,  is  called  by  the  Per- 
bans  TU RAN  by  the  ,  Arabians,  Mawaran - 

nahar  f ,  or.  The  province  beyond  the  river ,  and  by 
the  Greeks  Sogdiana ,  from  the  pleafant  valley  of 
Sogd,  which  fhall  prefen tly  be  defer! bed  :  they 
might  have  called  it  Mefopotamia ,  if  that  name 
had  not  been  before  applied  to  another  country. 
It  has  Tibet  on  the  eaft,  and  on  the  north,  the 
vaft  regions  of  Turkeftan  or  Scythia ,  which  reach 
to  the  confines  of  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe  Em¬ 
pires.  The  valley  or  plain  of  SOGD  J  paffes 
among  the  Afiaticks  for  one  of  the  moft  delight¬ 
ful  fpots  in  the  world  ;  it  is  an  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  in  length,  and  fixty  in  breadth, 
andr  a  iarge  riveivmamed  Cai9  rolls  through  it, 
which  branches  into  a  tho-ufand  clear  ftreams, 
that  water  the  gardens  and  cultivated  lands, 
with  which  the  whole  plain  is  covered.  In  the 
midft  of  this  vale  Hands  the  city  of  SAMAR - 
CAND ,  which  was  very  rich  and  flouriihing  in 
the  fourteenth  century  :  the  territory  is  now 
poiieiled  by  the  Uzbeks ,  a  warlike  nation,  who 
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took  it  from  tlie  defcenclants  of  Tamerlane .  That 
Cmqueror  was  born  at  CASH ,  a  pleafant  city, 
about  a  day’s  journey  from  Samar tand.  In  fliort, 
Sogdiana  lies  in  the  fame  climate  with  Italy  and 
Provence ,  and  lias  the  advantage  of  a  iky  per¬ 
petually  clear,  the  coolefl  rivers,  and  the  moft 
excellent  fruits.  The  other  famous  cities  of 
Tranfoxiana  are,  i.  BOKHARA ,  through  which 
the  Ruffian  merchants  uied  to  pafs  in  their  jour¬ 
neys  to  China  ;  it  was  in  this  century  the  feat  of 
a  iovereign  prince,  whom  Mirza  Mahadi  calls 
king  of  Bokhara ,  by  which  he  means  the  whole 
territqry  of  Sogdiaria.  2.  NAKHSHEB ,  where 
a  celebrated  author  was  born,  who  wrote  in 
Peril  an  a  book  called  The  Tales  of  a  Parrot ,  not 
unlike  the  Decamerone  of  Boccace .  3.  Z  A  MI  If 

where  the  fin  eft  manna  of  all  A  fa  is  gathered. 
4.  OS  RUSH  A  If  furrounded  by  a  diffrief,  that 
has  four  hundred  ftrong  cattles  in  it.  5.  FAR - 
GAHAj  the  birth-place  of  a  great  aftronomer, 
ufually  called  Alfargdnf  who  flourifhed  in  the 
ninth  century.  The  mountains  near  Far  gar,  a 
abound  in  turkis-ftones,  as  well  as  in  rich  mines 
of  gold  and  filver. 

The  vaft  Empire,  which  lies  beyond  the  Id  te¬ 
ar  tes ,  between  the  dominions  of  the  Czar  and 
the  Emperor  of  China ,  is  called  by  the  Afiaticks , 
who  fpeak  correctly,  TURKESTAN  or, 
She  country  of  the  Oriental  Turks ,  an  ancient 
and  martial  people,  who,  under  the  names  of 
Getes ,  Moguls ,  and  Tartars ,  have,  at  different 
times,  poured  in  great  numbers  into  the  more 
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weftern  and  fouthern  kingdoms.  The  principal 
cities  of  Turkejldn  are,  i .  BALASAGUN ,  which 
was  once  its  Capital.  2.  SHASH ,  which  gives 
its  name  to  a  river  that  hows  from  the  Si  bun, 
and  joins  another  called  Far  ah.  3.  SHAH  RO¬ 
IC  HI  A,  built  by  Tamerlane  upon  the  birth  of  his 
fon5  whom  he  called  Sbahrokh ,  or,  Cneck  wito 
the  rook ,  becaufe  he  was  playing  at  cnefs,  and 
had  juft  beaten  his  adverfary  by  that  ftroke, 
when  he  received  news  of  the  prince’s  birth. 
This  city  ftands  on  the  banks  of  the  luxuries, 
over  which  there  is  a  large  and  elegant  bridge 
in  this  part.  4.  FAR  A  B,  or  FARIAB ,  other- 
wife  called  Otrdr ,  the  birth-place  of  two  very 
learned  men,  the  great  plnlofopher  and  mufician 
Al  Faridbi ,  and  an  able  grammarian,  known  to 
us  by  the  name  of  Al  Jouheri ,  or,-  Tue  Jewellei , 
who  compiled  a  voluminous  dictionary  of  the 
Arabick  language,  entitled  Sehdh,  in  which  the 
principal  words  are  iiluftrated  by  chofen  paffages 
from  the  old  Arabian  poets  *.  #  There  is  nothing 
very  remarkable  in  tire  other  cities  of  Turkejldn, 
as  Ildk ,  Tozicdt,  and  the  reft  ;  they  Hand  between 
the  ninety-ninth,  and  hundred  and  firft  degrees 
of  longitude,  and  are  between  forty-one  and 
forty-three  from  the  Equator.  The  province  of 


*  This  laborious  fcholar  loft  his  fenfes  through  an  excefs  of 
learning,  and  was  killed  by  a  fall  in  a  mad  attempt  to  fly 
with  a  "pair  of  waxen  wings.  The  title  of  his  work  Sehah 

^  1  figmifies purity?  and  alfo  health',  which  gave  oc ca¬ 

tion  to  a  ridiculous  miftake  of  a  French  Orientalift,  who 
tranllated  the  life  of  Tamerlane  from  the  Arabick:  the  hifto- 
rian,  fpeaking  of  the  death  of  a  certain  Arab,  fays,  he  died 
like  toe  author  of  Sehah,  that  is,  by  a  fall  from  the  top  of  his 
houfe,  which  the  Frenchman,  not  knowing  the  allufion, 
tranilates,  he  died  in  perfett  health . 
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KUO  TO  LAN  defer ves,  Indeed,  to  be  more  par¬ 
ticularly  mentioned;  it  lies  between  Tartary , 
Badakhjhan ,  and  the  territory  of  Balkh  ;  its  chief 
city,  which  has  alfo  a  confiderable  diflricf  around 
it,  is  named  VAKHSH ;  and  the  whole  country 
is  reprefented  as  fruitful,  pleafant,  watered  by 
feveral  rivulets,  and  even  rich  in  goldeij  ore, 
which  the  ftreams  often  bring  down  the  moun¬ 
tains  mingled  with  their  fand. 

i  ■  i 

At  the  extremity  of  Turkejlan ,  are  the  coun- 
tries  of  K  HAT  A  and  KHOTEN ,  which  border 
on  China ,  and,  in  this  century,  "were  governed 
by  an  independent  King,  who  feet  an  ambaifa- 
oor  to  hader  Shah,  The  city  of  Khoten  has  a 
large  territory  round  it  of  the  fame  name,  which 
is  famous  for  producing  very  fine  mufk,  equal 
to  that,  of  Tibet .  A  Perftan  poet,  quoted  by 
Go l ins  in  one  of  his  manufcripts  %  alludes* 
to  the  mufk  or  this  country  in  the  following 
pail  age  :  **  \v  hen  thy  charming  letter  was 
£  brought  to  me,  I  faid  ;  “  Is  it  the  zephyr 
“  that  breathes  from  the  gardens,  or  is  the  iky 
4C  burning  wood  of  aloes  on  the  cenfer  of  the 
cc  fun  ?  or  is  a  caravan  of  mufk  coming  from 
Khoten  ff'*  To  underhand  thefe  verfes,  we 


*  See  Bibliotheque  Orient  ah,  p.  999.  where,  by  fome 
accident,  the  original  of  the  third  verfe  is  omitted. 
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muft  know,  that  the  Afiaticks  have  a  cuftom  of 
perfuming  their  letters,  which  they  tie  up  in 
little  bags  of  fattin  or  damalk.  The  city  of 
CASHGAR  alfo,  with  its  territory,  belongs, 
according  to  fome  writers,  to  Khata  ;  as  well  as 
KHAN  BALER,  which  the  Eaftern  Geographers 
place  actually  in  the  Chinefe  Empire ;  this  is  not 
the  Cambalu  of  our  travellers,  which  is  properly 
called  Cabalig,  and  Hands  forty-four  degrees 
from  the  Line,  and  an  hundred  and  three  from 
the  Canaries.  CARACUM  is  likewife_  a  city  of 
Khata,  and  is  fituated  in  a  large  plain  covered 
with  black  fand,  from  which  it  derives  its  name. 

All  this  exteniive  Empire  was  conquered  in  the 
thirteenth  century  by  Tamugin  or  Genghiz,  who 
penetrated  even  into  China,  which  his  fuccelTor 
Oddi'  almoft  wholly  fubdued,  and  took  the  city 
of  Nam  Km,  or  Nang  King,  where  the  Chinefe 
prince  Altun  burned  hiinfclf  anti  all  his  family, 
that  he  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Moguls. 
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C  H  A  P.  III. 

T II E  INDIAN  E  M  P I R  E. 

r"|p  H  E  celebrated  Empire  of  India  is  called 
jf  by  the  Perftans  Hind ,  or  'HINDUSTAN 

The  Country  of  the  Hindus  :  it  is  bounded  on  the 
weft  and  fouth  by  the  Ocean,  on  the  north  by 
C and  a  bar  and  Turin,  on  the  eaft  by  Chin  or  China  ; 
for  fo  the  Afiaticks  call  the  Peninfula  beyond  the 
Ganges ,  .which  comprifes  the  kingdoms  of  Ti- 
pra ,  Afam ,  Aracan ,  and  Siam .  1  he  country  of 
Hind  is  divided  into  three  parts  ;  i .  Guzerat ,  or 
DECAN,  including  moil  of  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces,  and,  among  them,  the  city  and  territory 
of  S  U  ME  NAT,  where  Sadi,  as  he  tells  us  in  his 
Eoftan,  had  an  adventure  with  the  worihippers 
of  an  ivory  image,  whole  artful  contrivance  he 
detected  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.  2.  MALABAR, 
or.  The  country  of  the  Malais ;  which  includes  what 
the  Arabians  call  Beladelfulful ,  or,  Use  land  of 
pepper  f,  and  is  terminated  on  the  fouth  by  the 
cape,  of  Comron ,  famous  for  producing  the  belt 
aloe-wood,  a  favorite  perfume  of  the  Afiaticks  ; 
to  the  fouth  weft  of  this  promontory  are  the 
numerous  iilands,  which  we  call  Maldives,  and 
the  Arabs  Rabthdt ,  and  a  little  to  the  fouth  eaft, 
the  famed  Serandib  or  Sedan,  which  pro¬ 
duces  fo  many  precious  perfumes,  jewels,  and 
fpices.  M.  d 9  Her  helot  remarks,  that  the  Eaflern 
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Geographers  fay  nothing  of  the  cinnamon,  with 
which  Serandib  abounds,  and,  as  they  call  that 
fpice  the  wood  of  China ,  he  imagines,  with  fame 
appearance  of  probability,  that  it  was  trans¬ 
planted  to  Sedan  by  the  Chinefe ,  who,  as  it  is 
currently  reported,  had  once  a  great  connection 
with  the  natives  of  that  ifland.  Farther  eait- 
ward  are  the  iilancls  of  Samander ,  or  Sumatra , 
Rami ,  or  Lameri ,  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
Java ,  though,  by  the  accounts  of  it,  one  would 
take  it  for  the  fame  with  Samander ,  and  then 
Albinoman  wall  be  Java ,  Jdlus ,  the  Moluccas ,  and 
Mehrage ,  or  Soborma ,  Romeo  ;  to  which  idle  the 
Eafterns  feem  to  confine  their  knowledge  of 
Afiatick  Geography*;  for  what  they  call  the 
ifle  of  An  am,  is  no  other  than  the  Southern  part 
of  the  peninfula,  which  the  ancients  named  The 
Golden  Cherfonnefe ;  and  as  to  5'z>z/,  SzVi,  and  Saw 
dafulat ,  they  are  rather  ports  on  the  coaft  of 
China  than  i (lands.  The  city  of  Khancii ,  which 
the  learned  African  Prince  Edrijfi  mentions, 
feems  to  be  the  Canton  of  our  merchants. 

The  third  diviiion  of  Hind  is  called  MARER  f 
by  the  Arabians ,  and  extends  from  the  gulf  of 
Bengal  on  both  lides  of  the  Ganges  as  far  north¬ 
ward  as  the  limits  of  Kupele  ;  and  here  we  may 
obferve,  that  it  isufual  with  the  Afiaticks  to  give 
the  fame  name  to  the  countries,  which  lie  on 
both  (ides  of  any  conliderable  river :  thus  the 
province  of .  Sind  is  divided  by  the  Indus ,  Kha - 
ream  by  the  Oxus ,  Palejline  by  the  Arden  or  Jom 


*  They  pretend,  that  a  city  called  Jamcut  is  iituated 
the  extremity  of  our  Hemifphere. 
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dan ,  Egypt  by  the  Nile,  and  this  part  of  India 
by  the  Ganges .  The  ancient  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  prevailed  in  this  country,  feems  to 
have  been  perfedfly  feudal ;  all  the  territories 
were  governed  by  Rads  or  Rajas ,  who  held 
their  lands  of  a  fupreme  lord  called  Belhdr ,  the 
feat  of  whofe  refidence  was  the  city  of  CAN - 
NOUGE ,  now  in  ruins.  There  is  a  curious 
book  at  Oxford ,  which  was  prefented  to  the 
Univerfity  by  Mr.  Pope ,  and  contains  the  pic^ 
tures  of  all  the  Kings  who  reigned  in  India ,  from 
the  in  oft  early  times  to  the  age  of  Timur ,  whofe 
defcendant  Baber  founded  the  monarchy  of  the 
Moguls  at  the  opening  of  the  fixteenth  century. 

DEHLf  called  alfo  Shahgehdnabad ,  was  the 
Capital  of  a  kingdom,  which  bore  the  fame 
name,  where  a  race  of  Mahomedan  princes  reigned 
before  Tamerlane ,  who  were  lovers  of  poetry 
and  eloquence,  and  liberal  patrons  of  learned 
men  :  this  City,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  the  ' 
Indian  Empire,  has  been  agreeably  defcribed  by 
M.  Bernier ,  who  tells  a  pleating  ftory  of  two 
Raja’s,  named  Gemel  and  Polta ,  who  were  be- 
iieged  in  a  caftle  by  Sultan  Acbar ,  where,  fear¬ 
ing  to  be  led  in  chains  by  an  infulting  Conqueror, 
they  made  a  defperate  fally,  in  which  they  loft 
their  lives  fighting  boldly  to  the  Lift  moment : 
lie  adds,  that  Acbar  ordered  the  ftatues  of  thefc 
two  illuftrious  brothers  to  be  cut  in  marble 
upon  two  elephants,  and  placed  over  the  gates 
of  Dehli.  To  the  north  weft  of  this  city  ftands 
Lahawar  or  LAHOR ,  the  capital  of  Penjdb ,  or. 
The  five  Rivers ,  a  province  fo  called,  becaufe 
the  Indus  is  in  that  part  divided  into  five  large 
branches  :  it  feems  to  have  been  the  ancient' 
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kingdom  of  For  or  Poms  which  is  alrnofl  the 
only  Afiatick  word.,  that  the  Greeks  have  not 
corrupted,  Our  travellers  mention  a  fine  road 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  with  rows  of 
beautiful  trees  on  each  fide,  that  reached  from 
Agra  to  Labor  ;  and  it  is  obfervable  that  the 
P'erjians  call  that  city  alfo  Rdhver  f,  in  allnfion, 
perhaps,  to  this  road.  We  cannot  forbear  men* 
tioning  in  this  place  the  city  of  BENARES  on 
the  Ganges ,  famous  for  an  academy  or  college 
of  Indian  priefts,  commonly  called  Bramens ,  who 
once  pofieffed  all  the  learning  of  India ,  and 
fpoke  the  language,  in  which  Bldpai  wrote  his 
excellent  fables  :  there  are  fome  of  this  frater¬ 
nity  remaining,  but  their  learning,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  has  not  been  preferred  among  them  in 
any  great  degree,  and  their  ancient  language 
begins,  like  the  Greek ,  to  be  refpe&ed  rather  than 
known. 


*  In  Terfian which  fignifles  alfo  in  Indian  a  manfion, 
an  abode ,  a  city  ;  hence  Bijay  or,  wrfP  ufually  called 

gifapor . 

f  In  Perjian literally,  having  a  road. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

THE  TURKISH  EMPIRE. 


rpHE  peninfula  of  ARABIA ,  for  fo  it  is  called  by 
the  eaftern  Geographers,  has  the  gulf  of  Perfia 
on  the  north-eaft,  and  the  fea  of  Ommdn  on  the 
fonth,  whence  the  province,  that  lies  between 
them,  took  the  name  of  Bahrein ,  or,  The  Two 
Seas ;  it  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the  Bahar 
A!  Yemen ,  or  Red  Sea ,  which  has  alfo  the  name 
'  of  Colzom ,  taken  from  T  town  of  Egypt ,  now 
entirely  ruined  ;  on  the  north  it  has  Sham  or 
Syria .  The  triple  divihon  of  Arabia  into  Yemen9 
or  the  Happy ,  Hejdz ,  or  the  Defert ,  and  Hajar , 
or  the  Stony i  is  well  known  to  every  reader  ;  yet 
it  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  add  a  fhort  defcription  of 
thofe  three  provinces. 


YEMEN* ,  a  delightful  country,  which  had  its 
Arabick  name  from  the  advantages  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  is  divided  from  Hejdz  by  high  mountains 
and  vaft  defeats  ;  It  produces  the  iineft  incenfe, 
and  other  valuable  perfumes  :  the  fweetnefs  of 
its  fruits,  the  refrefliing  fhade  of  Its  woods,  and 
the  coolnefs  of  its  rivers,  which  flow  perpetually 
down  the  mountains,  make  ample  amends  to 
its  inhabitants  for  the  heat  of  the  climate,  which 
muft  needs  be  very  intenfe,  as  the  city  of  ADEN 
is  but  eleven  degrees  from  the  Line.  Its  other 
principal  cities  are,  j.  SANAA ,  which  wras  the 
feat  of  the  TobdYs ,  or  ancient  kings  of  Yemen . 
2.  ZEBWj  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude,  a  com¬ 
mercial  city,  known  to  the  merchants,  who  fail 
from  Ethiopia  or  India.  3.  Mdreb ,  or  Sabar  the 
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city  of  the  Arabian  Princefs  who  vifited  Solomon , 
fituated  in  a  fertile  territory  called  HA  D- 
HR  AMU  T,  the  Hadramytene  of  Ptolemy .  We 
muff  not  omit,  that  the  entrance  into  the  Red 
Sea  is  called  by  the  Arabians  the  gate  of  tears 
becaufe  that  part  of  the  ocean  is  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous. 


HEjAZ,  or  the  Defeat ,  is  principally  celebra¬ 
ted  for  its  two  cities,  MECCA ,  the  birth-place  of 
Mahomed ,  renowned  over  all  Afia  for  its  Caaba , 
or  Square  Temple,  which  the  old  Arabians  ufed  to 
decorate  with  the  moft  beautiful  compolitions  of 
their  poets,  written  in  golden  chara&ers  on  the 
filky  paper  of  Egypt ;  and  TATREB ,  or  Teiha, 
called  alfo,  by  excellence,  ALMED  IN  A,  or  The 
City ,  in  which  the  Arabian  lawgiver  was  buried. 

b  The  chief  city  of  HA  JAR  is  TAM  AM  A,  which 
gives  its  name  to  the  territory  around  it :  this 
was  the  country,  of  the  ancient  people  called 
Thamud  f  ;  who  were  extirpated,  according  to 
the  traditions  of  Arabia ,  for  refilling  to  break 
their  idols  at  the  command  of  the  prophet 
Saleh, 

SHAM  J,  or  Syria ,  has  Hajar  on  the  fouth,  and 
part  of  the  lower  Afia  on  the  north ;  its  eaftern 
and  wefiern  limits  are  the  Euphrates  and  the 
Mediterranean .  This  country  is  fo  well  known 
to  our  hiftori.ans,  ancient  and  modern,  and  to 
all  our  travellers  and  merchants,  that  very 


*  In  Arabick  Wjb  Bahelmandeb. 
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little  needs  be  laid  of  it  in  this  place  ;  there  is 
fcarce  a  city  in  it,  which  has  not  had  its  particular 
liiftory,  written  in  feveral  volumes  by  authors, 
who  feemed  to  forget  how  fmall  a  part  of  the 
globe  they  inhabited,  compared  with  the  vaft 
Empires  described  in  the  preceding  pages.  The 
two  principal  cities  of  Syria  are,  i.  DAMASHCy 
or  Damafcus ,  near  which  is  a  valley  or  plain 
reprefented  by  the  Arabians  as  a  mo  ft  charming 
fpot,  and  one  of  the  four  paradifes  of  Afia . 
2.  HOLAB ,  or  Aleppo ,  where  the  learned  Pocock 
acquired  fo  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  Arabick 
language.  3.  JERUSALEM ,  or  Alcods,  The  Holy, 
which  is  ftill  held  facred  by  the  Mahomeda-ns, 
who,  whatever  may  be  faid  to  the  contrary,  are 
certainly  a  feet  of  Chriflians  ;  if,  indeed,  they 
deferve  the  name,  while  they  follow  the  impious 
hereby  of  Arius. 

RUM*,  or  the  Roman  provinces,  which  are  alfo 
called  Anatolia,  have  the  Empire  of  Iran  on  the  eaft, 
and  are  bounded  on  the  other  hides  by  the  Black 
Sea ,  the  Archipelago,  and  the  Mediterranean ;  this  is 
the  country  fo  juftly  famed  for  producing  many 
of  the  great  poets  and  fine  writers  of  the  ancient 
world,  fo  that,  whatever  may  be  faid  of  the 
Perfian  and  Arabian  compofitions  by  tliofe  who 
are  unable  to  read  them,  it  cannot  be. denied 
even  by  them ,  that  Afa  has  given  birth  to  men  of 
the  brighteft  parts,  and  the  mofc  exalted  genius. 
The  Thracian  B  of  phones,  fo  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  fictions  of  the  old  poets,  feparates  this  part 
of  Aft  a  from  the  city  of  CONSTANTINOPLE , 
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which  was  made  the  feat  of  the  Tnrkifo  Sultans 
in  that  memorable  period,  when  learning  revived. 
in  Italy,  and  the  art  of  printing ,  which  was  then 
invented,  ferved  to  promote  and  to  fix  it ;  when 
our  apartments  were  firft  adorned  with  the  vafes 
of  China  and  the  filks  of  India  ;  when  a  new  world 
was  dlfcovered  and  fubdued  ;  when  the  light  of 
reafon  and  liberty  was  fpread  over  part  of 
Chrl/lendom ,  and  delivered  it  from  the  worft  of  op- 
preffion,  the  tyranny  of  fuperftltion  and  impojlure • 
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-Here  thou  beholdft 


AJJyria ,  and  her  Empire’s  ancient  bounds, 

Araxes ,  and  the  Gafpian  lake  ;  thence  on 

$ 

As  far  as  Indus  eaft,  Euphrates  weft, 

And  oft  beyond — —  ■  For  now  the  Parthian  king 

In  Ctefiphon  hath  gathered  all  his  hoft 

•» 

Againft  the  Scythian ,  whofe  incurfions  wild 
Have  wafted  Sogdiana • 

MILTON. 
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CAIUMARAS  who  feems  to  be  the  King 
of  Elam  mentioned  in  the  Scripture, 
founded  the  Perfian  Empire,  and  fixed  the  feat 
of  it  in  the  province  of  Azarhigian .  He  was 
oppofed  in  his  noble  enterprifes  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  mountains  and  forefts,  who, 
like  the  wild  Tartars  and  Arabs ,  dwelled  in  tents 
or  caverns,  and  led  a  rambling  life  among  rocks 
and  in  deferts.  The  rude  appearance  of  thefe 
Savages,  compared  with  the  more  polifhed 
manners  of  thofe,  who  firft  began  to  be  civilized, 
gave  rife  to  the  fiction  of  Daemons  and  Giants  among 
the  Perfians ,  who  call  them  Dives  \  and  repre- 
fent  them  as  declared  enemies  to  Man. 


HUSHENG].,  Grandfon  of  Caiumaras ,  was,, 
probably,  contemporary  with  Minos ,  and,  like 
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^5- him,  was  eminent  for  his  Juftice  and  excellent 
Laws,  whicn  gained  hinjgthe  I  nr  name  of  Pijh- 
(iuU  *  5  oi  Phe  Leg  iji  Liter,  wire  nee  the  fir  ft  race  of 
Perfian  Kings  took  the  name  of  Pijhdadians. 
He  taught  Agriculture  to  his  fubjeHs,  and  made 
great  improvements  in  the  art ;  he  advifecl  them 
to  water .  their  fields  with  artificial  canals,  a 
cu (to m  ftill  frequent  m  Perfia ,  where  the  foil  is 
uncommonly  dry.  He  alfo  clifcovered  mines  of 
bon  in  his  kingdom,  which  metal  he  wrought 
into  weapons,  and  tools  for  hufbandry.  "He 
was  the  firft,  wiio  bred  dogs  and  leopards  for 
hunting,  and  introduced  the  fafliion  of  wearing 
the  furs  of  wild  beafts  in  winter.  lie  is  alfo 
ia.H  to  hare  built  tne  city  of  Shujler  or  Sufa ,  to 
have  extended  trie  bounds  of  his  Empire,  and 

to  have  penetrated  as  far  as  the  coaft  of  the 
Indian  Sea. 


^  35  -iPIJMURJb-f  fucceeded  his  father  Hufheng\  he 

biuk  feveral  cities  in  the  two  provinces  of  ’Irak , 
and  among,  them  Babel  or  Babylon,  and  Niniveh , 

which  the  cities  of  Baghdad  and 
hlufei  a*  e  now  fuppofed  to  ftand.  He  afligned 
the  government  of  thefe  cities,  with  large  ter- 
ii miles  annexed  to  them,  to  his  moft  illuftrious 
Minifters,  who  are  known  to  us  by  the  names  of 
Ajfyuan  and  Babylonian  Monarchs,  though,  moft 
probably,  they  payed  homage  to  the  fovereign 
lords  of  Iran,.  °  & 


^  lilb  P1  2nce  encouraged  arts  and  manufaflures, 
and  particularly  the  planting  of  rice ,  and  the  breed - 
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ing  of  filk-worms  ;  he  firft  ufed  a  complete  fait  of  B.c.  S35. 
armour,  and  civilized  many  barbarous  nations, 
whence  he  was  called  Dtvbend or,  The  Tamer 
of  Giants. 


GEMSHID I  finiflied  the  City  of  IJlakhar ,  or,  s- soo. 
as  the  Greeks  called  it,  Ferfepolis ,  which  his  uncle 
Tahmuras  had  begun,  and  the  ruins  of  which 
are  ftill  fliown,  by  the  name  of  Chehlmindr  J, 
or,  The  Forty  Pillars .  He  introduced  the  ufe  of 
the  Solar  Year  among  the  Perjians ,  and  ordered 
the  firft  day  of  it,  called  Nuruz  jj,  when  the  Sun 
enters  the  Ram,  to  be  lblemnized  by  a  fpiendid 
feftivah  This  gave  a  beginning  to  Aftronomy 
among  his  fubjeCts,  and  at  the  fame  time,  per¬ 
haps,  to  the  idolatrous  refpecc,  which  the  com¬ 
mon  people  afterwards  fliowed  to  the  Sun. 

Gemjhid ,  or  Gem,  for  he  is  known  by  both 
names,  was  a  wife  and  magnificent  prince : 
he  was  the  firft,  who  inftituted  publick  baths, 
and  encouraged  his  fubjects.  to  dive  for  pearls 
in  the  Careen  Sea ,  or  Perfian  Gulf ;  he  invented 
tents  and  pavilions,  and  difeovered  the  ufe  of 
lime  in  building :  he  built  a  ftrong  bridge  over 
the  Tigris ,  which,  according  to  the  Afiatick 
writers,  was  demoliihed  by  the  Greeks.  Yet 
this  illuftrious  monarch  was  unfortunate  in 
war  :  he  was  driven  from  his  throne  by  Zohac f 
a  native  of  Arabia ,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  travel.  The  Queen,  his  wife,  faved 
her  fon  Feridun  from  the  ufurper,  and  educated 
him  in  a  diftant  retreat.  The  Perftans  fay,  that 
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B.  c.  Soo,.  mufical  injlr urnents  were  invented  in  the  reign  of 
x-*°^**u  Gemjhid;  and  they  add,  that  Pythagoras  and 
I hales  were  his  Contemporaries. 

B.  c.  780.  ZOHAC  *,  the  Ufurper,  was  a  deteftahle 
Tyrant :  his  cruelty  forced  the  Periians  to  re¬ 
volt,  and  a  General,  named  Gao,  having  de¬ 
feated  hirp,  drew  the  young  Feridun  from  his 
retirement,  and  placed  him  upon  the  throne. 

B.  C.  750,  FERIDUN  j  Is  considered,  by  the  Periians  as  a 

model  of  every  virtue  :t  he  gave  the  province  of 
Irak  or  Parthia  to  his  Deliverer  Gao ,  as  a  prin¬ 
cipality  for  life  ;  and  having  fent  for  the  ftandard, 
which  that  officer  ufed  in  his  battle  againft 
Zohdc ,  he  adorned  it  with  precious  Rones,  and 
prefer ved  it  in  his  treafury  J. 

Feridun ,  wifhing  to  fpend  the  Lift  years  of 
his  life  in  a  ftudious  retirement,  divided  his  vait 
dominions  between  his  three  foils  :  he  allotted 
Syria  and  the  weftern  provinces  to  Salm9  who 
was,  perhaps,  the  Sahnanaffer  of  the  Jews ;  he 
gave  the  country  beyond  the  Oxus  to  Fur, 
whence  the  Tranfoxan  Regions  were  called 
Fur  an,  and  affigned  the  kingdom  of  Khorafan 
and  all  the  heart  of  his  Empire  to  Irage ,  his 
youngeft  fon,  whofe  iliare  took  the  name  of 
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X  This  Standard,  which  bore  for  many  ages  the  name  of 
Gaasani ,  ^  Sj*i S  is  laid  to  have  been  brought  into  the  field 

by  the  laft  King  of  the  Sajfanian  race,  when  his  army  engaged 
the  Arabs  at  GadeJJia  in  the  year  636  of  our  aera  ;  but  it  was 
taken  by  Saad,  Qrnar’s  general,  who  difiributed  the  jewels* 
which  adorned  it,  among  his  officers. 

Iran . 
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wrdn,  which  it  ftiil  retains.  The  two  elder  B.  c.  750. 
brothers,  thinking  this  divifion  partial,  made 
war  again!!  I  rage ,  and  flew  him  in  a  cruel 
manner  *,  they  would  even  have  dethroned 
1 Feridun,  had  not  Manucheher ,  fon  of  I  rage,  a 
youth  of  great  hopes,  led  a  powerful  army 
again!!  them,  and  avenged  the  death  of  his 
father.  This  divifion  of  the  Perfian  empire 
into  Iran  and  Pur  an  has  been  a  fource  of  per¬ 
petual  dilTeniions  between  the  Periians  and  Tar¬ 
tars,  as  the  latter  have  taken  every  opportunity 
of  palling  the  Oxus,  and  laying  wafte  the  dib¬ 
it  riels  of  Khorafan  ;  they  have  even  puflied  their 
conquefts  fo  far,  as  to  overturn  the  power  of 
the  Califs ,  and  afterwards  to  raife  a  mighty 
Empire  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges. 

MANUCHEHER  *  made  great  improvements  b.  c.  720. 
in  the  government  of  Perfia ,  and  was  the  firft 
(who  began  to  fortify  his  cities  with  ramparts  and 
ditches.  He  was  fond  of  improving  gardens, 
and  of  cultivating  curious  plants.  He  was  not 
fortunate  in  war,  though  his  General  and  Vizir, 
the  fon  of  Herman ,  was  the  brave!!  hero  of  his 
iage.  In  his  reign  the  celebrated  Roftam  is  faid 
to  have  been  bom  of  R.udaba,  an  Indian  prin- 
cefs,  by  Zalzer  or  Phe  golden-haired ,  a  youth  of 
i  exquifite  beauty  and  eminent  virtues :  but,  as 
Roftam  was,  certainly,  a  Commander  under 
Cyrus,  he  mu!!,  if  we  place  him  under 
Manucheher ,  have  lived  above  an  hundred  and 
fifty  years ;  which  is  fcarce  credible,  though  fuch  a 
£clion  may  be  allowed  in  the  poems  of  Ferdufi. 

.  — - —  i  ~ 
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B.  c.  695.  NUZAR  fon  of  Manucheher ,  fucceeded  to 
w^v-w  the  diadem,  but  not  to  the  glory,  of  his  father. 

vv  hile  Ins  court  was  torn  in  pieces  by  a  number 
of  factions,  Afrdftdb ,  King  of  Turdn, 4  a  lineal 
defcendant  from  ur ,  fon  of  Fertdiin ,  paifed  the 
Oxus  with  a  formidable  army,  and,  having  de¬ 
feated  the  Perfian  Monarch,  flew  him  with  his 
own  hand.  This  Invader  reigned  twelve  years 
in  Perfia,  but  was  forced  by  Zalzer ,  or  The 
Prince  with  Golden  Hair ,  to  repafs  the  Oxus ,  and 
return  to  his  own  dominions.  It  is  more  than 
probable,  that  Afrafdh  was  a  common  name  for 
the  Kings  of  Afatick  Tartary ,  flnce  the  grand- 
f  father  of  Cyrus,  whom  we  commonly  call  Af- 
tyayer,  bore  the  fame  name,  and  we  cannot  fup- 

pofe  Him  to  have  been  the  firft  invader  of 

Perfia  f. 

! 

B*  c.  667.  ^  It  was  not  long  before  the  Turanians  invaded 
nan  a  iecond  time,  and,  by  forcing  the  great 
commanders  of  Perjia  to  defend  their  own 
Principalities,  reduced  the  power  of  the  Perfian 
Kings  to  a  fhadow.  Afrafdb ,  either  the  monarch 
above-mentioned,  or  another  of  his  name,  is 
reckoned  the  ninth  king  of  Perfa . 


B>  C.  6 39, 


ZAV |  was  a  Prince  or  the  royal  line,  and  was 
placed  on  the  tin  one  by  Zalzer ,  but  enjoyed  only 


* 


f  "The  family  of  Ottoman,  who  now  reign  at  Constantinople , 
are  willing  to  be  reputed  defcendants  from  this  King  of  Tuvan, 
and  are  flattered  with  the  Epithet  of  Afrafiab  Jab,  cr 
!  JUuwSJI  Powerful  as  Afrafiab, 
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the  title  of  King ,  as  the  Turanians  had  overrun  B,  c.  6 39. 
great  part  of  his  Empire,  and  kept  him  in  con- 
tinual  alarm.  Thefe  are  the  Scythians  of  our 
Ancient  Hiftories,  who  are  faid  about  this  time 
to  have  invaded  the  kingdom  of  the  Modes  ; 
but  our  beft  hiftorians  are  apt  to  confound  them 
with  the  Scythians  of  the  North . 


GERSHASF  *,  fon  of  Zav,  or  KISHTASP ,  as  B.  c.  6 
fome  writers  call  him,  reigned  but  a  few  years, 
if  it  could  be  called  reigning,  to  have  the  name 
of  King ,  and  to  be  more  helplefs  than  his  iub- 
jedts  :  he  was  the  laft  prince  of  the  Pifodadians . 
During  the  reign  of  thefe  monarchs  in  Perfia , 
if  wre  believe  our  Chronoiogers,  Dido  built 
Carthage ,  Ho?ner  wrote  his  Poems,  which  were 
afterwards  brought  into  Greece  by  Lycurgus  ;  the 
Pyramids  of  Egypt  were  raifed  by  Cheops ,  Gephr.en , 
and  Nitocris  •  the  AJfyrians  founded  a  powerful 
Dynaflv  ;  Athens  was  firif  governed  by  Ar chons  ; 
and  SabacO)  whom  the  Ferftans  call  Cus  Pildendf, 
or  with  the  Teeth  of  an  Elephant ,  becatife  lie  firft 
made  ufe  of  that  beafl  in  his  wars,  became 
famous  in  Ethiopia ,  and  fpread  his  arms  over  all 
Africa .  This  warriour  was  contemporary  with 
Feridun ,  who  reigned,  as  we  have  feen,  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  at  which 
time,  fays  Newton ,  Sabaco  the  Ethiopian  in¬ 
vaded  Egypt.  Rome ,  the  rival  of  Carthage  and 
Athens ,  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Gerfhafp . 
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CHAP.  II. 


THE  CAIAN  I  AN  FAM  I  LY. 


B  C.  6 io. 


WHILE  Zalzer,  the  moft  powerful  prince 
of  Perfia^  was  encamped  in  his  province 
of  Seif  an ,  the  Drangiana  of  the  Greeks,  Afra+ 
fiab^  wdio  had  fubdued  all  Media ,  coniidered 
himfelf  as  Sovereign  of  the  Empire.  By  this 
time,  another  ion  of  Zav^  named  Cobad ,  began 
to  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  his  engagements  againft 
the  Turanians ,  and,  being  affifted  by  Zalzer , 
whofe  fon  Roftam  was  very  young  at  this  time, 
he  was  enabled  to  drive  the  invaders  from  Iran^ 
and  to  place  himfelf  upon  the  throne  of  his 
anceftors.  JEfchylus ,  who  flouriihed  but  an 
hundred  years  after  this  event,  rightly  attributes 
the  recovery  of  the  Empire  to  this  prince, 
whom  he  calls  a  Mede ,  in  his  Tragedy  of  the 
P  erf  am  :  cc  The  firft  Leader  of  the  army,  fays  he, 
was  a  Mede ;  the  next,  his  fon,  completed 
(or  rather  promoted)  this  work,  for  wifdom 
66  guided  his  mind  :  the  third  was  Cyrus ,  a  for- 
tunate  Man  It  is  evident,  that  thefe 
three  Kings  are  Cai  Cobad  f,  Cai  Cans ,  and  Cat 
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Cofru  or  Khofru ;  whom  the  Greeks  call  Cyaxeres ,  b 
Darius  the  Mede ,  and  Cyrus.  The  firfl  fyllable  of 
Cyaxeres  is  apparently  the  Gai  of  the  Perfans , 
which  hgnifies  <2  Great  King ,  and  was  prefixed 
to  the  names  of  thofe  three  princes,  whence  the 
whole  race  were  named  Caianians .  The  Ancients 
tell  us,  that  Cyaxeres  flew  the  Scythian  Chiefs  at 
a  feafl,  to  which  he  had  invited  them  ;  but  the 
Easterns  are  iilent  on  this  head,  and  it  fee  ms 
more  probable,  that  the  Tartars  were  compelled 
by  force  to  repafs  the  Oxus  ;  our  authors  make 
them  retire  beyond  Choices  zndlheria ,  confounding, 
as  ufual,  the  Oriental  with  the  Northern  Scythians. 
Gai  Cobad  made  feveral  wife  regulations  in  his 
kingdom,  and  ordered  the  publick  roads  to  be 
divided  into  farfangs  or  fpaces  of  about  four 
miles. 

GAI  CAWS  *  is  called,  by  our  writers  Darius  B. 
the  Mede ,  and  it  may  here  be  obferved,  that 
Ddra ,  or  the  Sovereign ,  was  rather  an  Epithet  than 
a  proper  name  of  the  P erf, an  Kings ;  fo  that  the. 
Daricks ,  or  pieces  of  money,  which  were  known 
at  Athens ,  might  have  been  coined  by  any  Pe?*- 
fian  Monarch,  and  have  born  that  name  without 
the  leak  impropriety.  We  muft  alfo  remember, 
that  the  Afatick  Princes  had  feveral  different  names 
or  titles ,  which  circumftance  has  been  the  fource 
of  great  confufion  in  our  hiftories  of  the  Eaft. 
The  P  erf  an  writers  mention  nothing  of  the 
Lydian  war  ;  they  only  fay,  that  Gai  Gaiis  carried 
his  arms  into  the  lower  Afia ,  and  was  very  fuccefs - 
fid  in  his  ent  erf  rife .  The  Turanians ,  led  by  an¬ 
other  Afrafiab ,  invaded  Perfa  a  third  time,  and 
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B.  C.  600.  layed  wafte  the  province  of  Media.  Sia-vefh , 
*  fon  of  Cai  Calls,  being  unjuftly  accufed  by 

Suddba ,  his  father’s  concubine,  of  an  attempt  to 
violate  her,  went  over  to  Afrafiab ,  who  received 
him  with  open  arms,  and  gave  him  his  daughter 
in  marriage.  This  Princefs  was  called  Firenkis 
by  the  Perfians ,  and  Mandane  by  the  Greeks ,  who 
had  a  lingular  fondnefs  for  foft  and  melodious 
names,  and  neglected  truth  itfelf  for  a  pleating 
found.  A  few  months  after  her  nuptials,  Siavefio, 
who  deferved  a  longer  life,  was  killed  by  a 
brother  of  Afrafiab ,  and  the  Princefs,  of  whom 
Khofru  was  foon  after  born,  was  obliged  to  fly 
with  her  infant.  The  young  Khofru  was,  fome 
years  after,  feen  by  a  Perlian  General,  who 
gueffed  by  his  features  that  he  was  the  fon  of 
Siavejhj  and,  his  conjecture  being  confirmed  by 
the  Princefs  his  mother,  he  brought  them  both 
into  Perfa ,  where  Gal  Cans  embraced  his  Grand- 
fon  with  the  high  eft  joy  imaginable,  and,  after 
a  fliort  interval,  religned  his  throne  to  him. 

B.C.  568.  CAI  KHOSRU  or  CTR US,  whom  the  Per¬ 
fians  coniider  aimoft  as  a  Demi  god,  determined 
to  avenge  the  death  of  his  father,  and  to  deliver 
his  kingdom  from  the  tyranny  of  Afrafiab .  He, 
therefore,  aiTembled  all  his  forces,  and  gave 
battle  to  the  Ufurper,  who,  on  the  other  fide, 
was  fupported  by  the  Kings  of  Khatai  and  India  : 
but  the  valour  of  Cyrus ,  and  of  his  General 
Rofiam ,  prevailed  againft  the  united  powers  of 
fo  many  Sovereigns,  and  Afrafiab  loft  his  life  in 
the  mountains  of  Media .  This  War  is  celebrated 
in  a  noble  Poem  by  the  illuftrious  Ferdufi ,  who 
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may  well  be  called  the  Ho?ner  of  Perfia.  What¬ 
ever  our  Chronologers  fay,  it  is  not  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the  Jews  were  delivered  by  this  Cyrus: 
the  name  Corefj,  ufed  by  Ifaiah ,  has  no  affinity 
with  the  Perlian  word  Khofru ,  and  we  cannot 
fuppofe  any  corruption  in  the  faered  Text ; 
whereas  ail  the  Perlian  writers  agree  that  a 

.  o 

prince,  named  Corejh ,  who  was  fent  by  Bahaman , 
ion  of  Asfendiar ,  to  govern  Babylon  in  the  room 
of  Baltazar ,  actually  protected  the  captive  Jews , 
and  permitted  them  to  rebuild  their  Temple. 
Our  hiftorians,  perhaps,  deceived  by  the  name 
Cyrus ,  which  the  Greeks  gave  both  to  Khofru 
and  to  Corefo ,  have  fixed  the  return  of  the  Jews 
much  earlier  than  the  truth. 

LO  HO  RASP  *  was  placed  on  the  throne  be-  B 
fore  the  death  of  Cyrus ,  who  lived  fome  years 
after  his  refignation.  One  would  think  at  firft, 
that  he  was  the  Camhyfes  of  the  Greeks  ;  but  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  different  than  the  characters 
of  Cambyfes  and  of  Lohorafp ,  the  firft  being  de¬ 
fer!  bed  as  a  cruel  tyrant,  the  fecond  as  a  virtuous 
and  amiable  Prince.  He  had  a  General  named 
Guderz  f ,  who,  according  to  the  Oriental  writers, 
puffied  his  conquefts  very  far  into  the  weft  : 
this  conqueror  is  fuppofed  by  Mirkhond  and 
others  to  be  Nebuchadnezzar ,  who,  we  know,  in¬ 
vaded  Syria  and  Judea;  but  he  feems  to  have  been 
the  Prince,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Xerxes ,  and 
who  might,  perhaps,  have  had  the  title  of  King 
after  his  victories ;  for  it  muft  be  remembered 
that  a  word,  which  ftgnified  King,  was  applied 
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B.  c.  530.  “by  the  Perfians  to  every  Governor  of  a  province, 
and  the  lofty  title,  King  of  Kings ,  which  their 
monarchs  afterwards  affumed,  was  no  more  than 
Ruler  of  Rulers ,  or,  Chief  of  fever al  Chiefs .  It 
is  certain,  that  the  Perfians  have  no  monarch 
named  Xerxes,  or  even  Shirjhdh ,  from  which  the 
Greek  name  is  laid  to  be  derived ;  and,  though 
we  can  hardly  fuppofe  the  word  to  be  cor¬ 
rupted  from  Guderz ,  yet,  when  we  reflect  that 
the  more  modern  Greeks  have  made  Varanes  of 
B  eh  or  am ,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  corrupti¬ 
ons  of  the  Ancients.  Our  Chronologers  place 
the  reign  of  Xerxes  after  Darius  Hyjlafpes ,  and 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  outlived  both  Lohorafp 
and  his  fucceflbr. 

B.C.  500.  KISHTASP  *,  whom  the  Greeks  call  Darius r 
the  Son  of  Hyjlafpes ,  transferred  the  feat  of  Em¬ 
pire  from  Baikh  in  Khorafan  tolfiakhar ,  for  which 
reafon  he  was  better  known  to  the  Europeans 
than  Lohorafp ,  who  led  a  retired  life  in  the  moft 
Eaftern  province  of  his  kingdom.  In  his  reign 
Zerdujht  or  Zeratujht ,  whom  we  know  by  the 
name  of  Zoroajler ,  publiihed  his  moral  work 
called  Zend ,  or  The  book  of  Life ,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  his  Pazend ,  or  a  further  Confirmation  of 
his  Doctrine,  as  the  f  word  feems  to  imply :  both 
thefe  t raffs  were  afterwards  explained  in  a 
commentary  entitled  Yafia  or  Avafita  ;  they  in¬ 
culcated  the  doctrine  of  two  Principles ,  and  re¬ 
commended  the  worfhip  of  the  good  principle 
under  the  allegory  of  Light,  which  they  oppofed 
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to  the  bad,  whofe  Emblem  was  Da'rknefs .  The  B.c.  500. 
King  was  much  inclined  to  this  doctrine,  and 
railed  a  number  of  *  temples  to  the  Sun ,  the 
fountain  of  Light ;  which  the  people,  as  ufual, 
conceiving  in  a  grofs  and  literal  fenfe,  began  to 
adore  the  Effect  inftead  of  the  Caufe,  and  the 
figure  inftead  of  the  archetype :  the  priefts  took 
the  hint,  and  the  Sim  or  Mi.hr a ,  became  really  to 
them,  as  our  Alchyinifts*  abfurclly  conficler  it, 
a  powerful  Elixir ,  which  transformed  their  hafe 
metals  into  gold .  The  Chief  of  Zeratujht’s 

Scholars  was  Jamdfp  f,  who  publiihed  a  ftrange 
work  upon  Aftrology.  Not  many  years  before 
this  lingular  man,  Confucius ,  or  Cumfugu ,  as  the 
Miftlonaries  write  his  true  name,  reformed  and 
polifiied  the  people  of  China  ;  and  Solon,  his  con¬ 
temporary,  a  fublime  Poet,  as  well  as  a  perfect 
Statefman,  made  admirable  laws  for  the  Athenians; 
fo  that  this  period  was  the  age  of  Philofophers  and 
Law-givers . 

'  1 

JRD  ES  LILR  J,  or  BA  Hal  MAN,  furnamed  B.  c.  464.. 
Dirazdejl  ||,  or,  The  Long-handed ,  is,  no  doubt, 
the  Artaxerxes  of  the  Greeks ,  who  called  him 
Macrokheir ,  a  name  literally  translated  from  the 
Perfian ,  and  implying  only  a  very  extenfive 
power.  W e  may  fafely  place  the  building  of  the  » 

fecond  temple  under  the  reign  of  this  prince  ; 
fmce,  for  the  reafons  before  alledged,  which 
appear  very  decifive,  and  are  confirmed  by  the 
teftimony  of  the  Perfian  Biftorians,  we  cannot 

.1  ,  ' 


•  ♦♦ 

*  In  Perfian  a  ample  cf  fire  was  called  j  or 

stiCji  t A 

Ardjbir  fignifes  in  Perfian  a  firong  lion .  J|  cYUw  A  *d  jOt 

[B  2]  aferibe 


r 


i 


lii  A  SHORT  HISTORY  OF  PERSIA. 

.  N 

B.  c.  464.  afcribe  the  delivery  of  the  Jews  to  the  firft  Cyrus * 
The  Eafterns  .affure  us,  that  Ardejhir  fent  a 
prince,  named  Corefh ,  defcended  from  Labor afp , 
to  punifh  Baltazar ,  font  of  Bctkhtnajfar ,  who 
was  grown  very  infolent  in  his  government  of 
Babylon  %  that  Corejh  conquered  Baltazar ,  and 
was  railed  by  the  King  to  the  fupreme  command 
of  that  City,  where  he  protected  and  encouraged 
the  captive  Jews .  The  Perfians  could  have  no 
inducement  to  invent  this  tale,  and  as  it  was 
recorded  in  the  old'eft  Annals  of  the  kingdom, 
we  cannot  help  giving  fome  credit  to  it.  They 
4  tell  us  alfo,  that  Bakhinajfar  figmfied,  in  old 
Chaldean,  The  Servant  of  Naffar^  an  idol  of  the 
Babylonians  ;  but  it  feems  a  better  opinion,  that 
the  true  word  was  Nebohadonajfar ,  derived  from 
Nebo\  Hadon ,  and  Jffar,  which,  we  know,  were 
names  of  three  Affyrian  deities 

B.  C  440.  HOMAT  f,  a  name  which  fignifies  The  Bird 
of  Paradife ,  was  the  daughter  of  Ardejhir ,  a  net 
fat  on  the  throne  during  the  infancy  of  her  fon 
Barab .  She  railed  a  fumptuous  palace  in  the 
city  of  Iftakhdr ,  fome  pillars  of  which  remain 
to  this  day  ;  fhe  built  aifo  a  city  called  Semrem , 
whence  the  learned  M.  T  Herb  clot  fuppofes  her 
to  be  Semirami s  ;  but  our  Chronologers  place 
the  reign  of  that  Princeis  three  hundred'  years.. 
eariier. 


*  Rofiam?  the  fon  of  ZaU&er,  is  faid  to  have  been  killed  by 
si  Sratagem  of  strde/bir,  and,  by  that  account,  he  mult  have 
lived  at  ieafl  an  hundred  years,  Hippocrates  and  Democritus% 
both  according  to  the  Eallera  traditions  and  our  own  hifto- 
ne$f  Eonri&ed  in  the  reign  of  this  Monarch. 
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DARAB ,  or  DARA  whom  the  Greeks  call 
The  Bajtard ,  fticceeded  to  Homdu  Here  the 
Perfian  hiftories  begin  to  be  full  of  abftird  fables, 
for  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  Records  of  theie 
times  wrere  loft  or  neglected  during  the  Grecian 
Wars.  The  Eaftern  writers  tell  a  ftory  of  Da - 
rab9  which  has  quite  the  air  of  a  romance  5 

that  he  was  expofed  by  his  mother,  like  the 
4C  Hebrew  Lawgiver,  on  a  river,  which  by  Its 

45  rapid  current  carried  him  to  the  habitation  of 
<c  a  dyer,  who  knew  him  to  be  a  child  of  high 
4‘  birth  by  the  trinkets,  which  adorned  his 
4C  cradle ;  that  he  was  educated  by  this  honeft 

man,  who  fent  him  to  the  wars,  where  he 

46  diftinguifhed  hirnfelf  in  fighting  againft  the 
4C  Greeks  ;  that,  being  introduced  to  the  queen 
4t  as  a  brave  youth,  flie  knew  him  by  the 
44  jewels  which  he  wore,  and  which  his  reputed 

father  had  reftored  to  him.59  So  far  we  may 
indulge  thefe  writers  in  the  liberty  cf  embellifh- 
ing  their  Chronicles  with  lively  tales  ;  but  we 
cannot  fo  eafily  excufe  them,  when  they  make 
,  Alexander  the  fon  of  Darab ,  and  tell  us  of  a 
daughter  of  Philip ,  whom  the  king  of  Perfia 
married,  but  fent  "back  to  Macedon  after  his 
nuptials,  becaufe  he  found  her  lefs  agreeable 
than  he  fuppoied  her  to  be.  Thefe  are  ftories, 
which  would  be  unworthy  of  The  Thoujand  and 
One  Days . 

There  feems  in  this  place  to  be  a  chafm  of  ft*  4-qo, 
many  years  in  the  annals  of  th ePerfians  ;  for  they  , 

. .  . . •  ■*  ™  ■■  1 . . . .  "i-  -  ■- 
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B.  c.  4.00.  fay  nothing  of  Ardejhir ,  fon  of  Dara ,  by  *  Pan - 
zddeh ,  or  Paryfatis ,  whofe  brother  Cy/7/.r  led  the 
Greeks  to  Babylon  in  that  memorable  expedition, 
which  Xenophon  fo  elegantly  relates  ;  nor  of  (he 
third  Ardejhir ,  whom  our  hiftorians  call  Ochus , 
nor  of  Arogus ,  whofe  true  name  it  has  not  been 
in  my  power  to  difcover.  Now  if  we  fuppofe, 
as  we  reafonably  may,  that  thefe  three  Kings 
reigned  about  twenty- one  years  each,  we  fhall 
bring  the  reign  of  Dara  the  Younger  to  the  year 
337  before  Chrift,  which  will  agree  tolerably 
well  with  the  Chronologers  both  of  Afia  and 
Europe . 

B.  C.  337*  DARA  the  Younger  is  better  known  to  as , 
than  to  the  natives  of  Perfia  ;  we  may,  however, 
be  deceived  in  his  character,  for  we  reprefent 
him  as  a  mild  and  benevolent  prince,  while  they 
affert  that  he  was  fevere,  cruel,  implacable. 
The  Perfians  cannot  comprehend  the  motives 
that  induced  Alexander  to  invade  the  dominions 
of  Dara  •,  and  they  affign  a  number  of  ridicu¬ 
lous  reafons  for  It,  which  are  too  abfurd  to  be 
related  :  in  many  points,  however,  they  agree 
with  our  hiftorians.  The  fiiccefs  of  Alexander , 
and  the  battle  of  Arbel  j-,  or  Arhela ,  are  too 
well  known  to  need  any  farther  defcription. 
Dara  was  aftaffinated  about  three  hundred  and 
thirty  years  before  our  Epoch,  and  the  Mo¬ 
narchy  of  the  Gaianians  was  transferred  to  the 
Greeks .  While  this  family  avere  on  the  throne 
of  Perfiay  the  light  of  reafon,  and,  that  of  liberty, 
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which  ever  attends  it,  were  fpreacl  over  the  other  B.  C.  537. 
parts  of  the  world,  Harmodius  and  Arijtogiton 
flew  the  Tyrant  of  Athens ,  and  the  Lyrick  Poets 
vied  with  each  other  in  hinging  their  praifes  ; 
while  old  Brutus ,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  in¬ 
cited  the  Romans  to  expel  their  Oppreffors, 
whofe  vices  made  the  very  name  of  Kins  de- 
teftable  ;  and,  during  the  twenty deven  years 
of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  Athens  gave  birth ,  as 
Afcham  was  fond  of  obferving,  to  more  able  Com - 
manders ,  Orators ,  Poets ,  Hifiorians ,  and  Pbilojo- 
phers ,  than  the  whole  -eardh  befides  could  ever  pro¬ 
duce. 

How  long  the  Creeks  were  able  to  hold  the 
Perfian  Empire  in  their  own  hands,  or  whether 
they  ever  intended  to  exclude  the  princes  of 
Perfia  from  all  fhare  in  the  government,  ,are 
points  not  eafy  to  be  fettled  with  any  certainty  ; 
but,  if  we  fuppofe  that  the  fifteen  kings  of  the 
Ajhcanians ,  who  reigned  before  the  birth  of 
Chrifil ,  fat  on  the  throne  twenty  years  each,  one 
with  another,  we  fhall  place  the  rife  of  that 
family  three  hundred  years  before  our  epoch  ; 
which  calculation  will  not  feem  much  amifs,  if 
we  believe,  what  the  Perfians  affaire  us,  that  the 
fucceffors  of  Alexander  referred  for  themfelves 
only  Irak  or  Parthia0  and  Perfia  properly  fo 
called,  bait  refiigned  the  more  Eafiern  provinces  to 
the  princes  of  the  royal  family  ;  w7hile  the  defen¬ 
dants  of  Seleucus  reigned  in  Syria .  The  founder 
of  this  race  was  *  /f/Azc,  or  Arjhac ,  whom  the 
Creeks  call  Arfaces  ;  his  fucceffors,  who  were 
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B.  c.  337.  ftyled  Kings  of  Parthia  by  our  Hiftorians,  reigned 
till  about  two  hundred  years  after  Chrijl ,  and 
are  famous  for  nothing  but  their  Wars  a^ainft 
the  Romans ,  in  which  they  were  always  valiant, 
and  Qften  fuccefsful.  The  laft  Prince  of  the 
Afhcanians ,  or  Parthians  was  Ardavdn  known 
to  us  by  the  name  of  Ar  tab  anus ,  again  ft  whom 
Ardejhtr  revolted,  and  transferred  the  empire  to 
the  Safanians. 
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CHAP.  III. 

THE  SASSANIAN  FAMILY. 
RDESHIR  BABEGAN *,  whom  our  writers  A.  d. 


call  Artaxares ,  was  the  fon  of  Sajfan ,  a  man  ' 

originally  in  a  low  Ration  of  life,  but  defcended 
from  a  fon  of  Ardejhir  the  Long-handed ,  who  was 
diiinherited  in  favour  of  Homdu  He  was  furnamed 
Babegdn  from  Bab  eg ,  his  grandfather,  who  was 
a  Perfian  prince  of  eminent  rank,  and  was  fo 
pleafed  with  the  amiable  qualities  of  Sajfan ,  his 
fhepnerd,  that  he  gave  him  his  daughter  in  mar¬ 
riage.  Ardejhir  was  bold  and  warlike,  yet  a 
wife  and  learned  prince,  and  is  faid  to  have 
compofed  two  excellent  books,  the  firft,  a  Car - 
nam'a  f,  or  a  Commentary  of  his  life  and  actions , 
the  fecond,  a  moral  work,  of  which  Nujhirvdn 
the  Great ,  fome  ages  after,  publifhed  a  fecond 
edition.  Thefe  were  employments  truly  worthy 
of  great  Princes  ;  but  the  Kings  of  Europe  have 
not  written  many  Cdrndma? s ,  nor  given  many 
leffons  of  morality , 

SHAPOR  J,  fon  of  Ardejhir ,  whom  we  call  A.  D.  *4.#. 
Sapores ,  built  many  cities  in  Perfia ,  and  rebuilt 
that  of  Ntjhapor  ||,  which  the  Macedonians  had 


deftroyed 
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j.  d.  242.  deftroyed.  The  name  of  this  city  is  compounded 
of  Shapor  added  to  Ni  or  Nei\  a  reed ,  becaufe 
its  ruins  were  overgrown  with  reeds,  when 
ShapSr  firft  faw  it.  This  Prince  was  very  fuccefs- 
ful  in  his  wars  againft  the  Roman  Emperors  :  he 
reduced  all  Syria  and  Cilicia ,  and  took  Valerian 
prifbner,  but  was  checked  in  his  career  by  the 
more  fortunate  arms  of  Odenatus ,  In  his  reign 
Mdni  *  a  Painter,  having  learned  by  the  con- 
verfation  of  fome  Chriftians,  that  the  Redeemer 
had  promifed  to  fend  a  Comforter  after  him ,  formed 
the  wild  delign  of  paffing  for  the  Paraclete  ; 
and,  as  no  opinions  are  fo  abfurd,  which  many 
will  not  embrace,  he  foon  drew  together  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  profelytes.  Shapor  was  enraged  at 
this  impofture,  and  wiihed  to  punifli  the  author 
of  it ;  but  Mani  found  means  to  efcape,  and 
fled  into  Eaflern  Partary  as  far  as  the  borders  of 
China ,  having  firft  told  his  followers,  that  he 
was  going  to  heaven,  and  promifed  to  meet 
them  in  a  certain  grot,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  his  retreat  he  amufed  him f elf  with  painting 
a  number  of  ft  range  figures  and  views,  which, 
at  the  year’s  end,  he  ftiowed  to  his  difeipies,  as 
a  work  given  to  him  by  angels :  he  was  a  very 
ingenious  artift,  and  had  a  lively  fancy,  fo  that 
his  pictures,  which  were  .finely  coloured,  eafiiy 
perfuaded  the  credulous  multitude,  in  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  the  art  in  Afia,  that  they  were  really 
divine  ;  they  were  bound  together  in  a  book 
called  Erteng  f,  which  is  often  alluded  to  by  the 
P  erf  an  poets,  one  of  whom,  addrefting  himfelf 
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to  a  great  Painter,  fays.  The  point  of  thy  pencil  A.  D. 
draws,  a  line  over  the  leaves  of  Erteng ,  that  is, 
effaces  them  Mdni,  by  a  whimfical  mixture, 
blended  in  his  dodrine  the  Metempfychofis  of 
of  Brahma  and  VifJmit  f,  and  the  two  Principles 
of  Zeratujht ,  together  with  feveral  tenets  of  the 
Alcoran ,  and  even  of  the  Gofpel ;  yet  this  motley 
religion,  ridiculous  as  it  may  feem,  was  followed 
even  by  Rifhops  and  Patriarchs.  Our  writers 
call  the  profeffors  of  this  fed  , Manicheans ,  but 
they  fhould,  by  analogy,  be  called  Manians . 

The  Impoftor  was  put  to  death  in  the  reign  of 
Baharam ,  grandfon  of  Shapor  :  had  he  been, 
like  Mahomed^  a  fuccefsful  Warrior,  inftead  of 
an  obfcure  Artift,  his  religion  would,  perhaps, 
have  been  fpreacl  over  all  Afia ;  for  it  was  the 
miraculous  privilege  of  the  true  faith  alone,  to 
make  its  way,  in  defiance  of  perfecution,  by 
the  force  of  its  indifputable  Truth,  and  the 
fandity  of  its  precepts. 

HORMOZD  |,  or  Hormizdas ,  as  our  hifto -A.D* 
rians  call  him,  had  the  advantage  of  a  graceful 
perfon,  and  an  agreeable  air  ;  but  he  was  neither 
adive  nor  warlike.  He  was  much  acidified  to 
Rudy,  and  ftrongly  inclined  to  favour  Manf 
whom  his  fon,  as  it  was  faid  above,  afterwards 
deftroyed. 
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A.D.z 74.  B AH ARAM* ,  fon  of  Hormuz ,  after  the  death 

0f  iec|  a  peaceful  and  ftudious  life.  He 

was  furnamed  The  Beneficent ,  and  11  fed  to  fay, 
that  Good-nature  and.  Benevolence  could  not  be  de¬ 
fined  feparately ,  becaufe  they  were  the  aggregate  of 
all  Virtues .  His  adopted  fon,  who  Succeeded 
him,  paid  little  regard  to  this  maxim,  and  his 
violence  procured  him  the  name  of  Khdlef \  or. 
The  U njujl  f  ;  but  it  is  faid  that  he  changed  his 
temper  and  conduct  upon  the  remonftrances  of 
his  Nobles. 

There  was  nothing  memorable  in  the  reign  of 
his  fucceffor  Narfi  J,  whom  we  call  Narfies  : 
Hormozd  IL  his  fon,  was  a  juft  and  magnificent 
prince  ;  he  raifed  a  Court  of  Judicature  in  his 
Metropolis,  in  which  he  fometimes  preftded  in 
perfon  ;  and  he  built,  it  is  thought,  the  city  of 
Hormuz  in  Carmania ,  the  name  of  which  was 
afterwards  given  to  the  Ifland  in  the  Perfian 
Gulf,  which  our  travellers  call  Ormus . 

A-  D.  349.  S  HA  FOR ,  whom  the  Arabians  name  D  HU 

LACTAF  ||,  or,  The  Round-Shouldered ,  was  taken 
prifoner  by  the  Greek  Emperor,  and,  during  his 
captivity,  many  of  his  fineft  provinces  were  laid 
wafte  ;  but  having  recovered  his  liberty  by  the 
help  of  the  Emperor's  Miftrefs,  he  returned  to 
Azarbigian ,  where  he  made  himfelf  known  to 
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his  people,  and  foon  after  totally  defeated  the  A.  D.  309, 
Greeks  :  in  memory  of  this  action  he  built  the 
city  of  Cazvin  which,  for  its  lingular  beauty, 
was  alfo  named  Gemalabdd  f.  Elis  grandfon 
Eahararn  had  but  a  fliort  reign,  which  was  dif~ 
turbecl  by  frequent  rebellions.  It  was  ufual  for 
the  Perfian  Kings  to  give  their  fons  fome  con- 
ilderable  government  with  the  title  of  Shah  ; 
that  of  Carmania  was  allotted  to  Bahardm ,  who 
affumed,  in  confequence  of  it,  the  furname  of 
Kermanjhah  J,  which  our  writers  have  corrupted 
into  Garmafat. 


The  reign  of  his  fon  Tezdegerd  had  nothing 
in  it,  that  deferves  to  be  related. 

%  V  ' 

BAHARAM  the  Fourth  ||,  or  the  Sixth,  as  A.  £.351. 
fome  authors  reckon  him,  was  educated  in  Ara -  - 
bia9  and  had  fome  difficulty  to  recover  the  throne 
of  Perfia,  which  the  Nobles  of  his  father’s  court 
had,  in  his  abfence,  given  to  a  prince  named 
Kefri.  The  adventures  of  this  King  are  related 
at  large  by  the  poet  Catebi ,  fome  of  whofe  fictions 
have  been  tranfplanted  into  the  Perfian  hiftories, 
where  we  are  told,  with  great  folemnity,  “  that 
“  lie  challenged  Kefri  to  fnatch  the  diadem  from 
“  two  hungry  lions,  between  whom  he  had 
“  placed  it  ;  that  he  ilew  the  two  lions,  and 
“  took  the  diadem  $  that  he  travelled  into  India 
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u  in  a  private  character,  and  married  the  King’s 
u  daughter,  having  gained  his  favour  by  killing 
<c  a  furious  elephant,  and  by  defeating  another 
cc  Indian  Prince,  who  had  invaded  the  country.” 
Thefe  relations  have  the  air  of  Perfian  tales  ;  but 
we  may  be  allured,  that  he  repulfed  the  Eaftern 
"Tartars ,  who,  as  ufual,  had  palfed  the  Ox  us  in 
his  reign  ;  and  that,  having  no  other  enemies, 
he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  hunting. 
His  favourite  prey  was  a  beaft  called  Gur ,  which 
feems  to  be  the  Onagrus ,  or  Wild  Afs  ;  and  it  is 
laid  that  he  was  killed  in  a  chace.  The  word 
Gur,  which  lignihes  a  tomb ,  as  well  as  a  wild  afs , 
gave  occalion  to  a  pun  of  feme  Perfian  wit, 
which  was  circulated  after  Baharam’ s  death  : 
See ,  fays  he,  bow  Baharam,  who  chafed  the  Gur, 
or  wild  afs,  all  his  life,  was  at  length  chafed  and 
taken  by  Gur,  or  the  tomb 


The  fuccelTor  of  Baharam  was  Tezdegerd  IT. 
a  wife  and  refolute  prince,  whofe  foldiers  were 
fo  fond  of  him,  that  they  gave  him  the  furname 
of  Sifdhdojl ,  or,  Beloved  by  the  army  He  left 
his  throne  to  his  younger  fon  Hormuz ,  fur  named 
Firzdma  j,  or,  The  Prudent ;  but  that  prince  was 
dethroned,  in  lefs  than  a  year,  by  his  elder  bro¬ 
ther  Firuz 
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FIRU Z  *,  having  depofed  his  brother  by  the  D.  459, 
help  of  Khojhnavdzy  a  King  of  the  hulofcythians y 
foon  forgot  his  obligation  to  him,  and  turned 
his  arms  againft  his  proteftor ;  but  he  was  con- 
ftantly  defeated  by  that  prince,  and  was  at  laffc 
obliged  to  conclude  a  difhonourable  peace.  The 
people,  whom  the  Greeks  call  Indcfcythians ,  and 
the  Perfians  Hai'atelis,  inhabited  the  mountains 
between  Candahar  and  India ,  and  were,  perhaps, 
nearly  the  fame  with  theAfgans ,  who  ruined  the 
F  erf  an  Monarchy  in  the  prefen t  age. 

x  t 

Belaflo  and  Cobad  fucceeded  Firuz  ;  the  fecond 
of  them  was  the  father  of  Nujhirvdn  the  Great , 
before  whom  Jamdfp ,  or,  as  we  call  him,  Za- 
mafpes ,  reigned  one  year. 

NUSHIRVAN  f,  better  known  in  Europe  by  D-  53°* 
the  name  of  Cofroes ,  reigned  till  near  the  clofe  of 
the  iixth  century  ;  he  was  a  Prince  of  eminent 
virtues,  fortunate  in  war,  and  illuftrious  in  peace. 
MAHOMED ,  who  was  born  in  his  reign,  calls 
him  The  Juft  King ,  a  title  more  honourable  than 
that  of  Great ,  which  we  are  apt  to  beftow  fo 
wantonly  upon  the  oppreffors  of  mankind.  All 
the  moral  writers  of  Perfm ,  and  principally  Sddi9 
in  his  Boftdn ,  or  Garden ,  and  Jdmi ,  in  his  Beha- 
rijldn ,  or,  Manfion  of  the  Spring ,  are  fond  of 
reciting  the  maxims  of  this  Monarch,  and  of 
illuftrating  their  leffons  of  morality  by  his  ex¬ 
ample. 


* 


t  o 
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A .  D.  530.  His  fon  Hormuz  was  far  from  imitating  his 

*—"*-***  father’s  virtue ;  he  was  at  laft  dethroned  by  his 
General  Bahardm ,  whom  fome  authors  reckon 
among  the  Kings  of  Perfia, 

A.  d .  590.  KHO  SRU  PAR  VIZ  *  was  a  magnificent  and 

amiable  monarch  :  he  fought  againft  the  Greek 
Emperors  with  great  fuccefs,  but  was  at  length 
defeated  by  Heraclius .  He  is  faid  to  have  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  the  Emperor  Maurice ,  named 
Irene :  the  Perfians  call  this  princefs  Shirin ,  or 
Sweet ,  and  the  progrefs  of  her  love  for  Parviz 
furniihed  Nezdnu ,  and  other  poets,  with  the 
fubjed:  of  an  entertaining  Romance  ;  they  tell 
us  that  a  certain  Statuary,  named  Ferhad ,  was 
in  love  with  the  fame  lady,  and  pierced  through 
the  heart  of  a  large  mountain,  either  to  gratify 
his  miftrefs,  or  to  employ  his  melancholy  hours. 
There  is  an  elegant  couplet  of  Jdmi  on  this  cele¬ 
brated  Beauty  and  her  lovers  :  When  Shirin, 
fays  he,  opened  her  Ups ,  that  Jhed fweetnefs  around \ 
floe  ftole  the  heart  of  Parviz,  and  the  foul  of  Fer¬ 
had  f . 

■n  '  ■  '  \..T  .  „  *  a  . 

This  prince  is  faid  to  have  received  a  letter 
from  Mahomed ,  inviting  him  to  embrace  the  new 
fed  of  the  Arabians  ;  but,  as  he  was  extremely 
addicted  to  the  popular  religion  of  his  country, 
he  tore  the  letter  with  great  difdain. 


* 


t  Tn  Perjian 

^ _ <vJ 
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Parviz * 
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Parviz ,  if  we  believe  the  Eafterns,  was  a  lover  A .  £.  59o 
of  Mufick,  and  a  patron  of  thole  who  profeffcd 
that  art :  his  chief  Mufician  was  Bar  bud ,  who 
compoied  a  favourite  tune  called  Aurengi^  or 
Royal ,  and  invented  a  fort  of  lute,  known  by  his 
name  ;  whence  M.  d’Herbeiot  fuppofes,  a  little 
too  haftily,  that  the  Greeks  formed  their  word 
Barbiton ,  not  reflecting,  that  Anacreon  and  Ho¬ 
race  ufed  that  word  many  ages  before  the  birth 
of  Parviz*  The  Perfmns ,  like  the  ancient  Greeks , 
call  their  mufical  modes ,  or  Perdu's ,  by  the  names 
of  different  countries  or  cities,  as  the  mode  of 
If  pah  an ,  the  mode  of  Irak ,  the  mode  of  Hejdz , 
or  the  Arabian  mode.  Whether  thefe  modes, 
like  ours,  mean  ^  fuccejfon  of  founds  relating  by 
jufi  proportions  to  one  principal  note ,  or  only  a  par- 
ticular  fort  of  air,  it  has  not  been  in  my  power 
to  learn.  If  we  may  argue  from  the  foftnefs  of 
the  Perfian  language,  the  ftrong  accentuation  of 
the  words,  and  the  tendernefs  of  the  fongs 
which  are  written  in  it,  we  may  conclude  that 
the  Perfians  muff  have  a  natural  and  affecting 
melody,  which  is,  certainly,  true  mufick ;  but 
they  feem  to  be  very  little  acquainted  with  the 
Theory  of  that  fublime  art :  and,  indeed,  the 
Europeans  knew  as  little  of  it,  till  it  was  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  by  Roujfeau  of  Geneva >  who  has 
written  upon  the  fubjecf  like  a  Philofopher,  art 
Artift,  and  a  Man  of  Tafte. 

fi  v  * 

Afttr  the  death  of  Parviz ,  the  Empire  began  A.  D ,  H  > 
to  decline  :  the  five  Princes,  and  the  two  Queens, 
who  fucceeded  to  Shiruieh ,  or  Siroes ,  as  they 
were  eminent  neither  in  peace  nor  in  war ,  are  not 
worthy  of  a  place  in  Hiftory. 


The 


A  short  HISTORY  of  PERSIA. 

The  Arabs ,  under  the  command  of  Omar ,  were 
perpetually  making  inroads  upon  the  Perfian 
Empire,  and  finally  overthrew  it  by  the  defeat 
of  TEZDEGIRD  who  was  killed  in  the  middle 
of  the  /event h  century  ;  and  by  his  death  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Sajfan  became  extinct. 


A  ;j 
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CHAP.  IV. 


THE  MAHO MEDAN  DYNASTIES. 
Mar  was  fucceeded  by  a  race  of  Califs ,  the 


^  Popes  of  Afia ,  who  aillimed  at  once  a  regal 
and  a  prieftly  chara&er,  the  one  as  conquerors 
of  Perfia^  and  the  other  as  fuccefFors  of  Maho¬ 
med.  The  family  of  OMMIA  preferred  their 
power  and  dignity  ;  but,  under  the  houfe  of 
ABBAS ,  the  Califate  was  reduced  to  a  fhadow 
of  fovereignty,  and  their  Empire  was  divided 
among  a  number  of  independent  Princes ; 

The  diviilon  of  the  Empire  prepared  it  for 
diffolution  ;  the  Ions  of  GENGHIZ ,  who  led  a 
numerous  army  of  Tartars  over  the  Oxus ,  found 
the  conqueft  of  Perfia  an  eafy  talk.  It  is  related, 
that  Holagu ,  a  Mogul  prince,  who  put  an  end  to 
the  Califate  in  the  thirteenth  century,  was  in¬ 
cited  to  beliege  Bagdad  by  the  great  aftronomer 
Najjireddin ,  who  had  taken  offence  at  the  Calif  Js 
behaviour  to  him  ;  fo  that  the  fubverfion  of  a 
fplendid  Empire  was  owing  to  the  refentment 
of  a  private  Philofopher  *.  The  Genghvzians 
were  followed  by  TIMUR ,  improperly  called 
Tamerlane ,  whofe  dominions  extended  from  the 
Ganges  to  the  borders  of  Mufcovy ,  and  from  the 
Archil  pel  ago  to  the  frontiers  of  China  ;  which 
kingdom  he  was  beginning  to  invade  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  The  metropolis  of  his  Empire 


*  M.  duller  held  treats  this  anecdote  as  a  fable. 
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was  Samareand,  a  rich  and  nourifhing  city,  the 
ancient  Maracanda,  fituated  in  the  beautiful 
valley  of  Sogd,  about  a  day’s  journey  from  Qajhs 
the  place  of  his  birth.  At  the  opening  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century,  not  many  months '"before  his 
death,  he  celebrated  the  nuptials  of  his  fons  and 
grandfons  by  a  fumptuous  feftival  in  a  delightful 
plain  called  G&nigul  or,  The  Trecfury  of  Rofes . 
All  the  riches  of  Xerxes  and  Darius,  of  which 
our  hiftorians  talk  fo  extravagantly,  were  trifling 
in  comparifon  of  the  jewels  and  gold  exhibited 
on  this  occafion. 

His  vaft  pbffeffions  were  inherited  by  the  ib 
luftrious  SHAHRQKH ,  who  diftributed  them 
among  his  children.  In  his  reign  the  princes 
of  the  BLACK  RAM  grew  very  powerful  and 
infolent  ;  they  were,  however,  reduced  by 
U  ZUN  HASS  AN,  or  Haffan  the  Tall ,  who  was 
the  flxth  king  of  the  WHITE  RAM ,  and  iub- 
dued  many  provinces  of  Perfia,  but  was  defeated 
by  Sultan  Mahomed  II.  who  took  Conftantinople 
in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Thefe 
two  families  were  difiinguifhed  by  the  Rams  of 
different  colour which  were  painted  on  their 
enfigns . 

« 

The  fons  of  Haffan  weakened  their  Empire  by 
their  violent  difienfioUs ;  and,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fifteenth  century ,  left  it  open  to  1 S  MAIL*, 
whofe  grandfather  Juneidh ad  married  a  daughter 
of  Haffan.  This  prince  is  confidered  as  the 
founder  of  the  Sen  family,  but  his  anceftor 
LHEIKH  SEFI  was  the  true  caufe  of  its  rife. 


Th 
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The  Rory  of  that  lingular  man  deferves  to  be 
told  at  full  length.  When  Timur  returned  to 
Peifi a,  after  his  victories  in  Syria,  he  palled 
through  Ardebil ,  a  large  city  of  Media.  Iheie 
lived  at  that  time  in  this  city  a  man  named 
Sefieddin ,  or  the  Purity  of  Religion ,  by  contraction 
Sefi,  who  was  much  refpected  by  the  Citizens, 
as  a  Philofopher  of  lingular  virtue  and  piety, 
and  a  reputed  defcendant  from  the  prophet  Ali« 

The  Tartarian  Conqueror,  who  was  not  inferiour 
to  Alexander,  vilited  Sefi,  who  was  far  more  be¬ 
nevolent  than  Diogenes  ;  and  at  that  time  Tamer¬ 
lane  happened  to  have  with  him  a  great  number 
of  captives  in  chains,  for  the  moft  part  natives 
of  Carmania,  whom  he  had  determined  to  put 
to  death  upon  Tome  publick  occafion..  He  was* 
charmed  with  the  converfation  of  the  philofopher, 
and,  like  the  Macedonian  Hero,  offered  to. give 
him  any  thing  he  could  defire.  The  Sage  pointed 
to  the  Captives,  and  entreated  him  to  five  the 
lives  of  thofe  young  Carmani ans  who  were  in  his 
train .  Timur  confented  ;  and  gave  them  all  to  Sefi 
as  his  Haves  ;  but  the  virtuous  old  man  fupplied 
them  with  the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  fent  them 
to  their  native  city.  The  families  of  thofe  prifon- 
ers,  who  were  the  principal  men  of  Carmania , 
retained  fo  grateful  a  fenfe  of  this  benefit,  that 
they  exprefled  it  in  the  moft  extravagant  man¬ 
ner  :  they  made  it  the  bufinefs  oi  their  lives  to 
vifit  their  benefactor  and  to  carry  him  prefents  p 
and  even  enjoined  their  children  to  pay  the  fame' 
refpeft  to  the  pofterity  of  this  excellent  man.  v 
But  all  his  deieendants  had  not  his  benevolence;, 
and  Ifmail  employed  thofe  very  Carraanians  in 
railing  him  to  the  throne  of  Perfia,  and  in  lub- 
ftituting  the  fed  of  Ain  his  real  or  fuppofed 

anceftor^ 
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anceftor,  to  that  of  Omar,  the  acknowledged 
fucceffor  of  Mahomed. 

If  mail  had  many  eminent  qualities,  but  fullied 
them  ail  by  his  deteftable  cruelty.  His  fucceifbrs, 
without  excepting  ABBAS,  abfurdly  called  the 
Great,  were  fuch  a  difgrace  to  human  nature, 
that  an  account  of  their  lives  would  be  more 
like  a  defcription  of  the  Tigers  in  fome  publick 
collection  of  wild  beafts,  than  a  piece  of  hiftory : 
almoft  every  day  of  their  lives  was  diilinguifhed 
by  fome  horrid  act  of  intemperance,  luft,  or 
murder,  aggravated  with  fome  new  circum- 
llance  of  wickednefs :  their  very  love  was  fierce 
and  inhuman,  and  they  burned  for  the  flight  eft 
offences  the  in  oft  beautiful  women  of  ° Afia, 
either  becaufe  they  declined  drinking  a  cup  of 
wine  more  than  ufual,  or  interceded  for  fome 
courtier  in  difgrace.  At  length  the  vein  of  in¬ 
humanity  feemed  exhaufted  in  the  family,  and 
left  nothing  behind  it  but  an  inconceivable  Ra¬ 
pidity. 

t  . 

HUSSEIN,  who  reigned  at  the  opening  of  this 
century,  was  a  weak  Zealot  ;  and,  by  committing 
the  management  of  his  kingdom  to  Eunuchs 
and  pernicious  Minifters,  left  it  open  to  the 
Savages  who  invaded  it,  and  aifaulted  him  even 
in  his  Metropolis.  A  barbarous  nation,  called 
Afgans ,  or  Avgans  *,  who  inhabited  the  moun¬ 
tains  between  Candahar  and  the  river  Indus, 
rufhed  like  a  torrent  into  Perfia,  and  took  1ft 
pahan  after  a  violent  fiege,  under  the  command 
of  MAHMUD,  fon  of  MIRVEIS,  who,  as  all 


!  or 


Europe 


< 
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Europe  knows,  had  fhaken  off  the  Perfian  yoke, 
and  governed  Candahar  for  eight  years  * **. 

*  t  ■  H  i 

The  kingdom  of  Perfia  was  reduced  to  a 
deplorable  Rate,  when  PAHMASP  was  raifed  to 
the  throne,  after  the  abdication  of  his  father 
Eujfein ,  who  was  foon  after  murdered.  Mahmud. > 
the  Ufurper  reigned  in  Ifpahan,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  coufin  Ajhraf  f ,  who  added  to  his 
dominions  the  cities  of  Kom ,  Yezd,  and  Kazvin 
The  inhabitants  of  Candahar ,  the  ancient  Paro - 
famifus ,  and  thofe  of  Herat  or  Ariana  had  thrown 
off  their  allegiance  to  the  Sultan,  having 
eftablifhed  feparate  and  diftincff  governments  :  in 
the  provinces  of  Ghildn ,  Kerman ,  and  Pars , 
feveral  pretenders  arofe  at  the  head  of  con- 
fid  erable  forces  t  the  rebel  Melek  had  made 
himfelf  matter  of  Khorafan ,  ordered  money 
to  be  coined  in  his  name,  and  wore  the 
diadem  of  Perfia;  the  Turks  had  fubdued  great 
part  of  Azarbigian  or  Media ,  and  all  the  diRricts 
pear  the  ffiore  of  the  Cafpian  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  Ruffians •  This  was  not  all ;  a  number 

J  nO  ' 

'  ;  ■ -  -  ■  '  — : ■  '  f 

-  .V.  ■  -A  «*»•■.•  ■  -  ’  f 

*  Thefe  Afgans  were,  probably,  the  P aropamifadce  of  the 
Ancients,  whom  Quintus  Curtius  defcribes  in  the  feventh. 

.  book  of  his  Life  of  Alexander ,  “  Ipfe  rex  nationem,  ne 
fnitimis  quidem  fuis  fatis  notam,*  quippe  nullo  commerci® 
“  CQlentem  mutuos  ufus,  cum  exercitu  intravit.  Paropa- 
'<«  mi'fadae  appellantur,  agrefte  hominum  genus,  et  inter 

**  barbaros  maxime  inconditum.”  Curtius  is  extremely  con- 
fufed  _in  his  Afiatick  Geography;  but  Ptolemy  rightly  places 
this  nation  with  India  on  th“  eaft,  the  Country  of  Aria  or  Herat 
on  the  weft,  part  of  Khorafaji  on  the  north,  and  Zahlefan ,  or 
Motion  on  the  fouth.  The  Avgans  are  mentioned  by  Ali 
Yezdi  in  his  life  of  Tamerlane.  M.  de  la  Croix ,  in.  his  maps* 
Calls  them  Ouganis. 

■f  In  Ar abide  AL I  or?  Mojl  nolle  ^ 
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of  barbarous  tribes,  who  inhabited  the  forefls 
and  mountains,  joined  in  the  general  commotion, 
and  concurred  to  fill  the  whole  Empire  with 
defolation  and  rapine ;  while  the  new  Emperor, 
who  had  fcarce  common  fenfe,  was  driven  like 
a  fugitive  from  city  to  city,  attended  only  by 
a  few  troops,  and  fome  Nobles  as  weak  as 
himfelf. 

r  At  this  time  a  young  man,  named  NJDER- 
hJJLl ,  or  Ihe  Servant  of  the  Wonderful ,  advanced 
from  the  deferts  bordering  on  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
and  attacked  the  enemies  of  his  country.  It  is 
lie,  of  whofe  life  and  actions  we  propofe  to  give 
a  fuccincf  account  in  the  following  work. 
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THE  LIFE  OF 

NADER  SHAH, 

KING  of  PERSIA. 


SECTION  I. 

The  war  in  Khorafan. 

71  YADER  KULI  was  born  on  Sunday,  the 
J  y  eleventh  day  of  November  in  the  year 
1 68 8,  in  a  caftle  named  Deftegerd,  about 
jfixty  miles  to  the  north  of  Mejhed ,  Capital  of 
Khorafan .  His  birth  was  neither  eminently  high , 
nor  contemptibly  low  ;  for  his  Anceftors  feem  to 
have  been  the  principal  men  of  a  Tartarian  tribe, 
called  Affhars ,  who  had  formerly  removed  from 
the  Tranfoxan  provinces  to  avoid  the  opprefhon 
of  the  Moguls  :  their  life  was  divided  between 
war,  and  paftoral  amufements,  and,  like  the 
Arabs,  they  continued  to  change  their  quarters 
according^  to  the  mildnefs  or  feverity  of  the  feafon * 
We  may  fuppofe,  however,  that  his  family  was 
not  very  confiderable,  as  the  Rerfiari.  author 
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makes  a  long  apology  for  the  obfcurity  of  his 
extraction,  and,  in  the  manner  of  the  Oriental 
writers,  throws  out  feveral  poetical  illuftrations 
of  what  he  had  affected,  “  that  the  cimeter 
“  acquires  its  merit  from  the  natural  excellence 
“  of  its  temper,  and  not  from  the  mine,  where 
C5  it  was  formed ;  and  that  the  diamond  owes 
not  its  fuperiority  over  all  other  jewels  to  the 
rock  whereat  grew,  but  to  its  native  bright- 
nefsff  Let  that  be  as  it  may,  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  born  with  admirable  parts,  and 
foon  difcovered  a  peculiar  genius  for  military 
cxercifes  :  even  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years , 
he  gave  many  fignal  proofs  of  his  valour,  in 
every  expedition  that  he  was  engaged  in  ;  but 
the  firft  circumftance  which  promoted  and  dif- 
tinguiihed  him,  was  his  alliance  with  the  Chief 
of  a  neighbouring  tribe ,  a  man  of  great  power 
and  dignity,  who  had  flgnalized  himfelf  in 
feveral  wars  with  the  nations  of  the  adjacent 
diftricts,  and  wh©  then  poffeffed  a  ftrong  hold 
-near  the  city  of  Abrurd :  this  chief  was  fo  pleated 
with  the  dawning  merit  'of  the  young  Nader- 
kuli,  that  he  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage, 
in  preference  to  a  croud' of  competitors.  °  . 

Be  was  thirty-one  years  old,  when  his  fon 
Jhzakuli  was  born,  whofe  mother  died  five  years 
after ;  and  Nader  married  the  daughter  of  ano¬ 
ther  Chief,  by  whom  he  had  two  ions  Tmdmkuli , 
and  Nafralla.  We  muff  not  omit,  that  he  had  a 
brother  named  Zoheireddoula ,  who  had  alfo  two 
fons  Ibrahim  and  AH :  as  thefe  are  the  princi¬ 
pal  actors  in  the  following  Hiftory,  the  reader 
iimft  keep  them  conftantly  in  his  memory,  for 
if  lie  once  lofe  the  chain  of  events  in  this  nar¬ 
rative,  we  are  not  anfwerable  for  any  obfcurity 
*  3  or 
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or  confufion,  that  lie  may  find  in  it ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  neceffary  for  him,  to  hold  perpetually  in  his  Nad*  36* 
mind  the  foliation  of  the  provinces  in  Perjia ,  and  '*^s***m*t 
the  Jlate  of  thofe  provinces ,  when  Naderkuli  began 
his  career 

\ 

It  was  in  the  t hirtyfixth  year  of  his  age,  that 
he  formed  the  defign  of  delivering  his  Country 
from  the  tyrants ,  who  inf e feed  every  part  of  it  5 
and,  knowing  that  he  xmifir  proceed  gradually 
in  the  execution  of  this  great  project,  he  began 
it,  by  collecting  under  his  banners  a  number  of 
the  tribes  contiguous  to  his  own,  and  perfecuted 
or  destroyed  all  thofe,  who  refufed  to  fupport 
him  in  his  enterprife.  In  a  fhort  time  he  had 
affembled  a  body  of  re'folute  and  warlike  youths,  ' 
who  were  ftrongly  attached  to  his  intereits,  and 
attended  him  faithfully  through  all  the  changes 
of  his  fortune  :  with  their  ailifhnce  lie  took 
poffeffion  of  Ixelat ,  a  Cable  very  advantageoufiy 
fituated,  and  made  yet  ftronger  by  the  help  of  art, 

i  ;  1  9 

The  firft  dangerous  enemy  that  he  determined 
to  cru'fii,  was  Melek ,  who  had  ufurped  the  large 
•  and  beautiful  province  of  Khorafan,  or  the  Region 
of  the  Sun :  he  was  not  yet  throng  enough  to 
repel  this  ufurper  by  force  of  arms  ;  and  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  ,to  a  bafe  diffimulation, 
far  below  the  natural,  great  nets  of  his  mind.  He 
accepted  the  terms  of  amity,  which  Melek  had 
propofed  to  him  with  a  defign  equally  treach¬ 
erous  ;  and  they  pafied  fome  time  together  with 
every  outward  mark  of  ffiendfhip,  whilft  each 
was  feeking  an  opportunity  to  circumvent  and 


*  See  the  Introduction, 
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j.d.  1723.  ruin  the  other:  at  length  Naderkuli,  perceiving 

Nad.  36.  ys  danger  in  the  court  of  the  tyrant,  determined 

*  V"W  to  ft r ike  the  £rft  blow,  and  formed  a  com 
fpiracy  againft  him,  in  which  he  failed  by  a 
want  of  agility  that  feems  incredible ;  for  he  had 
agreed  with  his  affociates,  that,  while  he  and 
Melek  were  engaged  in  the  Afiatick  exercife  of 
throwing  the  Gerid ,  or  javelin,  they  fhould 
attack  his  guards,  and  leave  him  to  hazard  a 
tingle  combat  with  the  Ufurper,  but  that  they 
fliould  not  ftir,  till  they  faw  him  feize  the  reins 
of  Melek’ s  horfe  ;  at  a  proper  time  he  was 
going  to  give  the  lignal,  but  in  the  hurry  of  the 
exercife ,  he  miffed  his  aim ,  and  Melek  rode  by 
without  perceiving  his  attempt,  fo  that  he  re- 
folved  to  defer  his  vengeance  till  another  day  : 
but  his, great  mind  was  not  formed  for  the  low 
arts  of  deceit ;  and  he  was  referred  for  a  nobler 
victory  over  this  tyrant .  He  foon  discovered  his 
errour,  and,  having  retired  from  the  court  of 
Melek  to  his  own  caftle,  began  to  take  meafures 
for  an  open  and  vigorous  war. 

Since  his  troops  were  as  yet  very  little  ufed 
to  fire-arms,  and  had  only  fought  with  lances 
or  fibres,  he  was  obliged  to  act  with  great 
caution  againft  the  artillery  of  Melek :  he  com 
ftantly  avoided  a  decifive  battle,  but  feized  with 
incredible  vigilance  every  advantage  that  pre-1 
fented  itfelf.  He  had,  however,  feveral  engage¬ 
ments  with  his  enemies,  in  which  he  was  gene¬ 
rally  victorious  ;  and  he  foon  received  a  great 
acceftion  to  his  power,  by  the  concurrent  forces 
of  all  the  neighbouring  tribes,  and  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  ftrong  holds  in  the  diftrift  of  Abiurd, 
which  he  had  taken  either  by  compofition,  or 
by  {form. 


While 
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While  this  young  Adventurer  was  training  his  A. .0.17*4- 
new  army  to  a  kind  of  war,  of  which  they  had 
no  idea  before  his  time,  the  Sultan  Tahmafp  was 
regaining  a  little  ftrength,  and  making  a  feeble 
effort  towards  the  recovery  of  Khorafan  ;  with 
which  view,  he  fent  a  detachment  into  that  pro¬ 
vince,  under  the  command  of  Riza,  a  weak  and 
imprudent  officer.  This  General  was  extremely 
furprifed  to  hear  on  every  fide  the  fame  of 
Nader’s  exploits,  and  to  find  that  he  had  forced 
Melek  to  remain  inactive  within  the  walls  of 
Meflied,  again!!  which  he  had  actually  led  his 
forces :  he  confidered,  that  the  fuccefs  of  this 
young  man  would  entirely  efface  his  own  glory, 
and  render  his  expedition  ineffe&ual ;  accord¬ 
ingly  he  fent  him  orders  to  defifi  from  his  enter - 
prife ,  and  to  avoid  an  engagement  with  the  rebels . 
Naderkuli  obeyed  ;  and,  retiring  to  Abiurd, 
left  the  field  open  for  the  General,  not  doubting 
but  that  his  fervice  would  foon  be  neceffary, 
and  that  Riza  would  repent  of  having  refilled 
it :  he  was  not  deceived  *,  for  Melek,  being  in¬ 
formed  of  Nader’s  retreat,  aud  knowing  the 
incapacity  of  Pdza,  f allied  eagerly  from  his  in - 
trenchments ,  defeated  the  Imperial  army ,  and  com - 

pel  led  the  General  to  fly  with  a  few  of  his  guards . 

1 

Nader,  upon  this,  prepared  again  for  action, 

!  ^nd  led  his  troops  towards  the  city  of  Nijhapor , 
which  Melek  had  in  veiled  ;  but  a  mutiny,  that 
was  raifed  in  his  army,  gave  the  rebels  time  to 
pufh  the  liege  with  vigour,  and  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  the  city  to  the  tyrant.  When  Nader 
had  calmed  the  diffenfion  of  his  tribes,  he  re- 
folved  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  met  the  enemy  in 
a  plain  near  Meflied ;  but  his  foldiers  were  fo 
harraffed  by  the  mufketry  of  the  rebels.,  that 

3  3  $iey 
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J,b:i7z4..  they  fo0n  fled  in  confufion,  and  Nader  himfelf, 
y —  attended  only  by  two  of  Ills  officers,  retired  to 
ivelat,  v/ith  indignation  in  Inis  heart,  it  was 
not  long,  before  fie  reinforced  his  army  in  the 
districts  -of  Abiurd,  and,  marching  at  their  head 
towards  Meihed,  incamped  within  a  few'  miles 
.°f  the  city.  Melek,  elated  with  his  former  fuc-- 
ce%  advanced  boldly  againft  him  ;  but  Nader 
was  fo  animated  by  the  fenfc  of  his  late  difgrace, 
and  the  ardent  defire  of  revenge,  that  he  re- 
jLoiveo  to  exert  his  utinoft  powers,  and  rufhed 
with  a  wild  fury  upon  the  rebels.  The  engage¬ 
ment  was  obftinate,  and  1  aft ed  with  equaf  vk> 
*erYe  on  both  fides,  from  noon  till  funfet ;  at 
winch  time,.  Melek,  finding  the  greater  part  of 
his  army  flain,  fled  precipitately  to  an  adjacent 
iortrefs,  leaving  lus  ammunition  and  artillery 
in  the  hands  of  the  Conquerors.  Nader  was 
prevented,  by  fome  troubles  in  his  little  territory, 
from  punning  his  conqueft  at  that  time,  and 
Melek  returned  to  Meflied,  full  of  madnefs  and 
defpair. 

* 

*  In  the  mean  while,  the  Emperor  was  wander- 
big  like  an  exile  in  the  province  of  Mazenderan, 
the  ancient  hdargiana  :  he  heard  every  quarter 
ring  with  the  name  of  Nader ,  and,  being  allured 
tnat  this  young  warriour  had  no  other  intent 
tliao^  to  extirpate  the  oppreffors  of  his  country, 
he  fent  one  of  his  minifters  named  Haffan  All, 
to  compliment  him  upon  his  late  victory,  and 
_  to  defire  the  continuance  of  his  help.  Nader 
received  this  miniiler  with  great  dignity,  de* 
glared  that  his  intention  was ,  to  omit  no  Jiep  towards 
f  ejtoring  the  Sultan  to  his  former  power ,  and  ac¬ 
companied.  Haffan  All  in  his  return  through 
part  or  JOiorafaiijj  in  order  to  defend  him  front 
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any  danger  or  ihfolt.  After  this  he  reftxmed  a.d.ij-g. 
his  arms,  and  took  feveral  ftrong  places  by  aft  Nad-  39- 
fault,  among  which  was  the  ancient  city  of  Mem : 
he  enlifted  the  young  captives  into  his  army, 
and  diftributed  the  /polls  among  his  own  Aft 
fhars. 

The  Sultan  in  the  mean  time  was  advancing 
to  Khorafan,  with  his  fmall  army  commanded 
by  a  General  named  Feiah  Alf  and  fent  a  fecond 
meffage  to  Nader,  intreating  him  to  join  him 
with  his  forces  :  Nader  fet  out  inftantly,  and 
met  the  Emperor,  with  whom  he  had  a  long 
conference  ;  and  on  the  fcventh  of  September 
1727,  both  armies  marched  towards  Meihed. 

During  thefe  tranfaelions  Melek  had  not  been  a.d.  1727* 
idle  :  he  had  taken  all  the  forts  in  the  adjacent  Nad* 
diftridts,  and  laid  wafte  the  habitations  of  all 
the  tribes  that  oppofed  him  *  but,  hearing  that 
Nader  and  the  Sultan  had  joined  their  forces, 
he  was  feized  with  fuch  fear,  that  he  returned 
in  hafte  to  the  Capital  of  his  province,  and  made, 
preparations  for  fu framing  the  tempeil,  which 
he  law  impending -over  him. 

About  this  time  Fetah  All,  the  commander 
in  chief,  was  accnfed  of  difaffecHon,  and  put 
to  death  by  the  Emperor’s  order  :  though  the 
Perfian  writer  feems  to  acquit  his  Hero  of  any 
concern  in  this  accufation,  yet  we  cannot  help 
fufpecting  that  He  was  the  contriver  of  it  ;  it 
is  certain  at  leaft,  that  he  was  immediately 
inverted  with  the  fupreme  command  or  the 
imperial  army,  which  he  exercifed  upon 
every  occafion  with  great  authority,  dift 
poling  of  places  and  governments  according 
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j,n.  1727.  to  liis  pleafiire.  He  foon  began  to  draw  his 

HneS  r0Ul?d  the  c.itT’  while  Melek,  being 
almoft  driven  to  defpair,  made  feveral  bold 
attempts  to  impede  bis  progrefs,  and  often  fallied 
from  the  gates,  but  was,  as  often,  repulfed  with 
gieafc  lofs,  and  was  at  length  obliged  to  act 
merely  a  defenfive  part.  When  the  fiege  had 
lafted  near  two  months,  the  officers  of  Melek 
defer  ted  from  him  every  day  ;  and  one  of  them, 
named  Pir  Mohammed,  offered  to  deliver  the 
city  to  the  befiegers,  if  the  Sultan  would  grant 
Jum  a  full  pardon  }  accordingly,  he  opened  the 
gates  at  midnight  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  No¬ 
vember,  and  Nader  entered  them  at  the  head 
of  twelve  thoufand  men  ;  moft  of  the  garrifon 
laid  down  their  arms  ;  the  reft  were  put  to  the 
fword,  and  Melek,  with  a  few  of  his  chiefs,  fled 
to  the  citadel,  where  tney  made  a  fhort  refiftance, 
v  but  at  laft  ftirrendered  at  diferetion.  The  rebels 
were  treated  with  lenity,  and  Melek,  at  his  own 
requeft,  was  permitted  to  wear  the  habit  of  a 
Dei  vife ,  and  to  retire  into  a  cell  belonging'  to 
the  mofque  of  Riza,  the  fon  of  Mufa ,  a  Maho- 
medan  iaint,  "who  was  buried  m  the  city  of 
Mefhed.  The  oilicer,  who  betrayed  him,  was 
recompenfed  for  his  fcrvice  by  a  conficlerable 
government, 

* 

.The  unit  an  entered  Ins  city  m  a  kind  of 

tiiumph,  and  a  Jnort  interval  of  reft  jucceeded  to  all 
his  mifery* 

Nader  had  made  a  vow  that,  if  lie  took  Mefhed, 
he  would  caufe  the  dome  of  the  facred  mofque 
to  be  gilt  ;  he,  therefore,  employed  the  few 
ays  of  1  epofe  after  his  fuccefs,  in  giving  orders 
fpi  adding  this  ornament  to  the  city,  and  at  the 
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fame  time  the  ableft  architects  were  engaged,  by  A.D.ijzjc 
his  command,  in  railing  another  dome  equally  Nad- »°- 
fplendid. 

By  thefe  a£ts  of  affeCted  piety,  but  of  true 
magnificence,  he  won  the  hearts  of  the  populace, 
and  of  his  army ;  but  raifed  in  the  courtiers  and 
minifters  of  the  Sultan,  that  envy  and  malevo¬ 
lence,  which  ever  accompany  a  confcioufnefs  of 
inferiour  merit :  they  were  perpetually  infinua- 
ting  to  the  credulous  prince,  that  his  General  was 
daring  and  ambitious ,  that  his  power  was  already 
out  of  all  reafon ,  and  that  no  authority  whatever 
would  be  able  to  controll  him,  if  he  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  purfue  his  prefent  courfe.  Thefe  fug- 
geftions  had  fuch  an  effeCl  on  the  Emperor,  that, 
when  Nader  had  begun  to  march  into  an  ad» 
jacent  territory,  in  order  to  reinforce  his  troops, 
the  imperial  mandate  was  ifiued  to  recall  him. 

Upon  his  difobedience  the  Sultan  left  Mefhed, 
and,  retiring  in  difguife  to  a  neighbouring  caftle, 
fent  circular  letters  to  all  the  northern  provinces, 
in  which  he  accufed  his  General  of  high  t reafon , 
and  declared  him  a  rebel .  Thefe  letters  were 
brought  to  Nader  together  with  the  news  of 
the  Sultan’s  retreat :  he  was  moved  with  a  juft 
indignation  at  this  ingratitude,  but  knowing 
that  gentle  meafures  would  be  ineffectual,  he 
led  his  troops  againft  the  caftle,  where  Tahmafp 
and  his  courtiers  were  concealed,  and,  upon 
their  difobeying  his  fummons,  he  laid  fiege  to 
it  in  form.  Soon  after,  a  large  Ripply  of 
money  and  military  ftores,  which  a  Perfian 
officer  was  bringing  to  the  Sultan,  was  inter¬ 
cepted  by  one  of  Nader’s  commanders,  and 
brought  to  his  camp  :  this  lofs  fo  reduced 
Tahmafp,  that  he  was  obliged  to  propofe  ami¬ 
cable 
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J'D:17*7'  cable  terms  to  bis  General,  and  to  promife  that, 
a'  „l„w  h  lie  would  defift  from  hoflilities,  himfelf  and 
Ills  court  would  return  to  Mefhed,  and  rely 
for  the  future  on  the  prudence  of  his  conduct, 
lie  accepted  thefe  terms ;  and  recondu&ed  the 
Monarch  to  his  capital,  with  every  outward 
mark  of  refpeft,  but,  in  reality ,  with  the  higheji 
contempt  both  of  his  power  and  underftanding 

It  is  probable,  that  Nader  conceived  at  this 
time  a  defign  of  taking  the  government  into 
liis  own  hands,  and  of  extending  his  conquefts 
even  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Periian  empire  ;■ 
for  on  the  morning  after  his  return  to  Mefhed, 
lie  told  his  officers  a  dream,  which  he  had,  no 
doubt,  invented,  and  which  they  did  not  fail 
to  interpret  according  to  his  withes :  “  he. 

dreamed.,  as -he  faid,  that  he  faw  a  lake,  in 
C£  which  were  a  large  water-fowl,  and  a -white 
fill  witn  four  horns  \  that  his  attendants 
65  ftrove  in  vain  to  catch  them,  but  that,  when 
“  He  ftr etched  out  his  hand,  he  took  them 
with  great  eafed5  His  adherents  immediately 
declared,  according  to  an  old  proverb  current  in 
tenia,  that,  to  dream  op  birds  and  fijh  denoted  a 
certainty  op  arriving  at  Jove  reign  power  \  but  the 
circumitance  of  the  four  horns  could  not  then 
be  explained  by  them,  though  they  were  af¬ 
terwards  fuppofed  to  portend  the  four  kingdoms 
*/  Perfa,  India ,  P, 'artary ,  and  K hare  ran  .  No¬ 
thing  thou  lei  be  omitted  in  an  Hiilory,  which 
may  tend  to  place  in  a  clear  light,  “’the  cha¬ 
racters  of  tne  principal  perfons  in  it :  we  fee 
by  this  little  faft,  that  the  fmalleft  arts  ’of  policy 
were  united  in  this  lingular  man,  with  all  the 
iierceneis  of  heroifin  ;  and  we  fhall  have  oc- 
'Cafion,  in  the  cotirfe  of  our  narrative,  to  men¬ 
tion 
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tion  the  great  influence,  which  he  gained  over  a,d..t7z7» 
Ills  army  by  the  fame  artifice  of  forging  a  dream.  Nadt  jf: 
This  has  been  a  common  deceit  of  great  officers; 
as,  in  the  fiege  of  \ lyre ,  we  are  told,  that  Alex¬ 
ander  encouraged  his  foldiers,  by  alluring  them 
that  Hercules  had  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream , 
and,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  had  led  him  into 
the  City 

Nader  was  not  fullered  to  remain  a  long  time  A.D.x7zt, 
in  active :  the  inconftant  and  mutinous  nation  Nad* 
of  the  Curds,  privately  fupported  hy  the  minijlers 
of  the  Sultan ,  had  taken  arms,  and  driven  his 
brother  Zoheireddoula  into  a  cattle,  where  they  kept 
him  under  a  clofe  blockade.  He  found  no  great 
difficulty  in  reducing  thefe  rebels :  he  was  a  ole 
to  encounter  any  open  force  whatever  but  he 
was  at  the  fame  time  attacked  by  more  fecret 
and  more  dangerous  enemies..  Melek,  who,  as 
it  has  been  faid  above,  had  retired  into  the  cell 
of  a  dervife ,  was  employing  ail  liis  art  to  in¬ 
cite  the  Tartars,  that  inhabited  the  city  of 
Mem,  to  rebel  againft  Nader-,  and  the  Court 
affifted  him  in  thefe  intrigues  ;  while  the  Emperor, 
either  through  folly  or  malignity,  but,  certainly, 
with  an  excefs  of  ingratitude,  rejoiced  at  the 
Rorm,  which  he  thought  ready  to  break  over  the 
head  of  his  Deliverer  :  but  the  defigns  ^  of 
Melek  were  difcovered  ;  and  Nader,  finding  him 
no  lefs  dangerous  in  a  cell  than  in  the  field ,  de¬ 
termined  to  put  him  to  death,  and  difpatched 


*  Curt.  lib.  4.  cap.  7.  At  ille,  haudquaquam  rudu 
tra&andi  militares  animes,  fpeciem  iioi  tiercuiis^in  fomno 
oblatara  elTe  pronuntiat,  dexteram  porngentis  ;  iilo  ciuv-s 
plo  aperieote,  in  urbem  iutrarf  fe  yilum. 

one 
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ajj.i 728.  one  of  Ills  attendants  for  that  purpofe,  who 
Nad.  41.  gladly  undertook  the  office,  fince  a  brother,  whom 
v  he  tenderly  loved,  had  been  unjuftly  flam  by 

Melek  during  his  government  of  Khorafan. 
This  Ufurper  was  a  bafe,  perfidious,  artful  ty¬ 
rant  ;  he  had  been  governor  of  Segeftan,  but 
removed  into  Khorafan,  when  the  Afgans  in¬ 
vaded  Perth,  and  was  delighted  with  the  ruin 
of  his  country,  as  it  gave  him  an  opportunity 
of  railing  himfelf  to  abfolute  power. 

Nader  had  now  recovered  a  great  part  of  the 
fin  eft  province  in  the  Perfian  Empire ;  and  he 
refolved  to  bring  the  whole  of  it  to  fubjeclion, 
before  he  carried  his  arms  into  the  Weft.  As  to 
the  Sultan,  he  neither  feared  nor  regarded  him  : 
he  fhowed  him,  indeed,  a  great  deal  of  out¬ 
ward  refpeeft,  but  acted  in  all  his  affairs  with 
a  fovereign  authority;  for  he  well  knew  that 
nothing  could  injure  him,  while  he  was  at  the 
head  of  thirty  thoufand  hardy  foldiers,  who 
were  firmly  attached  to  his  intereft,  as  well 
from  the  veneration,  which  his  amazing  courage 
extorted  from  them,  as  from  the  hope  of  fharing 
the  fruits  of  his  victories. 

■»  Z'  -f 

;  On  the  twenty-feventh  of  July,  he  fet  out 
upon  an  expedition  againjl  the  Afgans ,  who  had 
by  this  time  penetrated  into  the  heart  of 
Khorafan  :  thofe  banditti  fled  precipitately  from 
Ins  army,  which  advanced,  as  the  poet  fays, 
like  a  flame  that  confumes  all  before  it .  He  came 
in  a  few  days  to  one  of  thofe  vaft  deferts  of 
land,  that  are  fo  frequent  in  Alia  ;  where, 
mounted  on  a  camel,  with  a  lance  in  his  hand, 
he  led  his  foldiers  without  intermiffion,  and 
held  in  common  with  them  the  toil  and  danger 
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of  thefe  fatiguing  marches.  He  arrived  on  the  Air 
ninth  of  September  at  a  fortrefs  called  Behadin, 
which  he  took  by  ftorm,  together  with  many 
other  ftrong  holds  :  but  the  caftle  of  Sencan 
gave  him  more  trouble  ;  the  governor  made  an 
obftinate  reiiftance,  and  would  not  furrender  till 
the  tweiity-fecond,  after  having  fuftained  a 
vigorous  lire  from  the  Perfian  artillery.  One 
day  he  was  handing  by  a  canon  of  an  enormous 
lize,  and  giving  directions  to  his  engineers  ; 
fome  accident  called  him  away,  and  he  had 
fcarce  hepped  three  paces  from  the.  canon,  be» 
fore  it  burh,  and  the  fplinters  of  it  killed.  fe- 
veral  foldiers,  and  one  officer  of  diftinction, 
who  hood  near  it  in  the  place,  which  Nader  had 
juh  left. 

On  the  day  after  the  taking  of  Sencan,  he 
had  notice,  that  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Afgans 
were  marching  from  Herat  to  the  relief  of  the 
Governor  :  Nader  immediately  advanced  to 
meet  them,  and  encamped  towards  evening 
in  a  plain  called  Abadcaf 1  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  his  Intention,  to  come  to  a  decihve  battle 
with  thefe  dauntlefs  favages,  who  had  been 
trained  to  war  by  a  long  eourfe  of  rapine  and 
havock ;  he  meaned  only  to  harrafs  them  by 
flight  fkirmiihes,  and  to  enure  the  Perfians  by 
degrees  to  confront  a  nation,  which  they  had 
been  ufed  to  confider  as  fomething  more  than 
human.  Agreeably  to  this  defign,  he  placed  his 
forces  behind  ftrong  intrenchments,  and  never 
afted  offenfively  till  he  difcovered  fome  favorable 
opening,  but  on  the  moment  that  he  perceived 
any  weaknefs  in  the  enemy,  he  fallied  out  at  the 
head  of  a  light-armed  troop,  which  conftantly 
gained  feme  advantage,  and  returned  to  their 
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72 companions?  wondering  at  their  cwn  fuccefs*  In 

^j,  this  manner  he  contrived  to  exercife  his  whole 
army  by  turns,  and,  having  kept  the  Afgans 
in  play  for  four  days,  he  made"  a  general  at¬ 
tack  :  the  fhock  was  violent ;  and  "they,  who 
were  too  much  exhaufted  to  refill  it,  fled  in 
confufion  to  Herat,  whence  they  came.  Nader 
referved  the  reduction  of  that  City  for  feme 
future  occafion,  and,  thinking  it  imprudent  to 
purfue  the  Afgans  too  far,  returned  to  Mefhed, 
where  the  vat  tie  of  Abadcaf  greatly  mcreafed  his 
glory. 

ciomeitick  foes  were  more  obftinate,  more 
infidious,  and  more  dangerous :  in  the  held  he 
oppofed  valour  to  valour  $  in  the  palace  he  was 
obliged  to  contend  with  envy,  folly,  and  ma¬ 
levolence.  the  Sultan  and  his  minifters  were 
perpetually  foliating  him  to  undertake  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Iff  ah  an?  and  to  inarch  diredUy  againft 
that  city :  it  was  vain  for  him  to  a  Hedge,  that 
there  were  fill  many  defperate  enemies  in  the 
iiiidil:  of  Ivhorafan,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Herat  were  hill  very  refraftory,  and  that  it  was 
too  early  for  fo  diflant  an  expedition.  They 
afiectea  to  confider  thefe  prudent  remonftrances 
as  a  leruiai  to  comply  with  the  Emperor’s  re- 
queft  ;  they  even  intimated,  that  his  unwilling- 
neas  to  in  veil  Ifpahan  proceeded  from  feme  dlfloyal 
intention ,  and  fpread  a  report  through  the  pro- 
vince,  that  Nader  was  f  ripped  of  all  his  honors , 
Gpd^  had  no  longer  a  jhare  m  the  government .  This 
dinenfion  went  fo  tar,  that  a  civil  war  feemed 
ready  to  break  out :  the  Sultan  left  Mellied  a 
fee oad  time,  together  with  his  courtiers,  and, 
taking  the  road  of  Mazenderan,  aflaulted  and 
lazed  a  caftle  belonging  to  a  tribe  of  Nader’s 

firm  eft 
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'firm eft  adherents.  The  General  was  foori  in-  a.d.  1728. 
formed  of  their  motions  and  advanced  in  hafte  Nad,fA 
to  tile  caftle,  where  lie  deftred  an  explanation 
of  this  proceeding  5  but  they  ordered  the  gates 
to  be  fhiit  and  refafed  to  admit  him.  He 
made'  immediate  preparations  for  a  liege,  and 
Ms  artillery  had  actually  begun  to  play,  when 
the  Emperor  came  in  perfcn  to  Nader,  and,  in 
an  abject  manner,  made  an  apology  for  the  behavi¬ 
our  of  his  miniflers  ;  Nader  affected  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  fincerily,  and  returned  with  him 
to  Meftied,  but  prevented  his  having  any  fur¬ 
ther  intercourfe  with  the  confederates,  Vho  were 
obliged  to  lie  concealed,  till  the  ftorin  was  in 
fume  meafure  abated. 

It  may  be  thought  ftrange,  that  Nader,  who 
had  a  powerful  army  at  his  difpofal,  and  had 
been  fo  ill  rewarded  for  his  fervice,  did  not  at 
this  time  airtime  the  name  of  Emperor ,  or  at 
leaft  of  Protector.^  to  which  kft  he  was  juftly 
entitled  :  he  could  not  be  weak  enough  to  re- 
fpeft  an  obftinate  idiot,  becaufe  the  accident  of 
a  royal  birth  had  placed  him  upon  a  throne, 
which  he  difgraced :  but  lie  defpifed  his  weak- 
nefs  ;  and  he  knew  how  little  the  vain  name  of 
King  could  add  to  his  power,  which  was  already 
as  great  as  he  could  defire.  He  acted,  indeed, 
as  Sovereign  upon  every  occaiion,  and  about 
this  time  fent  an  ambaflador  in  his  own  name 
to  the  court  of  Raffia,  demanding  in  high  terms 
the  reftitution  of  Ghilan ,  a  province  famed  for 
its  rich  filk,  which  Peter  I,  who  was  deiirous  of 
ensmoffina;  the  dominion  of  the  Cafpian  lake, 
had  wrefted  from  Tahmafp  m  the  year  1725; 
when  he  penetrated  into  Perfia,  on  a  pretence 
of  fupporting  the  Sultan  Huffein  againft  Mah¬ 
mud, 
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jf.DiijzZ.  mud^  who  had  juft  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
Ispahan. 

a.d.ijzc).  on  the  tenth  of  March  was  celebrated  the 
i\ad.  42,  feftival  called  Nuruz ,  in  which  the  ancient 
Periians  ufed  to  folemnize  the  Sun's  entrance  into 
the  Ram ,  and  the  return  of  the  vernal  feafon. 
The  General  entertained  the  populace  with 
fumptuous  fhows,  gave  fplendid  fcafts  to  the 
Nobles,  and  chief  men  of  his  army,  and  dif- 
tributed  among  his  foldiers  the  prizes,  that  he 
had  won  in  his  late  expeditions  :  in  thefe  lar- 
geftes  he  wifely  proportioned  the  value  of  his 
gifts  to  the  degree  of  courage,  which  he  had 
obferved  in  his  men ;  a  noble  example  of  at¬ 
tention  in  a  General,  which  fhould  be  followed 
by  all  great  commanders,  as,  by  exciting  a 
warm  emulation  in  an  army,  it  might  raife 
their  troops  to  the  glory  of  the  old ,  Spartan  and 
Roman  legions . 

Nader  now  prepared  for  his  expedition  againfi 
Herat ,  and,  leaving  Mefhed  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  April,  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Jam,  a  fmall 
town,  famous  for  being  the  birth-place  of  Nour- 
eddin ,  thence  called  Jdmi ,  a  moft  fpirited  and 
lively  poet,  who  ftourilhed,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  with  a  great  reputation  for 
wit  and  genius. 

r 

Herat ,  the  Aria  of  Ptolemy,  is  a  city  of 
Khorafan,  frequently  mentioned  in  the  hiftories 
of  the  Eaft :  it  is  pleafantly  iituated,  and  was 
remarkable  for  the  delightfulnefs  of  the  gar¬ 
dens  which  furrounded  it,  before  it  was  laid 
wafte  by  the  violence  of  war  ;  it  had  been 
plundered  by  the  two  greateft  warriors  of 
2  Alla-, 
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Alia,  Qenghiz  and  Thmir ,  and  was  now  refervcd  A  Dn  jig, 


tori  an  s  of  Herat  mention  this  circumftance,  as 
feme  alleviation  to  the  miferies  which  they  have 
fathered,  as  if  the  fplendid  name  of  an  oppreffot* 
could  give  any  cafe  to  the  opprefied.  In  the 
year  1722,  fo  fatal  to  the  Sultan  Huifeiii,  there 
wTas  a  violent  infiirreflion  in  this  city  ;  the  in¬ 
habitants  perfifted  for  five  years  in  dppofing  the 
power  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  elected  an  Af- 
gan  governor  named  Allay ar .  In  a  few  days 
Nader  reached  the  city,  but  had  been  forced  to 
open  his  way  to  it,  by  making  a  paflage  through 
the  numerous  forces  of  the  rebels  ;  he  con- 
ftantly  defeated  them  in  all  his- engagements,  in 
which  he  behaved  with  a  perfonal  valour,  that 
ft  ruck  an  awe  into  his  whole  army,  who  began 
to  look  upon  him  as  fomething  above  a  mortal : 

'  lie  ufually  charged  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  and 
carried  a  general  terrour  wherever  he  moved  \ 
yet  in  all  his  battles,  he  received  only  a  flight 
wound  in  his  foot  from  the  point  of  a  javelin. 

Allayar,  who  expefied  a  fpeedy  fupply  from 
the  governor  of  Ferah ,  contrived  to  gain  time 
by  propofing  terms  of  agreement  on  one  day, 
and  retracting  them  on  the  next ;  in  the  mean 
while  Nader  had  invefted  the  City,  and  was 
making  preparations  for  a  regular  fiege  :  the 
commander  of  Ferah  had,  indeed,  fent  a  body 
of  men  with  ammunition  and  artillery  to  Ah 
layar  ;  but  they  were  intercepted  by  the  Per- 
fians,  their  military  floras  taken,  and  themfelves 
forced  to  fly  with  precipitation  ;  which  when 
Allayar  difeovered,  he  came  with  his  chiefs  and 
all  the  magiilrates  of  the  city,  to  the  tent  of 
the  General,  making'  the  moil  folemn  vows  of 
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tf.D.ijzy.  fabje£tion  and  obedience :  Nader  accepted  his 
offers,  and  fathered  him,  rather  imprudently, 
to  continue  in  his  government ;  after  which  he 
returned  towards  Meflied,  and  entered  it  in 
triumph  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  June.  On 
Iiis  return  he  found  the  fame  weaknefs  in  the 
Sultan,  and  the  fame  malignity  in  his  courtiers  ; 
but  he  appeafed  them  in  fame  meafure  by  a 
promife,  which  he  made ,  of  advancing  in  a  few 
months  againfi  Ifpahan ;  where  Afhraf. \  a  coufin 
of  the  tyrant  Mahmud,  then  reigned  with  all 
the  infolence  of  an  Ufarper, 
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SECTION  II. 


The  rJO-ar  againft  the  Afgajis*. 


__  D  E  R  was  forming  a  plan  of  ope-  A.D.tjr9* 
rations  againft  the  Afgans ,  and  doubt- 


ing  what  courfe  to  purfue,  when  the  impru¬ 
dence  of  Afhraf \  who  had  fucceeded  to  Mali« 
mud  in  the  abfolute  government  of  Ifpahan, 
brought  his  defigns  at  once  to  maturity ;  for 
the  ufurper,  hearing  of  Nader’s  expedition 
againft  Herat,  imagined  that  he  had  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  in  his  abfence  to  plunder  Khorafan  | 
on  the  borders  of  which  he  arrived  071  the  thirtieth 
of  July.  The  Perlian  general,  having  notice  of 
his  arrival,  ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  in  readft 
nefs,  and  his  beft  artillery  to  be  brought  into 
the  field  ;  but  he  was  not  able  to  leave  Meftiect 
till  the  beginning  of  September ,  at  which  time  he 
advanced  with  great  rapidity,  and  reached  a 
fortrefs,  which  an  officer  of  Afliraf  was  befteg- 
ing.  The  Afgan  raifed  the  fiege  at  his  approach* 
and  retreated  precipitately  to  a  plain  called 
Mehmandoft*,  whither  he  was  followed  by 
Afliraf,  who  encamped  on  the  banks  of  a  fmall 
river. 

t 

On  the  twentieth,  Nader  appeared  before 
them  in  order  of  battle ;  he  drew  the  flower  of 


*  I  n  Per  fun.  Aw  a  A  gj  ^6^  or  TC  Friend  of  Gnefts* 
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h!s  army  into  a  compact  phalanx,  ordering  them 
to  keep  their  ground  in  a  moil  profound  filence, 
that  they  might  hear  his  orders  to  a  moment : 
his  voice,  as  a  man ,  who  heard  it  at  the  fiege 
of  Bagdad ,  informed  one  of  my  friends ,  ^  was 
uncommonly  clear  and  ftrong.  The  Afgans 
were  marching  towards  him  with  great  hafte, 
but  with  more  fpirit  than  regularity  ;  they  then 
unfolded  their  front  to  right  and  lelt,  and  foimed 
three  divisions,  in  hopes  oi  enclofing  his  troops, 
and  attacking  them  in  flank.  Nader  perceived 
their  cleligm  and,  in  order  to  fruftrate  it,  covered 
the  Tides  of  his  phalanx  with  his  artillery. 
Afliraf  ruilied  onward,  hoping  to  ftrike  a  pa- 
nick  into  the  Perfians,  and  miftakmg,  perhaps, 
their  wonderful  compofure  and  folemn  filence 
for  a  want  of  reiolution  to  attack  him  ;  nis 
army  were  juft  within  mufketThot  ox  the  enemy, 
when  Nader  gave  the  word,  and  the  Perfians 
fired  with  great  fteadinefs,  marching  at  the  fame 
time  with incredible  order.  Aihraf,  little  ex¬ 
pecting  to  meet  with  inch  a  check,  was  alarmed 
and  difconcerted  ;  his  troops  were  thrown  into 
diforder  ;  his  ftandard-bearer  was  killed  by  his 
fide $  the  Perfian  phalanx  ftill  advanced  like  a 
column  of  fire,  (hiking  down  whole  lines 
at  every  difeharge  *,  and  at  length  the  ufurper 
fled  with  the  few  Afgans  that  remaineo,  and 
took  the  road  of  Ifpahan.  The  General  would 
not  fuffer  his  men  to  purfue  the  Afgans,  but 
promifed  to  indulge  their  eagernefs  on  the  firft  oc - 
cafion ,  and  returned  to  his  camp  in  the  fame 
order,  without  any  unmeaning  clamours  or 
jnarks  of  inconfiderate  joy. 

After  this  victory,  Nader  fent  an  ambailador 

to  the  Turkifti  court,  infifting  upon  the  reftitu- 

tion 
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lion  of  Azarbigian 
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. .  _ . _  Media,  and  giving  plain 

hints,  that  he  fhould  foon  be  able  to  feize  it  by 
force,  if  they  paid,  no  attention  to  his  juft  de¬ 
mand. 


A  violent  enmity  had  ever  fubfifted  between 
the  Perfians  and  Turks,  which,  indeed,  could 
hardly  be  avoided  between  two  nations,  wdio 
were  always  difputing,  either  about  their  fron¬ 
tiers,  or  on  fome  point  of  religion  ;  and  each 
of  whom,  as  it  generally  happens,  was  jealous 
of  the  other’s  glory.  Othman ,  from  whom  the 
Turkifh  Emperors  take  their  name,  was  very 
formidable  to  the  princes  of  Perfia  at  the  clofe 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  Alaeddhi ,  fo- 
vereign  of  Lycaonia ,  was  forced  to  fecure  his 
alliance,  by  giving  him  the  rank  of  his  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  and  inciting  him  againft  the 
Greeks  :  his  defendants  enlarged  their  Em¬ 
pire ;  and  their  hatred  to  the  Perfians  was  in- 
creafed,  when  a  party,  who  afferted  the  right 
of  Ali  to  the  Califate,  oppofed  them  in  every 
part  of  Alia,  and  thwarted  all  their  de~ 
figns.  When  the  feet  of  the  Alleles  v7as  intro¬ 
duced  among,  the  Perfians  by  the  family  of 
Sefj  the  Turks  affected  to  treat  them  as  a  de- 
teflable  faction ,  which  the  name  of  Shiahs  im¬ 
plies,  and  the  Mufti  never  failed,  when  the 
Porte  was  inclined  to  declare  war  againft 
them,  to  affert,  that  it  would  he  a  merit  in  the 
army  of  the  Faithful ,  to  fjed  the  blood  of  fuch 
impious  Her eticks  :  but  they  rejoiced  at  the  fchifm 
which  they  pretended  to  deteft  :  while  the  Per- 
ftans  continued  to  acknowledge  the  fuccefllon 
of  Omar,  they  had  a  right,  and  were  bound, 
indeed,  by  their  religion,  to  make  a  yearly 
vifit  to  Mecca  *  fo  that,  under  the  pretence  of 
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J  D'tj? 9  a  pilgrimage,  they  might  lead  a  numerous 
Nad.  4-2-  army  through,  the  heart  of  the  Turkifh  em- 
^  pire  ;  but  Ifmail  imagined,  that,  by  transferring 
the  feene  of  this  religious  ceremony  from  Ara¬ 
bia,  to  the  tomb  of  All  in  his  own  dominions ,  he 
fhould  caufe  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to 
be  circulated  every  year  in  his  kingdom,  inftead 
of  being  carried  to  that  of  his  natural  enemy., 

Selim  I.  an  active  and  enterpriftng  monarch, 
made  this  Iierefy  of  Ifmail,  a  pretext  for  in¬ 
vading  Perfta,  and  pufhed  his  conqueft  with 
great  rapidity :  his  fon,  the  warlike  but  unfor¬ 
tunate  Soliman  II.  was  equally  fuecefsful  in  Ins 
expeditions  againft  the  Sultan  Tahmafp  L.  who 
had  fir  it  protected,  and  afterwards  betrayed,  the 
Prince  Bayazid ,  Son  of  Soliman  by  the  Ruffian 
captive,  Roxolana  :  His  fucceffors  engaged  in 
many  bloody  wars  with  the  race  of  Seft,  and  the 
city  of  Bagdad  had  been  a  fubjeft  of  perpetual 
contention  between  them,  from  the  fixteenth 
century  to  the  middle  of  the  prefent. 

In  the  year  1703  Ahmed  III.  the  twenty- 
third  Emperor  of  the  Turks,  was  placed  on  the 
throne  in  the  room  of  his  brother  Muflafa,  who 
Jo  l  his  diadem  by  preferring  the  decifions  of 
the  Mufti  to  the  good  will  of  his  generals :  he 
was  clepofed  with  the  Alcoran  in  his  hand,  and 
confined  till  his  death  in  the  feraglio.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  fe uilbly  reflecting  that  the  authors  of  one 
revolution  would  have  the  power  to  caufe  ano¬ 
ther,  gave  private  orders  for  the  chief  officers 


*  tn  Arabick  or  ’The  moft  nvortby  of  praifo.  ; 

the  letter  a  marks  the  fupsrlatiye  degree  in  that,  language. 
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of  the  janiffaries  to  be  feized  one  by  one,  and  A.D.i7*$t 
thrown  by  night  into  the  lea;  but  he  left  his  Nad-4Z* 
work  unfinilhed  :  if,  like  Peter  I.  he  had  en¬ 
tirely  broken  that  formidable  militia,  he  might 
have  avoided  the  terrible  event  which  happened 
twenty-feven  years  afterwards,  in  confequence 
of  Nader’s  victories. 


When  Perfia  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  ra» 
vages  of  Mahmud,  and  the  Czar  was  fecuring 
to  himfelf  three  of  its  fineft  provinces,  Ahmed, 
eager  to  fhare  the  ruins  of  his  rival’s  empire, 
feized  the  rich  province  of  Azarbigian  ;  and,  as 
he  had  an  immoderate  love  of  riches,  divided  it 
into  diftridts,  and  fold  them,  as  military  fiefs, 
to  his  janiffaries,  who  were  determined  to  keep 
them,  and  heard  with  difdain  the  demand  of  the 
new  Perfian  General. 

Nader  in  the  mean  time  was  purfuing 
Afhraf,  and  obferving  all  his  motions  :  in  one 
of  his  excurfions  he  difcovered  a  body  of 
Afgans,  who  were  encamped  in  a  very  ad¬ 
vantageous  fituation.  It  was  a  narrow  pafs, 
called  Serdekhar ,  between  two  mountains,  upon 
which  the  Afgans  had  planted  their  artillery  : 
in  a  place  like  this,  before  the  invention  of  fire¬ 
arms,  a  fmail  number  of  refolute  men  might 
have  flopped  an  whole  army :  but  the  Perfians 
attacked  the  enemy  with  luch  vigour,  that  they 
left  their  poll,  and  lied  to  Afhraf ;  who,  grown 
more  cautious  fince  his  defeat,  retreated  with 
all  his  forces  to  Ifpahan,  where  he  majfacred  mojl 
cf  the  inhabitants  in  cold  bloody  and,  among  them, 
a  number  of  learned  men,  who  had  retired  from 
the  world,  and  hoped  to  clofe  their  days  in  a 
fludious  tranquillity, 

C  4  Hf 
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^  He  foon,  however,  recovered  his  fpirits,  and* * 
it  ^ving  railed  a  numerous  army,  advanced  to  a 
plain  called  Moycb'e  khortf.  It  was  late  in  the 
evening,  on  the  twelfth  of  November,  when 
Nader  came  in  fight  of- the 'enemy,  and,  reiolv- 
ing  to  lole  no  time,  while  the  Afgans  retained 
an  impreffion  of  his  valour,  he  ordered  a  body 
of  , Curds  to  attack  their  advanced  guard :  they 
•fought  with  great  refolution  ;  flew  about  four 
hundred  of  the  rebels,  and  returned  at  night 
with  feveral  prifoners,  who  gave  notice  that  a 
Turkijh  general,  governor  of  Ramadan^  had  joined 
Afliraf  with  a  formidable  army.  This  piece  of 
intelligence  was  very  unexpended,  and  the  Turks 
feern  to  have  violated  the  law  of  nations,  in 
taking  the  field  without  ‘a  formal  declaration  of 
war  ;  or  without  giving >any-anfwer  to  the  Per- 
nan  ambaffador  :  the  circumffance  was  the  more 
alarming  to  Nader  at  this  juncture,  as  he  was  by 
no  .means  prepared  to  engage' with  fo  powerful 
an  enemy  ;  he  retired,  therefore,  to  his  tent,  and 
fafjed  the  night  without  jig ep  in  a  great  agitation  of 
mind,.  At  break  of  day  he  advanced  towards  the 
Afgans,  who,  together  with  the  Turks,  were 
encamped  on  an  eminence  :  wheii  he  had 
aim  oil  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  he  turned 
alide,  and  pretended  to  bend  his  coxirfe  towards 
If  pah  an,  hoping  by  this  motion  to  draw  Afliraf 
irom  his  intrenchments ;  but  the  ufurper,  hav¬ 
ing  acquired  fome  degree  of  prudence  from  the 
battle  of  Mehmandojl ,  remained  firm  in  his  Ra¬ 
tion.  Nader  continued  his  feigned  march,  and 
retiring  at  a  proper  -diflance,  difeovered  a  part 
of  the  enemy’s  ckmp  which  feemed  to  be 

1  1  "  ^  ■■  s  ■  ■  ■  ■  -  ■  - ■  ■  .i  !!»■■  * 
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very  ill  defended :  he  inftantly  lent  a  refolote  A,p. 
officer  with  the  artillery  to  attack  it,  while  him-  ^ad 
felf,  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  prepared  to 
receive  the  Afgans,  if  they  fhotild  be  forced,  as 
'he  expected,  to  give  him  battle.  His  project 
fucceeded  *,  his  officer  made  a  vigorous  affault, 
drove  the  enemy  into  the  plain,  and,  having 
feized  their  cannon,  continued  to  harrafs  them  in 
the  rear,  while  Nader  met  them  in  front  with 
equal  alacrity.  A  general  action  enfued,  which 
lafted  for  feveral  hours  ;  and  this,  indeed,  was 
the  firft  decifive  battle,  in  which  Nader  had 
been  engaged  :  he  was  fighting  againft  two 
great  armies,  and  mult  either,  by  gaining  the 
field,  recover  Ifpahan  from  the  rebels,  or,  by 
lofing  it,  muft  abandon  all  his  pro] efts,  and  be 
reduced  to  nothing  : 

- no  vulgar  prize  they  play. 

No  vulgar  viftim  muft  reward  the  day. 

Such  as  in  races  crown  the  fpeedy  ftrife ; 

The  prize  contended  was  great  Hedod s  life 

At  noon  the  Turks  began  to  give  way  ;  which 
Nader*  who  loft  no  advantage  that  offered  it  felf 
immediately  obferved,  and  pulhed  his  troops 
againft  them  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  had  re- 
courfe  to  flight,  and  were  foon  followed  by  their 
allies  :  a  great  number  of  Afgans  and  Turks  were 
made  prifoners  ;  the  former  of  whom,  as  rebels, 
were  referred  for  a  publick  execution  at  Ifpahan, 
but  the  latter  were  treated  with  lenity,  and  fent 
back  to  their  quarters  at  Ramadan . 


*  Pope's  Iliad.  Book  XXII,  207* 
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Ajhrafi  breathing  nothing  but  fury  and  re* 
venge,  returned  to  Ifpahaii  with  bkternefs  in 
his-  heart :  he  there  called  together  his  few  ad- 
herents,  and  fled  in  the  evening  towards  Shiraz. 

J  o 

The  Perfians,.  who  dwelled  in  the  dill  rifts  near 
Ifpahan,  crouded  into  the  city,  which  was 
ffcripped  of  inhabitants,  but  full  of  treafures, 
the  collected  plunder  of  many  years,  -which  the 
rebels  had  not  time  to  carry  with  them  :  thefe 
opprefled  natives  had  now  a  kind  of  new  life 
infix  fed  into  them,  by  the  departure  of  their 
opprefiors,  and  immediately  fent  intelligence  to 
header  of  Afhraf  7s  flight ;  upon  which  he  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Ifpahan,  and  entered  it  in  triumph. 
He  foon  after  fent  the  Sultan  an  account  of  his 
victory,  and  invited  him  to  fit  on  the  throne 
of  his  anceflors  in  the  metropolis  of  their  Em- 
pre. 

Tahmafp  came  with  all  pofllble  hafle,  and 
reached  the  city  on  the  twentieth  of  December . 
Ifpahan  foon  recovered  its  ancient  fplendour  :  it 
was  decorated  on  all  tides  with  a  profufion  of 
ornaments,  and  forty  days  were  fpent  in  plea- 
fures  and  entertainments  ;  but  the  perfon,  who 
feerhed  the  leafl:  pleafed  in  the  whole  metropolis, 
and  who  had  reafon  to  be  the  moil  fo,  was 
the  Sultan  himfelf :  he  often  heard  Nader  talking 
of  his  deftgn  to  return  into  Khorafan ,  and,  con- 
feious  of  his  own  weaknefs,  he  forefaw  that  he 
Hi  Quid  be  expofed  to  his  enemies  without  the 
continued  fupport  of  his  deliverer.  In  a  full 
council,  therefore,  of  the  Nobles  and  Generals, 
lie  renewed  his  infhmces,  and  entreated  Nader 
to  flay  at  Ifpahan  till  he  was  firmly  feated  on 
the  throne.  All  the  officers  declared,  that  his 
Majejiy  ought  to  be  contented  with  the  great  ad - 
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*v  ant  ages ,  which  Nader  had  already  procured  him ,  A.D.ijz g. 
without  oppofing  his  reasonable  defigns  ;  they  added, 

//W  Ah  Majejly  ought  to  raife  an  army  of  Perfians, 
difmifs  the  Khorafanians,  who  had  ferved  him 
fo  faithfully  ;  for  that,  if  his  minifters  were  refolded 
to  thwart  their  General  Nader  in  all  his  projects, 
they  could  not  be  refponfible  for  any  calamity  that 
might  enfue .  The  Sultan  was  fo  provoked  with 
thefe  remonftrances,  that  he  tore  from  his  head 
a  little  coronet ,  which  he  ufually  wore,  and  threw 
it  upon  the  ground .  Nader,  in  order  to  pacify 
him,  was  obliged  to  promife,  that  he  would  be 
at  hand  to  affift  him  at  any  warning,  and  that 
cc  he  would  not  return  to  Meilied,  till  he  had 
wholly  extirpated  the  race  of  the  Afgans ,  and 
driven  the  Turks  from  the  weftern  borders  of 
<c  Perfia.” 

It  would,  indeed,  have  been  dangerous  for 
the  Sultan,  to  have  been  left  at  this  jun&ure. 

Afhraf  was  collecting  Jlrength  in  Shiraz ,  and  had 
affembled  a  number  of  barbarous  tribes,  refolving 
to  make  a  lafl  and  defperate  attempt.  Nader 
was  foon  apprifed  of  his  motions,  and  met  him 
at  a  place,  called  Zercan ,  where  he  cut  moft  of 
his  troops  to  pieces,  and  forced  him,  with  his 
general  Seidaf  to  fly  towards  Candahar .  His 
approach  was  foon  learned  by  Hujfein ,  Prince  of 
that  country,  whofe  brother  Mahmud  had  been 
murdered  by  Afhraf :  the  Prince,  therefore,  put 
him  to  death,  juftifying  his  act  by  the  law  of 
retaliation,  but  received  Seidal  into  his  City, 
and  gave  him  the  command  of  his  troops .  Afhraf 
ieems  to  have  been  a  perfect  barbarian,  furious, 
bloody,  and  implacable  ;  his  life  had  been  a 
a  conflant  feries  of  affailinations  and  maffacres, 
and,  in  his  laft  moments,  he  oi'dered  his  women. 

to 
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to  be  ftrangled,  left  they  fhould  fall  into  the 
hands  of  liis  enemies. 

After  the  battle  of  Zercan ,  Nader  gave  a  re¬ 
markable  proof  of  his  penetration,  and  thowed 
Ms  Toll  in  feeing  through  the  hearts  of  men.  Among 
the*  Afgan  pnfoners ,  whom  he  intended  to  put  to 
death  at  If  pah  an,  he  obfer-ved  one  Melazafran , 
on  wliofe  countenance  he  raw  the  maiks  of  fury 
and  defpair  fo  ftrongly  ifn  printed,  that  he  pri¬ 
vately  told  his  officers  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
upon  him,  if  they  hoped  to  carry  him  alive  : 
but  they  were  negligent  of  this  order  ;  and,  as 
they  were  palling  over  a  bridge,  their  captive 
Melazafran  leaped  fiddenly  into  the  river ,  and  was 
drowned . 

-  As  foon  as  Nader  heard  the  fate  of  Aihraf, 
he  advanced  to  Shiraz ,  where  heidiftributed  the 
vail  riches  of  the  A  brans  amonwhis  officers  and 

cj?  O  \ 

ioidiers,  proportioning  his  rewards  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  of  valour,  which  he  had  obferved 
in  them. 


SHIRAZ  is  a  city  of  Perfa  properly  fo 
called  :  it  was  the  birth-place  of  many  illuitrious 
men,  among  whom  were  the  poets  Hafez  and 
Sadi ,  of  wliofe  works  there  are  many  fine  copies 
in  our  piiblick  libraries.  There  is  a  beautiful  ode 
of  Hafez  in  honour  of  his  native  city,  which 
begins  with  thefe  lines  :  ct  Hail,  Shiraz,  delight- 
£  fully  fit  mated  i  May  heaven  preferve  her  from 
ruin  !  May  the  Almighty  defend  our  flream 
of  *  Roc  nab  ad !  for  its  waters  fupply  us  with 

“  length 
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*  Rw.n&bad  was  the  name  of  a  very  clear  rivulet,  which 
flowed  by  a  chapel,  called  Mojella ,  near  Shiraz,  where  the 
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length  of  days *  *.  The  gale,  fcented  with  A. I).  1730. 
ambergris,  breathes  between  Jdferabad  and  ^ad‘ 

Mo  fell  a.  Come  to  Shiraz ,  and  aik  a  profufion 
of  the  facred  fpirit  from  its  inhabitants,  who 
are  perfectly  virtuous.  How  fliould  the  fugar 
of  Egypt  be  brought  to  Shiraz,  without  being 
fury  ailed  by  the  fweetncfs  of  our  fair  dam- 

felsV’ 


The  Perfians  have  fo  high  a  veneration  for 
the  memory  of  this  poet,  that  they  give  him 
the  title  of  Divine  ;  and  have  a  cuftom  ok  open¬ 
ing  his  book  of  Odes ,  upon  every  remarkable 
occafion,  as  our  old  fcholars  ufed  to  open  Virgil , 
in  order  to  gather  fome  omen  from  the  firfi 
lines,  which  prefent  themfelves. 

When  Nader  and  Ids  officers  were  palling  by 
the  tomb  of  Hafez,  near  Shiraz,  one  of  the 
company  opened  a  collection  of  his  poems,  and, 
either  by  accident  or  by  cleiign,  firft  calf  their 
eyes  upon  the  following  Ode ,  which  they,  applied 
with  one  voice  to  the  Conqueror  :  44  It  is  but 
66  juft  that  thou  fhouldft  receive  a  tribute  from 
cs  all  fair  youths,  fince  thou  art  the  Sove-  • 
44  reign  of  all  the  Beauties  in  the  univerfe  : 
64  thy  two  piercing  eyes  have  thrown  Khala 
44  and  Khoten  into  confufion  ;  India  and  China 
44  pay  homage  to  thy  curled  ucks  .  thy  graceful. 


poets  and  philofophers  of  that*  city  ufed  to  fit  and  compote 
their  works,  and  which  is  no  lets  celebrated  by  their  writers 
than  the  IkJjus  and  Cephifus  of  the  Athenians. 

*  Literally  the  life  of  Khcxr :  this  Kero  or  Sage  is  faid,  in 
the  Perfian  romances,  to  have  gained  immortality  by  drink¬ 
ing  ( Abi  heiat )  the  fountain  of  life.  See  MENINSKX  in 
she  word  ^j\ 

'  _  44  momfy* 
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“  mouth  gave  the  ftreams  of  life  to  Khezr  )  thy. 
“  fugared  lip  renders  the  fweet  reeds  of  Egypt 
66  contemptible 


At  the  feftival  of  Nuruz ,  a  nobleman  of  high 
rank  was  fent  by  the  Sultan  to  "Nader ,  with  a 
congratulatory  letter  upon  his  freih  victories,  in 
which  he  made  him  a  grant  of  four  provinces, 
Khorafan ,  Mazenderan ,  Carman ,  and  Seiji  an ,  re- 
quelling  him  to  accept  the  title  of  Sultan,  and 
to  wear  a  diadem  fet  with  jewels,  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  fame  time.  The  fame  nobleman 
brought  a  number  of  rich  mantles,  which 
he  prefented,  in  the  AJiatick  manner,  to  Nader’s 
officers  ;  and  he  was  attended  by  Abu’ l  Cajfem ,  a 
man  of  the  Law,  who  had  orders  to  frofofe  a 
marriage  between  Rizakuli,  Nader’s  fon ,  and  a 
younger  daughter  of  the  late  Shah  Huffein.  The 
General  accepted  moll  of  thefe  honours,  but 
declined  bearing  any  title,  which  might  only 
raife  envy,  without  bringing  any  folid  advan- 


*  In  the  fame  manner,  before  his  expedition  againft 
Twins ,  his  friends  confulted  the  poems  of  Hafez,  and,  upon 
opening  the  volume,  found  the  following  couplet  :  “  G 
**  Hafez ,  thou  haft  taken  Irak  and  Pars  with  thy  fweet 
poetry ;  come,  for  it  is  now  the  turn  of  Baglai  and 
“  TaurisA  This  is  the  laft  couplet  of  the  Ode,  which  be- 
gins. 


UAwvisr®  dS* 
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Although  the  wine  infpires  us  with  joy ,  and  the  gale  /cutters  rofes 
around  us ,  yet  drink  m  more  to  the  fomd  of  the  lute,  for  the  Cenfor 

is  extremely  fevers* 
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tage :  however,  that  he  might  pay  his  troops 
with  a  princely  liberality,  he  ordered  money  to  43^ 
coined  in  his  name  in  the  province  of  Khorafan ; 
by  which  act  he  virtually  affumed  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  Empire.  It  was  at  this  time, 
if  ever,  that  he  took  the  name  Tahmafp  Kuli ,  or. 

Servant  of  ‘Tahmafp ,  together  with  the  title  of 
Khan  or  lord ;  though  it  is  by  no  means  certain, 
that  he  was  at  all  known  bv  that  name,  which 
is  not  once  given  to  him  by  his  F-erfmn  hiftorian: 
his  favourite  general,  indeed,  was  named  TaK 
mafp  Kuli  Khan ,  and  our  merchants  in  Alia,  who- 
were,  perhaps,  unacquainted  with  the  true  ftate 
of  affairs,  might  eafily  confound  the  titles  of 
thefe  illuftrious  friends. 

.  '  * 

When  all  thefe  ceremonies  were  ended,  Nader 
led  his  army  to  Shujler ,  the  ancient  Sift,  Capital 
of  a  Province  to  which  it  gives  its  name.  Herm¬ 
an  officer,  whom  AJhraf  had  lent  to  ConftmiK -  , 
nople ,  and  who  was  returning  with  an  anlwnr 
from  the  Porte,  threw  him  lei  f  before  the  feet 
of  Nader,  and  gave  him  the  letter  of  Sultam 
Ahmed  to  the  ufurper,  by  which  he  clearly  diCco- 
vered,  that  a  war  with  the  Turks  could  not  poffiMy ' 
be  avoided.  His  own  ambaffador  alfo  fent  word* 
that  he  could  not  procure  a  direct  anfwer  from  the 
Turkifh  minijlers ,  with  regard  to  the  rejliiuthn  gf 
Azarbigian,  and  that  the  Turks  had  committed  * 
many  open  afts  of  hojlility .  He  foon  found  this 
account  to  be  true ;  and  received  intelligence,, 
that  a  numerous  army,  under  the  command  of 
Of  man  Pajha ,  was  encamped  near  the  city  of 
Ham&dan  :  upon  which  he  advanced,  and  offered 
them  battle ;  but,  after  a  few  difcharges  of  their 
artillery,  Ofman  retreated  towards  the  city, 

2  Governor 


where  being  joined  by  Timur  Pajha 
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o*  Van,  he  returned  at  the  head  of  their  united 
forces,  and  met  the  Perjtans  in  a  plain,  called 
Me  lair  •  There  is  nothing  fo  tedious  in  general 
as  the  descriptions  of  battles,  unlefi  they  dif pi  ay 
fome  Jinking  injlance  of  fagacity ,  or  are  diver  fifed 
with  fome  inter efing  events  ;  but,  where  a  victory 
is  gained  merely  by  fuperiour  force  or  courage, 
which  is  ufualjy  the  cafe  in  unpolifhed  nations, 
it  is  difficult  to  render  fuch  defcriptions  either 
infixucHve  or  entertaining.  In  this  place’  it  will 
be  fuffident  to  fay,  that  Nader  entirely  defeated 
the  two  Bafoa  s,  ieized  their  artillery,  together 
with  an  immenfe  booty,  and  entered  the  city  of. 
Ham  ad  an  without  obflrudion..  The  inhabitants 
received  him  with  a  tumultuous  joy,  and  ten 
thoufand  Perfian  captives ,  whom  the  Turks  had 
kept  in  chains,  regarded  him  as  a  beneficent  , 
power,  fent  for  their  delivery. 


Hama  dan  is  a  city  or  Par  thin ,  firfi:  built,  if 
We  believe  the  Eaftern  writers,  by  Darius ,  who 
made  it  the  feat  of  his  Empire.  Its  fituation  is 
greatly  celebrated  by  the  Perjtans ,  who  fre¬ 
quently  enlarge  upon  '  the  beauty  of  its  walks 
and  gardens,  and  the  clearneis  of  the  rivulets^ 
by  which  they  are  watered. .  There  is  a  valley 
near  the  city,  called  Mawajhdn ,  which  is  de- 
fcribed  by  an  Arabian  poet,  as  one  of  the  mold 
delightful  fpots  in  Afia . 

In  this  agreeable  place  Nader  repofed  for 
feveral  days  ;  and  afterwards  marched  to  Tabriz, 
the  capital  of  Azarbigian ,  which  he  entered 
without  any  confiderable  oppoiition,  as  the  two 
generals.  Of  nan  and  C1  imur ,  had  not  yet  reco¬ 
vered  the  fhock  of  their  late  defeat.  Ele  treated 
the  Turkifh  officers^  who  were  taken  prisoners, 

with 
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tvath  great  refpect  ana  pohtenefs  ;  but  employed 

i  r  r  7  xi  *  ,  •  •  ±1  "  11  Nad.  43-. 

the  captives  oj  a  lower  rank  m  repairing  the  walls 
of  the  city ,  and  lent  the  largeft  cannons  and  mor¬ 
tars,  which  the  Turks  had  left  behind  them,  to 
his  fortrefs  of  Kelat ,  the  deftined  place  of  his 

retirement. 

A  number,  of  fmaller  cities  were  recovered  by 
this  victory  ;  and  the  report  of  Nader’s  {needs 
fpread  a  general  confternation  in  the  very  Capi¬ 
tal  of  the  Turkijh  Empire.  It  muft  feem  ft  range 
at  the  firft  view,  that,  although  the  Turks  bring 
into  the  field  more  numerous  armies,  than  moil: 
other  nations,  yet  they  feldorn  have  gained  any 
confiderabie  advantage  by  the  fuperiority  of 
their  numbers.  The  truth  of  it  is,  an  army, 
like  an  human  body,  may  be  Ms  adive  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  bulk  ;  and  there  is  no  more  reafom, 
why  the  Turk  fiiould  defeat  the  P erf  an  moun¬ 
taineer,  becaufe  he  outnumbers  his  enemies  ten 
to  one,  than,  why  an  elephant  fiiould  over¬ 
power  a  tiger  by  its  fuperiour  fire  noth  and  fize. 

We  may  acid  to  this,  that  the  Turkijh  horfes  are 
in  general  too  large  and  inactive,  and  that  their 
cavalry  bears  no  kind  of  proportion  to  their 
infantry. 

While  Nader  was  purfiling  this  noble  courfe 
in  Ajia,  a  dreadful  revolution  happened  in  the 
metropolis  of  the  Othman  empire.  When  he 
firfi  demanded  the  reftitution  of  Azarbigian  or 
Media  to  the  Perfians,  Ahmed  and  his  Vizir  were 
very  willing  to  reftore  it  ;  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  an  infurredion  of  the  Januaries,  who 
were  juftly  enraged  at  lofing  their  eftates,  and 
infilled  upon  defending  them  with  the  belt;  of 
their  blood.  After  the  defeat  of  Afnraf  and  the 
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a.d. 1 7 30.  taking  of  Hamadan ,  the  Vizir  was  again  on 
the  point  of  concluding  a  peace  with  the  Perfian 
General ;  but  the  Turkijh  feudatories,  incenfed 
at  his  proceeding,  compelled  the  Sultan  to  give 
him  up,  and  put  him  to  a  cruel  death  :  after 
which  they  depofed  Ahmed ,  who  furvived  his 
difgrace  but  a  fhort  time,  and  raifed  bis  nephew 
Mahmud  to  the  throne  of  Gonftantinople. 


Nader  was  now  meditating  the  fege  of  Erivany 
capital  of  Armenia ,  when  he  received  a  very 
alarming  piece  of  news  from  the  province  of 
Kb  or  af an . 


Huffein,  prince  of  Candahar,  very  jufily  fearing , 
that  it  would  be  his  own  turn  to  feel  the  weight  of 
Nader's  army  had  taken  advantage  of  his  diftant 
expedition  againft  the  "Turks,  and  had  fent  an 
army  into  Khorafan ,  under  the  command  of  his 
new  General  SeidaL  The  whole  province  wras 
foon  thrown  into  confuiion  :  the  inhabitants  of 
Herat  and  Ferah  openly  revolted  ;  and  the  Af 
gans  advanced  even  to  the  walls  of  Me  fed.  On 
receiving  this  intelligence,  he  left  Armenia ,  and 
fent  notice  to  his  brother  Zoheireddcula  of  his 
intended  return  to  Khorafan ,  if  riel  ly  enjoining 
him  to  avoid  a  battle  with  the  Af  gaits  :  but  that 
raih  and  ohftinate  prince  neglected  the  order, 
and,  fallying  from  the  city  on  the  twenty- [event Jr 
of  July ,  engaged  the  befiegers,  who  drove  him 
back  after  a  fharp  conflict. 


In  the  mean  time  Nader  was  marching  to¬ 
wards  Khorafan,  and  reached  Cazvin  on  the 
feventeenth  of  Auguft  :  his  very  name  fpread 
terrour  before  him ,  and  compenfated  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  his  brother’s  arms,  by  delivering  Me  fed  from 

a  defpe- 
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a  defperate  liege.  The  Afgans ,  ever  haughty  AD. 
and  infolent,  retired  from  the  city  with  a  mix- 
ture  of  fear  and  indignation  ;  whence  they  re¬ 
treated  flowly  to  Herat ,  pillaging  all  the  diftri&s, 
through  which  they  palled . 

%  f  \ 

Nader  could  not  reach  Melhed  till  Oftober  ; 
where  he  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  year  in 
regulating  the  affairs  of  his  metropolis,  and  in 
reviewing  his  troops.  His  army  was  encamped 
in  a  plain  called  Che  bar  bag ,  or,  the  four  gardens , 
famous  for  containing  the  tomb  of  Ali,  fon  of 
Mu  fa,  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  province :  All  the 
foldiers  panted  with  impatience  for  the  opening 
of  the  campaign ;  and  his  prefence  gave  a  new 
life  to  the  citizens,  who  began  to  refume  in 
peace  their  ufual  occupations,  and  looked  up  to 
him  with  veneration,  as  their  fovereign  and  de¬ 
liverer. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  new  year,  were  fo- AD. 
lemnized  the  nuptials  of  Fathima ,  lifter  of  the 
Shah,  and  the  prince  Rizakuli ,  a  hopeful  youth, 
about  fourteen  years  old.  On  this  occafion,  near 
two  months  were  fpent,  either  in  rejoicing  and 
feafts,  or  in  hunting  in  the  forefts  of  Abiurd. 
There  i‘s  fomething  very  martial  in  the  Afiatick 
manner  of  hunting  :  a  large  traft  of  woodland 
is  enclofed  with  toils  ;  which  are  gradually  con¬ 
tracted,  till  a  great  number  of  wild  beafts  are 
collected  in  a  fmall  circle,  where  the  hunters  kill 
them  with  fpears,  to  the  found  of  trumpets  and 
other  inftruments  of  warlike  mulick. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March ,  Nader  left  Mefhed, 
and  encamped  on  the  fecond  of  April ,  upon 
the  banks  of  a  river,  before  the  walls  of  Herat • 
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A.d.  1731-  At  midnight  a  body  of  Afgans ,  with  Seidal  at - 
their  head,  palled  the  river,  and,  fecured  from 
detedfion  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  appeared 
fuddenly  before  a  cattle,  where  Nader ,  attended 
only  by  eight  guards,  was  giving  orders  to 
his  engineers.  As  foon  as  he  was  apprifed  of 
liis  danger,  he  drew  his  fabre,  and  rulhed  into 
the  midft  of  the  enemies,  where  he  fuftained  a 
very  unequal  fight,  till  his  other  guards  came 
to  his  relief,  who  compelled  Seidal  to  retreat, 
with  the  lofs  of  his  beft  men,  and  to  five  him - 
felf  by  fwimming  over  the  river . 


On  the  next  morning  Nader  inverted  the  city : 
he  was  greatly  impeded  in  his  works  by  the 
frequent  failles  of  the  Afgans ,  but  they  were  fo 
often  repelled,  that  they  determined  at  baft  to 
remain  within  the  walls,  and  to  aft  only  upon 
the  defenftve.  Nader  however,  finding  the  city 
admirably  fortified;  and  having  intelligence  from 
a  prifoner,  that  the  inhabitants  were  diftrefled 
for  provifions,  preferred  the  How,  but  certain, 
effect  of  a  blockade  to  the  danger  of  a  liege, 
and  enclofed  the  city  on  eyery  fide.  In  the 
mean  while,  Zoheireddoula  made  fome  attone- 
inent  for  his  late  difgrace,  by  the  vigour  with 
which  lie  puttied  the  liege  of  Ferdh  :  he  foon 
took  it,  and  put  the  Afgans ,  who  had  defended 
it,  to  the  fword. 

The  blockade  of  Herat  Lifted  till  the  clofe  of 
the  year ;  at  which  time,  Allay ar,  whole  pro- 
villous  were  exhaufted,  began  to  think  of  capi¬ 
tulating  ;  though  his  principal  officer,  Zulfcar , 
a  fierce  and  defperate  barbarian,  had  made  the 
narrifon  take  a  folemn  oath  on  the  Alcoran ,  that 
they  would  rather  die  than  open  the  gates.  It 
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happened,  that,  Allayar ,  in  the  contuiior.  oc -a.d. 
cafioned  by  Nader’ s  approach,  had  left  his  women 
and  children  in  a  neighbouring  fort  refs,  where 
they  had  been  taken  by  the  Perfians  ;  and.,  as 
an  Aliatick  cannot  fupport  the  idea  of  a  difoonour 
offered  to  his  feraglio ,  he  lent  fome  of  his  m  milters, 
to  propofe  terms  of  accommodation,  and  promifed 
to  fur  render  the  city ,  if  his  women  were  reft  ore cL 
Nader  accepted  the  propofal ;  and  invited  tlTe 
meffengers  to  a  feaft  in  his  tent,  which  they  were 
furprifed  to  fee  adorned  with  the  heads  of  three 
hundred  Afgan  chiefs ,  fixed  upon  lances .  In  the 
morning  he  fent  the  women  to  Allayar,  who, 
fhocked  at  the  reception  of  his  mi  miters,  and 
having  obtained  his  principal  end  by  the  return 
of  his  family,  refolved  to  perifli  by  famine,  ra¬ 
ther  than  fubmit  to  the  befiegers,  and  having 
ordered  his  women  to  be  firangled,  that  they 
might  not  furvive  their  lord,  he  prepared  to 
fuftain  the  liege.  The  P  erf  an  General ,  irritated 
by  the  perfidy  of  the  governor,  began  to  bombard 
the  city,  and,  perceiving  a  practicable  breach, 
was  on  the  point  of  giving  orders  for  an  affault, 
when  the  garrifon  opened  the  gates,  and  fur- 
rendered  at  diferetion.  Nader,  who  was  no  lefs 
mild  after  a  victory,  than  violent  before  it, 
treated  the  perfidious  Governor  with  great  hu¬ 
manity,  and  gave  him  a  fettlement  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Multan ,  whither  he  foon  retired  with 
his  dependents,  and  the  miferable  remains  of 
his  family.  The  other  Ajgans  were  tranfplanted 
to  thofe  parts  of  Khorafah ,  which  required  moft 
cultivation  ;  and  the  city  of  Herat  was  filled  with 
a  Perfian  garriibn. 

The  favage  race  of  Afgans ,  who  had  ruined 
the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  were  now  either  de¬ 
ll)  3  ilroyedj, 
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/.jD.1731.  flxoyed,  or  difperfed  in  various  parts  of  the  Em- 
^Nad.  44^,  pjre9  without  a  poflibiiity  of  regaining  their 
ftrength :  thofe  only  remained,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  city  of  Candahar ,  and  the  northern 
parts  of  Indofian,  which  kingdom  was  then  ruled 
by  Mohammed  Shah ,  an  indolent  and  luxurious 
prince,  who  was  wholly  immerfed  in  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  at  that  time  little  thought,  how  foon  a 
victorious  invader  would  difpofe  of  his  immenje 
treafures ,  and  fill  the  Jireets  of  Dehli  with  the 
blood  of  his  fubjehls* 
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SECTION  III. 

The  Turkifh  war. 

THE  Minifters  of  the  Sultan,  who  fought  a. d.  1733- 
every  occafion  to  humiliate  Naderkuli,  per- 
foaded  the  credulous  prince  to  take  advantage 
of  his  abfence  in  Khorafan,  and  to  afliime  the 
command  of  the  Perfian  army  :  they  extolled 
the  valour  of  the  Monarch,  extenuated  the 
merits  of  his  General,  and  preffed  him  to  bear 
a  part ,  at  leak  in  the  glory  of  delivering  Perfia  5 
by  which  fuggeftions  lie  was  at  length  induced  to 
take  the  field,  and  marched  towards  Erivan ,  the 
Capital  of  Armenia.  A  body  of  'larks ,  who  op- 
poled  his  paflage,  were  put  to  flight ;  and  this 
firft  fiiccefs  fo  elated  him,  that  he  fat  down  be¬ 
fore  the  City,  thinking  to  ftrike  a  panick  into 
the  inhabitants  by  the  terrour  of  his  name.  His 
method  of  attack  was  extremely  new  :  he  re» 
mained  near  three  months  on  the  banks  oi  the 
Aras,  in  a  conjiant  courfe  of  diverjions  and  feafts , 
until,  finding  his  provifions  alinoft  fpent,  he  re¬ 
treated  to  Tabriz  ;  where  he  took  a  City  already 
taken,  depofed  the  governor,  whom  Nader  had 
appointed,  and  advanced  in  triumph  to  Suita - 
nia^  with  a  determined  refolution  to  deftroy  all 
the  Turkifh  armies,  who  fhould  dare  to  obftruci 

him,  j  • 

.  .  ‘ 

Whilft  he  was  amufing  himfelf  with  thefe 
fplendid  projects,  he  was  unfortunately  met  by 
an  army  of  Turks  under  the  command  of  Ahmed 
Fafha ,  a  confummate  General,  and  an  admirable 

D  4  ...  Statef- 
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A.D.t 732.  Statefinan;  who,  for  many  years,  had  eluded  the 

Nad.  4.5.  intrigues  of  his  rivals  at  the  Forte ,  and,  having 
preserved  his  government  of  Bagdad  with  un¬ 
common  reputation,  had  outlived  mo  ft  of  the 
Bajhas  of  the  Turkifh  empire.  Tahmafp ,  once 
in  his  life,  acted  wifely  ;  and  attempted  to  de- 
dine  a  battle  ;  but,  finding  himfelf  under  the 
necefilty  of  engaging  with  Ahmed ,  he  gave  the 
chief  command  of  his  army  to  one  of  his  Gene¬ 
rals,  Mohammed  Khan ,  and  referred  the  left  wing 
to  himfelf.  Mohammed  beran  the  fieht  with 

-  o  o 

great  intrepidity  ;  but,  after  a  ihort  engage¬ 
ment,  the  left  wing,  which  the  Sultan  com¬ 
manded,  was  feen  to  give  way  ;  and  the  Turks , 
animated  by  the  example  and  exhortations  of 
Ahmed ,  purfued  their  advantage  10  vigorously, 
that  the  rout  of  the  Ferfians  became  general : 
five  thoufand  of  them  were  Slain  on  the  field, 
and  thofe,  who  could  not  fave  themfelves  by 
Slight,  were  made  prifoners  :  the  Perjian  camp 
was  feized,  with  the  ammunition  and  artillery, 
and  Tahmafp  returned  to  Ijpahan ,  attended  only 
by  a  few  of  his  officers. 


In  a  Short  time  after  this,  Ahmed  retook 
Hamadan  and  Tabriz  ;  fo  that  the  glorious  ac¬ 
tions  of  Nader  were  reduced  to  nothing  by  the 
vanity,  obftinacy,  and  cowardice  of  a  Prince, 
whom  he  had  reftored  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 


cefters,  Ahmed ,  acquainted  equally  with  the 
fuperiour  abilities  of  Nader ,  and  with  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Tahmafp ,  made  an  offer  of  peace  to  the 
Shah ,  and  propofed,  in  the  name  of  the  Sultan 
Mahmud ,  that  the  Ferfians  Jhould  keep  the  cities 
which  Nader  had  taken ,  together  with  all  the  ter¬ 
ritories  lyings  to  the  eajl  of  the  Aras  :  the  F  erf  an 
jninifters  readily  accepted  the  propofals,  and 
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figned  the  articles  of  peace,  which  were  lent  to 
Constantinople  to  be  ratified.  A  publick  rejoicing 
was  ordered  on  this  occafion  in  the  ' Turkijh  Capi¬ 
tal  ;  and  Ahmed ,  whofe  valour  and  addrefs  wcie 
uni  verbally  applauded,  was  confirmed  in  his 
government  of  Bagdad . 

NADER  KU El  was  rejoicing  at  the  total  re¬ 
duction  of  the  Afgans ,  and  preparing  to.  renew 
the  war  again  it  the  Burks ,  when  he  received  an 
account  of  the  Shah' s  expedition,  and,  with  it, 
a  copy  of  the  articles  which  he  had  figned.  His 
indignation  was  exceflive  :  he  dlfpatched  an 
officer  to  Conftantinople,  with  this  Ihort  meffage 
to  Mahmud ,  Either  rejiore  the  whole  province 
of  Azarbigian,  or  expedl  nothing  but  a  defperate 
war  :  another  was  lent  to  Ahmed  Pafha,  bidding 
him  prepare  for  a  fudden  vifit  from  the  Deliverer  of 
Ferfa  :  and  a  third  fef  out  for  Jjpahan  witn  an 
expoftulatory  letter  to  the  Emperor,  r equefiing 
him  to  difmifs  his  pernicious  counfellors\  to  cancel 
their  dif  honourable  treaty ,  and  to  meet  him  at  Kom 
with  all  his  forces ,  that  they  might  march  together 
into  Armenia  and  Parthia.  At  the  tame  time 
he  publifhed  a  fpirited  manifefto,  in  every  pro¬ 
vince  and  city  of  Ferfia ,  protefting  againft  the 
peace,  and  threatening  with  his  difpleafure  all 
thofe,  who  fhould  refufe  to  concur  with  him  in 
recovering  Media  from  the  Turks  :  he  declared, 
“  that,  after  the  feftival  of  the  new  year,  he 
u  would  leave  Mefhed. ,  and  march  againft  the 
“  Burkijh  hereticks ;  that  the  fame  providence, 
which  had  enabled  him  to  expel  the  Barba- 
£C  rians  from  his  country,  wrould  now  protect 
him  againft  the  oppofers  of  the  true  fe6t ; 
that  the  very  angels,  who  encircled  the  tomb 
ft  gf  AIL  called  aloud  for  the  deliverance  of 
"  thofe 
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cc  thofe  brave  Perjians ,  who  had  loft  their  H- 
berty  in  defending  the  rights  of  their  prophet, 
cc  and  who  were  not  fo  much  as  named  in  the 
“  Emperor’s  treaty  ;  that  it  was  an  ignoble  bar- 
4£  gain,  to  accept  only  the  territories  on  the  one 
fide  of  the  Aras ,  when  thofe  on  the  other  fide 
of  it  alio  might  have  been  wrefted  from  the 
66  enemy  by  force  ;  that  it  was  the  higheft  dif- 
honour  to  conclude  a  peace  after  a  defeat, 
46  which  the  haughty  fans  of  Qthman  would  af- 
feel  to  con  fid  er  as  an  act  of  lenity  on  their 
fide,  and  of  ftibjection  on  the  fide  of  the 
Perjians  P  he  concluded  by  denouncing  perfte~ 
tual  infamy  on  all  thofe ,  who  Jhould  he  remifs  in 
purfuing  the  Turkijh  war ,  and  declaring,  that  he 
would  punijh  as  rebels ,  thofe ,  who  in  any  fenfe 
jhould  oppofe  bis  defigns . 


.  He  fpent  the  next  three  months  in  recruiting 
his  army,  and  encouraging  his  officers  and  fol^ 
diers,  by  the  moft  ftriking  acts  of  liberality*. 
In  this  interval  alio  he  vifited  Kelat  and  Ahiurd. , 
the  feenes  of  his  youthful  exploits,  for  which  he 
retained  to  Ins  lafi  hour  a  peculiar  fondnefs  ;  and, 
obierving  the  rums  of  fome  old  caftles  in  a  plain 
aoout  thirty -fix  miles  from  d lefbed?  which  was 


.  *  Among  the  many  prefents,  which  Nader  gave  at  this 
time  to  his  officers,  were  feveral  of  the  fined  horfes  of  Jfia, 
:m  the  breeds  of  which  he  was  particularly  curious  :  the 
Perfian  hi  dorian  iays,  in  his  figurative  ilyle,  that  thefe  horfes  nooere 

•yx  A 

of  the  race  of  Gulgun  and '  Jhaped  like  Rakhffi.  Gulgun  yj  tffAS 

or,  Rofe -coloured,  and  Rakhjh  (jfekj  or  Lightning,  are  the 
names  of  two  horfes  highly  celebrated  by  the  Eaftern  poets :  the 
jormer  belonged  to  Perviz,  king  of  Perfia ,  and  the  fecond 
to  Rojlam,  the  Hero  of  FsrdujPi  Epick  poem, 
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watered  with  beautiful  rivulets,  and  had  like-  AD. 173^ 
wife  the  advantage  of  an  excellent  air,  he  or-  ,_^ad‘ 
dered  thofe  edifices  to  be  rebuilt,  and  the  whole 
country  around  them  to  be  cultivated,  with  a 
defign ,  no  doubt,  of  faffing  the  decline  of  his  life 
in  that  fart  of  his  dominions „ 

On  his  return  to  his  Melhed  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  May,  an  Ambaffador  arrived  from  the 
Ruffian  court,  who  declared  that,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  his  requeft,  the  Emprefs  was 
willing  to  refign  the  province  of  Ghilan .  and 
the  other  conquelts  of  Peter  I.  on  the  coafts  of 
the  Caff  i an  fea.  He  difmiffed  the  Ambaffador  ; 
and  fent  with  him  two  approved  officers,  to  fee 
his  orders  punctually  executed.  At  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  July,  intelligence  was  brought,  that  the 
Ruffians  had  defarted  feaceabiy  from  the  frontiers 
of  Perfia  ;  upon  which  Nader  appointed  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  Ghilan ,  who  fet  out  immediately  for 
the  place  of  his  refidence. 

While  Naderkuli  was  thus  employed  in  pre¬ 
paring  a  powerful  army  againft  the  Turks ,  the 
Shah,  directed  by  his  minifters,  was  concerting 
pacifick  meafures  in  Iff  ah  an ,  and  confirming  his 
treaty  with  Ahmed . 

On  hearing  this,  the  General  left  Rhorafan , 
and  bent  his  courfe  towards  Ifpahan,  marching 
all  night  with  great  expedition,  and  halting  each 
day  at  noon  by  reafon  of  the  intenfe  heat.  On 
the  fixteenth  of  Auguft  he  encamped  in  a  plain, 
called  The  garden  of  Hezargerib ,  clofe  to  the 
walls  of  Iff  ah  an  »  his  arrival  was  equally  unex¬ 
pected  to  the  court,  and  to  the  populace,  but  it 
a  very  different  effect  on  them ;  fince  the 
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a.d> 3732.  firft  coniidered  him  as  a  powerful  and  incenfecf 
Nad.  45.  enemy?  the  fecond,  as  the  guardian  of  their 
liberties  :  the  courtiers  fhowed  him  thofe  marks 
of  refpeft,  which  they  could  not  fafely  refufe, 
but  the  inhabitants  in  general  celebrated  his 
prefence  with  the  moft  grateful  and  undiflembled 

j°y-  -  ‘j 

After  a  day  fpent  in  mirth  and  feftivity,  the 
emperor  flipped  with  Nader  in  his  tent,  together 
with  the  principal  officers  of  his  army.  It  was 
the  defign  of  his  Highnefs ,  fays  the  Perfian  author, 
to  drown  all  caufes  of  animofity  between  the  Shah 
and  himfelf  in  the  flowing  cups  of  the  banquet , 
and  to  procure  his  approbation  of  the  Turkijh  war  ; 
at  the  conclufion  of  which*  he  meaned  to  leave  the 
reins  of  empire  with  Tahmafp,  and  to  retire •  into 
his  own  territories  :  but,  whether  this  were  his 
real  intention  or  not,  it  is  certain,  that  he  could 
not  prevail  with  the  Emperor  to  break  the  peace, 
which  his  minifters  had  concluded,  but  was  mor¬ 
tified  to  fee  him  Jit  with  a  fallen  referve ,  during  the 
whole  entertainment . 

The  next  day  he  called  a  Council  of  all 
his  officers,  and,  having  related  to  them  what 
had  pa£Ted  in  the  preceding  night,  infinuated, 
that  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  dangers , 
which  might  enfiie ,  if  the  Sultan  jhould  ferfijl  in 
his  diflike  to  the  war  ;  and  that  he  feemed  rather 
an  affociate  of  their  enemies ,  than  a  father  of  his 
people  :  upon  which  the  whole  aiTembly  ex¬ 
claimed  with  one  voice,  that  the  Sultan  was 
unworthy  of  a  throne ,  which  he  could  neither  de¬ 
fend  by  his  valour ,  nor  dignify  by  his  wifdom  ;  and 
that  the  diadem  juftly  belonged  to  Him ,  whofe 

courage 


1 

f; 


Life  of  NADER  SHAH.  45 

„ mirage  and  conduit  had  reftored  it  to  its  original 
Splendour .  wy *** 

It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  whether  Nader  had 
thoughts  of  affuming  the  regal  dignity  at  this 
timet  but,  whether  he  waited  for  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  juncture,  or  was  not  diffidently  fecure 
of  his  ftrength,  he  declined  the  flattering  offer 
of  the  Council,  yet  conferred,  that  Tahmafp 
fiiould  be  dethroned,  and  his  place  {applied  by 
his  fon  Abbas ,  an  infant  only  eight  months  old* 

Upon  this,  Abbas ,  the  third  of  that  name,  was 
j  crowned  king  of  Rerfia  with  gieat  folemnity  i 
and  Nader  cwcis  proclaimed  Regent  dw  mg  his  in — 
fancy  .*  his  unfortunate  latner  was  lent  in  a  litter 
to  Khorafan ,  where  a  magnificent  pi  lion  was 
prepared  for  him  and  his  feraglio,  in  which  he 
palled  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and,  no  doubt, 
found  his  retirement,  however  di ('graceful,  more 
fuitable  to  the  indolence  of  his  temper,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  his  underftanding,  than  the  per¬ 
petual  anxieties  of  a  throne. 

The  firft  aft  of  the  Regent  was,  to  fend  Am- 
baffadors  to  the  Emprefs  of  RuJJia,  and  the 
Great  Mogul ,  informing  them  of  the  acceflion 
of  Shah  Abbas,  and  requefting  the  Indian  mo¬ 
narch,  in  the  moil  prefling  terms,  to  prevent  the 
Afgan  fugitives  from  taking  f belter  in  his  terruoi  les  • 

J  ' 

He  then  prepared  for  his  grand  project  of 
j  driving  the  Turks  from  the  Perfian  frontiers  $  and 
:  accordingly,  having  marched  by  Carmanjhah , 
he  encamped  in  a  plain,  called  Mahidejht ,  in¬ 
tending  to  advance  the  next  day  againit  the 
ftrong"  hold  of  Zohab,  where  the  enemy  had 

‘  I’GDoifted  a  confiderafile  ftore  of  ammunition, 
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A.D.i 732.  and  the  taking  of  which  would  contribute 
greatly  to  his  iliccefs  in  the  liege  of  Bagdad : 
but,  hearing  that  a  large  body  of  Turks  had 
left  the  caftle,  and  were  advancing  to  oppofe 
him,  Nader ,  whofe  prudence  was  equal  to  his 
valour,  chofe  to  decline  a  battle,  at  a  time,  when 
the  lofs  of  his  men  would  have  been  a  great 
-cbftacle  to  his  defigns,  and  determined  to  reach 
Zohab  by  another  route,  which  lay  over  a  vaft: 
mountain,  called  Car  van :  he  therefore  fet  out 
at  break  of  day,  in  oppofition  to  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  his  Generals,  who  reprefented  the 
defiles  as  impaflable.  He  convinced  them,  how* 
ever,  that  few  things  were  impojjible  to  perfeverance 
and  activity ;  and  leading  his  army,  fometimes 
on  foot,  fometimes  on  horfeback,  through  narrow 
pajjes  covered  with  fnow ,  and  on  the  borders  of 
precipices ,  he  brought  them  by  funfet  to  a  valley 
on  the  other  fide,  where,  after  a  fhort  interval 
of  reft,  he  left  his  main  body,  and  advanced  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  .only  fix  hundred  men  : 
he  rode  all  night  without  intermiftion,  and,  in 
the  morning,  found  himfelf  clofe  to  the  fortrefs, 
which,  although  his  army  had  not  yet  joined 
him,  he  prepared  to  attack,  as  he  knew  it  to  be 
aim  oft  defencelefs.  The  Turks ,  awakened  by 
the  trampling  of  the  Perjian  horfe,  appeared  on 
the  battlements,  and,  alarmed  at  their  hidden 
approach,  dropped  their  arms  on  the  firft 
fummons,  and  furrendered.  Nader  found 
a  rich  booty  in  the  caftle,  and  treated  the 
Turkifh  garrifon  with  great  lenity  :  he  had 
ridden  an  hundred  and  three  miles  without 
flopping,  and,  by  this  vigorous  ftep,  ftruck  his 
enemies  with  terrour  whilft  he  fecured  to  him¬ 
felf  a  moft  advantageous  lituation.  Some  days 
after  this,  the  army  arrived,  aftonillied  at  their 
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leader  s  intrepidity,  and  encouraged  by  his  ex-  AS.  1732. 
ample :  lie  built  feveral  forts  near  Zohab ,  and 
was  foon  joined  by  the  forces  of  Azarbigian , 
commanded  by  the  governor  of  Tauris. 

The  city  of  Bagdad  had  every  poilible  ad-  A.D.ijn* 
vantage.  It  was  fituated  in  a  large  plain  on  the  Nad<46- 
banks  of  the  Tigris  :  its  circuit  was  perfectly 
round,  and  it  was  enclofed  by  a  double  wall, 
flanked  with  ftrong  baftions  :  its  fuburbs,  built 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  river,  refembled  a 
fnialler  city,  and  were  joined  to  the  greater  by 
an  elegant  bridge  ;  but  its  fureft  defence  was  in 
the  prudence  and  refolution  of  its  governor, 

Ahmed ,  who  determined  to  maintain  it  to  the 
laft  extremity. 

The  Regent  wiflied  to  put  the  whole  cam¬ 
paign  to  the  hazard  of  a  decifive  battle,  and 
made  a  fliow  of  marching  towards  the  city  of 
Kercuk ,  in  hopes  of  drawing  Ahmed  Into  the 
field,  but,  finding  that  he  remained  within  the 
walls,  he  returned  by’  another  route  towards 
Bagdad .  He  was  met  in  his  return  by  twelve 
thoufand  Turks ,  commanded  by  Fateh ,  governor 
of  Diarbecr ,  who  was  taken  prifoner  at  the  fir  it 
onfet,  and  his  misfortune  was  loon  followed  by  v 
a  total  rout  of  his  army. 

Nader  was  equally  fuccefsful  on  the  next 
morning  ;  and  defeated  a  Bafha,  named  Moham - 
med,  whom  Ahmed  had  fent  to  reconnoitre  the 
Ferjians.  In  this  laft  addon,  a  Perftan  foldier 
purfued  a  Turk  io  far,  that,  before  he  could  kill 
him,  he  was  overtaken  by  the  night,  and  forced 
to  winder  about  the  plains  till  break  of  day, 
when  he  was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  himleif 
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733.  under  the  walls  of  Bagdad :  he  no  fooner  per» 
•  ceived  his  danger,  than,  by  a  ftngular  pretence 
of  mind,  he  advanced  boldly  to  the  Turkifo 
fentinels,  and  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
governor,  as  a  mejfenger  from  the  Regent  of  Perfia ; 
upon  which  he  was  treated  with  refpect,  and 
introduced  to  Ahmed. ,  to  whom  he  faid,  as  from 
Nader ,  C£  The  Ferfians  have  long  dehred  to  give 

you  battle  :  if  you  have  any  fpirit,  meet  them 
4C  in  the  field  ;  if  not,  open  the  gates  of  the 
4C  city.’5  Ahmed  replied,  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  adl  in  oppofition  to  the  pofitive  orders  of  his 
courts  *  and  fent  him  back  with  an  efcort  of  Ja- 
niflaries.  When  the  regent  heard  this  adven¬ 
ture,  he  finiled  at  the  addrefs  of  the  man,  but 
ordered  his  prifoner  Fateh ,  whom  he  generouily 
let  at  liberty,  to  allure  the  governor,  that  no  fuch 
niejfage  came  from  Him . 

On  the  eighth  of  February ,  the  Ferfians  pre¬ 
pared  to  pafs  the  Tigris  on  a  raft  or  float,  con¬ 
trived  by  an  European  engineer :  it  was*  formed 
of  large  beams  of  palm-tree  wood,  fattened  to¬ 
gether  with  cables,  and  made  lefs  liable  to  fink* 
by  having  a  number  of  camePs  fkins  tied  to  it, 
which  were  fewed  up,  and  filled  with  air.  Nader 
iirfl  went  over  with  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  and,  having  left  orders  for  the  reft  of  his 
troops  to  follow  him,  marched  on  with  great 
rapidity.  On  the  next  morning  fifteen  thoufand 
men  paffed  on  the  float ;  after  which  it  fell  to 
pieces,  and  much  time  was  loft  in  repairing  it. 
In  the  mean  while,  the  Regent  was  in  a  country 
Fit  tie  known  to  him ,  furrounded  with  a  multitude  of 
enemies ,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  part  only  of  his 

arjny ,  qu4  fepar ated  from  his  camp  by  a  broad 
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It  was  his  intention,  to  fall  fuddenly  upon  ^.zxi733, 
the  Turks,  who  were  Rationed  oppofite  to  the  Nad.  46, 
Perfian  camp  ;  but,  a  body  of  janiffaries  having  u  r  4 
difcovered  him,  they  fled  with  precipitation,  and 
carried  the  alarm  into  the  city.  Ahmed ,  who 
had  diligently  obferved  his  motions,  and  was 
now  apprifed  of  his  fituatipn,  fent  againft  him 
thirty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  Mujiafa 
Pajha ,  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery  j 
upon  which  the  Regent,  perceiving  an  engage¬ 
ment  to  be  inevitable,  detached  a  body  of  Curds 
and  Afgans  againft  the  enemy  ;  the  former  of 
whom  retreated  after  a  fhort fkirmijh,  but  the  latter, 
with  a  fiercenefs,  that  ever  characterized  their 
nation,  fupported  the  fight  vigoroufly  againft 
a  very  fuperiour  force.  The  Regent  ftrove,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  his 
troops  ;  but,  knowing  the  danger  of  engaging, 
and  fearing  the  infamy  of  appearing  to  ^retreat, 
he  was  penetrated  with  the  deepeft  affliction  : 
all  his  glory,  acquired  by  fo  many  defperate 
enterpriles,  was  likely  to  be  obfcured,  and  his 
magnificent  projects  were  on  the  point  of  being 
reduced  to  nothing,  by  his  own  impatience  and  * 
rafhnefs.  Whilft  he  was  fighting  more  through 
defpair,  than  with  any  well-grounded  hope  of 
viCfory,  he  difcovered  a  cloud  of  drift,  which 
he  foon  found  to  be  raifed  by  the  fifteen  thou¬ 
fand  Perfians ,  who  had  palled  the  river  on  the 
float:  as  foon  as  they  reached  the  plain,  Nader 
led  them  to  the  attack  with  a  furious  joy,  and 
fuftained  the  battle  with  fuch  advantage,  that 
the  Turkifh  army  was  thrown  into  di (order  ; 
and  each  fquadron,  confulting  their  own  fafety, 
fled  at  random  towards  the  city  whence  they 
had  Tallied.  In  this  action  five  thoufand  ''lurks 
yrere  flain  )  all  their  field-pieces  were  feized, 
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A-D- 1733*  and  the  Perjlans  took  poffeflion  of  a  town,  called 

Bagdad ,  with  a  ftron-g  bridge  over  the 
Tigris  :  the  night  was  fpent  by  the  conquerors  in 
mirth  and  exultation,  and  on  the  next  morning, 
the  Regent  amply  rewarded  the  Afgans ,  to  whole 
valour  the  fuccefs  was  chiefly  owing,  but  fternly 
reprimanded  the  Curdijh  officers,  whofe  detach¬ 
ment  had  fo  ihamefully  left  the  field.  This  de¬ 
feat  of  Mujlafa  Pajha  was  a  fevere  blow  to  the 
Turks :  in  a  fhort  time  after  it  they  loft  five  ad¬ 
jacent  cities,  which  were  ill  defended,  and  the 
Regent  was  enabled  to  pufh  the  fiege  of  Bagdad 
with .  every  advantage  imaginable.  He  invefted 
the  city  on  all  fides,  and  enclofed  it  with  round 
towers,  built  at  equal  diRances  from  each  other, 
in  which  he  Rationed  a  company  of  men,  who 
prevented  the  garrifon  from  making  a  fally  ;  he 
repaired  the  firR  raft,  and  ordered  others  to  be 
made,  which  were  continually  paffing  and  re¬ 
pairing  the  river  with  ammunition  and  ftores  ; 
beRdes  which,  a  number  of  barges  were,  by  his 
orders,  launched  in  the  Tigris ,  for  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  tranfporting  Irishmen  and  artillery. 
His  want  of  large  cannon  ’ put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  batter  in  breach  ;  nor  had  he  a  fuf- 
ficient  Rore  of  Riells  to  fupport  a  regular  bom¬ 
bardment  ;  fo  that  he  dropped  all  thoughts  of 
Rorming  the  city,  and  determined  to  reduce  it 
by  a  blockade.  In  about  two  months  the  gar¬ 
rifon  began  to  be  diRreffed  for  want  of  provi- 
Rons  ^  and  foon  after,  a  famine  enfued,  which 
drove  the  inhabitants  to  Rich  an  excefs  of  de- 
fpair,  that  many  of  them  threw  themfelves  over 
the  ramparts  ;  and  they,  who  outlived  the  fall, 
came  in  a  fuppliant  manner  to  the  Per/ian  camp,  - 
where  they  were  received  with  great  liberality. 
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From  this  time  to  the  beginning  of  July,  the  A.D.  173'5- 
governor  of  Bagdad  amufed  the  Regent  with 
pretended  negotiations,  fomethnes  exprejfmg  a 
defire  to  furrender  the  city ,  and  fomethnes  requeuing 
a  month's  delay  to  confder  of  it ;  till  a  fpy,  who, 
under  the  difguife  of  a  Perfian ,  had  approached 
near  enough  to  the  walls  to  throw  a>  letter  over 
them,  gave  notice,  that  Ofman  Paiha^cw  making 
forced  marches  to  his  relief  at  the  head*  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  army  ;  on  which  Ahmed  broke  all  his 
engagements,  and  declared,  that  he  would  de¬ 
fend  th  e  city  to  extremity.  Nader,  having  alfp 
received  information  of  Ofman' s  approach,  re- 
halved  to  give  him  battle,  and  marched  againft 
him  on  the  feventeenth  of  July,  leaving  twelve 
thoufand  men  at  Bagdad  to  .continue  the  block¬ 
ade.  He  met  the  Turkifh  army  in  a  plain,  di¬ 
vided  by  the  Tigris,  and  immediately  attacked 
their  van  with  undaunted  courage  :  in  a  fhorfc 
time  the  action  became  general,  and  both  tides 
fought  with  intrepidity  ;  till  the  infenfe  heat  of 
the  fun  took  away  their  ftrength  and  fpirits, 

In  the  midft  of  the  combat,  Nader,  who  {hared 
the  toil  and  danger  of  it  with  the  meaneft  of 
his  foldiers,  had  mortally  wounded  two  Turks, 
who  were  fallen  under  him  ;  but  one  of  them, 
in  the  agony  of  death,  Truck  his  hone  in  the 
belly,  who  fell  down  with  great  force,  and  ex- 
pofed  the  Regent  to  extreme  peril  :  he  foon 
recovered  the  fhock,  and  mounted  another  liorle, 
who  was  prefently  fhot  under  him,  as  he  was 
galloping  between  the  lines.  Be  vaulted  with 
agility  on  a  third  horfe  ;  but  the  intolerable  heat, 
the  raft  number  of  the  enemies,  who  were  laid 
to  fall  little  fhort  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men, 
and  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  Regent 
had  been  twice  expofed,  entirely  difheartened 
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J.d.  1733*  Ills  troops  ;  and  he,  perceiving  them  inclined  to 
Nad.  4.6.  gjve  way5  commanded  a  retreat  to  be  founded, 
anc]  pent  orders  for  the  twelve  thoufand  men, 
whom  he  had  left  before  Bagdad,  to  raife  the 
jieg-e,  and  to  follow  him  with  all pojfible  expedition . 
The  Perfians,  who  were  Rationed  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  Tigris,  joined  the  main  body  without 
much  difficulty  ;  but  thofe  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
feeing  that  Ahmed  had  demolifhed  the  bridge ,  and 
Jet  fire  to  the  boats ^  were  obliged  to  take  another 
route,  conducted  through  forefts  and  over  moun¬ 
tains  by  feme  wandering  Arabs ,  who  are  always 
glad  to  teftify  their  abhorrence  of  the  Turkijh 
nation.  On  this  day  two  thoufand  Perfians  were 
Rain,  and  more  than  twice  that  number  of 
.  Turks  :  Ofnan  entered  Bagdad  in  triumph,  and 
was  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  as  a  guardian 
angel. 


\ 


The  Regent,  only  more  animated  by  this  dif- 
grace,  was  turning  all  his  thoughts  upon  the 
means  of  retrieving  his  honour  ;  with  which 
view  he  fummoned  the  governors  of  all  his 
provinces,  to  meet  him,  at  the  head  of  their 
beft  troops,  in  a  plain  near  Ramadan ,  whither 
he  arrived  on  the  fecond  of  An 201ft  :  here  he 

O  * 

reviewed  his  army,  and,  as  if  his  late  defeat  had 
been  a  fignal  viflory,  diftributed  a  large  fum 
among  his  foldiers,  to  each  of  whom  he  gave 
double  the  value  of  the  arms  or  horfes,  which 
they  had  loft  in  the  battle  of 'Bagdad. 


On  the  thirtieth  of  September  he  led  his  troops 
into  the  Held,  which  were  now  confiderably 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Per  fan  gover- 
hours  :  he  took  the  road  of  Carmanjhah ,  where 
Rearing,  that  Mohammed  Pajloa  and  other  Turkifh 
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he  advanced  with  incredible  celerity,  in  hopes  ^ 
of  furprifing  them  by  night ;  but,  having  met 
with  unexpected  delays,  he  could  not. reach  their 
camp  till  daybreak*  His  fudden  appearance, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  army,  fo  confounded  the 
T irks ,  that  they  fled  in  diforder  without  ftriking 
a  blow,  and  left  their  ammunition  to  the  Per j 
fians ,  who,  being  wearied  with  their  long  march, 
repofed  for  feveral  days  in  the  plain*  On  the 
twenty-fecond  of  October,  the  Regent  advanced 
towards  Kercuk ,  and  halted  in  a  place,  called 
Elmidaran  :  here  he  reviewed  his  army,  and 
exhibited  a  feigned  battle  with  all  the  evolutions 
and  operations  of  a  real  engagement* 

Ofman ,  in  the  mean  time,  having  left  Bagdad, 
was  encamped  near  Kercuk  :  his  tents  were  en« 
clofed  with  flrong  intrenchments  ;  and  he  was 
fo  elevated  with  his  late  fuccefs,  that,  on  hearing 
of  Nader’s  approach,  he  difdained  to  meet  him 
in  perfon,  and  fent  a  finall  detachment  againit 
him,  commanded  by  one  of  his  officers.  Thefe 
were  foon  defeated,  and  fled  promifcuoufLy  to¬ 
wards  Erzerum ;  which  dilafler,  joined  to  the 
intelligence,  continually  brought,  of  Nader  s 
flrength,  alarmed  the  Turkijh  general,  and  de¬ 
termined  him  to  act  with  greater  caution  ;  fo 
that  the  Regent,  having  in  vain  attempted  to 
draw  him  into  the  field,  and  having  fent  him 
a  mofl  reproachful  challenge  without  receiving 
an  anfwer,  returned  to  Bagdad  ;  where  having 
eafily  recovered  his  former  Rations  on  the  1  igris, 
he  renewed  the  liege  with  greater  vigour  than 
before  :  his  troops  were  conflderably  reinforced, 
and  his  camp  abounded  with  provifions  ;  whilif 
Ahmed ,  who,  relying  upon  Ofman9 s  fupport,  had 
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j.d.  1733.  neglected  to  prepare  for  a  fecond  fiege,  was 
Nad.  46.  again  reduced  to  a  diftrefsful  fituation. 


The  Turkijh  commander  in  chief,  hearing  of 
Nader’s  return  to  Bagdad ,  detached  againft  him 
a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  under  a 
Baflia  named  Memejh  ;  who,  after  a  rapid  march, 
pitched  his  tents  in  a  valley,  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  a  very  extenfive  plain.  Nader  was  ex¬ 
tremely  rejoiced  at  a  profpect  of  regaining  his 
honour,  and,  having  feletded  the  flower  of  his 
troops,  advanced  at  their  head  by  a  road  little 
frequented,  and  was  clofe  to  the  Furkijh  camp 
early  in  the  morning  ;  when,  obferving  the 
enemy  to  be  in  great  diforder,  he  attacked  them 
with  uncommon  violence,  and  drove  them  from 
their  Ration.  Mean  while  Ofman ,  fearing  left 
Memejh  fhould  gain  the  credit  of  the  fecond  vic¬ 
tory,  led  his  whole  army  into  the  plain,  juft  as 
the  detachment  of  the  Baflia  had  broken  their 
ranks,  and  were  flying  with  precipitate  fpeed. 
The  Perfians  purfued  them  with  eagernefs,  and 
penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  Turkifti  army, 
who  were  thunderftruck  with  a  blow  fo  little  ex- 
p ceded.  Ofman.  was  feated  in  a  fplendid  litter, 
his  age  a»d  infirmities  rendering  him  incapable 
of  much  fatigue,  and  his  principal  officers  were 
receiving  his  orders,  wffien  the  flight  of  Memejh 
ftruck  terrour  into  his  men  :  in  a  ftiort  time 
their  confternation  was  fo  great,  that  he  was 
perfuaded  to  mount  his  horfe,  and  fave  himfelf 
by  a  fwift  retreat ;  but,  the  Regent  having  fent 
two  bodies  of  Ferfans  round  the  mountains  to 
intercept  him,  he  found  himfelf  fuddenly  at¬ 
tacked  in  front,  while  the  impetuous  Nader  har- 
rafled  him  in  the  rear.  His  anxiety  was  foon  at 
an  end  :  a  Perfian  foldier,  who  diftinguifhed 
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him  by  the  richnefs  of  his  drefs,  thruft  him  a.d.  1733. 
furioufly  from  his  horfe,  and,  having  fir  ft 
ftabbed  him  to  the  heart,  carried  his  head  to  the 
Regent  on  the  point  of  a  fpear.  Ten  thonfand 
Turks  were  flain,  before  the  Perfians  were  clearly 
mafters  of  the  field  :  the  camp  and  military 
ftores  of  the  enemy  were  feized,  and  a  number 
of  Turkijh  officers  were  made  prifoners,  moft  of 
whom  the  Regent  fet  at  liberty,  and  difmifted 
them  with  the  head  and  corfe  of  Ofman ,  that 
they  might  be  honourably  interred  by  his  rela¬ 
tions.  After  this  victory,  the  Perfians  returned 
to  Bagdad,  with  a  full  allurance  of  a  fuccefsful 
liege. 

On  the  fecond  of  December ,  Ahmed  fent  a  mef- 
fenger  to  the  Regent,  with  propofals  of  accom¬ 
modation,  for  which  his  court  had  given  him 
full  powers  :  the  chief  articles  of  the  propofed 
convention  were,  that  all  the  provinces ,  which 
had  been  wrejled  from  the  Perfians,  during  the 
troubles  in  1723,  Jhould  be  refiored  to  them  ;  that 
the  limits  of  the  two  Empires  jhould  be  fixed  at  the 
ancient  boundaries  ;  and  that  all  the  Perfian  pri¬ 
foners  Jhould  be  releafed ;  on  condition  that  the  Re¬ 
gent  would  raife  the  fiege  of  Bagdad,  and  with¬ 
draw  his  army  from  the  Turkifh  frontiers .  Nader 
accepted  this  offer  ;  the  articles  were  figned  ; 
and  fent  to  Conflantinople  to  bC  ratified  by  the 
Sultan  and  his  Vizir  :  Ahmed ,  having  releafed 
all  the  Perfians ,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  laft 
war,  and  having  diftributed  fome  rich  prefents 
among  the  Regent’s  officers,  difpatched  a  pe¬ 
remptory  order  to  the  Baflias  of  Georgia ,  Ar¬ 
menia^  Shirvan ,  Azarbigian ,  and  Irak ,  to  eva¬ 
cuate  their  provinces  as  foon  as  poffible.  After 
this  important  victory,  Nader  fpent  feveral  weeks 
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in  vifiting  the  tomb  of  AIL  and  other  Mahomedan 
fiff  4'J’  ^nts5  w^°  were  buried  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bagdad . 

✓  ■  » 

A'p" 1 7 34-  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Regent 

'  marched  to  Shiraz ,  where  he  palled  three  months, 
and  in  April  advanced  to  Ifpahan ;  where  he  was 
informed  that  the  Princefs,  married  to  Rizakuli 
Mirza ,  had  been  delivered  of  ,a  fon  juft  before 
his  arrival,  whom  they  had  named  Shahrokh  :  on 
this  occafton,  as  well  as  on  account  of  his  late 
victories,  the  inhabitants  of  Ifpahan  were  enter¬ 
tained  with  a  fumptuous  jubilee,  and  many  weeks 
were  fpent  in  pageants  and  rejoicings. 

In  the  month  of  May ,  a  Turkifh  meftenger  ar¬ 
rived  with  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Vizir,  inform¬ 
ing  the  Regent,  that  Saltan  Mahmud  could  not 
confide r  his  convention  with  the  gov ernour  of  Bagdad 
as  definitive  ;  but  that  his  Highnefs  had  appointed 
Abdalla,  the  fon  of  Kiupruli,  his  plenipotentiary 
and  commander  in  chief  \  that  Abdalla  was  in 
Lfiarbecr  with  his  army ,  where  he  waited  for  a 
Per  llan  mi  infer ,  that  the  articles  of  peace  might  ke 
rat  fed  in  form .  This  proceeding  of  the  Vizir 
was  Jn  compliance  with  the  ancient  maxim  of 
the  lurks ,  which  enjoins  them  to  make  peace  at 
the '  head  of  an  army  on  the  frontiers ,  that  a  cef 
fit  ton  of  hoflilities  may  feem  an  act  of  condefcenfon 
only  on  their  fide  ;  for  that  high-minded  nation 
cannot  fupport  the  idea  of  leaving  the  field 
tnrouga  ne-cefilty.  As  the  Othman  court  are 
ftrangers  to  that  delicacy  of  fentiment,  which 
Europeans  call  the  point  of  honour ,  it  is  probable 
tiiat  Ahmed’s  treaty,  how  folemnly  foever  it 
was  figned,  was  no  more  than  a  pretext  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Regent  to  decamp  j  and  that  he  had 
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privately  advifed  the  vizir  to  fend  an  array  into  A.D.  1734- 
Mefopotamia :  it  is  alfo  very  reafonable  to  con- 
ieflure,  that  he  had  fecretly  inltructed  the  govern 
nours  of  Shirvan ,  and  other  difmembered  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Perjia ,  to  delay  the  rehitution  of  their 
governments  by  all  the  arts  they  could  devife. 

We  muft  confefs,  that  Nader  was  highly  blame- 
able  in  railing  the  fiege  of  Bagdad ,  and  that, 
in  the  whole  negotiation  he  was  fairly  over¬ 
reached  by  the  abilities  of  Ahmed :  it  is  reported, 
that  he  frequently  ufed  to  acknowledge  his  er- 
rour,  and  always  expreffed  an  high  veneration  for 
the  talents  of  that  able  governour,  who,  baffling 
the  intrigues  of  his  own  court,  and  refilling  the 
attacks  of  the  Perfian,  had  kept  himfelf  in  great 
meafure  independent  of  both. 


Though  the  Regent  began  to  *fufpe£t  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  Porte ,  yet  he  was  unwilling  to  drop 
the  negotiation;  and  Tent  a  plenipotentiary  to 
Abdalla ,  giving  him  this  alternative  :  either  to 
ratify  the  convention ,  made  at  Bagdad,  or  to  meet 
him  in  the  field ,  and  decide  their  difference  by  the 
longejl  /word .  In  the  mean  time  he  left  Tfp  ah  an , 
and  marched  towards  Hamadan ,  which  he 
reached  on  the  fourteenth  of  June ;  and,  learn¬ 
ing  that  the  Bafhas  of  Shirvan  and  Dagheftan 
were  greatly  aretfe  to  the  convention,  and  had 
refufed  to  evacuate  their  cities,  he  advanced  by 
forced  marches  to  their  provinces,  and  fpent  the 
four  next  months  in  reducing  them  to  obedience, 
which  he  effected  with  no  great  lofs,  and  with 
no  variety  of  incidents  :  perceiving,  at  length 
that  Abdalla  detained  his  ambaffador,  and  meaned 
to  nmufe  him  with  fpecious  offers,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  renew  the  war  with  greater  fpirit  than 
ever. 
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Armenia  was  chofen  to  be  the  fcene  of  his  ex¬ 
ploits  ;  and,  having  caufed  a  large  bridge  to  be 
raifed  over  the  Aras ,  a  river,  which  has  been  re- 
prefented  by  lbme  writers  as  too  impetuous  to 
fupport  Rich  a  work  *,  he  paffed  it  at  the  head 
of  his  army,  and  encamped  on  the  third  of 
JN  ovember  before  the  city  of  Ganja.  A  Bafha, 
named  Ali>  who  then  governed  this  city,  an- 
fwered  his  fummons  with  haughtinefs,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  a  refolute  defence :  he  therefore 
defer  ted  the  fuburbs,  and  retired  to  the  Citadel, 
which  was  very  ftrongly  fortified,  and  contained 
a  numerous  garrifon.  Nader  on  the  other  fide 
refolved  to  make  a  regular  fiege ;  and,  having  rid¬ 
den  around  the  walls,  and  examined  their  ftrength, 
gave  orders  for  the  works  to  be  begun,  which 
were  carried  on  with  uncommon  expedition. 

When  the  trenches  were  opened,  the  Ferfians 
battered  the  walls  *,  and  the  Regent,  obferving  a 
very  high  mofque  in  the  fuburbs,  which  com¬ 
manded  great  part  of  the  city,  and  which  Alt 
had  negledted  or  forgotten  to  deftroy,  placed 
fome  large  cannon  in  it,  which  played  for  feveral 
days  with  no  fmall  fuccefs,  but  it  was  at  laft  de¬ 
mo  lillied  by  the  fire  from  the  ramparts.  The 
befiegers  bombarded  the  city  day  and  night,  and 
brought  to  the  ground  moft  of  its  mofques  and 
other  confpicuous  buildings  ;  but,  not  fatisfied 
with  this  vehement  attack,  they  had  recourfe 
alfo  to  the  more  fecret,  but  not  lefs  formidable, 
expedient  of  fapping,  and  fprung  feveral  mines 
with  great  effect,  in  one  of  which  a  fon  of  the 
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Governour  loft  his  life  together  with 
Turks. 


feven  hundred  A.D.  173+. 

Nad.  47. 


The  Regent  vifited  the  trenches  every  day  to 
direct  and  encourage  his  engineers  ;  and  one 
morning,  as  he  was  looking  over  a  breaftwork, 
without  a  fufficient  regard  to  his  fafety,  a  cannon 
ball  patted  by  his  face,  and  ftruck  off  the  head  of 
a  Perfian  officer,  who  flood  fo  near  him  that  nis 
robe  was  fprinkled  with  the  blood  :  anotiaer  day 
a  fhell,  fired  from  a  mortar  in  the  city,  fell  into 
a  pavilion,  where  he  was  fitting,  and  bunt  clofe 
by  his  fide,  but  killed  only  one  ox  his  attend¬ 
ants. 

During  the  fiege,  Abdalla  was  advancing  to-  ^2x1735. 
wards  Ganja  ;  and  Ah \  having  notice  ot  nis  ap¬ 
proach,  refolved  to  perfift  to  extremity  ;  which 
Nader  alfo  difcovering,  feat  a  flrong  detach¬ 
ment,  under  an  able  commander,  with  feme 
battering  cannon,  and  mortars,  to  invefl  <Te/lis9 
the  Capital  of  Georgia ,  hoping  to  diflraci  the  mind 
cf  the  Turkijh  General  between  the  defence  of  two 
import  ant  cities  :  in  the  mean  while  he  continued 
the  fiege  of  Ganja ,  but  was  greatly  impeded  by 
the  very  heavy  falls  of  inow,  which  obfinicted 
his  engineers,  and  hindered  the  effect  of  his 
bombardment  by  Rifling  the  explofions  of  the 
•(hells ;  the  walls  alfo  were  fo  thick  and  flrong, 
that  no  practicable  breach  had  yet  been  made  in 
them. 

At  this  time  intelligence  was  received,  that 
Ilbars ,  prince  of  Kharezm ,  having  had  the  afiii- 
ranee  to  make  an  incurfion  into  Khorafan , 
had  met  with  a  very  rough  reception  from  the 
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735-  Perjidn  governour,  and  been  forced  to  repafs  the 
4>'  Oxus  with  great  lofs. 

/  <  1 

Juft  after  the  feftival  of  Nuriiz ,  the  Regent  be¬ 
gan  to  be  impatient  at  the  dilatory  motions  of 
Abdalia  ;  and,  having  left  one  of  his  Generals  to 
continue  thefiege,  he  departed  from  Ganja  about 
the  middle  of  April.  As  he  drew  near  Teflis^  he 
heard  that  'Timur ,  the  Governour  of  Van^  was  ho¬ 
vering  about  the  city  with  a  numerous  army  : 
he  therefore  marched  with  great  fpeed  in  hopes 
of  intercepting  him  ;  but  could  not  prevent  his 
reinforcing  the  garrifon,  and  fupplying  them  with 
plentiful  ftores.  Upon  this  difappointment  he 
advanced  towards  the  city  of  Cars ,  where  Ab- 
dalla  was  encamped,  and  furrounded  with  ftrong 
intrenchments  :  here  he  waited  for  home  time 
in  hopes  of  enticing  the  1  urkijh  general  into 
the  field ;  but,  finding  him  determined  to  avoid 
a  battle,  and  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  attack 
his  camp,  he  led  his  troops  to  Erivan ,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  beiiege  it,  not  doubting  but  that  the 
danger  of  three  principal  cities  would  roufe  Abdalia 
from  his  inactivity . 

Abdalia ,  miftaking  this  motion  for  a  retreat, 
and  imputing  it  to  fear,  led  forth  his  army,  which 
con  lifted  of  feventy  thoufand  horfe,  and  fifty 
thouland  foot,  including  a  large  body  of  janif* 
faries  :  on  the  eighth  of  June  he  reached  a  fpacious' 
plain  near  Erivan,  called  Baghavend ,  where  he 
encamped.  In  the  evening,  Nader  appeared  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  plain  with  no  more  than 
fifteen  thoufand  men  :  he  was  employed  till  mid¬ 
night  in  difpofing  his  forces  to  the  belt  advantage, 
and  in  procuring  information  of  his  enemies’ 
ftrength.  lie  Rationed  his  troops  on  a  riling 
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ground,  and  bade  them  prepare  for  an  aft  ion 
at  day  break  ;  after  which  he  retired  to  his  tent, 
and  flept  for  a  few  hours.  Early  in  the  morning 
he  harangued  the  officers,  reprefenting  to  them 
the  danger  to  which  they  would  be  expofed,  if 
they  failed  to  exert  their  utmoft  valour  and  faga- 
city  on  this  occafion  •,  he  told  them,  that  the 
'Turks  outnumbered  them  eight  to  one,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  but  the  moft  undaunted  courage  on  their  fide 
coutd  preferve  themf elves  from  deftrudlion ,  and  t heir 
country  from  ruin  :  yet  he  bade  them  be  a  fared  of 
victory,  if  they  would  obey  his  orders  and  follow  his 
example ;  for  that  he  dreamed  in  the  night ,  that  a 
furious  beafit  had  rufhed  into  his  tent ,  where,  after 
a  long  fir  aggie,  he  brought  it  to  the  ground  and  flew 
it.  “  With  thefe  omens,  therefore,  faid  he,  of 
“  fuccefs  to  your  arms,  and  confufion  to  your 
“  enemies,  advance  intrepidly  to  the  field ;  where 
«  you  will  fight  under  the  protection  of  that 
u  Power,  who  raifes  his  weakeft  fervants  to 
.«  glory,  and  covers  his  proudeft  oppofers  with 
difhonour.”  He  had  fcarce  ended,  when  Ab¬ 
dulla  marched  againft  him  in  full  array,  with  a 
vaft  train  of  artillery,  and  with  a  know  of  the 
moft  determined  fpirit ;  upon  which  he  gave  the 
word,  and,  defc ending  from  the  eminence,  poured 
into  the  plain  with  great  impetuofity  :  he  at¬ 
tacked  in  perfon  the  right  wing  of  the  Turks , 
whilft  one  of  his  Generals  ftrove  to  break  their 
centre,  and  another  made  a  defperate  attempt 
againft  their  artillery- men,  who  foon  abandoned 
their  charge,  and  left  their  field-pieces,  which 
were  converted  to  their  own  deftruction .  The 
aftion  vras  general  •,  the  Perfians  did  incredible 
execution  with  their  muiketry,  whilft  the  Tur- 
'kifh  cavalry,  galled  with  the  fmartnefs  of  their 
’  fire,  began  to  be  thrown  into  diford er  :  the 
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735.  Regent  fought  in  the  thickeft  ranks,  animating 

48-  his  troops  by  his  example,  and  watching  every 
advantage  that  was  offered  :  at  laft  a  Perfian 
foldier,  named  Rojiam ,  having  met  Abdalla , 
whom  he  knew  by  fight,  feized  the  reins  of  his 
horfe,  and  dragged  him  forcibly  to  the  ground  ; 
where,  having  fevered  his  head  from  his  body, 
he  brought  it  to  Nader,  who  ordered  it  to  be 
raifed  on  a  fpear,  and  fhown  to  the  enemy.  The 
Turks ,  deftitute  of  a  leader,  and  unable  to  re¬ 
cover  their  ranks,  fled  confufedly  to  different 
parts,  leaving ,  fays  the  Perfian  author,  near 
half  their  army  dead  or  wounded, :  the  Governour 
of  Van ,  who  had  retreated  with  his  troops,  was 
intercepted  by  a  body  of  Armenians ,  who  fkir- 
mifhed  with  him,  till  a  detachment  of  the  Per - 
fan  army  came  to  their  afliftance,  and  attacked 
him  fo  furioufly,  that  near  three  thoufand  of  his 
men  were  killed,  and  the  Bafha  himfelf  efcaped 
with  great  difficulty.  Among  the  Turkifh  officers, 
who  were  flain  in  this  engagement,  was  Muftafa , 
Governour  of  Diarbecr ,  a  relation  by  marriage  to 
the  Sultan  Mahmud  ;  the  Regent  fent  his  head, 
together  with  that  of  Abdalla ,  to  the  cities  of 
Erivan  and  Cars ,  with  a  view  of  intimidating 
the  garrifons  with  thofe  bloody  trophies  of  his 
victory  :  he  difpatched  alfo  a  number  of  Turkifh 
prifoners  to  Ganja  and  Teflis ,  in  order  to  inform 
the  inhabitants  of  this  event.  Nader  in  the  mean 
time  encamped  in  the  plain  of  Baghavend ,  where 
he  diftributecl  the  treafures  of  the  enemy  among 
Ills  foldiers,  and  fignally  rewarded  thofe,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  battle  by 
their  valour  or  addrefs. 

The  Governours  of  Ganja  and  Teflis ,  alarmed 
at  the  death  of  Abdalla ,  and  the  defeat  of  his 
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army,  opened  their  gates  to  the  Perfums  at  the  1735- 

beginning  of  July  ;  but  Hujfein ,  the  Bafha  of  * 

Erivah ,  defined  a  refpite  of  forty  days  to  confider 
of  the  fubject,  and  Timur ,  who  had  retreated 
to  Cars ,  exhorted  the  commander  of  that  city 
to  make  an  obftinate  defence.  rIhe  Turkijh  court, 
however,  now  thought  ferioufly  of  a  peace,  and 
gave  Ahmed  full  powers  to  renew  the  negotiations 
with  the  Regent :  his  overtures  were  accepted  ; 
the  cities  of  Cars  and  Eri-van  were  furrendered 
on  the  twentydecond  of  September,  and  all  far¬ 
ther  kojlilities  ceafed  on  both  fide  s’ %  but,  as  Nader 
had  increafed  his  demands,  a  number  of  delays 
intervened,  and  gave  him  leifure  to  regulate  the 
affairs  of  the  province,  which  he  had  recovered  : 
he  fpent  the  three  next  months  in  reducing  the 
favage  nation,  called  Leczd s,  who  infefted  the 
mountains  of  Caucafus  :  his  fuccefs  againft  thefe 
banditti  was  very  rapid  ;  but,  as  his  battles 
with  the  mountaineers  have  nothing  in  them 
either  infirudtive  or  entertaining,  it  will  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  omit  them,  and  to 
prepare  him  for  other  events  of  a  more  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature. 
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SECTION  IV. 


The  fiege  of  Candahar. 


TH  E  following  year  prefents  us  with  the 
moil  remarkable  fcene  in  the  life  of  Nader- 
hull  ;  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  feries  of  noble 
actions,  that  might  have  added  luftre  to  the  molt 
Aiming  characters  of  antiquity.  He  had  now 
reftored  the  kingdom  of  Periia  to  its  former 
fplendour,  he  had  extended  its  limits,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  its  invaders  ;  and  was  forming  a  deiign  of 
retiring  to  his  cattle  of  Kelat,  and  of  patting  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  a  fplendid  retreat,  when 
the  death  of  the  young  king  Abbas  gave  a  new 
turn  to  his  thoughts,  and  awakened  his  natural 
paflions,  the  love  of  dominion,  and  the  defire  of 
conquett.  He  feat  immediate  orders  to  the 
governours  and  principal  men  of  every  province, 
to  attend  a  general  diet,  and  to  repair  with 
all  potilble  hake  to  the  flams  of  Mogan ,  which 
lie  near  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Cyrus  and 
Araxes,  and  which  are  equally  famous  for  their 
vail  extent,  and  their  agreeable  fituation.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  fent  a  great  number  of  inge¬ 
nious  artifts  and  builders  to  the  plains  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  in  order  to  raife  feveral  temporary  palaces, 
for  the  reception  of  the  noblemen  and  com¬ 
manders,  whom  he  had  fummoned.  Thefe  edi¬ 
fices  were  very  flight,  but  extremely  elegant, 
and  confided  of  pavilions,  baths,  temples,  and 
apartments  adorned  in  the  richeft  manner.  Na- 
derkali  marched  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  who 
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were  now  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  their  J.d.i736. 
late  expedition  againft  the  rebels  of  Dagheftan:  Nad’4-9- 
and  on  the  twelfth  of  January  he  encamped  in 
Mogan,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  Perfian  Nobles,  and  found  near 
a  hundred  thoufand  men  affembled  on  the  plains. 

When  the  council  was  formed,  he  opened  to 
them  the  affair  for  which  they  were  fummoned, 
and  bade  them  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  King, 
advifing  them  at  the  fame  time,  to  chufe  one 
* whom  they  knew  to  he  endowed  with  great  and 
noble  qualities .  Mohammed  Maffum,  a  man  of 
an  illuflrious  rank  in  Shiraz,  replied,  that  the 
Ferfians  would  he  ruled  by  no  other  fovereign 
than  their  deliverer  and  protector ,  which  affer- 
tion  was  immediately  confirmed  by  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  every  voice  in  the  affembly.  Nader- 
kuli  refufed  the  offer  of  the  kingly  name  and 
authority,  protefting  that  he  had  never  enter¬ 
tained  the  leaf  hopes  of  the  regal  diadem ,  and 
that  he  was  amply  recompenfed  by '  the  fatisf ac¬ 
tion  he  received  from  the  happy  deliverance  of 
his  country ,  and  the  reduction  of  its  enemies . 

Thefe  affemblies  continued  a  whole  month,  but 
were  always  broken  off,  with  the  fame  offer  of 
the  crown  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  fame  refufal 
of  it  on  the  other  ;  till,  upon  the  prefling  entrea¬ 
ties  of  the  nobles  and  the  populace,  Naderkuli 
confented  to  accept  it,  on  condition  that  they 
would  forfake  the  fed  of  Ali,  and  embrace  that 
of  Omar,  which  he  allured  them  would  be  the 
only  method  to  reflore  the  Perfian  empire  to  its 
ancient  tranquillity.  They  agreed  to  this  pro- 
pofal,  and  an  edict  was  immediately  proclaimed 
for  a  general  conformity  of  religion.  Upon 
Nader?s  acceptance  of  the  diadem,  the  whole 
multitude  feeraed  to  teftify  their  joy  by  the 
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A.D.1716.  loudeft  acclamations.  The  twenty-fixth  of 
iMa  J.49,  y ebruary  was  fixed  for  the  day  of  the  corona¬ 
tion,  which  was  celebrated  with  all  the  mag¬ 
nificence,  that  the  riches  of  the  Eaft  could  fupply, 
and  that  the  fertile  inventions  of  the  bell  ar- 
tifts  could  devife.  That  day,  the  prayers  in  the 
mofques  were  made  in  the  name  of  the  newr 
monarch  ;  and  coins  of  various  forts  were  fixuck 
with  all  his  titles  on  the  one  fide,  and,  on  the  re¬ 
verie,  with  an  Arabick  infeription,  implying  that 
what  had  happened ,  was  the  beji  *.  The  letters 
of  this  fentence  are  numeral,  and,  when  added 
together,  make  eleven  hundred  and  forty -nine ,  the 
year  of  the  Mahometan  epoch  in  which  Nader 
was  railed  to  the  throne  of  Perfia. 


Nader  Shah  began  his  reign  by  allotting  the 
chief  provinces  of  his  Empire  to  proper  go¬ 
vernors.  He  affigned  the  government  of  Kho- 
rafan  to  the  prince  Rizakuli,  and  that  of 
Azarbigian  to  his  brother  Zoheireddoula :  Herat 
was  minified  to  Babakhan  *,  Fars  to  Mohammed 
Taki  of  Shiraz,  and  Shirvan  to  Mahadibeg, 
who  on  this  occafion  was  honoured  with  the 
title  of  Khan .  Thefe  governors  departed  for 
their  refpective  provinces,  and  all  the  Nobles, 
who  attended  the  diet,  were  difmified  with  the 
higheft  marks  of  diftinflion,  and  each  of  them 
was  prefented,  after  the  oriental  manner,  with  a 
filken  robe  interwoven  with  gold.  The  Turkifli 
minifter  alfo  received  leave  to  depart  ;  and 
Abdelbaki,  a  nobleman  of  diftinguiflied  rank 
and  eminent  qualities,  was  fent  to  the  Forte  in 
company  with  Abulcaffem,  the  chief  man  of  the 


*  See  thefe  coins  in  the  Bodleian  library. 
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law,  in  order  to  inform  the  Great  Turk  of  Nader’s  a.d.v 
elevation  to  the  Perfian  throne  ;  for  which  pur-  Nad' 
pofe  an  ambaffador  was  at  the  fame  time  deft 
patched  to  the  court  of  RuJJia.  Nader  Shah  fent 
the  Turk  a  prefent  of  elephants  and  other  eu- 
riofities,  with  a  letter  containing  the  moft  amica¬ 
ble  propofals,  and  expreffing  a  defire  to  eftabiifh, 
a  firm  and  lafting  peace  between  the  two  empires. 

In  the  fame  letter,  he  gave  an  account  of  the  refor¬ 
mation,  which  he  had  made  in  the  religion  of  his 
fubjeds,  and  propofed  the  following  terms  to  the 
Turkiih  court ;  44  that,  as  there  were  four  ortho- 
44  dox  feds  in  the  religion  of  Mahomed,  the  Per- 
44  fians  fhould  be  conlidered  as  the  fifth  fed, 

44  under  the  protedion  of  Jaffer  fon  of  Mohammed 
44  Beer ,  who  was  related  to  the  Prophet,  and  dift 
44  tinguifhed  for  his  excellent  qualities  :  that  a 
44  fifth  pillar  fhould  be  ereded  in  the  mofque  of 
65  Mecca  in  honour  of  the  new  fed  :  that  the 
64  Perfian  pilgrims  fhould  be  conducted  to  Mecca 
46  through  part  of  Syria,  and  that  the  Porte 

44  fhould  fend  a  man  of  rank  and  power  to  defend 

45  them  from  any  infult :  that  the  prifoners  of 
44  both  nations  fhould  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  that 
44  there  fhould  be  a  free  trade  between  the  two 
44  kingdoms  :  that  the  fovereigns  of  both  empires 
44  fhould  appoint  able  and  faithful  minifters,  to 
44  refide  conftantly  at  their  reipedive  courts,  in 
44  order  to  determine  every  important  affair,  and 
44  to  fix  the  peace  between  them  upon  the  fureft 
44  balls. 5  ’  It  feems  difficult  at  firft,  to  affign  a 
reafonable  motive  for  the  propofal  or  the  three 
firft  articles,  but,  on  a  nearer  view,  we  difeover 
the  great  fagacity  and  forefight  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  man  ;  he  certainly  had  no  intentions  of 
maintaining  a  perpetual  peace  with  tne  lurks, 
but  he  was  not  difpofed  to  engage  in  a  war  with 
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a.d.  1736.  them,  while  the  Afgans  were  gathering  Jlrength  in 
Nad.  49.  Qandahar ,  and  while  feveral  revolts  were  break- 
w  out  jn  different  parts  of  the  Empire,  to  the 

fuppreffion  of  which  he  forefaw  a  Turkiih  war 
would  be  a  great  obftacle.  lie  determined,  there¬ 
fore,  to  amufe  them  and  keep  them  in  play,  by 
propofing  terms  of  religion ,  to  which  he  knew  thole 
fuperftitious  zealots  would  never  confent ;  while 
their  refufal  would  at  any  time  fupply  him  with 
a  plaufible  pretence  for  declaring  war,  though 
his  abolition  of  the  fed:  of  Ali  had  deprived  them 
of  their  ufual  pretext  for  being  the  aggrelfors. 
At  this  time,  a  complaint  was  brought  againft 
Alimerdan  governor  of  Endekhod,  who  had  re- 
fufed  to  fubrnit  to  the  royal  mandate,  and  was 
preparing  for  a  revolt :  Nader  Shah  immediately 
lent  a  detachment  to  reduce  him  to  obedience, 
and  they  marched  toward  the  juft  mentioned 
diftrid  by  the  way  of  Badghis. 

1 

On  the  tenth  of  March,  the  feftival  of  Nuruz 
was  celebrated  with  all  the  fplendour  imagina- 
ble  ;  and  feveral  days  were  fpent  in  fhows,  ban¬ 
quets,  and  feftivity.  This  was  the  time  that 
Nader  Shah  had  fixed  for  his  memorable  expe¬ 
dition  againft  Candahar ;  accordingly  he  made 
the  ftrideft  enquiries  concerning  the  ftrength  of 
that  City,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  he  muft  pafs  to  it ;  and,  on  the  fourth  of 
April,  he  marched  towards  Cazvin  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  army.  Near  Carachemen  he  was 
pined  by  Zoheireddoula  with  the  troops  of 
Azarbigian,  whom  he  difpatched,  in  conjundion 
with  the  prince  Nafralla,  to  deftroy  a  tribe  of 
wild  barbarians,  that  inhabited  the  forefts  and 
mountains,  and  were  always  ripe  for  revolt. 
The  two  commanders  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that 

they 
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they  flew  two  thoufand  favages,  with  no  very 
confiderable  lofs  on  their  fide,  and  fo  expediti¬ 
ous,  that  they  reached  Cazvin  as  foon  as  the 
royal  army.  The  Prince  remained  with  his 
father,  but  Zoheireddoula  returned  with  his 
troops  to  Tauris,  the  Capital  of  his  province. 

While  Nader  Shah  was  in  Cazvin,  he  received 
the  agreeable  news  of  the  conqueil  of  Bahrein , 
which  had  long  been  governed  by  an  Arabian 
prince  named  Gebara,  but  "was  then  attacked 
and  taken  by  Mohammed  Taki,  governor  of 
Farfiftan.  About  this  time  a  meffenger  arrived 
from  Dilaver ,  chief  of  the  tribe  of  laimni,  a 
bold  and  treacherous  rebel,  who  had  often  revolt¬ 
ed,  and  as  often  been  received  into  favour  ;  but 
at  laft,  having  committed  Several  acts  of  violence, 
and  being  overpowered  by  the  royal  troops,  he 
fled  to  the  habitation  of  the  Afgans,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  open  arms ;  he  contracted 
an  intimacy  with  Huflein,  prince  of  Candahar, 
who  foon  took  offence  at  his  arrogant  beha¬ 
viour,  and  drove  him  from  the  manfion,  which 
had  been  allotted  him.  ft  his  reduced  him  to 
the  neceflity  of  fending  a  fuppliant  menage  to 
Nader  Shah,  entreating  forgiven  efs  for  his  in- 
folence  and  ingratitude,  and  promifing  to  atone 
for  his  rafhnefs  by  the  moil  perfect  iubmifiion. 
The  prince  Rizakuli  had  already  interceded  in 
favour  of  all  the  revolted  tribes  \  but  the  King, 
divided  between  his  juft  refentment,  and  his 
defire  to  gratify  his  fon,  gave  no  anfwer  at^tnat 
time  to  the  petition,  but  purfued  his  maich  to¬ 
wards  Candahar.  In  his  way  he  refolved S  to 
chaflife  a  more  formidable  rebel,  named  Ainio- 
rad ,  whom  the  favage  nation  of  the  daKiitiai  is 
had  chofen  as  their  leader.  Ihefe  were  a  wiu 
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A.D- 1736. race  of  mountaineers,  that  inhabited  the  rocks 
Nad.  49.  anc[  caverns  in  the  very  heart  of  Perfta,  and 
a}Ways  refuted  to  fubmit  to  a  fuperiour  power. 
As  they  were  very  numerous,  enured  to  war 
from  their  earlieft  youth,  and  naturally  forti¬ 
fied  by  craggy  mountains,  and  thick  woods, 
they  had  often  gained  confiderable  advantages 
over  the  troops  that  were  fent  again  ft  them  y 
efpecialiy,  at  the  time  when  Nader  was  engaged 
in  laying  fiege  to  Erivan.  The  total  reduction 
of  them  was  referved  for  Nader  in  his  regal 
character,  who  fent  feveral  troops  to  attack 
them  on  all  Tides,  and,  having  left  the  care  of 
the  military  ftores  to  the  prince  Nafralla,  fet  out 
on  the  fixth  of  Atiguft,  and  arrived  on  the  fame 
day  at  the  habitation  of  the  rebels.  He  imme¬ 
diately  fent  a  detachment  to  drive  them,  from 
their  retreat  ^  and  the  Bakhtiaris  after  a  fhort 
1  fkirmifli  were  put  to  flight.  The  fugitives  took 
advantage  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and, 
having  paifed  the  river  Lelruk ,  demoliihed  the 
bridge,  and  fled  precipitately  to  the  inmoft  re- 
ceffes  of  the  caverns  and  mountains.  In  the 
morning  Nader  Shah  reached  the  river,  and 
finding  the  bridge  deflroyed,  ordered  it  to  be 
rebuilt  with  all  poffible  expedition.  This  was 
foxxie  obftrucHon  to  his  progrefs ;  but  at  length 
lie  paifed  the  Lelruk ,  and  encamped  on  the 
•  fummit  of  a  mountain ;  whence  he  defpatched 
Ills  troops  on  all  fides,  to  difcover  the  places 
where  the  favages  had  concealed  themfelves.  A 
confiderable  number  of  them  were  found  in 
the  dens  and  caves,  and  about  three  thoufand 
families  were  either  taken  prifoners  or  flain. 
It  happened  in  the  mean  time,  that  Alimorad? 


who  lay  with  a  few  companions  in  the  cavity 
gf  %  fpc k?  wm  diftreffed  for  yvmt  of  water, 
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and,  going  in  fearch  of  it,  paffed  by  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  on  which  the  forces  of  Nader 
Shah  were  encamped.  He  was  difcovered  and 
brought  before  the  king,  who  condemned  him 
to  be  blinded,  and  to  lofe  his  right  ai  m.  and 
leg:  in  this  miferable  fituatiom  he  languiihed 
two  days,  at  the  end  of  which  he  expired.  But 
Nader  Shah  hi  owed  more  lenity  to  the  other 
captives,  whom  he  fet  at  liberty,  and  removed 
to  a  diftant  and  more  acceffible  habitation  : 
at  laft  having  fpent  a  whole  month  in  reducing 
this  barbarous  race,  he  marched  towards  the 
fource  of  the  river  Zenderoud.  Here  he  was  joined 
by  the  prince  Nafralla,  and  advanced  with  him  to¬ 
wards  Ifpahan,  which  he  entered  on  the. fifth  of 
October.  He  flayed^  fome  time  in  this  City, 
in  order  to  relieve  his  army  after  their. fatigue, 
and  to  regulate  fome  affairs  of  his  kingcsom. 

On  the  twelfth  of  November,  he  marched  to¬ 
wards  Candahar  by  the  way  of  Kerman  ;  and 
when  he  reached  Seiftan,  he  intruded  the  bag¬ 
gage  to  the-  care  of  an  approved  officer,  and 
let  out  upon  an  expedition  againft  the  Afgans 
of  the  diftridls  bordering  on  Candahar. 

The  King  left  Seiftan  on  the  twenty-fourthof  ^ 737 
January,  and,  in  fixteen  days,  reached  a  came 
belonging  to  the  Afgans,  which  he  too:v  oy 
ftorin.  He  then  fent  two  detachments,  undu. 
the  command  of  able  officers,  againft  two  ac. 
iacent  forts  \  and  on  the  twelfth  of  Febimuy  ^ 
paffed  the  river  Hirmend .  The  plains  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river  were  naked  and  Dai  mn  , 
as  the  prince  of  Candahar  had  uie  tew.., 
the  forage  on  the  borders  of  his  tenitOi/.  - 
was  a  great  diftrefs  to  the  army,  and  obliged 
them  to  change  their  route,  till,  in  about  Je 
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V-D.i 737.  days,  they  pitched  their  tents  on  the  banks  of  the 
'  s°\  Arghenddb.  Huffein,  having  received  notice  of 
*~~*~~*  their  approach,  refolved  to  make  a  defperate 
attempt,  and  to  attack  the  Perfian  camp  at  mid¬ 
night  $  but  he  was  unfuccefsful,  and,  having  loft 
a  great  number  of  his  men,  retired  in  confufion 
to  Candahar,  The  next  day  Nader  Shah  led  his 
army  over  the  river  Arghendab,  which  at  that 
time  was .  very  rapid  ;  and  marched  with  his 
artillery  to  a  village  about  two  leagues  from 
the  city,  which  he  had  marked  for  deftruc-  * 
tion.  Candahar  was  fortified  on  one  fide  by  a 
mountain,  by  the  foot  of  which  the  Perfians 
marched  with  incredible  order  and  regularity, 
though  they  were  expofed  to  the  fire  from  the 
ramparts.  When  Nader  Shah  had  reached  the 
eaftern  fide  or  the  city,  he  ordered  the  tents  to 
be  pitched,  and  prepared  to  celebrate  the  annual 
feftival  of  the  tenth  of  March.  When  all  the 
ceremonies  were  ended,  he  defpatched  a  felect 
body  of  men  to  attack  a  neighbouring  fort, 
from  which  he  apprehended  fome  danger.  Huf¬ 
fein  was  foon  informed  of  this  defign',  and  fent 
his  principal  officer  Seidal,  to  obftruct  the  pro- 
greis  of  the  Perfians.  Seidal  foon  difcovered 
them  upon  an  eminence,  where  they  had  halted, 
and,  believing  themfelves  in  perfeft  fecurity,  had 
neglected  to  fet  a  guard  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill ;  which  the  Afgans  perceiving,  lay  in  am-? 
bulh  on  the  plain  below,  and  waited  for  a  proper 
opportunity  to  attack  them.  By  a  very  for¬ 
tunate  circumftance,  a  Perfian  prifoner  had 
efcaped  from  the  city,  and  apprifed  Nader  Shah 
f  Huffein’s  projed,  and  SeidaFs  expedition; 

1  upon  which  the  King  fet  out  in  perfon,  and  over- 

tooiv  the  Afgans,  who  fled  at  his  approach  * 
fftBPy  Pf  were  fiaia  in  their  flight,  and 
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thofe  who  efcaped,  retired  with  Seidal  to  a  very  xi>.  1737* 
ft rong  caftle,  where  they  found  Mohammed ,  fin  Nad*  5°- 
of  HuJJein ,  with  feveral  other  chiefs.  Nader  Shah 
returned  to  his  camp,  and  gave  a  confiderable 
prefent  to  the  prifoner  above-mentioned,  who 

had  informed  him  of  Seidai’s  excurfton. 

» ■ 

On  the  thirtieth  of  March,  the  royal  tents 
were  removed  to  a  place  more  convenient  for  a 
defign  which  Nader  had  conceived,  of  building 
a  largye  city  adjacent  to  Candahar ,  and  of  reducing 
Kuflein  to  defpair  by  the  length  of  the  liege. 
Agreeably  to  this  vaft  project,  a  furprifing  num¬ 
ber  of  architects  and  mafons  were  fummoned 
from  all  quarters  of  the  empire,  who  made  fuch 
inconceivable  expedition,  that,  in  a  few  days, 
they  had  laid  the  foundations  of  fumptuous 
edifices,  aqueducts,  baths,  mofques,  {tables,  mar¬ 
kets,  and  houfes  for  the  common  inhabitants  : 
they  contrived  to  turn  a  final!,  but  very  clear, 
river,  called  Torpuk^  through  the  city  \  and  feme 
were  employed  in  finifhing  the  buildings  in  the 
molt  elegant  manner,  whilft  others  were  railing 
a  noble  Citadel,  and  the  reft,  either  decorating 
the  royal  palace,  or  building  the  walls  of  tne 
new  city,  which  was  named  Nader abad?  or  The 
manfion  of  Nader . 

In  the  mean  time  Afhref,  an  Afgan  chief  of 
high  rank,  defer  ted  from  the  fervice  of  Huftein, 
and  was  favourably  received  by  the  Perfian 
monarch.  A  ftiort  time  after,  a  troop  of  Ar- 
gans  made  an  excurfion  towards  the  livei  Ai- 
ghendab,  but  were  repulfed  with  great  lots  : 
after  this  defeat  they  acted  entirely  upon  the 
defenfive,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  leave 

dieir  walls ^  though  Nader  Shah  had  left  the 
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AZ).  1737.  plain  open,  in  hopes  of  enticing  them  to  give 
bim  battle.  Ihis  made  him  determine  to  enclofe 
the  city  of  Candahar  on  all  tides  with  ftrong 
towers,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each 
other :  between  thefe  towers  he  erefted  a  num¬ 
ber  of  batteries,  which  he  was  obliged  to  mul¬ 
tiply,  on  perceiving  that  fome  Afgans  had 
fallied  from  their  gates  at  midnight ;  but,  by 
railing  two  more  batteries  between  each  of  the 
large  towers,  he  totally  precluded  them  from 
the  lead  poflibility  of  palling  his  lines.  At 
the  beginning  of  May  he  received  intelligence, 
that  his  officers  had  taken  the  town  of  Sefa ,  and 
the  cattle  of  Baft ,  the  former  by  ftorm,  and  the 
latter  by  capitulation  ;  upon  which  he  fent  other 
commanders  to  guard  thofe  places,  and  recalled 
thole  who  had  taken  them.  At  the  dole  of  the 
month  the  king  s  wornen  and  the  baggage, 
which  had  been  feparated  from  the  armyinSeiftan, 
arrived  at  Naderabad.  The  cattle,  to  which 
Seidal  had  retired,  was  at  this  time  taken  by  a 
1  ei  flan  commander  named  hnanwir di ,  who 
feized  the  juft  mentioned  Afgan,  with  the  other 
Cillers,  and  the  foil  of  Iiuffein,  and  fent  them  in 
chains  to  the  royal  camp.  It  has  already  been 
related  in  the  preceding  fe&ions,  that  Seidal  had 
ever  been  a  promoter  of  violence  and  fedition  ; 
foi  which  he  was  at  this  time  pmiiflied  with  the 
lofs  of  his  fight :  but  the  fon  of  Iiuffein  was 
treated  with  every  mark  of  kindnefs  and  lenity. 

1 

/ 

While  Nader  Shah  was  endeavouring  to  tire 
out  the  Prince  of  Candahar  by  a  tedious  block- 
ade,  his  fon  Rizakuli  was  enlarging  the  limits 
of  his  province,  and  purfuing  a  courfe  no 
lefs  glorious  than  that  of  his  father.  He  had 
iccovered  Eiidekliod,  and  chaftifed  its  rebellious 

'  governor 
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governor  Alimerdan  ;  he  had  defeated  the  mi-  a.d.ith* 
merous  army  of  Abulhaffan,  Prince  of  Balkb,  fftftjf^ 
whofe  capital  city  he  had  taken,  and  whofe  ter¬ 
ritories  he  annexed  to  the  kingdom  or  Peril  a. 

He  afterwards  paffed  the  river  Oxus  with  twelve 
thoufand  men,  and  put  to  flight  forty  thoufand 
Tartars,  commanded  by  the  Kings  of  Bokhara 
and  Kharezm  \  the  latter  of  whom  fled  Dei  ore 
the  ablion,  while  the  former,  having  loft  a  great 
number  of  his  men,  retired  to  a  flrong  hold 
called  Kerjhi .  While  the  Prince  was  preparing 
to  ftorm  this  caftle,  he  received  from  his  father 
a  magnificent  prefent  of  gold,  beautiful  horfes, 
and  rich  veils,  together  with  a  letter  applauding 
his  valour ,  but  de firing  him  to  clef  ft  ft 
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prefent  from  any  further  hoftilities  againft 
Kina  of  Bokhara .  If  is  not  eafy  to  account  for 
this"  check  to  the  career  of  fo  brave  a  young 
man,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  Nader  Shah  was 
deftrous  of  moderating  the  power  of  his  ion, 
whofe  a&ions  might  poflibly  have  eclipfed  his 
own  ;  or  that  he  wifhed  to  referve  for  himfelf 
the  conqueft  of  Tranfoxan  Tartary,  which  the 
ancient  kings  of  Perliawere  not  able  to  iuodue, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  memorable  war. 
The  Prince,  however,  obeyed  his  command,  and 
repafled  the  Oxus,  which  had  been  fixed,  before 
the  reign  of  Cyrus ,  for  the  boundary  of  the 
Perftan  empire. 

The  blockade  of  Candahar  had  now  lafted  ten 
months  ;  but  the  Afgans,  relying  upon  the  plenty 
of  their  provifions,  which  they  had  been  collect¬ 
ing  for  feveral  years,  and,  deceived  oy  me  Ap¬ 
parent  ftrength  of  their  fituation,  had.  act  ^en 
tertained  the  leaft  thoughts  of  furrendeung  tnui 

pity*  Their  obftinacy  copapelled  the  kmg  ^to 

*  pave 


7  6  The  HISTORY  OF  THE 

A.D.ij'1%,  have  recourfe  to  more  violent  meafures ;  and  he 
made  Preparations  for  a  general  affault  upon  the 
citadel.  In  a  fhort  time  the  Perfians  took  fix- 
teen  towers,  two  of  which  were  built  of  ftone, 
and  fituated  upon  a  craggy  mountain,  which 
commanded  a  view  of  the  whole  town.  The  afi* 
failants,by  the  King’s  order,  carried  their  mortars 
and  cannons  of  a  vaft  fize  over  this  mountain, 
and  planted  them  upon  the  fummit  of  it.  On  the 
next  morning  they  began  to  bombard  the  citadel, 
and  filled  the  garrifon  with  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation  ;  but  a  body  of  Perfians,  attempting  too 
haftily  to  mount  a  breach,  were  repulfed  by  the 
Afgans,  and  two  hundred  of  them  were  either 
killed  or  wounded.  The  tenth  of  March  was 
celebrated  with  the  ufual  folemnities ;  and  on  ■ 
the  twelfth,  four  thoufand  Perfians  were  ordered 
to  lie  concealed  in  different  parts  of  the  moun- 
tain,  and  to  wait  for  a  proper  opportunity  of 
fcaling  the  walls.  The  next  day  a  tower,  called 
Dehdeh ,  was  taken  by  a  company  of  Bakhtiari’s 
who  were  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  Nader  Shah! 

1  liefe  mtr epid  barDanans  paffed  on,  in  defiance 
of  the  Afgans,  and  planted  the  Perfian  enfigns 
on  four  Oiiiei  foitsj  which  opened  a  way  for 
the  folaieis  who  lay  hid  on  the  mountain,  and 
who,  by  the  help  of  fcaling-ladders,  forced  in  a 
fhort  time  the  gates  of  the  citadel ;  whence  they 
poured  like  a  torrent  through  the  city,  and  de- 
ftroyed  all  that  oppofed  them.  Huffein  had 
fcarce  time  to  fly  with  a  few  Afgans,  and  fome 
of  his  women,  to  a  fortrefs  fituated  on  an  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city  :  Nader 
fell  ah  pointed  his  artillery  again!!  this  fortrefs, 
and  had  actually  begun  to  fiorm  it,  when  Hufi* 
*ein,  finding,  himfelf  reduced  to  the  lafl  extre^ 
piity,  lent  Jiis  filler  Zeineb,  a  princefs  of  ex~ 

cellent 
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cellent  virtue,  to  implore  the  clemency  of  the 
conqueror.  Nader  received  her  with  kindnefs, 
and  promifed  to  accept  the  fubmiffion  of  her 
brother.  The  next  cla/y,  Huffein  and  his  family, 
together  with  the  Afgan  commanders  who  had 
efcaped  the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  proftrated 
themfelves  before  the  throne  of  Nader  Shah, 
who  gave  them  their  lives,  and  fent  Huffein 
with  his  fon  Mohammed,  and  all  his  relations, 
to  the  province  of  Mazenderan,  where  he  allotted 
them  a  fettlement.  He  divided  all  the  plunder 
of  the  city  among  his  foldiers,  and  having  or¬ 
dered  the  citadel  of  Candahar  to  be  demoliihed, 
he  appointed  Naderabad  the  Capital  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  gave  the  government  of  it  to  Abdal- 
<^ani,  a  nobleman,  who  had  once  been  fufpected ' 
of  difaffeftion,  but  had  fince  been  reftored  to 
favour.  He  rewarded  Afhref,  who  had  left 
Huffein,  during  the  fiege,  with  the  government 
of  a  caftle,  and  made  him  chief  of  a  tribe  named 
Touki  :  he  felecled  a  company  of  flout  young 
Afgans  for  the  reinforcement  of  his  army,  and 
gave  the  reft  an  habitation  in  tne  dh  trices  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Nifhapour.  This  colony  paffed  the  Ar- 
ghendab  on  the  third  of  April,  and  were  con¬ 
ducted  to  their  new  fettlement  in  Khorafan. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fame  month,  tee 
King’s  ambaffadors  to  the  Porte  arrived  at  Na¬ 
derabad.  They  had  been  received  with  great 
refpect  by  the  Othman  court,  who'  Jiad  fent 
with  them  an  ambaffador,  and  twro  doctors  of 
the  Turkilh  law,  with  a  congratulatory  letter  to 
Nader  Shah  upon  his  elevation  to  the  throne,  in 
which  he  was  defired  to  difpenfe  with  the  two 
articles  propofed  by  him,  concerning  toe  fifth 

pilar  in  the  temple  of  Mecca,  and  me  marc  a  o, 
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XD.173S.  the  P erf  1  an  pilgrims  through  Syria .  They  allured 
^lim5  u  that  the  firft  would  be  a  dangerous 
“  innovation,  and  that  the  fecond  v/ould  be  at- 
“  tended  with  infinite  trouble  ;  but  that  if  he 
“  would  fuffer  the  pilgrims  to  take  the  route  of 
4C  Irak,'  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad  fhoukl  make 
£C  the  roads  commodious  for  their  progrefs,  and 
66  fhould  provide  every  thing  neceffary  for  their 
“  fecurity  and  convenience/5  The  Great  Turk’s 
letter  was  accompanied  with  a  prefent  of  va¬ 
luable  rarities,  and,  among  the  reft,  of  fome  fine 
Arabian  horfes  with  trappings  of  gold.  Nader 
Hi  owed  all  imaginable  marks  of  diftinction 
to  the  Turkifh  minifters,  and  prefented  each  of 
them  with  an  ermine  robe,  and  a  beautiful  horfe 
richly  caparifoned.  hie  difcourfed  with  them 
publickly  upon  the  two  articles  in  queftion,'  and 
told  tnem  he  hoped  to  prevail  with  their  court 
to  confent  to  the  ratification  of  them  :  in  order  to 
prels  this  point,  he  named  an  able  minifter 
his  ambaflador  to  the  Porte,  who  departed  cn 
the  ninth  of  May ,  in  company  with  the  three 
lurks  above-mentioned. 
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SECTION  V. 

The  expedition  into  India. 

*  ^  ^  >  .  '  ■  -  •  •  '  '  .  .  \ 
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AS  foon  as  Nader  had  determined  to  extir-  a.d.ih%. 

pate  the  whole  race  of  the  Afgans,  he  >Jad-  51* 
lent  an  ambaffador  to  the  Indian  court,  with 
an  earned:  requeft  to  the  Great  Mogul  Moham¬ 
med,  that  he  would  prevent  the  fugitives  of  that 
nation  from  finding  a  retreat  in  his  dominions . 

The  Mogul  received  the  Perfian  ambailador 
with  every  mark  of  refpecl,  and  difrniffed  him 
with  a  promife,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  flight  of  the  Afgan  rebels ,  and  that 
he  would ,  for  that  purpofe,  fend  frejh  fupplies  to 
the  governors  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Perjia. 

Some  time  after,  a  Perfian  nobleman  was 
lent  upon  an  embaffy  to  India,  in  order  to  re¬ 
new  the  fame  requeft  ;  and  he  returned  with 
a  repetition  of  the  fame  promife  :  but,  during 
the  liege  of  Candahar,  a  great  number  of  Afgans 
fled  towards  Cabul  and  Gazna,  without  any 
obftruciion  from  the  Indians  of  fchofe  provinces. 

A  detachment  of  Perftans  was  ordered  to  purine 
them,  but  they  made  no  very  considerable 
Daughter,  as  they  had  been  ftridtly  forbidden  to 
pafs  the  frontiers  of  the  Indian  empire,  ^  and 
enjoined  to  do  no  injury  to  the  fubjecis  of  the 
Mogul.  In  the  mean  time  the  Afgans  were 
fly  in  O’  by  troops  to  the  provinces  juft  mentioned  ; 
and  it  was  foon  difcovered,  that  no  fiep  toad  been 
taken  by  the  Indian  monarch  towards  intercepting 
them  in  their  progrefs .  Nader  Shah  way  liign-) 
irritated,  to  find  his  great  defigns  battled  y 
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J.ij.rjiz.  the  indolence  of  a  perfidious  ally,  who,  with- 
out  anP  re§ard  to  a  repeated  promife,  had  al¬ 
lowed  a  fafe  harbour  to  the  moft  dangerous 
enemies  of  the  Perfian  Empire.  He  had  the 
moderation,  however,  to  fupprefs  or  diftemble 
'  hk  refentment,  and  to  fend  a  third  ambafiador 
to  the  Great  Mogul,  who  arrived  at  Dehli  on 
the  fecond  oj  May  in  the  preceding  year ,  where 
he  had  ilrict  orders  to  hay  only  forty  days  :  but 
the  Indian  minifters  made  no  reply  to  his  re- 
monftrances,  and  conftantly  eluded  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  be  difmiffed  with  a  fatisfadory  anfwer. 
A  whole  year  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  this  ambafiador ;  and  Nader  Shah,  pro¬ 
voked  beyond  exprefiion  at  this  delay,  lent  a 
pofitive  command  to  him  to  return  immediately , 
either  with  the  Mogul's  anfwer ,  or  without  it  : 
we  can  afiign  no  other  reafon  for  Nader’s  expe¬ 
dition  into  India ,  than  the  infult  he  had  received 
iroin  the  fovereign  and  minifters  of  that  empire  ; 
and  probably  he  had  no  intention  at  firft  to 
advance  as  far  as  Dehli.  His  great  objed  was 
to  reduce  the  Afgans  to  an  entire  fubjedion, 
which  could  never  be  effeded,  while  they  were 
permitted  to  lie  concealed  in  India,  whence  at 
any  time  they  might  rufli  in  fwarms  upon  the 
borders  or  his  dominion.  Accordingly,  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  he  pafted  a  rivulet  called 
Mekhor ,  which  was  the  common  boundary  of 
the  Perfian  and  Indian  empires,  and  march¬ 
ed  towards  Gazna,  the  Capital  of  Zahtefian . 
The  governor  and  chief  men  of  the  city, 
finding  themfelves  unable  to  oppofe  him,  gave 
him  an  immediate  admiftion  within  their  walls, 
and,  after  the  Aftatick  manner,  accompanied 
their  offers  of  fervice  with  many  valuable  pre- 
fents.  A  few  days  after  this,  Nader  Shah  ad- 
3  '  vanced 
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advanced  towards  Cabul,  and,  in  the  courfe  A.D.tjW* 
of  his  march,  deftroyed  a  confiderable  number 
of  Afgans,  who  lurked  in  the  mountains  ;  but 
felecfted  thoie,  who  had  either  youth  or  vigour* 
and  enlifted  them  in  his  cavalry :  in  thefe  vic¬ 
tories  he  received  no  little  alliftance  from  the 
valour  of  his  fon  Nafralla,  who  made  an  excur- 
lion  in  the  diftrifts  of  Baniian  and  Gorbend \ 
and  returned  with  a  great  increafe  of  glory. 

Upon  Nader  Shah’s  approach,  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Cabul  came  in  a  body,  and  offered  to 
give  him  a  reception  in  their  city  fuitable  to  his 
dignity  :  but  they  had  made  this  offer  without 
the  Confent  of  the  governor  and  the  commander 
of  the  city,  who  refufed  to  admit  the  Periian 
army,  and  were  preparing  to  fuftain  a  liege* 

When  the  Perlians,  therefore,  began  to  pitch 
their  tents  near  the  walls,  the  garrifon  fallied 
out  and  attacked  them  with  fury  k,  but  they 
were  repulfed  with  great  lofs,  and  faved  therm 
felves  by  a  precipitate  retreat*  Nader  Shah  was 
foon  informed  of  their  infolence,  and  ordeied 
fome  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  planted  againft  the 
citadel  :  the  Indians  made  a  bold  refiftance 
againft  a  continued  fire  of  feverai  days,  but  were 
forced  at  laft  to  furrender  at  difcretion. 

r  » 

The  Periian  army  lay  encamped  in  the  plains  of 
Cabul  till  the  middle  of  June  ;  in  which  interval 
Nader  Shah  fent  an  expoftulatory  letter  to  the 
Mogul,  containing  a  fuccind  narrative  of  the 
a  front  he  had  received ,  of  his  refolution  to 
chajlife  the  infolence  of  the  Afgans ,  and  of.  the 
obftrudion  made  to  his  progrefs  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Cabul ;  he  declared,  that  he  had 
Jlridly  inhibited  the  leaf  ad  of  violence  from 
his  fiddlers ,  and  that  he  defired  nothing  fo  much 
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A.JJ.  1738.  as  the  continuance  of  their  mutual  friendjhip , 
51  *  This  letter  was  intruded  to  an  envoy,  who  fet 
011t  for  Dehli  attended  by  feveral  chiefs  of  Ca- 
bul,  who  were  enjoined  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
his  affections  :  but,  when  they  reached  Gel  a- 
labad ,  the  governor  of  that  place  put  the  Per - 
fian  envoy  to  death,  and  compelled  the  chiefs  of 
Cabul  to  return .  Nader  Shah  could  no  longer 
brook  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  injuries,  but  marched 
with  great  rapidity  towards  Gelalabad,  and,  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  July,  encamped  at  Kende - 
'mac,  a  place  remarkable  for  the  ferenity  of  its 
air,  and  the  beauties  of  its  fituation.  From 
this  place  he  detached  a  body  of  Periians  againfl 
Gelalabad,  who  entered  the  city  without  oppo¬ 
sition  on  the  tenth  of  Augud  :  but  the  governor 
.  Mir  Abbas,  confcious  of  his  crime,  and  fearing 
the  punifliment  due  to  it,  retreated  to  a  fortrefs 
dtuated  on  a  mountain  of  very  difficult  accefs.. 
The  Perfians  attacked  his  intrenchments,  and 
took  the  fort  by  affault :  Mir  Abbas  was  killed, 
tog-ether  with  the  Indians  that  attended  him, 

O  #  A 

and  his  family  were  fent  in  chains  to  the  royal 
camp. 

«  w  y.  ..  .  .y  -  ,  -  1  j  ‘  ','S  *  .  •  '  -  nf 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  the 
prince  Rizakuli,  who  had  been  fummoned  from 
his  province,  arrived  at  Gelalabad,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  father  with  every  mark  of  affection 
and  applaufe.  Nader  Shah  fpent  feveral  days 
in  reviewing  the  prince’s  army,  and  having 
imparted  to  him  his  defign  of  penetrating  into 
the  heart  of  the  Indian  empire,  appointed  him 
Regent  of  Perjia ,  with  the  full  power,  during 
Ins  abfence,  of  railing  or  denoting  governors, 
and  of  acting  as  he  judged  belt  for  the  fafety 
and  dignity  of  the  kingdom.  The  prince  was 
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permitted  to  wear  a  diadem,  with  the  plume  A.b.  173; 8 . 
of  feathers  on  the  right  fide,  after  the  regal  man-  51 'j 
ner,  and  on  the  eighth  of  October  he  returned 
with  great  pomp  to  the  feat  of  his  regency. 

A  few  days  after,  the  Perfian  army  marched  to 
the  eaft  of  Geialabad,  and  halted  in  the  Ration 
of  Rikab ,  where  Nader  Shah  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  a  formidable  army,  that  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  oppofe  him.  Najferkhan ,  governor  of 
Cabiil,  had  affembled  a  confiderable  body  of 
Afgans  and  Indians,  and  was  refolved  to  dis¬ 
pute  with  the  Perfian  invaders  the  paffage  of 
Peijhor ,  which  was  alfo  defended  by  a  Prong 
cattle.  Upon  this  information,  Nader  left  the 
artillery  with  the  prince  Nafralla,  and  advanced 
with  great  celerity  towards  Peifhor  ;  the  next 
day,  after  a  rapid  march,  he  reached  the  army 
of  Naffer,  who  were  fo  amazed  at  the  incredible 
hafte  of 'the  Perfians,  that  their  courage  and 
refolution  wholly  forfook  them  :  their  ranks 
'  were  broken  in  an  inttant,  and  thole  only  efeaped 
the  fword,  who  had  recourfe  to  a  precipitate 
flight.  Naffer,  and  feveral  Indian  chiefs,  were 
taken  prifoners ;  and  their  camp  was  entirely 
pillaged  :  the  captives  were  kept  under  a  dole 
confinement,  and  the  plunder  was  diftributed 
to  the  Perfian  foldiers.  After  this  victory  tne. 
fortrefs  of  Peifhor  was  eafily  taken,  and  the 
King  ffayed  feveral  days  in  the  adjacent  plains, 
in  order  to  refrefli  his  troops,  and  to  wait  xor 
the  arrival  of  the  prince  Nafralla. 

In  this  interval,  Nader  Shah  received  ri  piece 
of  news,  which  gave  him  the  bigheft  aniicaon# 

Elis  brother  Zoheireddoula  had  undei taken  to 
chattife  a  tribe  of  Leczies,  that  warlike  and 
mutinous  race  of  banditti,  who  inhabited  t  le 
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a.d.  173?.  mountains  and  deferts,  and  lived  in  a  perpetua 
Nad,  ji .  degance  Gf  any  fuperiour  power.  He  was  at  firft 
~  extremely  fuccefsful,  and,  having  gained  fome 
fignal  advantages  over  the  Leezies,  and  fet  fire 
to  their  tents,  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  ex¬ 
tirpating  the  whole  tribe  :  but  thofe  bold  free¬ 
booters,  who  had  been  taught,  by  a  long  courfe 
of  rapine,  to  prafiife  every  art  of  deceit,  had 
recourfe  to  a  ftratagem,  which  proved  the  ruin 
of  the  Perfian  troops,  and  occafioned  the  death 
of  their  commander.  They  appeared  in  order 
of  battle,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Perfians, 
and,  having  enticed  them  to  advance  very  far 
in  the  foreft,  they  pretended  to  fiy  with  every 
appearance  of  difmay  and  cenfufion ;  but, 
inftead  of  dying  onward,  they  returned  on 
each  fide  through  narrow  pafies  of  the 
mountains,  whence  they  poured  down  upon  the 
Perfians,  who  were  eager  in  their  purfuit.  In 
this  encounter,  Zoheireddoula  was  killed  by  a 
mufket-fhot,  and  his  troops  were  entirely  de¬ 
feated.  There  was  nothing  more  remarkable  in 
the  life  of  this  prince,  than  the  continual  feries 
of  misfortunes  in  which  it  was  involved.  He 
feems  to  have  had  no  fliare  of  that  enterprifing 
genius,  which  fo  highly  diftinguifhed  his  bro¬ 
ther,  and  to  have  been  guided  by  a  ftar  directly 
oppofite  to  that,  which  attended  Nader  in  has 
molt  daring  attempts.  He  was  rafh  and  in- 
considerate  in  his  projects,  but  wanted  neither 
vigour  nor  intrepidity  in  the  execution  of  them. 

Nader  Shah  had  no  time  at  prefen t  for  fruit- 
Iefs  grief,  and,  having  appointed  a  governor  of 
Azarbigian  in  the  place  of  his  brother,  and  fent 
troops  to  avenge  his  death,  he  led  has  army 
towards  the  province  of  Labor,  and  conducted 
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them  fafely  over  the  Jive  branches  of  the  uver 
Indus ,  which  at  that  feafon  were  fwoln  with 
the  rains,  and  flowed  with  the  moft  rapid  cur¬ 
rent.  A  numerous  army  was  afiembled  on  the 
oppofite  banks,  under  the  command  of  Zekaria, 
governor  of  Lahor  :  but  whether  they  weje 
alarmed  at  the  fwift  progrefs  and  formidable 
appearance  of  the  P eriians,  or  confounded  at 
their  furpriflng  paflage  over  the  Indus,  they 
retreated  with  a  mixture  of  terrour  and  afto- 
nifhment.  As  Nader  Shah  continued  to  advance 
towards  the  city  of  Lahor,  7 ekaria  fent  an 
officer  of  rank,  with  a  conflderable  prefent,  to 
implore  his  clemency,  and  to  promiie  the  itrkteii 
fubmiffion.  This  meffenger  had  a  favourable 
reception,  and  Zekaria,  having  received  many 
marks  of  diftindtion,  was  confiimed  m  is  go 
vernment  of  Lahor.  At  the  fame  time  a  ei 
was  admitted  into  favour,  and  returned,  by  the 
permiffion  of  his  conqueror,  to  the  capital  ot 

his  province. 


In  the  mean  while,  the  Great  Mogul  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  obftrudt  the  progrefs  of  thefe  victo¬ 
rious  invaders  ;  he  had  marched  twenty  \e 
leagues  from  the  metropolis  of  his  empire,  ana 
Jay  encamped  on  the  plain  of  harm ?/,  W1  an 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  Indians,  and  two  thou- 
fancl  armed  elephants:  the  reft  of  ffis  veiy  nu 
merous  forces  were  making  all  poffi  e  a  e  ^ 
join  him,  and  were  commanded  by  the  molt 
illuftrious  princes  of  India.  It  was  not  long 

before  Nader’s  emifTaries  gave  him  a^ui[a^c0V ‘  f 
of  Mohammed’s  fltuation  ;  upon  which  he  lett 
Lahor,  and  arrived  at  Serhmd  on  the  eighth  o 
January,  whence  he  defpatched  fix 

Perfians  to  examine  the  Indian  camp,  w 
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4.  d.  j  7  3  9 .  mar  died  towards  it  with  the  reft  of  his  army, 
Nad.  52.  On  the  tenth  he  reached  Amhala ,  about  thirty 
%*f**y™**J  miles  from  Karnal ;  and,  in  the  fame  riight,  the 
detachment  fell  upon  the  Mogul’s  camp,  and, 
having  llain  or  taken  prifoners  a  great  number 
*  of  the  guards,  retreated  to  Azimabad ,  where 
they  were  joined  on  the  fourteenth  by  the 
royal  forces.  Nader  was  informed  by  the  In¬ 
dian  prifoners,  that  the  -plain  of  Karnal  was  de ■? 
fended  on  the  e after n  and  wefcern  fides  by  a  broad 
‘  river  *  and  a  very  thick  for  eft ,  that  the  intrench- 
pients  of  Mohammed  were  guarded  by  three  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery ,  and  that  he  was  waiting  for 
the  vajl  armies  of  the  Vizir ,  his  commander  in 
chief  and  his  other  minifters .  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  Perftans  continued  their  march,  and 
pitched  their  tents  fix  miles  from  the  Mogul’s 
.camp  ;  towards  which  Nader  made  an  excur- 
fion,  and  returned  after  an  exact  furvey  of  it. 
Tie  then  advanced  to  the  eaft  of  Karnal,  and, 
arriving  at  a  large  plain  about  a  league  from  the 
Indians,  he  encamped  in  a  very  advantageous 
fituation.  In  the  evening  he  had  intelligence, 
that  Saadet,  an  Indian  prince  of  very  high 
rank,  was  flattening  to  join  Mohammed  with 
thirty  thoufand  men.  It  was  too  late  to  inter¬ 
cept  this  reinforcement,  which  reached  Karnal 
at  midnight :  but  a  troop  of  Perftans,  who  had 
been  lent  for  that  purpofe,  attacked  the  rear  of 
the  Indians,  and  plundered  the  baggage  of  Saa¬ 
det.  This  lofs  exafperated  that  imprudent  Ge¬ 
neral  to  the  higheft  degree,  and  drove  him  to 
the  fatal  refolution  of  advancing  the  next  day 
.  againft  Nader  Shah,  without  confldering  the 
difadvantage  of  aiding  offen/ively  againft  an 
invading  enemy ,  who  might  oiherwife  have 

been  reduced  to  great  extremities  in  a  country 
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fo  little  known  to  him ,  or  compelled  to  fight 
upon  very  unequal  terms  :  but  Mohammed 
and  the  Indian  princes,  who  had  been  foftened 
by  a  life  of  luxury  and  indolence,  deceived  by 
the  vaft  number  of  fcheir  forces,  and  wholly 
void  of  experience  in  military  affairs,  deter¬ 
mined  to  venture  on  a  battle,  and  haftened  to 
the  fupport  of  Saadet,  with  a  vain  confidence 
of  vktory.  They  were  foon  joined  by  Khan- 
dour  an,  commander  in  chief,  Nezamelmolc,  prince 


of 


Decan,  Kamreddin ,  the  Grand  Vizir 


anc 


many  other  able  generals',  at  the  head  of  very 
numerous  armies,  divided  into  three  bodies, 
which  extended  to  an  amazing  length  on  the  field 

,  .  -  O  -  o 

or  battle.  Nader  Shah  was  fo  far  from  being; 
diiheartened  at  the  fight  of  this  formidable  ar¬ 
mament,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  been  animated 
beyond  his  ufual  degree  of  courage  :  he  knew, 
that  an  army  of  fcft  and  enervated  Indians  were 
little  able  to  oppoie  the  hardy  troops,  whom 
he  had  trained  to  arms  by  the  moil  excellent 
difcipline,  and  allured  to  engage  with  more  ar¬ 
dour  than  ever,  by  the  hopes  of  iharing  the  fpoils 
of  fo  rich  a  kingdom  ;  he  perceived  the  folly  of 
his  adverfaries,  in  bringing  to  the  field  fuch  en¬ 
ormous  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  they  were  un¬ 
able  to  conduct  with  fkill,  and  in  depending 
upon  the  number  of  their  elephants*  which 
could  not  fail  to  diftrefs  and  impede  them  in 
a  general  action. 

Thefe  confiderations  gave  him  fuch  an^  afTu- 
rfince  of  fuccefs,  that  lie  ordered  Nafraila  to 
flay  behind  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  arid 
lery,  and  rallied  with  a  wild  impetuofity  jupoi 
the  Indians.  The  fliock  was  equally  violent 

oji  both  Ikies,  but  the  two  armies  were  con- 
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*Nad T  7  3 9 ’  d^ed  with  a  very  different  fpirit ;  for  while  the 
Perfmns  were  able,  with  very  little  impediment, 
to  feize  every  advantage  that  prefented  itfelf, 
their  enemies  were  quickly  thrown  into  confu- 
fion5  and  would  have  made  but  a  fhort  refiftance, 
if  fo  unwieldy  a  body  could  even  have  retreated 
with  ipeed.  After  a  fcene  of  havock  and  diford er 
for  five  hours,  the  prince  Saadet,  who  had  been 
the  firff  to  take  the  field,  was  the  firfi:  to  leave 
it  ;  and  his  troops  by  their  fudden  flight 
imparted  a  general  terrour  to  Mohammed,  and 
his  mimfters,  who  retired  in  haffe  to  their  camp 
at  Ivarnal,  and  depended  for  their  fafety  on  the 
ftrength  of  their  intrenchments.  The  rout  qf 
the  Indian  army  foon  became  univerfal ;  the  two 
nephews  of  Saadct,  who  were  mounted  upon  the 
fame  elephant,  were  taken  prifoners  ;  Khandou- 
ran  received  a  wound,  of  which  he  died  the 
next  day  ;  and  ten  princes  of  eminent  rank, 
with  an  hundred  nobjes  and  officers  of  diftineftion, 
and  thirty  thouiand  oi  their  foldiefs  were  flain 
in  the  action ;  a  great  number  qf  Indians  were 
made  captives,  and  all  their  elephants,,  horfes, 
and  inftruments  of  war  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  conquerors. 

After  this  victory,  Nader  Shah  advanced  to 
the  camp  of  Mohammed,  which  he  found 
io  ftrongly  fortified,  that  he  could  not  at¬ 
tack  it  with  advantage,  but  thought  it  more 
prudent  to  enclofe  it  on  all  fides,  ajid  to  diftrefs 
the  Indians,  who  were  almofl:  deflitute  of  pro- 
vifions,  by  a  continual  blockade:  on  the  third  day 
aftei  this,  the  miniffers  of  Mohammed,  finding 
it  impoffible  either  to  exifi:  in  that  confinement 
or  to  efcape  from  it,  prevailed  with  him  to  pre- 
i  bis  WA?  at  the  expence  of  his  kingdom,  and. 
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by  refigning  his  diadem,  to  calm  the  refentment  A.D.  1739. 
of  the  conqueror.  The  great  Mogul  perceived 
the  neceffity  of  this  expedient,  and  left  his  in- 
trenchments,  attended  only  by  the  prince  of 
Pecan,  the  grand  vizir,  and  his  other  nobles. 

When  Nader  Shah  was  informed  of  his  approach 
in  this  fubmiffive  manner,  he  fent  the  prince 
Nafralla  to  meet  him,  and  himfelf  received  him 
at  the  door  of  his  tent,  where  he  took  him  by 
the  hand  With  great  mildmfs ,  and  placed  him  by 
his  fide  on  the  ) throne .  Mohammed  refigned  his 
crown  in  form,  and  was  treated,  on  that  day  and 
the  next,  as  a  gueft  in  tne  Perfian  camp,  where 
he  received  every  dcmonftration  of  refpect.  On 
the  firft  of  February,  Nader  Shah  advanced  to¬ 
wards  Dehli ;  and  on  the  feventh,  he  encamped 
in  the  gardens  of  Shalehmah ;  where  Mohammed 
obtained  leave  to  enter  the  city,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  palace  for  the  reception  of  his  van- 
quifher.  Nader  followed  him  on  the  ninth  ;  and 
was  conducted  to  a  magnificent  edifice,  built  by 
the  Mogul  Shahgehan,  which,  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  was  decorated  with  every  ornament,  that 
the  treafury  of  Mohammed  could  flip  ply.  I  hat 
unfortunate  monarch,  finding  himfelf  reduced 
to  the  condition  of  a  private  nobleman,  pie- 
pared  to  attend  his  conqueror  with  the  lowed: 
marks  of  fubmifiion  :  but  Nader  Shah  fcon  raifed 
him  from  the  Rate  of  dejection  into  which  he 
was  funk,  by  declaring  that  he  would  reinfiate 
him  on  the  throne  of  his  ancejlors ,  and  that-  h 
would  repair  the  late  breach  in  their  friendfip , 
by  maintaining  a  perpetual  alliance  with  t  oe 
Indian  empire,  and  by  giving  him  a  fure  fupport 
upon  every  exigence  :  but  that  he  wou.d  fay 
feme  time  at  Dehli ,  to  refref  his  army  after 
their  long-  expedition ,  The  Mogul  was  fo  pene- 
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739-  trated  with  this  unexpected  act  of  generality, 
52'  that  he  expreffed  his  gratitude  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  and  having  ftripped  his  treafury  of  the 
nip  ft  valuable  jewels  and  curioiities  that  were 
repofited  in  It,  he  brought  them  as  a  prefent  to 
Nader  Shah.  Thefe  treafures  con  lifted  of  rich 
vales  adorned  with  gems,  vaft  heaps  of  gold  and 
ftlver  in  coin  and  ingots,  with  a  great  variety  of 
fumptuous  furniture.,  thrones,  and  diadems  : 
among  the  reft  was  the  famous  throne  in  the 
form  of  a  peacock,  in  which  the  pearls  and  pre¬ 
cious  ftones  were  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
imitate  the  colours  of  that  beautiful  bird,  and 
which  was  faid  to  be  worth  two  millions  and  a 
half  fterling.  The  princes  and  minifters  of  the 
Indian  court  followed  the  example  of  their  king, 
and  vied  with  each  other  in  making  prefects-  to 
Nader  Shah,  who  received  in  this  manner  about 
nine  million  three  hundred  and  fen enty -fine  thoufiand 
founds ,  excluftve  of  the  jewels,  gold,  and  va¬ 
luable  pieces  of  furniture,  which  muft  have 
amounted  to  more  than  double  that  fum. 


On  the  thirteenth  of  March,  when  all  affairs 
feemed  to  be  calm  and  peaceful,  a  very  unfor¬ 
tunate  event  had  almoft  caufed  a  fatal  reverfe 
in  the  fortunes  of  Nader,  and  compelled  him 
'  to  preferve  the  fruits  of  his  victory,  by  an 
action  no  lefs  horrid  than  neceffary.  Two 
Indian  noblemen  of  confiderable  rank  raifed  a 
violent  fedition  in  the  night,  and  inflamed  the 
multitude  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  ruihed  with 
a  mad  rage  upon  the  Perflans,  who  were  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  city,  and,  having  flain  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them,  ran  to  the  liable  of  the  royal  ele¬ 
phants,  and  put  their  keeper  to  death.  When 
Nader  Shah  was  apprifed  of  this  tumult,  he  or¬ 
dered 


Life  of  NADER  SHALL  91 

dered  his  officers  to  ad:  wholly  upon  the  defen-  A.Dy 739- 
live  during  the  remainder  of  the  niuht ;  and  in  iV3X1'52\ 
the  morning,  finding  the  riot  rather  increaled 


than  abated,  and  fenfible  of  his  own  danger,  if  the 
Indian  army  fihould  revolt  and  join  the  rioters, 
he  gave  orders  for  a  general  m adhere  in  that 
part  of  the  city,  where  the  fedition  firft  broke 
out.  Upon  thefe  orders  the  enraged  Perfians 
deftroyed  all  they  met,  and  demolifhed  every 
building  by  which  they  paffed  :  this  dreadful 
carnage  lafted  feveral  hours,  and  when  the 
richeft  edifices  in  Dehli  were  levelled  with  the 
ground,  and  near  thirty  thoufand  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  fiain,  the  Great  Mogul  and  his  niinifters 
interceded  with  Nader  for  the  pardon  of  the 
other  citizens  ;  they  entreated  him  to  moderate 
his  refentment ,  which  they  allowed  to  be  juft, 
and  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  punijhment  he  had 
inflicted  upon  the  guilty ,  without  Jhedding  the 
blood  of  the  innocent .  Nader  Shah  complied 

with  their  requeft,  and  gave  immediate  orders 
for  a  ceffation  of  the  mafia  ere  ;  but  he  was 
determined  to  chaftife  the  authors  of  the  fedition, 
who  had  fled  with  about  four  hundred  of  their 
affociates  to  a  fortrefs  not  far  from  the  city. 
Two  Indian  minifters  were  charged  with  the 
odious  office  of  putting  their  countrymen .  to 
death  :  thefe  unfortunate  men,  whofe  precipi- 
rafhnefs  had  brought  fuch  a  number  of 


tate 


their  fellow-citizens  to  deftunftion,  .were  taken 
after  a  fhort  refiftance,  and  fuffered  the  pnniih- 
ment  which  their  folly  deferved,  though  their 
good  defign,  perhaps,  might  give  them  a  claim 

to  better  fuccefs. 

After  a  feene  of  fuch  terrain  and  confternation, 

it  will  juftly  fee  in  furprifing  that  there  fhould 
-  •  be 


92  The  HISTORY  of  the 

-  jS.d.  1739.  be  any  room  in  die  breafts  of  the  Indians  for  mirth 
Nad.  52.  ancj  entertainment,  yet  fuchwas  their  infatuation, 
that,  in  about  ten  days  after  the  maffacre,  the  nup¬ 
tials  of  Prince  Nafralla  with  a  daughter  of  the 
Mogul  were  celebrated  with  all  the  marks  of 
joy  and  feftivity.  Mohammed  prefented  his  fon- 
in-law  with  a  rich  veft  almoft  covered  with  pearls 
and  diamonds,  with  fix  elephants,  and  as  many 
beautiful  horfes  with  faddles  and  trappings  of 
gold,  enriched  with  precious  hones:  and  a  whole 
week  was  fpent  in  banquets,  fhows,  pageants, 
and  diverfions  of  every  kind,  among  which  were 
the  battles  of  wild  beafts,  which  are  trained  by 
the  Indians  for  that  purpofe.  Nader  Shah  in  the 
mean  time  gave  an  ample  recompenfe  to  his  army 
for  their  faithful  fervices  ;  and,  befides  the  valua¬ 
ble  prefents  which  he  diftributed  among  his 
officers,  he  affigned  a  largefs  of  above  twelve 
founds  to  every  private  foldier* *:  and,  that  his 
fu bj eels  in  general  might  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
conqueft,  he  ordered  it  to  be  proclaimed  through 
all  the  provinces  of  Perfia,  that  they  fhould  pay 
no  kind  of  tax  for  the  fpace  of  three  years.  As 
he  was  now  preparing  to  leave  India,  he  con¬ 
vened  an  affembly  of  all  the  princes  and  minifters 
of  the  Mogul’s  court,  and  with  his  own  hand 
replaced  the  imperial  diadem  on  the  head  of  Mo¬ 
hammed,  and  helped  him  to  afeend  the  throne, 
which  he  had  received  from  his  progenitors  : 
after  this  he  harangued  the  Indian  Minifters,  and 
gave  them  the  moft  falutary  advice  for  the  welfare 


» 

*  An  illuftrious  french  writer  ( Montefq .  Conjider.  fur  la 
Grandeur  des  Remains)  fuppofes,  that  Nader  Shah  gave  no 
jnore  than  twelve  pounds  to  each  of  his  foldiers,  left,  by 
growing  rich  with  the  fpoils  of  India ,  they  fhould  fink 
Into  foftnefs  and  luxury. 
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df  their  country,  enjoining  them  to  obey  in  every  AX ‘.173* 
refped  the  commands  of  their  firefent  foveretgn . 
Mohammed  expreffed  a  moll  graceful  feme  of 
thefe  favours,  aud  entreated  Nader  to  accept  of 
all  the  provinces  lituated  on  the  other  tide  or  the 
river  Atok,  together  with  thofe  of  Sind  and 
Tata,  and  their  dependencies.  1'he  King  of 
perfia  was  glad  to  annex  thefe  provinces  to  his 
empire,  as  "they  were  advantageoufly  fituated, 
and  as  fome  of  them  had  been  formerly  con- 
fidered  as  part  of  Khorafan  : .  he  therefore  readily 
accepted  the  prefent ;  and  the  Mogul  made  a 
ceflion  in  form  of  the  territories  juft  mentioned. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May  Nader  Shah  led  his 
army  from  Dehli,  and  repaired  the  Indus  ;  but  a 
bridge,  which  he  had  built  over  that  river,  was 
broken  down  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current 
before  half  his  troops  had  paffed  ;  and  the  reft 
were  obliged  to  crols  it  in  boats  :  this  accident 
detained  them  in  that  fultry  climate  till  the 
middle  of  fuminer,  and  was  the  caufe  of  their 
fuffering  incredible  pain  in  their  marches,  from 
the  very  intenfe  and  oppreflive  heat.  At  this  time 
Nader  Shah  formed  a  plan  of  renewing  hoftihties 
acainft  the  kings  of  Bokhara,  and  Kharezm, 
whom  his  fon  Rizakuli  had  defeated  during  the 
fiege  of  Candahar,  but  whofe  entire  reduction 
he°referved  for  himfelf.  Agreeably  to  this  defign, 
he  fent  a  number  of  approved  artifts  to  Balkli, 
with  orders  to  build  feveral  barges,  and  to 
launch  them  in  the  Oxus,  that  he  might  at  any 
time  tranfport  his  men  and  ammunition  into 
Turkejlan,  or  the  Tranfoxan  Tart  ary. 

Abulfeiz,  king  of  Turan,  or  of  Bokhara  as 
the  oriental  writers  call  him,  had  made  lev  era  ir¬ 
ruptions  into  Perfia  in  conjunaion  with  Boars, 
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Sovereign  prince  of  Kharezm,  and  had  com¬ 
mitted  many  afils  of  violence,  for  which  Nader 
Shah  now  determined  to  make  reprifals  on  Them, 
and  to  chaftife  their  infolence.  They  had  been 
already  defeated  by  Rizakuli,  as  it  has  been  re¬ 
lated  ;  but,  finding  Nader  Shah  engaged  in  his 
Indian  expedition,  Ilbars  had  the  boldnefs  to  pafs 
the  Oxtis  a  fecond  time,  with  intent  to  lay  wafte 
the  borders  of  Khorafan.  The  prince,  then  regent 
of  Perfia,  was  at  Herat,  when  he  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  this  incurfion  ^  and  immediately  led 
his  army  againft  the  invader.  Ilbars  retired  to  a 
caftle  near  Abiurd,  where  he  imagined  himfelf 
in  perfect  fecurity ;  but  while  he  was  preparing 
to  ftrengthen  the  place  of  his  retreat,  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Abiurd  advanced  with  a  body  of  men  to 
examine  the  fituation  of  the  enemy  :  a  report  was 
inftantly  fpread  among  the  Kharezmians,  that  the 
prince  Rizakuli  was  clofe  to  the  caftle  with  a 
numerous  army  ;  which  falfe  alarm  threw  Ilbars 
into  inch  a  panick,  that  he  decamped  in  confufion 
and  returned  to  the  feat  of  his  dominion.  Nader 
Shah,  in  the  mean  time,  was  purfuing  his  march 
towards  Cafeui,  which  he  left  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  November,  and  advanced  towards 
his  new  territories  in  the  province  of  Sind  :  but 
he  had  not  neglected  to  fend  ambafifadors  to 
the  courts  of  Ruftia  and  Turky,  in  order  to 
inform  them  of  his  fuccefs  in  India,  and  to  pre¬ 
fen  t  the  Sovereigns  of  thofe  empires  with  part  of 
his  -Spoils.  This  embafty  to  Ruftia  Seems  to  have 
been  merely  ceremonial,  unlefs  we  SuppoSe  it  to 
have  a  mixture  of  vanity  and  oftentation :  but 
he  had  other  views  in  that  to  the  Sultan,  with 
whom  he  was  far  from  intending  to  preferve 
a  lafting  amity:  and  he  was  willing  upon  this  oc- 

cafion 
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cajlon  to  Jfoow  him  how  far  the  P erf  an  arms  could  a.d.i 
extend . 

In  Nader  Shah’s  march  through  Sind,  he  met 
with  fome  ob&ruclions  from  the  chief’s  of  fey  era! 
caftles,  who  attempted  to  oppofe  him,  but  were 
all  reduced  to  fubmiffion  after  a  ffidrt  refinance : 
but  the  groundlefs  fears,  and  avarice  of  Kho- 
daiar ,  governor  of  that  province,  delayed  him 
longer  'than  the  fiercenefs  and  valour  of  the 
other  chiefs.  This  weak  man  had  been  very, 
officious  in  paying  his  court  to  Nader  Shah, 
during  his  conqueifs  in  Perha,  and  in  fending 
him  letters  of  congratulation  upon  the  fuccefs 
of  his  arms  :  but,  after  the  Indian  expedition, 
he  was  fo  apprelienfive  of  doling  his  treafnres, 
and  fo  afraid  of  falling  into  the  hands  or  the 
conqueror,  that  he  payed  no  regard  to  his  re¬ 
peated  invitations,  peremptorily  refufed  to  do 
homage  at  the  throne  of  the  Pe.rfian  monarch, 
and  Sed  to  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  miclffi  of 
a  barren  defert,  called  Amercout ,  where  he 
concealed  his  money  and  jewels  in  a^  fubtei- 
raneous  cavern.  When  Nader  heard  of  nis  ilight, 
he  refolved  to  purfue  him,  and  to  punilli  him 
for  difobeying  his  command  :  accordingly  he  ft)- 
paffed  the  river  Sind  over  a  bridge  of  boats,  and, 
having  marched  over  a  rough,  defert,  whicii  had 
before  been  thought  impailable,  he  arrived  on 
the  fifteenth  of  February,  before  the  caftle  or 
Khodaiar.  As  foon  as  the  filly  Indian  law  the 
victorious  army  under  his  walls,  he  attempted 
to  make  his  efcape  :  but  was  taken  by  the  I  ei- 


fi'an  foldiers,  and  brought  with  ad  his  raimiy 
and  attendants  before  Nader  Shah  ;  to  whom  lie 
difcovered  in  what  place  he  had  repoiued  his 

treafure,  hoping  by  that  difcovery  to  five  las 

nre. 
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j.d.  1740.  life,  which  Nader,  however,  had  no  thought  of 
53-  taking  :  but  in  order  to  make  him  fenfible  of  his 
errour,  he  kept  him  in  chains  feveral  days  ;  at 
the  end  of  which  he  gave  him  his  liberty,  re¬ 
stored  him  to  his  poffeflions,  and  appointed  him 
governor  of  Tata  and  part  of  Sind,  the  reft  of 
which  province  he  divided  among  his  faithful 
commanders. 

After  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  his  new 
dominion,  the  king  of  Perfia  returned  to  Nader- 
abad,  the  city  which  he  had  built  during  the  liege 
of  Canclahar,  and  from  which  he  had  been  ab- 
fent  two  years.  Pie  ftaved  but  live  days  in  this 
city ;  and  advanced  towards  Plerat,  which  he 
entered  on  the  twenty- iixth  of  May :  here  he 
was  joined  by  his  nephew  Alikuli,  together  with 
the  young  princes  Imamkuli,  and  Shahrokh, 
who  were  received  by  the  King  with  every  mark 
of  affection  :  they  made  at  the  fame  time  an 
apology  for  the  abfence  of  the  prince  Rizakuli, 
who  was  detained  by  fome  affairs  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  empire,  and  promifed  to  meet 
the  king  his  father  at  Badghis.  Shahrokh  feemed 
to  be  the  favourite  of  the  court,  and  it  was  re¬ 
marked,  that  a  prince  of  the  fame  name,  the 
fon  of  Timur,  had  fixed  the  feat  of  his  empire  in 
the  city  of  Herat :  upon  which  the  magiftrates 
of  that  city  ftruck  a  number  of  medals  with  the 
name  and  title  of  the  youn^  prince.  In  this 
place,  Nader  chofe  to  make  lus  triumph  for  the 
conqueil  of  India,  and  to  ihow  his  fubjects  the 
riches  he  had  gained  by  it :  as  he  was  highly 
pleafed  with  the  peacock-throne ,  wdiich  he  brought 
from  Debit ,  he  had  ordered  his  jewellers  to 
make  another  in  the  fame  form,  and  with  the 
fame  fplendour,  together  with  a  pavilion,  equally 

rich 
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rich  and  magnificent.  Thefe  works  were  flow  A.D.17^0. 
finifhed  in  the  high  eft  perfection,  and  exhibited  ,^ad^_53^ 
at  one  view  the  fineit  pearls  and  precious 
ftones,  that  remained  from  the  fpoiis  of  Dehli : 
they  were  difplayed  in  pubiick  on  the  fourth 
of  June,  which  day  and  feverai  others  were 
fpent  in  pageants,  fhows,  and  entertainments. 

On  the  tenth,  Nader  gave  a  confiderable  prefent 
to  each  of  the  princes,  and,  leaving  them  in 
Herat,  advanced  towards  Badghis,  where  he 
met  Rizakuli  at  the  head  of  his  army.  As 
foon  as  the  prince  faw  him,  he  ran  to  him  and 
killed  his  ftirmps,  expreffing  at  the  fame  time 
his  fubjecHon  to  his  father  and  to  his  king  :  and 
Nader  Shah,  having  raifed  him  with  great  ten-' 
dernefs,  applauded  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  his 
prudence  in  the  government  of  Perfia,  and  Ms 
valour  in  the  defence  of  it.  After  this  they  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  royal  tents,  both  of  them  equally 
ignorant  of  their  unhappy  deftiny,  and  very  little 
apprehend ve  of  the  dreadful  events,  which  wrere 
to  fucceed  to  their  long  courie  or  victory  and 
good  fortune.  Nader  Shah  fpent  feverai  days  in 
reviewing  the  troops  of  his  fon,  whom  he  amply 
rewarded  for  their  fervices,  and,  having  prefented 
the  prince  with  a  diadem  and  bracelet  fet  with 
gems  of  confiderable  value,  led  Ins  forces  to¬ 
wards  the  city  of  Balkh,  where  he  had  ordered 
preparations  to  be  made  for  his  expedition  into 
Tartary. 


/ 
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SECTION  VI. 

\ 

The  war  in  Tartary, 

£.d.ij\o.  /\N  the  laft  day  of  July  the  army  reached  the 
Nad’  53*  \  t  banks  of  the  Oxus.  and  found  on  the  river 
eleven  hundred  barges*  which  Nader  Shah  had 
ordered  to  be  built*  that  he  might  convey  his 
artillery  and  provihons  into  the  Tranfoxan  pro¬ 
vinces  :  they  continued  their  march  with  great 
rapidity,  and  arrived  in  ten  days  at  the  paffes  of 
Bokhara ,  where  a  number  of  chiefs  and  gover¬ 
nors  fubmitted  to  the  Shah’s  generals*  and  paid 
homage  to  them  as  to  his  reprefentatives. 

In  the  mean  while*  the  princes  Riza  and  Alt, 
having  palled  the  Oxus,  advanced  along  the  op-* 
pofite  bank*  and  fpread  a  general  terrour  before 
them  :  but  the  Shah  continued  in  Perfia  till  the 
eighteenth  of  Auguft *  when  he  crolfed  the  river 
In  a  fumptuous  barge*  which  had  been  prepared 
for  his  reception.  Soon  after  this*  a  bridge,  which 
Nader  had  ordered  to  be  built  over  the  Oxusr 
was  completed  \  a  numerous  army  of  Perfidns 
were  in  a  fliort  time  affembled  on  the  northern 
fide  of  the  river*  and  were  marching  in  full 
array  towards  the  metropolis  of  Mawaranahr  : 
but  the  King  of  Turan  had  no  inclination  to  give 
them  battle,  and  fent  his  firft  Vizir  to  the  Perfian 
camp  with  the  humbled:  offers  of  fubjeclion, 
Nader  Shah  received  the  Vizir  with  great  affa¬ 
bility,  and,  having  prefen ted  him  with  a  rich 
mantle*  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Afiatick 

princes* 
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princes,  difmiiTed  him  with  orders  tv  condufLthe  A.p.17^ 
King  his  m  after  to  the  camp ,  and  to  a  fill  re  him, 
that  nothing  but  his  immediate  compliance  could 
preferve  himfelf  from  defiruElion ,  and  his  kingdom 
from  ruin .  The  Tartarian  Monarch  was  under 
a  neceflity  of  obeying  thefe  haughty  commands  : 
he  had  defcended  too  low  already  to  think  of 
recovering  his  dignity,  and  he  was  too  prudent 
to  irritate,  by  his  diibbedicnce,  a  powerful  ad-* 
verfary,  whom  he  could  mot  repel  by  force  of 
arms.  s 

s  . 

The  Perfian  army  flill  continued  their  courfe, 
and  encamped  on  the  twenty 'third  op  Auguft  at  the 
diltance  of  twelve  miles  from  the  city  of  Bokhara : 
on  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  Abulfeiz , 

King  of  Turan^  attended  by  his  Vizirs  and  Cour¬ 
tiers,  arrived  at  the  camp  ^  and,  being  admitted, 
into  the  prefence  of  Nader  Shah ,  laved  Ins  diadem 
and  other  enfigns  of  royalty  at  the  feet  of  the 
Conqueror.  If  this  fortunate  man  fhowed  a 
fierce  and  violent  temper  on  other  occaflons,  lie 
certainly  behaved  at  the  prefen t  juncture  with  a 
noble  moderation  ;  he  afiigned  the  captive  mo¬ 
narch  a  place  in  the  council,  and  declared,  that 
he  meaned  to  rejvore  him ,  as  he  had  reftored  the 
Emperor  of  India,  to  his  former  dignity  ;  but  that 
he  fioould  fix  the  Oms  as  the  common  boundary  of 
the  Tartarian  and  Perfian  empires ,  and  annex  to  the 
latter  all  the  dijlricls  lying  to  the  fiouth  and  weft  of 
that  river ,  together  with  Balkh  and  its  dependen¬ 
cies  ;  in  confirmation  of  which  alliance,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  marry  his  nephew  Ah  to  a  daughter  of 
Abulfeiz  :  the  Turanian  had  too  much  ienie  to 
object  to  a  fingle  propofal  of  his  Conqueror,  who 
could  eafily  have  forced  him  to  confent,  and  who, 
with  refpeft  to  him,  had  abted  mildly  and  bene- 

H  2  volently. 
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a. d. 174.0.  volently.  After  feveral  amicable  conferences, 
the  two  fovereigns  advanced  to  Bokhara ;  where 
Nader  reftored  the  crown  of  Tartary  to  his  cap¬ 
tive  with  great  ceremony,  and  placed  a  diadem, 
fet  with  pearls,  upon  his  head,  as  a  mark  of  his 
particular  favour :  he  conferred  upon  him  ano¬ 
ther  honour,  which  was  merely  verbal ;  for,  as 
the  chief  rulers  of  the  Tran  fox  an  provinces  had 
bora  only  the  limple  title  of  Khan  or  Lord,  he 
gave  that  of  Shah ,  or  King ,  to  Abu  friz ,  and  his 
defendants.  On  the  fame  day,  the  nuptials  of 
All  and  the  princefs  of  Turan  were  celebrated 
with  uncommon  magnificence. 

\  Q 

/ 

The  next  morning  Nader  Shah  led  his  forces* 
towards  Kharezm ,  which,  we  may  remember,  was 
faid  in  the  Introduction  to  be  an  extenflvc  king¬ 
dom  lying  on  each  fide  of  the  0xus9  near  the 
place  where  it  emptied  itfelf  into  the  Cafpian , 
and  containing  a  number  of  large  cities  and 
fortreffes,  which,  from  the  advantage  of  their 
filiation,  were  accounted  impregnable*  His 
view  in  vifiting  this  country,  was  to  make  re- 
prifals  upon  Ilbars ,  who  then  governed  it,  and 
who,  during  the  Indian  expedition ,  had  made  fre¬ 
quent  incurlions  into  Khorafan.  This  Chief  was 
then  in  a  cattle,  named  Hezarefo ,  before  which 
Nader  appeared  on  the  eighteenth  of  October  ;  but, 
finding  it  very  flrongly  fortified,  and  capable  of 
refilling  the  moil  vigorous  affaults,  he  thought  it 
advifeable  to  make  a  pretence  of  marching  to¬ 
ward  Kheiva ,  the  Capital  of  the  province,  juflly 
concluding,  that  Ilbars  'would  hazard  a  battle  to 
five  his  metropolis .  He  was  not  difappointed  ; 
for  the  Kha-rezmian  no  fooner  heard  of  his  mo¬ 
tions,  than  he  left  the  fortrefs,  and  marched  to 
Kheiva  by  another  road,  while  Nader ,  expecting 
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that  event,  returned  through  fome  paftes  in  the  a,d. 
mountains,  and  entirely  precluded  him  fiom  tne 
hope  of  regaining  Hezarejb.  Ilbars,  thus  inter¬ 
cepted,  retired  in  hafte  to  a  weaker  caftle,  where 
lie  foon found  it  impoflible  to  make  any  defence, 
lie  therefore,  in  a  fit  of  deipair,  refolved  to  give 
the  Perfians  battle,  and  advanced  intrepidly  to 
the  held;  but,  after  a  ihort  fkirmiili,  he  was 
driven  back,  and,  leaving  molt  of  his  men  dead 
on  the  plain,  laved  himfelf  with  a  few  attendants 
in  the  fort :  the  conquerors  began  immediately 
to  batter  the  walls,  and,  after  a  brifk  fire  tor  tuiee 
days,  made  a  confiderable  breach,  and  took  the 
caftle  in  a  violent  allault ;  yet  even  then  the  prince 
of  Kharezm ,  deferted  by  his  friends,  and  deftitute 
of  fuccour,  had  the  madnefs  to  think  of  holding 
out  ft  ugly  againft  fo  formidable  an  enemy,  and 
would  not  furrender,  till  fome  Perftan  foldiers 
draveed  him  by  force  before  the  Shah ,  who  or¬ 
dered  him  to  be  put  to  death,  in  revenge  for  the 
Perfian  envoys,  who  had  been  fent  tofummon 
him  at  Hezarefb,  and  <whm  he  had  irwumanly 


1740= 

*53* 


murae 


■-red* 


Ilbars  feems  to  have  been  a  mere,  favage,  who, 
without  any  talent  necefiary  to  form  a  Genera!, 
had  "  affirmed  the  character  of  awarriour,  and  in- 
vaded  Perfia  without  any  provocation,  but  was 
put  to  flight  in  every  engagement,  and  received 
at  laft  the  purftiliment,  which  his  folly,  arrogance, 
obftinacy,  and  cruelty  certainly  deferved. 

.  1 

After  this  victory,  the  princes  Ah  and  Riza 
obtained  leave  to  retire  to  Mejhcd ,  wreie  icy 
intended  to  pais  fome  time  with  Nafralla , 
whom  they  had  not  feen  fmce  his  return  fron 
India;  but  Nader  Shah  flayed  feveraWays 

H  3.  v  * 
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A.d,  1740.  longer  in  Kharezm,  in  order  to  concert  meafures 
* or  ^ie  Pcace3ble  government  of  that  principa¬ 
lity,  which  he  gave  to  a  near  relation  of  Abul- 
feiz,  named  Thaher ,  a  nobleman  of  illuftrious 
merit :  after  which  arrangement  he  repaired  the 
Oxus,  and  arrived  at  Merit  in  the  middle  of 
December .  He  made  but  a  fhort  ftay  in  that 
city,  and  advanced  with  great  expedition  to 
his  favourite  caftle  of  Relate  which  he  had 
fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  his  retreat,  whenever 
his  advanced  age,  and  the  completion  of  his 
military  projects,  fhoiild  enable  him  to  refign 
the  throne,  and  pais  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  a  glorious  retirement.  He  determined  to 
provide  this  place  with  every  thing  requilite  to 
make  his  folitude  agreeable  ;  confiftently  with 
which  deiign,  he  caufed  a  fumptuous  palace  to 
be  railed  in  Relate  together  with  elegant  baths, 
temples,  aqueducts,  and  houfes  for  his  officers 
and  mini  iters :  he  ordered  the  treafures  collected 
at  Delhi  to  be  tranfported  into  the  caftle,  which 
was  far  the  ftrongeft  hold  in  the  Perftan  Em¬ 
pire.  After  thefe  regulations  he  left  Relat ,  and, 
returning  through  a  very  agreeable  country, 
readied  Mejhed  at  the  clofe  of  the  year, 

^0,1741.  Nader  Shah  entered  the  metropolis  of  his 
^  kingdom  in  triumph,  and  nothing  was  feen  in 
the  city  but  diverfions  and  pageants,  from  the 
opening  of  the  new  year  to  the  tenth  of  March , 
which  day  was  folemnized  with  more  than 
lifual  magnificence.  He  had,  in  the  courfc  of 
five  years,  fubdued  or  put  to  flight  as  many 
Sovereign  Princes  conquered  three  ffouriihing 


t  JJhrafy  Hujjsin ,  Mohammed  &hab,  Abulfeiz,  and  Ilbars. 

kin  ay 
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kingdoms,  and  extended  the  boundaries  of  Per - 
fa ,  as  far  as  Oxus  to  the  north,  and  Indus  to  the 
eaft.  His  next  objeft  was  to  drive  the  Turks 
from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates ,  as 
he  had  already  driven  both  them  and  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  from  the  Cyrus  and  Araxes ;  but  the  death 
of  his  brother  Zoheireddoula  was  yet  unrevenged : 
he,  therefore,  had  no  fooner  recovered  from 
the  fatigue  of  his  laft  campaign,  than  he  led  his 
army  towards  the  mountains  of  Shirvan.  On 
the  third  of  May ,  as  he  was  riding  through  a 
a  foreft  in  Mazenderan ,  a  muiket-bali,  fired  from 
a  diftance,  grazed  his  right  arm,  and  ftruck  his 
horfe  on  the  head,  who  fell  immediately  to  the 
ground  :  the  ball  was  aimed  at  Nader  A  hah  by 
an  affaflin,  who  lay  in  ambuih  behind  a  tiee, 
but,  finding  he  had  failed  in  his  defign,  had 
fled  with  great  hafte,  and  hid  himfelr .  in  the 
thickeft  part  of  the  wildernefs.  The  prince  Ri - 
zakuli  was  in  his  father’s  train ,  and  appeared  to 
be  much  furprifed  at  this  accident :  but  many  of 
the  courtiers,  who  were  prefent,  fufpected  that 
the  plot  had  been  concerted  by  him,  and,  though 
the  P  erf  an  author  fuppofes  him  to  be  innocent, 
yet  the  frequent  examples  of  thefe  horrid  at¬ 
tempts  in  the  courts  of  Afia,  and  the  confluence* 
with  which  our  own  writers  relate  the  ftorv , 
may  induce  us  to  believe,  that  their  fu (pi cions 
of  his  guilt  are  not  wholly  groundless.  It  was 
reported,  however,  that  a  fon  of  Dilaver ,  one 
of  the  barbarous  chiefs  mentioned  in  a  former  . 
part  of  this  narrative,  was  the  contriver  oi  the 
plot,  and  had  fuborned  a  defperate  villain  to  ure 
at  the  Shah,  when  he  fhould  pafs  through  that 
foreft  :  the  affaftin  was  purfued,  and,  being  taken 
by  the  Perfian  foldiers,  was  put  to  immediate 

death , 
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J,d. 1 74-1.  .  The  conqueft  of  Dagheflan  was  effected  with 
hi  tie  difficulty ;  as  moil:  of  the  favage  chiefs, 
alarmed  at  Nader’s  approach,  came  to  him  at  the 
head  of  their  tribes,  and  made  a  promife  of  in¬ 
violable  fubmiffion  to  their  Conqueror  and  his 
defcendants. 


J,D. 17  4.2, 
JsTad.  55. 


I 


The  hr  ft  months  of  the  new  year  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  receiving  foreign  embaffiqs,  and  in 
negotiating  a  treaty  with"  the  Sultan  Mahmud, 
by  which  Nader  proposed  to  recover  the  whole 
province  or  Mesopotamia ;  and,  having  fo  confi- 
derably  enlarged  the  Perfian  Empire,  he  intended 
to  reiign  the  crown,  and  retire  to  Kelat ,  where 
he  had  repohted  all  the  treafures  of  India * 
Among  the  ambaffiidors,  who  arrived-  this  year 
at  the  court  of  Mejhed>  was  an  Indian  Emir,  feat 
by  the  Great  Mogul  with  a  congratulatory  letter 
to  the  Shah  on  his  vide  cries  in  Tartary ,  and  a 
curious  piece  of  furniture,  made  of  red  fandal- 
wood,  and  carved  in  a  ns  oft  elegant  manner  : 
Nader  accepted  the  prefent,  and  diftniffed  the 
Emir,  .with  ope  no  Ids  valuable  for  the  Mogul, 
confifting  of  fevcral  vales  adorned  with  gems  ; 
at  tne  fame  time  he  fent  back  a  band  of  muf 
puns  and  dancers,  whom  he  had  brought  with 
him  irons  Dehh ,  in  order  to  ijsftruhl'  Isis  fubjects 
in  the  Indian  mufick  and  method  of  dancing, 
which  he  greatly  admired.  What  that  kind  of 
ns  11  lieu  was,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  determine  ; 
but  we  cannot  help  admiring  the  remarkable 
di {petition  of  this  lingular  man,  who,  with  the 
fierce  is  efs  of  a  warriour,  had  yet  a  tafte  for  the 
poute  and  ornamental  arts,  and,  vvdsile  he  was 
conquering  an  Empire,  had  the  calmnefs  to  think 
pf  improving  the  mufick'  of  his  nation. 
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The  reft  of  the  year  was  fpent  in  reducing  the  a.d.  1742. 
northern  provinces,  and  principally  in  fettling  Nad*  55- 
the  affairs  of  Georgia  and  Circaffia. 

Nader  Shah,  perceiving  that  the  Sultan  mean-  A.D.  1743. 
ed  only  to  trifle  with  him,  and  being  now  at  Nad*  T- 
leifure  to  renew  hofdlities,  marched  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  year  towards  Bagdad ,  and  took  feve- 
ral  confiderable  places  in  his  way.  Ahmed  fent 
him  a  fubmiffive  meffage,  and  entreated  him  to 
reflect  on  the  ruin  which  he  Jloould  bring  on  himfelf 
if  he  were  to  abandon  a  City ,  which  the  Sultan 
had  exprefsly  ordered  him  to  defend .  The  Turkifh 
court,  on  the  other  hand,  were  making  pre¬ 
parations  for  an  obftinate  war,  and  had  fent  a 
decifion  of  the  Mufti  to  all  their  Afiatick  gover¬ 
nors,  importing,  that  It  was  lawful  to  flay  or 
make  prifoners  the  inhabitants  of  Perfia ,  as  here - 
ticks  and  oppofers  of  the  true  faith .  On  hearing 
this,  the  Shah,  defpairing  at  that  time  to  reduce 
the  governor  of  Bagdad,  advanced  with  all 
•  poflible  fpeed  to  Muff  a  large  and  opulent. 

City,  then  governed  by  Huffein ,  who  had  lately 
been  reinforced  by  the  baiha  of  Aleppo  with  all 
his  troops.  He  purfued  his  operations  with  great 
rapidity,  raifed  a  flrong  bridge  over  the  river, 
and,  having  completed  his  lines,  began  to  bom¬ 
bard  the  citadel.  The  garrifon  fupported  a  fharp 
fire  for  feveral  days,  but  at  length  Huffein  Paftoa 
expreffed  an  inclination  to  capitulate,  and  fent 
two  officers  to  the  Perjian  camp  with  an  oiler 
of  amicable  terms,  but  reprefented  to  him  the 
dangers  to  which  a  Turkifh  governor  was  expofed , 
who  f oould  furrender  a  City  committed  to  his  care , 
and  defir  ed  a  reipite  for  a  few  months  to  obtain 
the  confent  of  his  courts  and  to  perfuade  them  to 
make  a  peace  with  the  Shah  at  any  rate .  tc  Nader, 

t  “  fay£  th?  Perjian  hifiorian,  accepted  thefe  pro- 

pofals. 
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pofals,  and  confented  to  deftft  from  anv  fur- 
u  t^ier  hoftilities,  till  an  anfwer  could  be  re- 
ceived  from  Conjlantinople Accordingly  he 
raifed  the  liege,  and  amnfed  him  fell’,  in  this 
interval,  with  vifiting  the  places  near  Bagdad , 
which  had  been  rendered  facred  by  the  residence 
of  Alt,  and  the  firjl  fuccejfors  of  Mahomed .  In  the 
mean  time  great  civilities  palled  between  him 
and  the  governor  of  Bagdad ;  and  a  variety  of 
prefents  were  interchanged,  as  tokens  of  their 
mutual  regard.  Ahmed  prepared  a  magnificent 
barge,  in  which  Nader  Shah  palled  the  Tigris, 
and,  with  an  indolence  unworthy  of  his  active 
nature,  condefcended  to  difpute  upon  fubjedts 
of  religion  with  the  Mahomedan  priefts,  who 
took  care  to  be  always  of  his  opinion.  This 
irrefolute  and  imprudent  conduct,  in  a  man  fo 
bold  and  impetuoiis,  mu  ft  needs  be  a  matter  of 
aftonilliment  to  the  reader :  it  will,  therefore, 

be  neceftary  to  explain  the  caufes  of  it, 

0  \ 

If  Nader  Shah  had  perilhed  in  the  foreft  of 
Mazenderan  on  the  third  of  May  1741,  his  courfe 
would  have  been  completely  glorious  ;  and  he 
would  have  left  a  moft  flourifhmg  Empire  to  a 
valiant  and  active  Prince,  who,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  followed  the  example  of  his  father  : 
but  his  glory  was  now  declining,  and  his  life 
feemed  likely  to  be  clofed  in  weaknefs  and  mi¬ 
sery.  It  had  been  fuggefted  to  him  by  fome  of 
his  courtiers,  that  the  villain,  who  fired  at  him 
in  the  foreft,  had  been  fuborned  by  his  eldeft 
fon  Riza  ;  and  fome  of  our  travellers  relate  this 

itory  as  an  indifputable  fact *  *  :  but  whether  the 

_  » 

*  The  fame  writers  aiTure  us,  that  the  unfortunate  Shah 
€fah?nafp  wes  put  tP  death  by  Rizakuli,  while  Nader  was  in 
India . 

fug* 
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fuggeftion  were  juft  or  groundlefs,  it  is  certain  a.d.  1743. 
that  Nader ,  in  a  fit  of  rage,  ordered  the  Prince’s  Nad-  56* 
eyes  to  be  torn  out ;  the  common,  but  inhuman, 
punifhment  for  high  crimes  in  Afia .  His  orders 
were  no  fooner  executed,  than  he  repented  of 
his  hafty  pafiion  ;  remorfe,  anguiih,  and  defpair 
fucceeded  to  his  wrath,  and  a  diforder  preyed 
upon  his  fpirits,  which  gained  new  force  every 
day.  Confcious  of  his  growing  malady,  he  was 
defirous  to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  Turks ,  and 
to  feek  fome  comfort  from  the  retirement  which 
he  had  fo  long  meditated  :  but  a  circumftance, 
which  happened  the  next  year,  roofed  him  from 
his  lethargy,  and  led  him  to  make  a  laft  effort, 
which  was  not  altogether  unworthy  of  his  for¬ 
mer  character. 


A  TurkiJJo  commander,  named  Gemal  Ogli ,  who  a.d.  1744. 
was  then  at  Cars  in  Armenia ,  which  he  had  re-  Na(^  57'* 
covered,  fent  circular  letters  to  the  principal 
officers  of  Perfia ,  inciting  them  to  revolt  from  the 
U fur  per  Nader ,  and  to  join  the  banners  of  Prince 
Sefi,  the  true  heir  to  the  crown.  This  Pretender, 
whofe  real  name  was  Mohammed  Ali ,  had  for¬ 


merly  gotten  his  bread  in  the  city  of  Shufter , 
the  ancient  Sufa ,  by  begging  in  the  drefs  of  a 
dervife  :  one  day  a  man,  who  gave  him  alms, 
obferved  that  he  refembled  the  Sefi  family  in  his 
complexion ,  and  the  colour  of  his  eyes  ;  from  which 
the  bentrar  took  the  hint  of  a  rxioft  impudent 
impofture,  and  told  the  people  a  piteous  icory  or 
his  misfortunes,  affuring  them,  that  he  never 
had  intended  to  reveal  the  fecret  of  his  birth ,  but 
that^fince  he  was  betrayed  by  his  features ,  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  confefs ,  that  he  was  really  the 
Prince  Sef,  Upon  this,  fo  great  a  croud  affem- 
bled  round  him  every  day,  that  the  governor 

of  Sthujler  was  forced  to  drive  him  from  the 

city  ? 
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jir.jD.1744.  city  ;  whence  he  proceeded  to  Bagdad ,  and  wa# 
Nad.  57.  introduced  to  Ahmed  as  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
‘  *  Sifi  :  the  governor,  imagining  that  the  heir  to 

the  throne  of  Perfia ,  whether  real  or  pretended, 
would  he  life  fill  to  his  court,  fent  him  to  Con- 
jlantinpple 5  where  he  had  apartments  allotted  to 
him  in  the  palace,  and  a  coniiderable  revenue ; 
but  after  the  depohtion  of  Sultan  Ahmed  in  173°* 
he  was  fent  to  B'hejjaionica ,  and.  afterwaids  to 
Lemnos,  where  he  had  lived  many  years  neg- 
lefted  and  defpifed,  but  was  now  fnmmoned, 
and  carried  into  Perjta  by  the  Turkijh  General. 
The  letters  of  Gemal  Ogh  were  brought  to  Bader, 
who  immediately  led  his  army  to  Abner ,  in  tend¬ 
ing  to  advance  as  far  as  Cars,  whither ,  on  ac¬ 
count  or  feveral  delays,  he  did  not  arrive  till 
the  end  of,  July .  1  he  governor  refufed  to  im- 

render,  and  Nader  Shah ,  finding  .aim felt  in  no 
condition  to  compel  him,  made  a  feeble  attempt 
to  bombard  the  citadel,  but  the  next  day  ac¬ 
cented  the  governor’s  offer  to  give  the  Furkifh. 
court  notice  of  his  defp  crate  filiation,  and  frejs  them 
to  conclude  a  peace  ;  upon  which  he  left  one 
his  generals  to  blockade  the  city,  and  reti 


ae  of 
tired 


into  winter  quarters  at  berda . 


A.D. 

Nad.  53. 


1 74-5* 
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tne  Beginning  or  marc  a  ne  auviun-cu  to¬ 
wards  Erivan ,  but  was  attacked  with  fo  violent 
a  diforder,  that  he  was  forced  to  be  carried  in 
a  litter,  and  did  not  recover  liis  flrength  till  the 
middle  of  Rummer  *,  at  which  time  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  Mohammed  Bajha ,  the  late  Grand 

way  of  Erzerum 


Vizir,  was  marching 


•V 


tin 


with  twelve  other  Bafhas,  at  the  head  of  a  vaft 
army,  and  that  two  more  Turkiflo.  officers  were 
haftening  through  Biarbecr  to  join  them  with 
all  their  forces.  Nader  feerded  to  be  tranfpoi  ted 

with 
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with  joy  at  this  intelligence,  hoping  by  one  A.D.  1745- 
decifive  blow  to  terminate  his  difpute  with  the  Nad- 581 
Turks ,  and  either  to  crown  his  labours  with  a 
victory,  or  to  end  in  the  field  of  battle  a  life, 
which  was  now  become  a  burden  to  him  :  he 
therefore  fent  his  fon  Nafralla  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  two  Turkijh  armies,  and,  having 
appointed  the  princes  Imamkuli  and  Ibrahim  go¬ 
vernors  of  Khorafan  and  Irak  in  his  abfence, 
proceeded  by  forced  marches,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  July  encamped  in  the  fame  plain,  where 
he  had  defeated  Abdulla  ten  years  before.  The 
next  day  Mohammed  appeared  with  an  hundred 
thoufand  horfe,  and  forty  thoufand  foot,  but 
he  marched  very  fiowly,  and  pitched  his  tents 
in  the  evening  at  the  bottom  of  a  mountain. 

On  the  thirtieth,  both  armies  advanced  into  the 
plain  ;  but  the  whole  day  was  fpent  in  flight 
ikirmifhes,  in  which  the  Turks  generally  retired 
with  lofs.  Mohammed  muff  have  been  either 
ignorant  of  Nader’ s  infirmity,  or  timid  to  the 
laft  decree,  for  if  he  had  made  a  bold  attack 
on  this  day,  it  would  probably  have  been  foc- 
cefsful ;  but,  alarmed  at  the  very  name  of  Na¬ 
der  Shah ,  and  thinking  his  troops  unable  to 
oppofie  the  hardy  veterans-,  who  had  learned  the 

force  of  difeipline  in  the  battle  of  Karnal ,  lie 

-6. 

thought  it  prudent  to  found  a  retreat,  and  re¬ 
tired  with  fiich  filen cc  and  expedition,  that  a 
detachment  of  Periians,  who  were  fent  to  exa» 
mine  the  Turkijh  camp,  were  fiirprifed  to  find 
it  defected  :  but  the  janiffaries,  conficious  of  their 
own  valour,  and  eager  to  engage  their  enemies, 
began  to  murmur  at  the  remiftnefs  of  their 
commander  ;  and  his  council  were  apprehenfive 
of  a  general  mutiny,  if  he  fheuld  delay  to  lead 
them  back  into  the  field* 
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^.z>.i745.  On  the  ninth  of  Auguft  a  letter  was  brought 
t0  Nader  Shah  from  the  prince  Nafralla ,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  a  complete  vi&ory,  which  he 
had  gained  over  the  Bafha’s,  who  were  march¬ 
ing  from  Diarbecr ,  and  whom  he  had  intercepted 
in  a  plain  near  Mufel.  The  King  was  highly 
pleafed  with  this  letter,  and  fent  it  to  Mohammed 
by  one  of  the  Turkijh  prifoners,  who  had  no 
fooner  reached  the  camp,  than  he  heard  a  loud 
noife,  and  prefently  difcovered,  that  the  foldiers 
had  revolted,  and  put  th,eir  General  to  death. 
By  this  time  the  Perfians  had  advanced  clofe  to 
the  Turkijh  camp,  and,  perceiving  the  diforder 
'  the  enemy,  attacked  them  on  all  Tides  :  the 
Turks  fied  in  confufion  ;  and,  while  fome  of 
Nader’s  troops  were  engaged  in  purfuing  them, 
the  reft  feised  their  artillery,  tents,  and  ammu¬ 
nition  :  twelve  thou  fan  d  janiffarie§  were  ham, 
among  whom  were  feveral  officers  of  diflincffion. 
Nader  Shah  flayed  a  few  days  in  this  place  to 
refrefh  his  army,  and  to  divide  the  fpoils  among 
them  ;  after  which  he  led  them  to  Hamadan , 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Ifpahan ,  which  he  did 
not  reach  till  the  clofe  of  the  year,  as  he  made 
a  long  flay  in  fome  of  the  principal  towns,  in 
order  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  his  Empire.  In 
his  way  he  received  an  ambaffador  from  the 
King  of  Khoten ,  who  had  fent  a  valuable  prefent 
to  Nader  Shah ,  with  a  letter  of  congratulation 
upon  all  his  vidlories,  in  which  he  took  occafion 
to  lequefl,  that  a  proper  officer  might  he  fent  to  fix 
toe  boundaries  of  their  respective  dominions  :  the 
Shah  readily  complied  with  his  requefl,  and  dif- 
miffed  the  ambaffador  with  a  prefent  of  nine 
Arabian  horfes,  and  a  cimiter  let  with  jewels. 
This  prince  was  defc ended  from  Genghizkhan „ 
and  had  been  rajfed  by  his  merit  to  tlie  throne 
.  '  of 
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of  Khcten ,  while  his  brother  reigned  in  the  king*  J.  10.174.5* 
dom  of  Kb  at  a ;  both  which  countries  are  ufually  Nad- 
mentioned  together  by  the  Afiatick  writers,  and  '*m^***~3 
reach  from  the  northern  frontiers  of  China  to 
the  territories  of  Balkh ,  which  Nader  Shah  had 
lately  annexed  to  the  empire  of  Perfia, 


Nader  had  now  baffled  the  laffc  effort  of.  his  AZ>.  174$* 
moil  dangerous  enemies  ;  and,  as  his  diforder  Nad* 
grew  daily  upon  him,  he  was  very  deiirous  of 
making  an  honourable  peace,  and  of  haftening 
to  that  retirement,  which  had  been  his  chief 
object  for  feveral  years.  In  the  middle  of  March , 
therefore,  he  fent  an  offer  of  accommodation  to 
the  TurktJJo  court,  who  liftened  eagerly  to  his  pro- 
pofals ;  but  the  whole  year  was  fpent  in  nego¬ 
tiations,  and  peace  was  not  concluded  till  Ja¬ 
nuary  1747,  in  the  Jixtieth  year  of  NaderL  ife.f-D-J747* 
As  he  had  no  further  intentions  of  renewing  Na  ' co* 
the  war,  he  dropped  his  two  articles  relating  to 
the  mofque  at  Mecca,  which,  as  we  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  were  only  intended  to  amufe  the  Turks 
before  the  expedition  againfl  Candahar ;  and  the 
Porte,  on  the  other  hand,  confented  to  protect 
the  Perjian  pilgrims,  to  fet  their  prifoners  at 
liberty,  and  to  relinquilh  their  claim  to  the 
provinces  of  Irak  and  Azarbigian ,  one  diftridt 
of  which  was  ceded  to  the  Sultan  as  a  free  gift* 
and  as  a  mark  only  of  the  Shall s  amicable  in¬ 
tentions. 


While  Nader  was  preparing  to  vifit  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  had  thoughts  of  reiigning  the 
diadem  to  his  fon  Nafralla ,  he  received  news, 
that  a  noble  Perjian ,  named  Taki  Khany  to  whom 
he  had  affigned  the  government  of  Fars,  had 
declared  himjelf  independent  of  his  benefador ,  and 
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revolted  openly ;  in  which  he  was  foon  imitated 
by  the  governors  of  feme  other  provinces.  This 
intelligence  drove  him  to  a  degree  of  fury, 
which  can  fcarce  be  conceived  :  he  put  to  death 
a  great  number  of  his  governors  and  minifters, 
upon  the  flighteft  fiifpicion  of  their  guilt  ; 
and,  not  fatisfred  with  deftroying  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion,  he  cut  off  whole  cities,  and 
forced  the  greateft  number  of  his  fubjects  to 
feek  a  refuge  in  the  mountains  and  defects. 
After  he  had  celebrated  the  Nunez  in  the  city  of 
Kerman,  he  advanced  to  Mefhed ,  which  he  found 
in  a  manner  defected,  and  the  whole  province 
ripe  for  revolt :  his  madnefs  was  now  raifed  to 
the  higheft  pitch ;  he  fent  Nafralla ,  his  grand- 
fen  Shahrokh ,  and  the  other;  princes,  to  the 
caftle  of  Kelat ,  refolving  in  the  mean  time  to 
exterminate  the  rebels  without  mercy. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  heard  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Segeftan  had  revolted  ;  upon  which  he 
lent  his  nephew  AH  to  reduce  it  to  fubmiilion, 
under  the  guidance  of  an  old  and  faithful  of¬ 
ficer  named  Tahmafp .  The  young  prince,  eager 
to  poffels  the  treafures  of  his  uncle,  and  panting 
for  the  delights  of  a  throne,  propofed  to  his 
guide  to  join  the  Segejtanians ,  and  depofe  the 
\ Tyrant ,  whofe  age  and  infirmities  rendered  him  in¬ 
capable  of  reigning :  the  old  man  was  fhocked  at 
the  idea,  and  diffuaded  the  prince  from  fo  bafe 
an  attempt.  Ali  diffembled  his  difpleafure  ;  but 
in  a  few  days  the  perfcn,  who  had  occaiioned 
it,'  was  no  more  :  he  poifoned  Tahmafp ,  and 
caufed  himfelf  in  feveral  provinces  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed  King  of  Perfia  \  but  as  the  life  of  Nader 
Shah  was  a  great  obftacle  to  his  defigns,  he  def 
patched  three  of  his  officers  in  order  to  remove  it. 

■  ‘  -  ■  Nader 
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Nader  had  notice  in  a  fhort  time  of  this  un¬ 
natural  rebellion  ;  and,  as  his  prefence  alone 
could  have  any  chance  of  fupprefling  it,  he  left 
Mejhed  at  the  end  of  May,  to  which  he  never 
returned. 

On  Sunday,  the  eighth  of  June,  he  encamped 
at  a  place  called  Fatehabad ,  or  The  ?nanfion 
of  victory  ^  where,  fatigued  with  his  long  march, 
oppreffed  with  years,  funk  in  defpair,  he 
retired  early  to  his  tent,  and  flept  till  mid¬ 
night  ;  at  which  time  the  three  aifaffins  fent  by 
AH,  who  had  alfo  bribed  the  officers  upon  guard, 
entered  the  tent,  and  in  a  few  minutes  put  an 
end  to  a  life,  which  had  been  devoted  to  deftroy 
the  lives  of  others 

Thus  fell,  at  the  age  of  fixty  years ,  NADER- 
KULI,  the  Deliverer  of  Perjia ,  and  Conqueror 
of  India ;  who,  from  an  humble  Ration,  had 
raifed  himfelf  to  a  degree  of  power,  at  which 
few  monarchs  by  birth  have  ever  arrived.  He 
feems  to  have  united  the  talents  of  a  complete 
General,  and  an  able  Politician  ;  and,  though 
he  had  not  the  advantages  of  learning,  yet 
appears  to  have  had  a  take  for  true  magnificence. 


*  It  wonld  have  been  an  eafy  matter,  to  work  up  a  la¬ 
boured  picture  of  this  cataftrophe,  if  the  writer  were  not 
more  delirous  of  being  thought  an  hiftorian  than  a  rheto¬ 
rician  :  our  travellers,  indeed,  allure  us,  that  Nader  Shah 
made  a  brave  refiftance,  and  that  he  would,  probably,  have 
efcaped,  if  his  feet  had  not  flipped  over  the  cords  of  the  tent  ; 
but,  as  the  tent  muft  have  been  exceedingly  fpacious,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive  what  occalion  there  could  be  for  cords 
near  his  bed  ;  neither  is  it  probable,  that  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  murther  Ihould  have  paffed  from  thefe  Perfian 
alFaflins  to  the  ears  of  European  merchants, 
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and  would  probably,  had  he  lived  in  happier 
times,  have  encouraged  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
been  no  ftranger  to  the  charms  of  fociety ;  but 
the  darling  obje£t  of  his  life,  to  which  he  fa- 
criliced  every  other  purfuit,  and  devoted  all  the 
powers  of  his  mind  and  body,  was  the  Art  of 
War ,  in  which  he  became  equal  to  the  greateft 
Commanders  of  Afa,  and  may  juftly  hand  upon 
a  level  with  Cyrus  or  Tamerlane.  They,  who 
form  a  notion  of  his  character  from  the  various 
narratives,  which  have  been  printed  in  Europe, 
are  apt  to  confider  him  in  no  other  light,  than 
as  a  fearlefs  Barbarian,  who  furmounted  every- 
difficulty,  and  overthrew  all  his  oppofers,  by 
the  dint  of  mere  valour  and  hardinefs  ;  but,  on 
a  nearer  view  of  his  exploits,  they  will  feem  to 
contain  fomething  more  than  brutal  heroifm, 
and  to  have  been  no  lefs  wifely  concerted  than 
vigorouliy  performed.  His  great  project  of  de¬ 
livering  his  country  was  executed  with  a  regu¬ 
larity  and  prudence,  that  can  be  furpaffed  only 
by  the  celerity  of  his  motions,  and  the  vigour 
of  his  a£ts.  If  we  throw  a  veil  over  his  latter 
years,  in  which  he  was  rather  to  be  pitied  than 
condemned,  we  fhall  fee  nothing  in  his  life, 
but  what  was  noble  and  laudable  :  he  had  neither 
the  rafhnefs  of  Alexander ,  the  infatiable  ambition 
of  Crefar ,  the  inflexible  obflinacy  of  Charles  the 
\ Twelfth ,  nor  the  vices  of  his  illuftrious  rival 
Peter  the  Great ;  he  refembled  rather  that  real 
Hero,  Guftavus  V of  a ,  who,  to  ufe  the  words  of 
an  excellent  writer,  “  left  the  forefl:  where  he 
lay  concealed,  and  came  to  deliver  his  coun- 
try  *  like  Vafa,  he  was  raifed  to  the  throne 


*  Voltaire  Hill.  Char,  XII* 


of 


Life  of  NADER 'SHAH. 

of  die  Empire,  which  he  had  freed  from,  oppref- 
fion  5  like  Vafa,  he  changed  the  religion  of  his 
fubjecls  ;  but  he  did  not ,  like  Vafa,  reign  happy 
and  beloved  to  an  advanced  old  age . 

Early  in  the  morning  the  body  of  the  king 
was  expofed  in  the  camp  ;  upon  which  the  leaders 
of  the  army,  after  a  long  debate,  thought  it 
advifeable  to  declare  for  Aliy  and  invite  him  to 
the  feat  of  his  empire  :  but  Ahmed ,  a  valiant 
officer,  who  had  always  been  attached  to  Nader , 
made  a  bold  effort  to  revenge  his  death,  and 
ruffied  at  the  head  of  his  troop  again  ft  the  other 
chiers,  but  was  foon  repulfed,  and  retreated  in 
defpair  to  Candahar . 

All,  having  received  a  full  account  of  the 
tranfadion,  marched  with  great  eagernefs  into 
Khorafan ,  and  fent  a  body  of  men  under  able 
commanders  to  feize  the  treafures  of  'Keldt,  and 
the  perfons  of  the  young  princes  his  coulins. 

As  the  caftle  of  Keldt  was  very  ftrong,  it 
would  have  been  almoft  impoffihle  to  have  taken 
it  by  ftorm  ;  but  an  accident  faved  them  the 
trouble  of  a  regular  fiege  :  one  of  the  foldiers 
in  the  fortrefs,  wanting  feme  frefh  water,  de¬ 
le  ended  by  a  ladder,  which  he  imprudently  left 
on  the  wall,  and  did  not  return,  till  he  found 
the  caftle  full  of  Aliy s  men,  and  heard  the  cries 
of  the  garrifon.  The  princes  N aft  all  a ,  Imam - 
kuli,  and  Shahrokh  mounted  their  horfes,  and 
efcaped  by  another  gate,  intending  to  fly  to¬ 
wards  Meru  :  they  had  fcarce  ridden  twenty-feven 
miles,  when  they  were  overtaken  by  a  troop  of 
their  enemies,  by  whom  Imamkuli  and  Shahrokh 
were  made  prifoners  j  but  Nafralla ,  having  killed 
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a  foldier  who  had  feized  his  bridle,  galloped  to 
Merit ,  where  he  hoped  to  find  a  fure  refuge  ;  but 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  among  vjhom  AMs 
gold  had  already  fpread  its  infection ,  put  him  in 
chains,  and  fent  him  inftantly  to  Mefhed. 


Alt  made  a  folemn  entry  into  the  capital  of 
Rhorafan ,  where  his  firR  act  of  benevolence  was 
to  deprive  the  princes  of  their  lives,  which  were 
no  longer  dear  to  them  ;  the  unfortunate  Riza> 
together  with  Nafralla ,  Imamkuli ,  and  fixteen 
others  of  the  imperial  family ,  were  mafiacred  ;  but 
Shahrokh ,  a  beautiful  boy  about  fourteen  years 
old,  wasv  kept  privately  in  a  tower,  whence  Ali 
deligned  to  bring  him  to  the  throne,  and  to 
affume  the  regency  during  his  minority,  if  he 
fhould  find  the  Perfians  determined  to  oppofe 
his  own  government. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  June  he  was  crowned 
by  the  name  of  ALI  SHAH ,  and  began  his 
reign  by  difperfing  the  fpoiis  of  India ,  which  his 
uncle  had  collected  in  Keldt .  He  fent  his  brother 
Ibrahim  to  Ifpahan ,  and  appointed  him  governor 
©f  Irak  ;  after  which  he  committed  the  care  of 
his  Empire  to  his  minifters,  and,  fixing  his  abode 
fometimes  in  Mazenderan ,  fometimes  in  Rhorafan * 
led  a  life,  the  leaft  worthy  of  a  powerful  King* 
fenfual,  voluptuous,  effeminate. 


In  the  mean  while  Ibrahim ,  who  had  repined 
in  fecret  at  the  fuceefs  of  his  brother,  was  con¬ 
certing  meafures  to  undermine  his  power :  his 
liberality  foon  drew  to  Ifpahan  a  number  of 
chiefs  and  governors,  who  had  taken  a  juft 
offence  at  the  condud  of  Ali  f  and,  when  he 
had  colleded  a  force  fufficient  to  try  his  ftrength* 
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lie  marched  againft  the  city  of  Car  in  a  nfh  ah  ^ 
which  he  took  by  ftorm,  and  afterwards  bent 
his  courfe  towards  Azarbigian :  but  in  a  plain 
between  Aenjan  and  Sultania ,  he  was  met  by 
All  Shah ,  who,  roufed  from  his  indolence  by 
the  news  of  this  revolt,  had  advanced  by  forced 
marches  to  intercept  his  progrefs.  .  The  two 
armies  foon  came  to  an  addon  ;  but  m  the  heat 
of  it  a  great  number  of  All’s  men  went  o\  ei  to 
the  enemy,  and  the  reft  were  loon  put  to  flight. 
Alt  was  made  prifoner,  and  condemned  to  lofe 
his  eyes  by  Iris  brother,  whom,  contrary  to  the 
cuftom  of  Perfian  monarchs,  he  had  peimitted 
to  enjoy  his  light. 

Ibrahim  had  in  a  fhort  time  fecured  to  his  in- 
terefts  moft  of  the  provinces  ana  chief  cities, 
and  found  himfeif  at  the  head  of  an  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  men  :  but  the  young  prince 
Shahrokh ,  who  was  favoured  by  the  Khorafamans , 
flood  between  him  and  the  throne  ;  and,  as  the 
treafory  was  at  Mejhed ,  he  defpaiied  of  being 
fixed  in  his  government,  till  he  had  in.  his  power 
the  perfon  and  wealth  of  his  rival :  with  this  in¬ 
tent  he  added  with  a  deep  diflimulation,  and  fent 
one  of  his  minifters  to  Mejhed ,  with  a  declaration, 
that  Shahrokh  was  now  the  undoubted  heir  of  two 
royal  families ,  of  Sell  by  his  mother ,  and  of 
Nader  Shah,  by  his  father  ;  that  Ibrahim  was 
determined ,  therefore ,  to  place  him  on  the  throne  of 
his  ancejlors  at  Ifpahan,  where  the  former  Kings  of 
Perfia  had  refded .  The  Chiefs  or  Khorafan  agreed, 
that  the  young  prince  was  heir  to  the  crown, 
but  fent  word  to  Ibrahim ,  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  finifh  the  ceremonies  of  the  corona¬ 
tion  without  any  further  delay  :  they  accordingly 
went  to  the  prince  in  the  tower,  where  he  had 
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been  imprifoned,  and  paid  homage  to  him,  as 
their  lawful  fovereign  ;  but  the  amiable  youth, 
juftly  apprehenlive  of  the  dangers  which  fur- 
round  a  throne,  and  of  which  at  his  tender 
age  he  had  been  a  mournful  witnefs,  entreated 
them  not  to  expofe  him  to  a  Jtate  of  fuch  fplendid 
mifery  /  they  would  not  ilften  to  his  requeft,  and, 
after  repeated  oaths  of  fidelity,  brought  him  to 
the  palace  ;  where  on  the  twentieth  of  September 
he  took  the  fcepter  of  Perfa  with  a  trembling 
hand. 

Ibrahim ,  finding  that  his  project  had  failed, 
had  no  refource  left  but  open  rebellion  ;  he 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  King ,  and  ordered 
money  to  be  ft  ruck  in  his  name :  but  his  un- 
difeerning  prodigality  brought  him  to  diffrac¬ 
tion  ;  he  chofe  his  minifters  among  the  meaneft 
of  his  officers,  and  railed  the  moft  ignorant 
foldiers  to  the  higheft  commands  in  his  army  : 
his  beft  troops,  juftly  incenfed  at  this  conduct, 
either  deferted  to  Shahrokh ,  or  returned  to  their 
native  countries  j  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  he  was 
almoft  deferted,  and  had  fcarcely  ftrength  enough 
to  take  polTeftion  of  Rom ,  which  it  would  have 
been  better  for  him  never  to  have  taken.  He 
was  betrayed  by  his  guards  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  who  lent  him  in  chains  to  Mefhed ,  along 
with  his  brother  Ah\  whom  he  had  kept  in  his 
palace  :  the  officer,  who  conducted  the  prifoners, 
thinking  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  new 
king,  flew  Ibrahim  in  the  way,  and  carried  his 
head  to  Shahrokh ,  who  turned  afide  from  the 
bloody  fight ;  but,  when  he  caft  his  eyes  upon 
Ad,  his  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  princes, 
whom  that  monfter  had  murdered  in  cold  blood, 
overcame  his  natural  fweetnefs  of  temper,  and 
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•he  gave  orders  for  him  to  be  immediately 
ftrangled. 


There  was  now  a  profpect  of  tranquillity  in 
the  Perfian  empire  ;  as  the  Shah  had  every  qua¬ 
lity,  which  promifed  a  happy  reign  :  but  there 
was  one  more  pretender  to  the  crown,  a  grand- 
fon  of  Soliman  III.  whom  Shahrokh ,  perhaps  im¬ 
prudently,  had  fnffered  to  live  unconfincd.  This 
barbarian  concerted  a  plot  againil  the  Shah ,  and, 
having  by  bribes  and  promifes  gained  accefs  to 
his  apartment,  tore  out  the  eyes  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  king,  who  in  a  lower  Ration  might  have 
preferved  both  his  fight  and  his  happinefs.  So 
cruel  an  act  could  not  be  long  unpunished  :  the 
ruffian  was  feized,  and  put  to  death  with  every 
aggravated  circumRance  of  torture ;  but  as  the 
bRndnefs  of  Shahrokh  made  him  incapable,  by  the 
laws  of  Perfia ,  of  reigning,  he  retained  only  the 
name  of  King,  whilft  all  his  affairs  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  his  minifiers  :  how  long  he  lived,  it 
has  not  been  in  our  power  to  learn  ;  but  it  is  eafy 
to  conceive  that  his  life  could  be  neither  long 
nor  happy,  unlefs  he  fpent  it  in  retirement,  where 
a  fenfe  of  religion  might  fupport  him  with  hopes 
of  a  better  Rate. 


Th  us,  in  a  period  of  fxty  years,  one  of  the  moR 
beautiful  Empires  in  the  world  was  fo  drenched 
in  blood,  and  fo  torn  with  calamities  that  not 
one  heir  to  the  diadem  remained  in  a  capacity 
to  wear  it ;  and  a  Rngle  man  of  no  high  birth, 
m  a  life  of  the  fame  length ,  delivered  his  country, 
raffed  it  to  the  higheR  pitch  of  grandeur,  and 
left  it  at  his  death  no  lefs  cliRreifed  than  ever : 
Rich  are  the  miferies  which  naturally  flow  from 
qn  immoderate  love  of  dominion ;  fuch  ^re  the 

I  q  fruits 
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fruits  of  military  glory,  and  fuch  the  fate  of 
tiiofe  kingdoms,  whofe  rulers  prefer  the  pride  of 
conqueft  to  the  calmer  joys  of  peace  and  to  the 
welfare  of  their  people. 

Perfia  has  fince  been  divided  into  a  number  of 
independent  governments,  and  will  probably 
continue  in  that  Rate,  till  Kerim ,  who  reigns  in 
the  midland  provinces,  or  Abdalla ,  whofe  domi¬ 
nions  extend  from  the  Cafpian  to  the  borders  of 
India ,  or  feme  other  of  the  rival  powers,  fhall 
have  the  good,  or  bad,  fortune  to  reduce  the 
whole  Empire  to  fubjection. 

The  fate  of  India  has  not  been  better  •,  and 
from  Cahdahar  to  cape  Comorin ,  from  the  ftraights 
of  Kupele  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges ,  there  has 
been  a  continual  feene  of  havock  and  confuiion 
for  a  courfe  of  years  :  the  vaft  dominions  of  the 
Mogul  were  difmembered  :  the  Rajas  and  other 
Indian  princes  refuted  to  continue  their  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Emperor,  and  a  defeendant  of  Ka- 
merlane ,  who  fill!  retains  the  title  of  Shah  Alem , 
or,  King  of  the  Worlds  was  protected  in  the  tents  of 
European  officers,  whofe  employers  alfo  had  their 
fhare  in  the  mins  of  Indoffan.  Who  knows,  but 
that  the  time  may  come,  when  the  richeft  king¬ 
doms  of  A  fa  will  be  provinces  of  European  Em¬ 
pires,  and  when  the  light  of  truth  and  reafon  will 
be  fpreacl  over  the  lineft  part  of  the  habitable  globe  ? 

i 

The  actions  related  in  this  volume  have  had 
a  greater  influence  over  the  affairs  of  Europe  than 
we  may  be  apt  to  imagine  ;  for  if  Nader  Shah 
had  loft  his  lire,  which  he  fo  wantonly  expofed, 
in  his  youth,  the  whole  face  of  Afia,  and  of 
iltofc  European  kingdoms,  which  are  connected 
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with  it,  would  have  been  different :  if  P erfia  had 
not  been  delivered  by  this  daring  genius,  the 
Ruffians  would  ftill.  have  poffeffed  the  rich  pio- 
vinces,  which  border  on  the  Cafpian  lake,  and 
would,  no  doubt,  have  attacked  the  Turks  on  the 
fide  of  Georgia,  which  might  have  given  them  the 
dominion  of  the  Black  Sea,  andi  might  have 
opened  a  paffage  to  Conjlantinople  itielf ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Turks ,  being  poffeffed  of  all 
Media ,  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Cyrus,  might 
have  driven  the  Ruffians  from  Afia,  and  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  retire  beyond  the  mountains  of 
Caucafus  ;  laftly,  if  India  had  not  been  drained 
of  its  treafures  in  1738,  the  Mogul  Empire 
would  not  have  been  weakened  and  divided, 
the  Nawdb  or  Viceroys  would  not  have  declared 
themfelves  independent  of  the  Emperor,  and 
confequently  our  fettlements  on.  the  Ganges  would 
ftill  have  depended  for  protection  on  the  court  of 

Dehli. 


the  end. 
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Advertifement. 


CT~HE  following  Effay  has  already  been  printed \ 
by  way  of  Commentary  on  a  Collection  of 
Eaftern  Poems,  to  which  it  is  added ;  but ,  as  it 
contains  many  remarks  on  the  manners  of  the 
Afiaticks,  it  feemed  proper  to  be  inferted  in  this 
Volume ,  after  the  Life  of  Nader  Shah  :  it  will 
be  found  very  different ,  both  in  form  and  flyle , 
from  the  Treatife ,  which  the  Author  wrote  in 
French  on  the  fame  fubjedi ,  and  pub  li fed  in  1 770, 
with  his  Tranjlation  of  the  King  of  Denmark's 
Perfian  Manufcript.  Both  thefe  Difjertations 
were  intended  only  as  introductory  to  a  much 
larger  work ,  on  the  Aiiatick  Poetry,  written  in 
Latin  for  the  convenience  of  learned  joreignersy 
and  entitle d,  Poefeos  Afiaticas  Commentarii, 
which  will  be  offered  to  the  pub  lick  in  the  middle 
of  next  March . 
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ON  THE 

POETRY  of  the  EASTERN  NATIONS. 


ARABIA,  I  mean  that  part  of  it,  which 
we  call  the  Happy,  and  which  the  Afiaticks 
know  by  the  name  of  Yemen ,  feems  to  be 
the  only  country  in  the  world,  in  which  we  can 
properly  lay  the  fcene  of  paftoral  poetry  \  becaufe 
no  nation  at  this  day  can  vie  with  tne  Arabians  in 
the  delightfulnefs  of  their  climate,  and  the  fim— 
plicity  of  their  manners.  There  is  a  valley,  in¬ 
deed,  to  the  north  of  Indofian ,  called  Cajhmir , 
which,  according  to  an  account  written  by  a 
native  of  it,  is  a  perfect  garden,  exceedingly  fruit® 
ful,  and  watered  by  a  thoufand  rivulets:  but 
when  its  inhabitants  were  iubdued  by  the  fira** 
tagem  of  a  lAogul  prince,  they  ioft  their  happR 
iiefs  with  their  liberty,  and  Arabia  retained  its 
old  title  without  any  rival  to  difpute  it.  Thefe 
are  not  the  fancies  of  a  poet :  the  beauties  of 
Yemen  are  proved  by  the  concurrent  teftimony 
of  all  travellers,  by  the  defcriptions  of  it  in  all 
the  writings  of  AJia ,  and  by  the  nature  and 
htuation  of  the  country  itfelf,  which  lies  be® 
tween,  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  degrees  of 
northern  latitude,  under  a  ferene  Iky,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  favourable  influence  of  the 

fun  ;  it  is  enclofed  on  one  fide  by  vaft  rocks 

and 
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and  deferts,  and  defended  on  the  other  by  a 
tempeftuous  fea,  fo  that  it  feems  to  have  been 
defigned  by  Providence  for  the  moft  fecure,  as 
well  as  the  moft  beautiful,  region  of  the  Eaft 

Its  principal  cities  are  Sanaa ,  ufually  confidered 
as  its  metropolis  ;  Zebid ,  a  commercial  town, 
that  lies  in  a  large  plain  near  the  fea  of  Omman ; 
and  Aden,  furrounded  with  pleafant  gardens  and 
woods,  which  is  fituated  eleven  degrees  from 
the  Equator ,  and  feventy-fix  from  the  Fortunate 
IJlands,  or  Canaries ,  where  the  geographers  of 
Afa  fix  their  firft  meridian.  It  is  obfervable 
that  Aden ,  in  the  Eaft  era  dialers,  is  precifely  the 
fame  word  with  Eden ,  which  we  apply  to  the 
garden  of  paradife  :  it  has  two  fenfes,  according 
to  a  flight  difference  in  its  pronunciation  ;  its  firft 
meaning  is  a  fettled  abode ,  its  fecond,  delight , 
foftnefs ,  or  tranquillity  :  the  word  Eden  had, 
/probably,  one  of  thefe  fenfes  in  the  facred  text, 
though  we  ufe  it  as  a  proper  name.  We  may 
alfo  obferve  in  this  place  that  T men  itfelf  takes 
its  name  from  a  word,  which  fignifies  verdure , 
and  felicity,  for  in  thofe  fuitry  climates,  the 
freftmefs  of  the  fhade,  and  the  coolnefs  of  water. 


*  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive,  what  induced  the  illuftrious 
Prince.  Cant  emir  to  contend,  that  Yemen  is  properly  a  part  of 
India  ;  for,  not  to  mention  Ptolemy,  and  the  other  ancients, 
who  confidered  it  as  a  province  of  Arabia ,  nor  to  infill  on  the 
language  of  the  country,  which  is  pure  Arabick ,  it  is  deferi- 
bed  by  the  AJiaticks.  themfelves  as  a  large  divilion  of  that 
peninfula,  which  they  call  Jezeiratul  Arab  ;  and  there  is  no 
more  reafon  for  annexing  it  to  India,  becaufe  the  fea,  which 
wath.es  one  iide  of  it,  is  looked  upon  by  fome  writers  as 
belonging  to  the  great  Indian  ocean,  than  there  would  be  for 
annexing  it  to  Perjia ,  becaufe  it  is  bounded  on  another  iide  by 
the  Perjian  gulf. 

2  '  •  are 
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are  ideas  almoft  infeparable  from  that  of  liappi- 
nefs  ;  and  this  may  be  a  reafon  why  moil  of  the 
Oriental  nations  agree  in  a  tradition  concerning 
a  delightful  fpot,  where  the  firft  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  were  placed  before  their  fall.  The 
ancients,  who  gave  the  name  of  Eudaimon ,  or 
Happy,  to  this  country,  either  meaned  to  tranflate 
the  word  Temen ,  or,  more  probably,  only  alluded 
to  the  valuable  fpice- trees,  and  balfamick  plants, 
that  grow  in  it,  and,  without  fpeaking  poetically, 
give  a  real  perfume  to  the  air*  :  now  it  is  certain 
that  all  poetry  receives  a  very  confide  .  able  or¬ 
nament  from  the  beauty  of  natural  images;  as  the 
rofes  of  Sharon ,  the  verdure  of  Carmel ,  the  vines 
of  Engaddiy  and  the  dew  of  Hermcn,  are  the  four- 
ces  of  many  pleating  metaphors  and  comparifons 
in  the  facred  poetry  :  thus  the  odours  of  Temeny 
the  mufk  of  Hadramut ,  and  the  pearls  of  Omman , 
fupply  the  Arabian  poets  with  a  great  variety  of 
allufions ;  and,  if  the  remark  of  Hermogenes  be 
juft,  that  whatever  is  delightful  to  the  fenfes  pro¬ 
duces  the  Beautiful  when  it  is  deferibed,  where 
can  we  find  fo  much  beauty  as  in  the  Eaftern 
poems,  which  turn  chiefly  upon  the  lovelieft  ob¬ 
jects  in  nature  ? 

To  purfue  this  topick  yet  farther:  it  is  an  ob- 
fervation  of  Demetrius  of  B haler ay  in  his  elegant 
treatife  upon  ftyle,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  write 
on  agreeable  fubjecls  in  a  difagreeable  manner, 
and  that  beautiful  exprejjions  naturally  rife  with 


*  '  I  he  writer  of  an  old  hiitory  of  the  Turkijk  Empire  fays, 
“  The  air  of  Egypt  fome  times  in  fummer  is  like  any  Jkveet  per- 
fume j  and  ahnof  fujfocates  the  /frits,  caufcd  by  the  *ujind 
that  brings  the  odours  of  the  Arabian  fpicesd3 

beautiful 
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beautiful  images  ;  for  which  reafon ,  fays  he,  no* 
thing  can  be  more  pleafing  than  Sappho’s  poetry , 
which  contains  the  defcription  of  gardens ,  and  ban¬ 
quets  ,  flowers  and  fruits ,  fountains  and  meadows , 
nightingales  and  turtle-doves ,  loves  and  graces  : 
thus,  when  file  fpeaks  of  <2  ftream  foftly  murmuring 
among  the  branches ,  the  Zephyrs  playing  through 

the  leaves ,  with  a  found ,  that  brings  on  a  quiet 
J lumber ,  her  lines  flow  without  labour  as  fmoothly 
as  the  rivulet  fhe  defcribes.  I  may  have  altered 
the  words  of  Demetrius ,  as  I  quote  them  by 
memory,  but  this  is  the  general  fenfe  of  his 
remark,  which,  if  it  be  not  rather  fpecious  than 
juft,  muft  induce  us  to  think,  that  the  poets  of 
the  Eafl  may  vie  with  thofe  of  Europe  in  the 
graces  of  their  diflion ,  as  well  as  in  the  liveliness 
of  their  images  :  but  we  muft  not  believe  that  the 
Arabian  poetry  can  pleafe  only  by  its  descrip¬ 
tions  of  beauty  \  fince  the  gloomy  and  terrible 
obje<fts,  which  produce  the  fublime ,  when  they 
are  aptly  defcribed,  are  no  where  more  common 
than  in  the  Defert  and  Stony  Arabia’ s ;  and,  indeed, 
we  fee  nothing  fo  frequently  painted  by  the 
poets  of  thofe  countries,  as  wolves  and  lions, 
precipices  and  forefts,  rocks  and  wilderneffes. 

If  we  allow  the  natural  oBjefts,  with  which 
the  Arabs  are  perpetually  converfant,  to  be  fab- 
lime,  and  beautiful ,  our  next  ftep  muft  be,  to 
confefs  that  their  cornparifons,  metaphors,  and 
allegories  are  fo  likewife  *,  for  an  allegory  is  a 
fixing  of  metaphors,  a  metaphor  is  a  fiiort  flmile, 
and  the  fineft  flmiles  are  drawn  from  natural 
obje&s.  It  is  true  that  many  of  the  Eaflern 
figures  are  common  to  other  nations,  but  fome 
of  them  receive  a  propriety  from  the  manners 
of  the  Arabians 7  who  dwell  in  the  plains  and 

woods. 
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woods,  which  would  be  loll,  if  they  came  from 
the  inhabitants  of  cities  :  thus  the  dew  of  libe¬ 
rality,  and  the  odour  of  reputation ,  are  metaphors 
ufed  by  moft  people  ;  but  they  are  wonderfully 
proper  in  the  mouths  of  thole,  who  have  io 
much  need  of  being  refreflied  by  the  dews ,  and 
who  gratify  their  fenfe  of  fmelling  wuth  the 
fweetejl  odours  in  the  world.  Again  ;  it  is  very 
ufual  in  all  countries,  to  make  frequent  allufions 
to  the  brightnefs  of  the  celeftial  luminaries, 
which  give  their  light  to  all ;  but  the  metaphors 
taken  from  them  have  an  additional  beauty,  if 
we  confider  them  as  made  by  a  nation,  who  pafs 
moft  of  their  nights  in  the  open  air,  or  in  tents, 
and  confequentiy  fee  the  moon  and  ftars  in  their 
greateft  fplendour.  This  way  of  confidering 
their  poetical  figures  will  give  many  of  them  a 
grace,  which  they  would  not  have  in  our  lan¬ 
guages  :  fo,  when  they  compare  the  foreheads  of 
their  mijlrefjes  to  the  morning ,  their  locks  to  the  night , 
their  faces  to  the  fun ,  to  the  moon ,  or  the  blojfoms  of 
jafmine ,  their  cheeks  to  rofes  or  ripe  fruit ,  their  teeth 
to  pearls ,  h ail- f  ones,  and  fnow-drops ,  their  eyes  to 
the  flowers  of  the  narcijfus,  their  curled  hair  to 
black  fcorpions,  and  to  hyacinths ,  their  Ups  to  rubies 
or  wine ,  the  form  of  their  breafls  to  pomegranates , 
and  the  colour  of  them  to  fnow,  their  Jhape  to  that 
of  a  pine-tree,  and  their  Jlature  to  that  of  a  cyprefs , 
a  palm-tree,  or  a  javelin,  &c.  *  thefe  comparifons.. 


*  See  Noweiri,  cited  by  the  very  learned  Rcijke, 
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many  of  which  would  feern  forced  in  our  idioms, 
have  undoubtedly  a  great  delicacy  in  theirs,  and 
affect  their  minds  in  a  peculiar  manner  ;  yet  upon 
the  whole  their  iimiles  are  very  juft  and  ftriking, 
as  that  of  the  blue  eyes  of  a  fine  woman ,  bathed  in 
tears ,  to  violets  dropping  with  dew  *,  and  that  of 
a  warriour ,  advancing  at  the  head  of  his  army ,  to 
an  eagle  failing  through  the  air ,  and  piercing  the 
clouds  with  his  wings . 

Tilde  'are  not  the  only  advantages,  which  the 
datives  of  Arabia  enjoy  above  the  inhabitants  of 
rnoft  other  countries  :  they  preferve  to  this  day 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  their  anceftors,  who, 
bv  their  own  account,  were  fettled  in  the  province 
of  Temen  above  three  thoufand  years  ago  ;  they 
have  never  been  wholly  fubdued  by  any  nation  *, 
and  though  the  admiral  of  Selim  the  Firft  made  a 
del  cent  on  their  coaft,  and  exaded  a  tribute 
from  the  people  of  Aden ,  yet  the  Arabians  only 
keep  up  a  ihow  of  allegiance  to  the  Sultan,  and 
ad,  on  every  important  occahon,  in  open  de¬ 
fiance  of  his  power,  relying  on  the  fwiftnefs  of 
their  horfes,  and  the  vaft  extent  of  their  forefts, 
in  which  an  invading  enemy  muft  foon  periftx  : 
but  here  I  muft  be  underftood  to  fpeak  of  thofe 


*  See  the  Arabic's.  Miicellany,  entitled  Shecar dan,  ch.  14. 
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Arabians ,  who,  like  the  old  Nomades ,  dwell  con- 
llantly  in  their  tents,  and  remove  from  place  to 
place  according  to  the  feafons  \  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  cities,  who  trahick  with  the  merchants 
of  Europe  in  fpices,  perfumes,  and  coffee,  mull 
have  loft  a  great  deal  of  their  ancient  fimplkity  : 
the  others  have,  certainly,  retained  it ;  and,  ex¬ 
cept  when  their  tribes  are  engaged  in  war,  fpend 
their  days  in  watching  their  flocks  ana  camels, 
or  in  repeating  their  native  longs,  which  they 
pour  out  aim  oft  extempore,  profelling  a  contempt 
for  the  {lately  pillars,  and  folemn  buildings  of  the 
cities,  compared  with  the  natural  charms  of  the 
country,  and  the  coolnefs  of  their  tents :  thus 
they  pafs"  their  lives  in  the  htgheft  pleafure,  of 
which  they  have  any  conception,  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  moft  delightful  objecfts,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  perpetual  fpring  ;  for  we  may  ap¬ 
ply  to  part  of  Arabia  that  elegant  couplet  of 
Waller  in  his  poem  of  the  Summer -if! and , 

The  gentle  fpring,  that  but  falutes  us  here. 

Inhabits  there,  and  courts  them  all  the  year* 

Yet  the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  muft  be  very 
intenfe  in  a  climate  fo  near  the  Line,  is  tempered 
by  the  fhade  of  the  trees,  that  overhang  the 
valleys,  and  by  a  number  of  frefh  ftreams,  that 
flow  down  the  mountains.  Hence  it  is,  that  al~ 
moft  all  their  notions  of  felicity  are  taken  from 
frefhnefs  and  verdure:  it  is  a  maxim  among  tnem 
that  the  three  moft  charming  objects  in  nature 
are,  ^  a  green  meadow ,  a  clear  rivulet ,  and  a 


See  the  life  of  Tamerlane »  puDlilhed  by  Golius ,  page  299. 
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beautiful  woman ,  and  that  the  view  of  thefe  ol> 
jefts  at  the  fame  time  affords  the  greateft  delight 
imaginable.  Mahomed  was  fo  well  acquainted 
with  the  maxim  of  his  countrymen,  that  he  de- 
fa  ibed  the  pleafures  of  heaven  to  them,  under 
the  allegory  of  cool  fountains ,  green  bowers ,  and 
black-eyed  girls ,  as  the  word  Houri  literally  iig- 
nifies  in  Arabick  ;  and  in  the  chapter  of  the 
Morning- ,  towards  the  end  of  his  Alcoran ,  he  men- 
tions  a  garden,  called  Irem ,  which  is  no  lefs  ce¬ 
lebrated  by  the  Afiatick  poets  than  that  of  the 
Hefperides  by  the  Greeks :  it  was  planted,  as  the 
commentators  fay,  by  a  king,  named  Shed  ad , 
and  was  once  feen  by  an  Arabian ,  who  wandered 
very  far  into  the  deferts  in  fearch  of  a  loft  camel : 
it  was,  probably,  a  name  invented  by  the  im¬ 
porter,  as  a  type  of  a  future  ftate  of  happinefs. 
Now  it  is  certain  that  the  genius  of  every  nation 
is  not  a  little  affected  by  their  climate  ;  for, 
whether  it  be  that  the  immoderate  heat  difpofes 
the  Eaftern  people  to  a  life  of  indolence,  which 
gives  them  full  leifure  to  cultivate  their  talents, 
or  whether  the  fan  has  a  real  influence  on  the 
imagination  (as  one  would  fuppofe  that  the  An¬ 
cients  believed,  by  their  making  Apollo  the  god 
of  poetry)  ;  whatever  be  the  caufe,  it  has  always 
been  remarked,  that  the  Afiaticks  excel  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  our  colder  regions  in  the  livelinefs  of 
their  fancy,  and  the  richnefs  of  their  invention. 

To  carry  this  fubjed  one  ftep  farther  :  as  the 
Arabians  are  fuch  admirers  of  beauty ,  and  as  they 
enjoy  fuch  eafe  and  leifure,  they  muft  naturally 
be  fufceptible  of  that  fajjion ,  which  is  the  true 
fpring  and  fource  of  agreeable  poetry  ;  and  \vq 
find,  indeed,  that  love  has  a  greater  ftiare  in 
their  poems  than  any  other  paffion  :  it  feems  to 
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be  always  uppermoft  in  their  minds,  and  there 
is  hardly  an  elegy,  a  panegyrick,  or  even  a 
fatire,  in  their  language,  which  does  not  begin 
with  the  complaints  of  an  unfortunate,  or  the 
exultations  of  a  fuccefsful,  lover.  It  fometimes 
happens,  that  the  young  men  of  one  tribe  are 
in  love  with  the  damfels  of  another  ;  and,  as 
the  tents  are  frequently  removed  on  a  hidden, 
the  lovers  are  often  feparated  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  courtfhip  :  hence  almoft  all  the  Arabick  poems 
open  in  this  manner ;  the  author  bewails  the 
hidden  departure  of  his  miftrefs,  Hinda,  Maia, 
Zeineb,  or  Azza,  and  defcribes  her  beauty,  com¬ 
paring  her  to  a  wanton  fawn,  that  plays  among 
the  aromatick  fhrubs ;  his  friends  endeavour  to 
comfort  him,  but  he  refufes  confblation  ;  he 
declares  his  refolution  of  vifiting  his  beloved, 
though  the  way  to  her  tribe  lie  through  a  dread¬ 
ful  wildernefs,  or  even  through  a  den  of  lions  ; 
here  he  commonly  gives  a  defcription  of  the 
horfe  or  camel,  upon  which  he  defigns  to  go, 
and  thence  pafles,  by  an  eafy  tranfition,  to  the 
principal  fubject  of  his  poem,  whether  it  be  the 
praife  of  his  own  tribe,  or  a  fatire  on  the  timi¬ 
dity  of  his  friends,  who  refufe  to  attend  him  in 
his  expedition  ;  though  very  frequently  the  piece 
turns  wholly  upon  love.  But  it  is  no't  fuilicient 
that  a  nation  have  a  genius  for  poetry,  unlefs 
they  have  the  advantage  of  a  rich  and  beautiful 
language,  that  their  expreihons  may  be  ’worthy 
of  their  fentiments ;  the  Arabians  have  this  ad¬ 
vantage  alfo  in  a  high  degree  :  their  language  is 
expreffive,  ftrong,  fonorous,  and  the  moft  co¬ 
pious,  perhaps,  in  the  world ;  for,  as  almoft 
every  tribe  had  many  words  appropriated  to 
itfelf,  the  poets,  for  the  convenience  of  their 
pieafure,  or  fometimes  for  their  lingular  beauty, 
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made  ufe  of  them  all,  and,  as  the  poems  be^ 
came  popular,  thefe  words  were  by  degrees 
incorporated  with  the  whole  language,  like  a 
number  of  little  fir  earns,  which  meet  together 
in  one  channel,  and,  forming  a  moft  plentiful 
river,  Row  rapidly  into  the  fea. 

If  (his  way  of  arguing  a  priori  be  admitted  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  (and  no  fingle  man  has  a  right 
to  infer  the  merit  of  the  Eaftern  poetry  from  the 
poems  therrsfelves,  becaufe  no  fingle  man  has  a 
privilege  of  judging  for  all  the  reft)  if  the  fore- 
going  argument  have  any  weight,  we  muft  con¬ 
clude  that  the  Arabians ,  being  perpetually  con- 
v  erf  ant  with  the  moft  beautiful  objects,  fpending 
a  calm  and  agreeable  life  in  a  fine  climate,  being 
extremely  addicted  to  the  fofter  paffions,  and 
having  the  advantage  of  a  language  Angularly 
adapted  to  poetry,  muft  be  naturally  excellent 
poets,  provided  that  their  manners  and  cujtoms 
be  favourable  to  the  cultivation  of  that  art ; 
and  that  they  are  highly  fo,  it  will  not 'be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  prove. 

I  he  fondnefs  of  the  Arabians  for  poetry,  and 
the  reipeft  which  they  fhow  to  poets,  would  be 
fcarce  believed,  if  we  were  not  allured  of  it  by 
writers  qf  great  authority :  the  principal  occa? 
iions  of  rejoicing  among  them  were  formerly, 
and,  very  probably,  are  to  this  day,  the  birth 
pf  4  boy,  the  foaling  of  a  mare,  the  arrival  of 
a  gueft,  and  the  rife  of  a  poet  in  their  tribe  : 
when  a  young  Arabian  has  compoffed  a  good 
poem,  all  the  neighbours  pay  their  compliments 
tQ  his  family,  and  congratulate  them  upon 

recording  their 
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pofterity.  At  the  beginning  of  the  feventh 
century,  the  Arabick  language  was  brought  to 
a  high  degree  of  perfection  by  a  fort  of  poetical 
Academy,  that  ufed  to  affemble  at  hated  times, 
in  a  place  called  Ocadh ,  where  every  poet  pro¬ 
duced  his  beft  compofition,  and  was  fare  to 
meet  with  the  applaufe  that  it  deferved  :  the 
moll  excellent  of  thefe  poems  were  tranfcribed 
in  characters  of  gold  upon  Egyptian  paper,  and 
hung  up  in  the  temple,  whence  they  were  named 
Modhahebat ,  or  Golden ,  and  Moallakat ,  or  Sus¬ 
pended  :  the  poems  of  this  fort  were  called  Caf 
feida’s  or  eclogues ,  *  feven  of  which  are  preferved 
in  our  libraries,  and  are  coniidered  as  the  fineft 
that  were  written  before  the  time  of  Mahomed \ 

The  fourth  of  them,  compofed  by  Lebtd,  is  purely 
paftoral,  and  extremely  like  the  Alexis,  of  Virgil, 
but  far  more  beautiful,  becaufe  it  is  more  agree¬ 
able  to  nature  :  the  poet  begins  with  praifing 
the  charms  of  the  fair  Novara  (a  word,  which 
in  Arabick  fignifies  a  timorous  fawn)  but  inveighs 
againft  her  unkindnefs  ;  he  then  interweaves  a 
defcription  of  his  young  camel,  which  he  com¬ 
pares  for  its  fwiftnefs  to  a  flag  purfued  by  the 
hounds  ;  and  takes  occafion  afterwards .  to  men¬ 
tion  his  own  riches,  accompliiliments,  liberality, 
and  valour,  his  noble  birth,  and  the  glory  of 
his  tribe  ;  the  diclion  of  this  poem  is  eafy  and 


*  Thefe  feven  poems,  clearly  tranfcribed  with  explanatory 
notes,  are  among  Pocock’ s  manufcripts  at  Oxford ,  N°  164  : 
the  names  of  the  feven  poets  are  Amralkeis ,  Tarafa ,  Zahar , 
Lehid,  Antara ,  Amru,  and  Hareth.  In  the  fame  collection, 
N°  174?  there  is  a  manufcript,  containing  above  forty  other 
poems,  which  had  the  honour  of  being  fufpended  in  the 
temple  at  Mecca :  this  volume  is  an  ineilimable  treaiure  o! 
ancient  Arabiek  literature.  >. 
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Ample,  yet  elegant,  tne  numbers  flowing  and 
muflcal,  and  tlie  fentiments  wonderfully  natu- 
i  ai  ^  as  die  learned  reader  will  fee  by  the  follow- 
ing  paflage,  which  I  fhall  attempt  to  imitate  in 
vei  xe,  that  the  merit  of  the  poet  may  not  be 
wholly  loft  in  a  verbal  tranllation  : 


.bat  ah  J  thou  know  Jl  not  in  what  youthful  play 
Our  nights ,  beguil'd  with  pie afure^  fw am  away  ; 
Gay  fongSj  and  cheerful  tales ,  deceiv'd  the  timey 
ylnd  circling  goo  lets  made  a  tuneful  chime  ; 

Sweet  was  the  draughty  and fweet  the  blooming  maid9 
Who  touch'd  her  lyre  beneath  the  fragrant  Jhade ; 
We  ftp  d  till  morning  purpled  ev'  ry  plain  / 
dan f els  flumber' d^  hut  we  fip'd  again  : 

1  he  waking  birds ,  that  fung  on  ev' ry  tree 
Tueir  early  notes ,  were  not  fo  blithe  as  we^. 


The  Mahomedan  writers  tell  a  ftory  of  this 
poet,  which  deferves  to  be  mentioned  here  :  it 
as  a  cuftom,  it  fecms,  among  the  old  Arabians , 
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for  the  moft  eminent  verfifiers  to  hang  up  fome 
chofen  couplets  on  the  gate  of  the  temple,  as  a 
publick  challenge  to  their  brethren,  who  ftrove 
to  anfwer  them  before  the  next  meeting  at 
Ocadh ,  at  which  time  the  whole  affembly  ufed 
to  determine  the  merit  of  them  all,  and  gave 
fome  mark  of  diftindion  to  the  author  of  the 
fin  elf  verfes.  Now  Lebid,  who,  we  are  told, 
had  been  a  violent  oppofer  of  Mahomed ,  fixed  a 
poem  on  the  gate,  beginning  with  the  following 
diftich,  in  which  he  apparently  meaned  to  refled: 
upon  the  new  religion  :  Are  not  all  things  vain , 
which  come  not  from  God  f  and  will  not  all  honours 
decay ,  hut  thofe ,  which  He  cojifers  *  f  Thefe  lines 
appeared  fo  fublime,  that  none  of  the  poets  ven¬ 
tured  to  anfwer  them  ;  till  Mahomed ,  who  was* 
himfelf  a  poet,  having  compofed  a  new  chapter 
of  his  Alcoran  (the  fecond,  I  think)  placed  the 
opening  of  it  by  the  fide  of  Lebid’s  poem,  who 
no  fooner  read  it,  than  he  declared  it  to  be  fome- 
thing  divine,  confefled  his  own  inferiority,  tore 
his  verfes  from  the  gate,  and  embraced  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  his  rival ;  to  whom  he  was  afterwards 
extremely  ufeful  in  replying  to  the  fatires  of 
Amralkeis ,  who  was  continually  attacking  the 
doctrine  of  Mahomed :  the  Afiaticks  add,  that  their 
lawgiver  acknowledged  fome  time  after,  that  no 
heathen  poet  had  ever  produced  a  nobler  diftich 
than  that  of  Lebid  juft  quoted. 
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There  are  a  few  other  collections  of  ancient 
Arabick  poetry;  but  the  moft  famous  of  them 
is  called  Hamdfa ,  and  contains  a  number  of 
epigrams ,  and  elegies ,  cornpofed  on  various  * 

occalions  :  it  was  compiled  by  T emam ,  who 

was  an  excellent  poet  himfelf,  and  ufed  to  fay, 
that  fine  fientiments  delivered  in  profe  were  like  gems 
fcattered  at  random ,  but  that ,  when  they  were  con¬ 
fined  in  a  poetical  meafiure ,  they  refembled  bracelets 
and  firings  of  p earls  When  the  religion  and 
language  of  Mahojned  were  fpread  over  the 
greater  part  of  Afia,  and  the  maritime  countries 
of  Africa ,  it  became  a  fafhion  for  the  poets  of 
Terfia ,  Syria ,  Egypt ,  Mauritania ,  and  even  of 
Tart  ary ,  to  write  in  Arabick ;  and  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  verfes  in  that  idiom,  cornpofed  by  the 
brighteft  genius’s  of  thofe  nations,  are  to  be 
feen  in  a  large  mifcellany,  entitled  Tateima  ; 
though  many  of  their  works  are  tranfcribed 
feparately  :  it  will  be  needlefs  to  fay  much  on 
the  poetry  of  the  Syrians ,  Tartarians ,  and  ^4/K- 
ftnce  moft  of  the  arguments,  before  ufed 
in  favour  of  the  Arabs ,  have  equal  weight  with 
refpedt  to  the  other  Mahomedans ,  who  have  done 
little  more  than  imitate  their  ftyle,  and  adopt 
their  expreffions ;  for  which  reafon  alfo  I  fliall 
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dwell  the  fliorter  time  on  the  genius  and  man¬ 
ners  of  the  Perfians ,  "Turks,  and  Indians. 

The  great  empire,  which  we  call  PERSIA , 
is  known  to  its  natives  by  the  name  of  Iran ; 
fince  the  word  Perfia  belongs  only  to  a  particular 
province,  the  ancient  Perfis ,  and  is  very  impro¬ 
perly  applied  by  us  to  the  whole  kingdom  :  but, 
in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of  our  geogra¬ 
phers,  I  fliall  give  the  name  of  Perfia  to  that 
celebrated  country,  which  lies  on  one  fide  be¬ 
tween  the  Cafpian  and  Indian  feas,  and  extends 
on  the  other  from  the  mountains  of  Candahar , 
or  Paropamifus ,  to  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Cyrus  and  Araxes ,  containing  about  twenty  de¬ 
grees  from  fouth  to  north,  and  rather  more  from 
eaft  to  weft. 


In  fo  vaft  a  tradl  of  land  there  muft  needs  be 
a  great  variety  of  climates:  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  are  no  lefs  unhealthy  and  fultry,  than 
thofe  of  the  north  are  rude  and  unpleafant ;  but 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  empire  the  air  is 
mild  and  temperate,  and,  from  the  beginning 
of  May  to  September,  there  is  fcarce  a  cloud  to 
be  feen  in  the  fey  :  the  remarkable  calmnefs  of 
the  f'ummer  nights,  and  the  wonderful  fplendour 
of  the  moon  and  ftars  in  that  country,  often 
tempt  the  Perfians  to  fleep  on  the  tops  of  their 
houfes,  which  are  generally  hat,  where  they  can¬ 
not  but  obferve  the  figures  of  the  conftellations, 
and  the  various  appearances  of  the  heavens;  and 
this  may  in  foment  eafure  account  for  theperpetual 
alluftons  of  their  poets,  and  rhetoricians,  to  the 
beauty  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  We  are  apt  to 
cenfure  the  oriental  ftyle  for  being  fo  full  of 
aietaphors  taken  from  the  fun  and  moon :  this 
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is  afcribed  by  fome  to  the  bad  tafte  of  the  AJia~ 
ticks ;  the  works  of  the  Perfians,  fays  M.  de  Vol¬ 
taire  ^  are  line  the  titles  of  their  kings ,  in  which 
the  fun  and  moon  are  often  introduced :  but  they  do 
not  reflect,  that  every  nation  has  a  fet  of  images, 
and  expreffions,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  which  arife 
from  the  difference  of  its  climate,  manners,  and 
Mftory.  There  feems  to  be  another  reafon  for 
the  frequent  allufions  of  the  Perfians  to  the  fun, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  traced  from  the  old 
language  and  popular  religion  of  their  country  : 
tnus  Mihridad ,  or  Mithridates ,  fignifies  the  gift  of 
the  fun,  and  anfwers  to  the  Theodoras  and  Diodati 
of  other  nations.  As  to  the  titles  of  the  E after n 
monarchs,  which  feem,  indeed,  very  extrava¬ 
gant  to  our  ears,  they  are  merely  formal,  and 
no  lefs  void  of  meaning  than  thofe  of  European 
princes,  in  which  feremty  and  highnefs  are  often 
attributed  to  the  molt  gloomy ,  and  low-minded  of 
men* 


i 

The  midland  provinces  of  Perfia  abound  in 
fruits  and  flowers  of  ahnoft  every  kind,  and, 
with  proper  culture,  might  be  made  the  garden 
of  Afia :  they  are  not  watered,  indeed,  by  any 
confiderable  river,  flnce  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates , 
the  Cyrus  and  Araxes ,  the  Oxuf,  and  the  five 
branches  of  the  Indus,  are  at  the  farthefi:  limits 
or  the  kingdom  ;  but  the  natives,  who  have  a 
tum  for  agriculture,  fupply  that  defect  by  arti¬ 
ficial  canals,  which  fufficiently  temper  the  dry- 
nefs  of  the  foil ;  but  in  faying  they  fupply  that 
defect,  I  am  falling  into  a  common  error,  and 
reprefenting  the  country,  not  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
but  as  it  was  a  century  ago  ;  for  a  long  feries  of 
civil  wars  and  maffacres  have  now  deftroyed  the 
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chief  beauties  of  Perfia ,  by  ftripping  it  of  its 
moft  induftrious  inhabitants. 

The  fame  diffei  :ence  of  climate,  that  affefts 
the  air  and  foil  of  this  extenfive  country,  gives 
a  variety  alfo  to  the  perfons  and  temper  of  its 
natives  :  in  fome  provinces  they  have  dark  com¬ 
plexions,  and  harili  features ;  in  others  they  are 
exquifitely  fair,  and  well  made  ;  in  fome  others, 
nervous  and  robuft  :  but  the  general  charader 
of  the  nation  is  that foftnefs ,  and  love  of  pleafure , 
that  indolence ,  and  effeminacy ,  which  have  made 
them  an  eafy  prey  to  all  the  weftern  and  northern, 
fwarms,  that  have  from  time  to  time  invaded 
them.  Yet  they  are  not  wholly  void  of  martial 
fpirifc  *  and,  if  they  are  not  naturally  brave,  they 
are  at  leak  extremely  docile,  and  might,  with 
proper  difcipline,  be  made  excellent  foldiers  : 
but  the  greater  part  of  them,  in  the  fliort  inter¬ 
vals  of  peace  that  they  happen  to  enjoy,  con- 
ftantly  fink  into  a  Rate  of  inactivity,  and  pafs 
their  lives  in  a  pleafurable,  yet  ftudious,  retire¬ 
ment  ;  and  this  may  be  one  reafon,  why  Perfia 
has  produced  more  writers  of  every  kind,  and 
chiefly  poets ,  than  all  Europe  together,  fince  their 
way  of  life  gives  them  leifure  to  purfue  thofe 
arts,  which  cannot  be  cultivated  to  advantage, 
without  the  greatefl:  caimnefs  and  ferenity  of 
mind.  There  is  a  manufcript  at  Oxford  *,  con¬ 
taining  the  lives  of  an  hundred  and  thirty-five  of 
the  finefi  Perfian  poets ,  moft  of  whom  left  very 
ample  collections  of  their  poems  behind  them  : 
but  the  verfifiers,  and  moderate  poets ,  if  Horace 


*  Hyperoo  Bodl.  128.  There  is  a  prefatory  difcourfe  to 
this  curious  work,  which  comprifes  the  lives  of  ten  Arabian 
poets. 
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will  allow  any  fuch  men  to  exift,  are  without 
number  in  Perfia . 

This  delicacy  of  their  lives  and  fentiments  has 
infenlibly  affected  their  language,  and  rendered 
it  the  fofteft,  as  it  is -one  of  the  richeft,  in  the 
world  :  it  is  not  poffible  to  convince  the  reader 
of  this  truth,  by  quoting  a  paffage  from  a  Per * 
fan  poet  in  European  characters  ;  lince  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  found  cannot  be  determined  by  the  light, 
and  many  words,  which  are  foft  and  mufical 
in  the  mouth  of  a  Perjian ,  may  appear  harfh  to 
our  eyes,  with  a  number  of  confonants  and 
gutturals  :  it  may  not,  however,  be  abfurd  to 
let  down  in  this  place,  an  Ode  of  the  poet  Hafez , 
which,  if  it  be  not  fufficient  to  prove  the  de* 
licacy  of  his  language,  will  at  leaft  ihow  the 

livelinefs  of  his  poetry  : 

{  • 

Ai  had  neshni  ydrdarf 
Zan  nefhei  muf debar  dart  * 

Zinhar  mecan  diraz-defti ! 

Ba  turret,  o  che  car  dari  ? 

Ai  guf  to  cujd  wa  ruyi  zeibajh  ? 

O  taza ,  wa  to  kharbdr  dari . 

Nerkes ,  to  cujd  wa  chejhmi  mefejh  f 
O  ferkhojh ,  wa  to  khumdr  dari . 

Ai  feru ,  to  ba  kaddi  buiendejh $ 

Der  bagh  che  iytebdr  dari  f 
Ai  akl ,  to  ba  wujudi  ijhkejh 
Her  deft  che  ikhtiydr  dari  f 
Kihan ,  to  cujd  wa  khatti  febzefh  t 
O  mujhc ,  wa  to  ghubdr  dari . 

Ruzi  bures  bewajli  Hafiz , 

Gher  takati  yntizdr  dari«, 


That 
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That  is,  word  for  word,  0  fweet  gale ,  thou  hearefi 
the  fragrant  f  'cent  of  my  beloved  ;  thence  it  is  that 
thou  haft  this  inufky  odour .  Beware  !  do  not  Jleal : 
what  haft  thou  to  do  with  her  trefjes  ?  O  rofe ,  what 
art  thou ,  to  be  compared  with  her  bright  face  f  She 
is  frefh ,  and  thou  art  rough  with  thorns .  0  nar - 

cijfus ,  what  art  thou  in  comparifon  of  her  languijh - 
'ing  eye  f  Her  eye  is  only  fie epy,  but  thou  art  fick  and 
faint .  O  pine ,  compared  with  her  graceful  flat  ure, 
what  honour  haft  thou  in  the  garden  ?  0  wifdom , 
what  wouldft  thou  choofe ,  if  to  choofe  were  in  thy 
power ,  in  preference  to  her  love  ?  0  fweet  bafil, 
what  art  thou ,  to  be  compared  with  her  frefh  cheeks? 
They  are  perfect  mufk ,  but  thou  art  foon  withered . 
Come ,  my  beloved ,  Hafez  with  thy  .pre¬ 

fence,  if  thou  canft  but  flay  with  him  for  a  Jingle, 
day .  This  little  fong  is  not  unlike  a  v  fonnet 
afcribed  to  Shakefpeare ,  which  deferves  to  be 
cited  here,  as  a  proof  that  the  Eaftern  imagery 
is  not  fo  different  from  the  European  as  we  are 
apt  to  imagine. 

The  forward  violet  thus  did  I  chide  : 

«  Sweet  thief!  whence  didft  thou  Jleal  thy  fweet 
u  that  fnells , 

€£  If  not  from  my  love's  breath  ?  The  purple  pride , 

“  Which  on  thy  f oft  cheek  for  complexion  dwells , 

In  my  love's  veins  thou  haft  too  gr  of  sly  dyed  A 
The  lily  I  condemned  for  thy  hand , 

buds  of  marjoram  had  ftoVn  thy  hair ; 

The  rofes  fearfully  on  thorns  did  ft  and , 

One  blujhing  Jhame ,  another  white  defpair  ; 

A  third ,  nor  red,  nor  white  had  JloTn  of  both , 

And  to  his  robh'ry  had  annex'd  thy  breath  ; 

But  for  his  theft ,  in  pride  of  all  his  growth, 

A  vengeful  canker  eat  him  up  to  death • 

More 

‘  •  > 
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More  flowers  I  noted,  yet  I  none  could  fee , 
But  fcent  or  colour  it  had ftoln  from  thee . 


Shakefpeare’s  Poems,  p.  207, 


The  Perfian  Ryle  is  faid  to  be  ridiculoufly 
bombaft,  and  this  fault  is  imputed  to  the  flaviflx 
fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  is  ever  apt  to  mag¬ 
nify  the  objefts  that  are  placed  above  it :  there 
are  bad  writers,  to  be  fure,  in  every  country, 
and  as  many  in  Afa  as  elfewhere ;  but  if  we 
take  the  pains  to  learn  the  Perfian  language,  we 
fhall  find  that  thofe  authors,  who  are  generally 
efteemed  in  Perfia ,  are  neither  flaviili  in  their 
fentiments,  nor  ridiculous  in  their  expreflions  : 
of  which  the  following  pafiage  in  a  moral  work 
of  Sadi,  entitled  B  oft  an ,  or,  The  Garden ,  will  be 
a  fufiicient  proof.  I  have  heard  that  king  Nufhir - 
van,  juft  before  his  death ,  fpoke  thus  to  his  fon 
Hormuz  :  Be  a  guardian ,  my  fon ,  to  the  poor  and 
helplefs  and  be  not  confined  in  the  chains  of  thy 
own  indolence ,  No  one  can  be  at  eafe  in  thy  domi¬ 
nion,  while  thou  feekeft  only  thy  private  reft ,  and 
fay  eft.  It  is  enough,  A  wife  man  will  not  approve 
the  jhepherd ,  who  fleeps ,  while  the  wolf  is  in  the 
fold.  Go,  my  fon ,  protect  thy  weak  and  indigent- 
people  ;  fince  through  them  is  a  king  rafted  to  the 
diadem.  The  people  are  the  root ,  and  the  king  is 
the  tree  that  grows  from  it ;  and  the  tree ,  0  my  fon , 
derives  its  ftrength  from  the  root 
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Are  thefe  mean  fentiments,  delivered  in  pom¬ 
pous  language  ?  Are  they  not  rather  worthy  of 
our  molt  fpirited  writers  ?  And  do  they  not 
convey  a  fine  lelTon  for  a  young  king  ?  Yet  Sadi  s 
poems  are  highly  efteemed  at  Coiijlant  iv.ople ,  and 
at  Ifpahan  ;  though,  a  century  or  two  ago,  they 
would  have  been  fuppreffed  in  Europe,  for  Thread¬ 
ing  with  too  ftrong  a  glare  the  light  o.  libei  ty 

and  reafon. 

/  -•  ’  '  -  V 

As  to  the  great  Epick  poem  of  Ferdufi,  which 
was  compofed  in  the  tenth  century,  it  would 
require  a  very  long  treatife,  to  explain  all  its 
beauties  with  a  minute  exact  nets,  fne  whole 
collection  of  that  poet’s  works  is  called  Shah- 
ndma,  and  contains  the  hiftory  of  Perfia,  from 
the  earlieft  times  to  the  invafion  of  the  Arabs, 
in  a  feries  of  very  noble  poems  ;  the  longe.L  and 
moft  regular  of  which  is  an  heroich  poem  of 
one  great  and  interefting  action,  namely,  the 
delivery  of  Perfia  by  Cyrus  from  the  oppreffions 
of  Afrafiab,  king  of  the  Tranfoxan  Tartary,  who 
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being  affifted  by  the  emperours  of  India  and 
China ,  together  with  all  the  daemons,  giants,  and 
enchanters  of  Afia,  had  carried  his  c on q  11  efts 
very  far,  and  become  exceedingly  formidable  to 
the  Perfians.  This  poem  is  longer  than  the  Iliad ; 
the  characters  in  it  are  various  and  ftriking  ;  the 
figures  bold  and  animated  ;  and  the  didtion 
every  where  fonorous,  yet  noble ;  poliilied,  yet 
full  of  fire.  A  great  profufion  of  learning  has 
been  thrown  away  by  feme  criticks,  in  com¬ 
paring  Homer  with  the  heroick  poets,  who  have 
fucceeded  him  *,  but  it  requires  very  little  judg¬ 
ment  to  fee,  that  no  face  ceding  poet  whatever 
can  with  any  propriety  be  compared  with  Ho¬ 
mer  :  that  great  father  of  the  Grecian  poetry  and 
literature,  had  a  genius  too  fruitful  and  com- 
prehenfive  to  let  any  of  the  ftriking  parts  of 
nature  efcape  his  obfervation  ;  and  the  poets, 
who  have  followed  him,  have  done  little  more 
than  tranferibe  his  images,  and  give  a  new  drefs 
to  his  thoughts.  Whatever  elegance  and  re¬ 
finements,  therefore,  may  have  been  introduced 
into  the  works  of  the  moderns,  the  fpirit  and 
invention  of  Homer  have  ever  continued  without 
a  rival  :  for  which  reafons  I  am  far  from  pre¬ 
tending  to  affert  that  the  poet  of  Perfia  is  equal 
to  that  of  Greece ;  but  there  is  certainly  a  very 
great  refemblance  between  the  works  of  thofe 
extraordinary  men  :  both  drew  their  images 
from  nature  herfelf,  without  catching  them  only 
by  reflection,  and  painting,  in  the  manner  of 
the  modern  poets,  the  likenefs  of  a  likenefs ;  and 
both  poffefled,  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  rich 
and  creative  invention ,  which  is  the  very  foul  of 
foe  try* 


As 
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As  the  Perjians  borrowed  their  poetical  mea¬ 
sures,  and  the  forms  of  their  poems  from  the 
Arabians,  fo  the  C1  TIRKS,  when  they  had  cairied 
their  arms  into  Mefopotamia  and  AJfyria,  took 
their  numbers  and  their  take  for  poetry  from 
the  Perfians  ; 

Grcecia  capta  fcmm  viftorem  cepit,  et  artes 

Intulit  agrefti  Latio . 

In  the  fame  manner  as  the  Greek  compofitions 
were  the  models  of  all  the  Roman  writers*,  fo 
were  thofe  of  Perfia  imitated  by  the  Parks,  who 
coniiderably  polifhed  and  enriched  their  lan¬ 
guage,  naturally  barren,  by  the  number  of  fimple 
and  compound  words,  which  they,  adopted  from 
the  Perjian  and  Arabick .  Lady  Wortley  Montague 
very  juftly  obferves,  that  we  want  thofe  compound 
words ,  which  are  very  frequent  and,  ftrong  in  the 
T urkifh  language  ;  but  her  interpreters  led  her 
into  a  mi  flake  in  explaining  one  of  them,  which 
file  tranflates  fag-eyed,  and  thinks  a  very  lively 
image  of  the  fire  and  indifference  in  the  eyes  of  the 
royal -bride :  now  it  never  entered  into  the  mind 
of  an  Afatick  to  compare  his  miftrefs’s  eyes  to 
thofe  of  a  flag,  or  to  give  an  image  of  their  fire 
and  indifference  ;  the  darks  mean  to  exprefs  that 
fullnefs,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  that  foft  and  lan - 
guifhing  lufire,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  eyes  of 
their  beautiful  women,  and  which  by  no  means 
refembles  the  unpleafing  wildnefs  in  thofe  of  a 
flag.  The  original  epithet,  I  fuppofe,  was  *  Ahu 

chejhm,  or,  with  the  eyes  of  a  young  fawn :  now 

X  take 


*  This  epithet  Teems  to  anfwer  to  the  Greek  eAi 
wljich  our  grammarians  properly  interpret  nigris  ocuhs 

L  3  dewr* 
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’  V  ;  . 

I  take  the  Ahii  to  be  the  fame  animal  with  the 
Gazdl  of  the.  Arabians ,  and  the  Zabi  of  the  He¬ 
brews,  to  which  their  poets  allude  in  alrnoft 
every  page.  I  have  feen  one  of  thefe  animals  ; 

,  it  is  a  kind  of  antelope,  exquifitely  beautiful, 

with  eyes  uncommonly  black  and  large.  This 
is  the  fame  fort  of  roe,  to  which  Solomon  alludes  ' 
in  this  delicate  fimile  :  Thy  two  breafcs  are  like  two 
young  roes ,  that  are  twins ,  which  play  among-  the 
tines. 

‘ 'V.  '•  ,  i 

A  very  polite  fcholar,  who  has  lately  tran Hated 
fixteen  Odes  of  Hafiz ,  with  learned  illuftrations, 
blames  the  Turki/h  poets  for  copying  the  Perfians 
too  fervilely  :  but,  furely,  they  are  not  more 
blameable  than  Horace ,  who  not  only  imitated 
the  meafures  and  expreffions  of  the  Greeks ,  but 
even  tranilated,  alrnoft  word  for  word,  the 
brighteft  paffages  of  Alc&us, Anacreon,  and  others; 
he  took  lefs  from  Pindar  than  from  the  reft,  be- 
caufe  the  wiidnefs  of  his  numbers,  and  the  obfcu- 
rity  of  his  allufions,  were  by  no  means  Ratable  to 
the  genius  of  the  Latin  language  :  and  this  may, 
perhaps,  explain  his  ode  to  Julius  Antonins,  who 
might  have  advifed  him  to  ufe  more  of  Pindar’s 
manner  in  celebrating  the  victories  of  Augujhts. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  this  objection,  it  is 
certain  that  the  Turki/h  empire  has  produced  a 
great  number  of  poets  ;  feme  of  whom  had  no  * 
fmall  merit  in  their  way  :  the  ingenious,  author 
juft  mentioned  allured  me,  that  the  Turkijh  fa- 
fires  of  Ruhi  Bagdadi  were  very  forcible  and 


decora  efi^  et  <venuftti:  if  it  were  permitted  to  make  any  inno¬ 
vations  in  a  dead  language,  we  might  exprefs  the  Purkijh 
adje&ive  by  the  word  dogHawig,  which  would,  I  dare  fay, 
have  founded  agreeably  to  the  Greeks  themfelves. 


i 
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linking;,  and  he  mentioned  the  opening  of  one 
ol  them,  which  feemed  not  unlike  the  manner 
of  Juvenal .  At  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  cen¬ 
tury,,  a  work  was  publifhed  at  Conjlantinople , 
containing  the  fin  eft  verfes  of  five  hundred  and 
forty-nine  Turkijh  poets ,  which  proves  at  leaft  that 
they  are  Angularly  fond  of  this  art,  whatever 
may  be  our  opinion  of  their  fuccefs  in  it. 

I  he  defendants  of  Tamerlane  carried  into 
India  the  language  and  poetry  of  the  Perfians  ; 
and  the  Indian  poets  to  this  day  compofe  their 
verfes  in  imitation  of  them.  The  beft  of  their 
works,  that  have  pafled  through  my  hands,  are 
thofe  of  Huzein ,  who  lived  fome  years  ago  at 
Benares ,  with  a  great  reputation  for  his-  parts 
and  learning,  and  was  known  to  the  Enplijh , 
who  refided  there,  by  the  name  of  the  Philosopher > 
Mis  poems  are  elegant  and  lively,  and  one  of 
them,  on  the  departure  of  his  friends ,  would  fuit 
our  language  admirably  well,  but  is  too  long  to 
be  inferred  in  this  eftay .  The  Indians  are  foft 
and  voluptuous,  but  artful  and  infincere,  at  leaft 
to  the  Europeans ,  whom,  to  lay  the  truth,  they 
have  had  no  great  reafon  of  late  years  to  admire 
for  the  oppofite  virtues  :  but  they  are  fond  of 
poetry,  which  they  learned  from  the  Perfians , 
and  may,  perhaps,  before  the  clofe  of  the  cen¬ 
tury,  be  as  fond  of  a  more  formidable  art,  which 
they  will  learn  from  the  Englifh . 

I  muft  requeft,  that,  in  beftowing  thefe  praifes 
on  the  writings  of  AJta9  I  may  not  be  thought 
.  to  derogate  from  the  merit  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  poems,  which  have  juftly  been  admired 
in  every  age ;  yet  I  cannot  but  think  that  our 
European  poetry  has  fubftfted  too  lopg  on  the 
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perpetual  repetition  of  the  fame  images,  and 
inceflant  allufions  to  the  fame  fables  :  and  it  has 
been  my  endeavour  for  feveral  years  to  inculcate 
this  truth,  that,  if  the  principal  writings  of  the 
Afmticks ,  which  are  repofited  in  our  publick 
libraries,  were  printed  with  the  ufual  advantage 
of  notes  and  illuftrations,  and  if  the  languages 
of  the  Eaftern  nations  were  fiudied  in  our  great 
feminaries  of  learning,  where  every  other  branch 
of  ufeful  knowledge  is  taught  to  perfection,  a 
new  and  ample  field  would  be  opened  for  fpe- 
eolation  ;  we  ihould  have  a  more  extenfive  in¬ 
fight  into  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind ;  we 
fhould  be  furnifhed  with'  a  new  fet  of  images 
and  fimilitudes  ;  and  a  number  of  excellent  com- 
pofitions  would  be  brought  to  fight,  which  fu¬ 
ture  fcholars  might  explain,  and  future  poets, 
might  imitate. 


/  *  > 
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JHE  great  eft  part  of  the  following  Piece  was 
de/igned  to  be  added  to  a  Grammar  of  the 
Perfian  language,  which  was  printed  in  lyji  ; 
but,  as  it  was  prevented  from  feeing  the  light  at 
that  time ,  it  is  here  inferted ,  after  the  difcourfe 
on  Eaftern  Poetry ,  to  complete  this  Mifcellany  of 
Peril  an  Literature.  It  might  eafily  have  been 
fwelled  into  a  larger  treat ife ,  adding  more 

copious  ext  rails  from  the  Perfian  writers ,  both  in 
profe  and  verfe  ;  but ,  rn  the  change  of  ftyle  may 
be  feen  as  well  in  ten  lines  as  in  a  thoufand,  it 
Jeemed  equally  nfeful  and  lefts  ojlentatious ,  to  ex¬ 
hibit  only  a  few  chojen  fpecimens  from  the  bejl 
authors ,  chief y  from  the  Poets ,  wAtf,  all 

nations ,  have  taken  the  great  eft  pains  to  harmonize 
and  improve  their  language . 
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JW  O  ST  of  my  readers  will  apprehend,  that, 
m/  I  *n  ^tempting  trace  the  progrefs  of 
JL  the  Perfian  language ,  through  a  period 
of  two  thoufand  years,  I  am  entering  into  a  fub- 
jedl,  which  will  afford  them  neither  amufement 
nor  inftrudtion,  and  can  be  agreeable  only  to 
thofe  few  men,  who  apply  themfelves  to  the  ob- 
fcurer  branches  of  literature,  and  have  very  little 
intercourfe  with  the  red  of  mankind.  The  title 
of  my  piece  feems,  indeed,  to  give  a  reafonable 
ground  for  their  apprehenfions  ;  and  the  transi¬ 
tion  appears  rather  abrupt,  from  the  hiflory  of 
Monarchs  to  the  hiflory  of  mere  words ,  and  front 
the  revolutions  of  the  Perfian  Empire  to  the 
variations  of  the  Perfian  idiom  :  but  it  fhall  be  my 
endeavour  to  remove,  as  far  as  pofiible,  the  dry- 
nefs  of  the  fubjedt,  by  interfperfmg  the  narrative 
with  a  variety  of  Eaftern  anecdotes ;  and,  as  to 
the  fecond  objection,  it  may  be  alledged,  that 
a  confderable  change  in  the  language  of  any  nation 
is  ufually  effected  by  a  change  in  the  government ; 
fo  that  literary  and  civil  hiflory  are  very  nearly 
allied,  and  may  often  be  ufed  with  advantage  to 
prove  and  illuftrate  one  another. 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Perfian  tongue  may  be 
divided  into  four  periods ,  like  that  of  the  Empire ; 
not  that  the  language  was  immediately  altered 
upon  every  revolution  of  the  Rate,  but  it  is  ob- 
fervable,  that,  under  each  Dynafty  of  which  we 
have  any  monuments  remaining,  there  was  an 
apparent  change  in  the  dialect  of  the  kingdom, 
eipecially  under  the  two  laft,  namely,  the  S  a  (fa- 
711  an  and  Mohammedan  dyn allies  :  and  tilde,  in¬ 
deed,  are  the  only  periods,  of  which  we  can 
fpeak  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that,  in  the  infancy 
of  the  Per fa?i  Empire,  under  Caiufnaras  and  his 
defendants,  no  great  pains  were  taken  to  culti¬ 
vate  and  polilh  the  language,  which  in  that  rude 
age  mull  needs  be  thought  fufliciently  elegant, 
if  it  were  fufliciently  clear  and  intelligible  ;  and 
we  are  allured  by  Herodotus ,  that,  even  after 
the  reign  of  C  Y  R IJ  3,  the  whole  education  of 
the  Perfian  youth ,  from  the  age  of  five  years  to 
twenty ,  conjijied  in  three  points  only ,  riding* 
throwing  the  javelin ,  and  the  practice  of  moral 
virtue  ;  which  account  is  alfo  confirmed  by 
Xenophon.  The  ftory  mentioned  by  Diodorus  of 
the  old  volumes  of  parchment ,  on  which  the  Perfians 
were  obliged  by  a  certain  law  to  write  the  annals  of 
their  country ,  was  probably  invented  by  Ctefias , 
that  he  might  give  an  air  of  authenticity  to 
his  impertinent  fables  ;  for  Rich  literary  impof- 
tures  were  as  frequent  among  the  Greeks ,  as 
among  us,  who  imitate  the  Ancients  in  nothing 
but  their  failings.  We  are  far  from  contending, 
however,  that  the  ancient  Perfians,  efpecially 
thofeof  the  fecond  period ,  were  entire  (Rangers  t q 
the  art  of  compofition  either  in  verfe  or  profe  ; 
£qy  there  never  was  a  nation  fo  rude  and  un- 

poliiheds 


i‘5S 


the  PERSIAN  LANGUAGE.  . 

poliflied,  who  had  not  a  cuftom  of  celebrating 
the  noble  afts  of  their  ancejlors ,  and  inciting  one 
another  by  fongs  and  fane gy  neks  to  an  imitation  of 
their  virtue  ;  and  Strabo ,  a  very  different  author 
from  Diodorus ,  afferts,  that  the  Perlians  ufed 
frequently  to  fing  the  praifes  of  their  ancient  Heroes 
and  Demigods ,  fometimes  with  a  mujical  injlrument , 
and  fometimes  with  the  voice  alone  :  but  what  their 
language  really  was,  what  were  their  rules  of 
verification,  or  what  was  the  courfe  of  their 
ffudies,  no  mortal  can  pretend  to  know  with 
any  fhadow  of  exadnefs. 

The  Greek  Hiftorians  can  give  us  no  light  on 
this  fubject ;  for  neither  Dhemijlocles ,  who  fpoke 
the  dialed:  of  Perfia  like  a  native,  though  he  had 
fpent  only  one  year  in  learning  it  *,  nor  even 
Xenophon ,  whofe  intimacy  with  the  younger  Cyrus 
could  not  have  been  contracted  without  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  language,  feem  to  have  read  the 
works  of  the  Perjians ,  or  even  to  have  known 
their  characters  ;  but  were  perhaps  contented  to 
exprefs  their  fentiments  in  Perfian  with  eafe  and 
fluency.  Nor  are  we  much  enlightened  by  the 
writers  after  Alexander  ;  not  even  by  thofe,  who 
have  deferibed  the  life  of  that  Hero  :  for  Cur- 
tins ,  who  compiled  his  rhetorical  Hiftory  from 
the  Greek  authors,  feems  to  have  known  as  little 
of  Perfian  as  of  Scythian ,  though  he  dreffeS  up 
a  number  of  fpeeches  for  the  chiefs  of  thofe 
nations,  which  certainly  were  never  fpoken  by 
them.  A  few  words,  indeed,  are  here  and  there 


*  Themiftocles  omne  illud  tempus  (anni  unius  fpatium) 
literis  ferxnonique  P  erf  arum  dedit,  quibus  adeo  eruditus  eit7 
ut  muito  commodius  dicatur  apud  Regem  verba  feciffe,  quam 
hi  poterant,  qui  in  Perfde  grant  nati.  Corn,  Nf,  in  Tbemijh 

inter** 
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interfperfed  in  thefe  hiftories,  which  are  full 
ufecl  m  the  nsodcin  idiorn  o t  Pcrjici  ^  *  hut  we 
cm  no  moie  roim  3.11  idea  of  3  whole  Ianomaem 
fi  om  a  ^  lift  or  broken  phrafes  or  detached  epi¬ 
thets,  tn an  we  can  judge  or  a  poem  or  piece  of 
oratory,  from  an  unconnected  line  or  a  tin  Ac 
member  of  a  period. 

Since  the  Greeks  afford  us  fo  little  information, 
nothing  remains  but  to  confult  the  Perjians 
themfelves  ;  and.  the  great  Traveller  Chardin , 
whom  every  Oriental  ill:  rnuft  always  mention 
with  reverence.  Teems  to  have  enquired  very 
diligently  into  the  ancient  language  of  the 
people,  among  whom  he  re  fid  eel  fo  long,  and 
whole  manners  he  deferibes  with  fo  much  co- 


i  luis  Roxana,  Siatira,  Parifatis ,  feem.  to  be  corrupted 
from  Rojhan  Sitara  OpUwj  Parizada  odlp  J 

which  iignify,  S plenat d,  a  Star,  Angel-born.  P af arcades,  or, 
a  Prince  of  the  Bleed,  appears  to  be  compounded  of  Pefer 


J 


a  Child,  and  C Gada,  a  Houle :  i.  e.  a  child  of 


the  Royal  Family .  To  this  we  may  add,  i .  that  Art  or  Ard  ,  | 
which  begins  many  Per  fan  names,  figniiies  Strong  ;  as  Ar- 
dejh'lr,  Artaxerxes,  Op!  or,  The firong  Lion,  Arden; 'an 

or  Ardcba?i  (jluOy  I  The  fir  mg  Guard,  &  c.  2.  that  the 

termination  dates ,  as  Mithri  dates,  Sec.  is  the  Perfean  dad  dS  !  dS 

and  an f, vers  to  the  &,f of  the  Greeks,  as  and 

the  like.  If  it  were  polHble  to  recover  a  whole  Catalogue 
or  thefe  old  Perjian  names,  fuch  an  enquiry  would  be  little 
more  than  learned  trifling  ;  for  to  collect  a  number  of  folitary 
woids,  without  any  books  which  they  might  enable  us  to 
reaa,  would  be  like  procuring  at  random  a^nultitude  of  keys, 
without  any  cafket  which  they  might  help  us  to  unlock. 

pioufnefs 
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pioufnefs  and  learning  :  but  he  declares,  after 
ail  Ills  reiearehes,  c<*  1  hat  the  old  Perfian  is  a 
C5  language  entirely  loft ;  in  which  no  books  are 
extant,  and  of  which  there  are  no  rudiments 
remaining  :  that  the  Quebres ,  who  are  the 
icmains  of  the  Parfs ,  or  Adorers  oj  Fire ,  have 
an  idiom  peculiar  to  themfelves  ;  which  is 
4£  fuppofed,  by  the  Perfians  in  general,  to  be 
“  rather  a  jargon  of  their  own,  than  a  part  of 
QC  their  ancient  tongue  :  that,  if  you  believe 
“  their  own  account,  the  Magi,  who  reftded  at 
CG  Tend  in  Carmania ,  have  preferred  this  lan- 
guage  from  father  to  fon,  after  the  diffolution 
u  or  their  Monarchy ;  but  that,  for  his  part, 
lie  has  found  no  reafon  to  give  anv  credit  to 
their  ftory  :  that  they  have,  indeed,  fome 
nooks  in  ftrange  characters,  but  he  cannot 
ec  perfuade  himfelf  that  they  are  old  Perfian 
“  letters  ;  efpecially,  fince  they  bear  no  kind  of 
refemblance  to  thofe  on  the  famous  monu- 
“  ments  at  Perfepolis.”  The  authority  of  this 
excellent  writer  is  deciiive,  and  puts  an  end  at 
once  to  the  controverfy  lately  Parted,  concern¬ 
ing  tne  authenticity  of  the  books  afcribed  to 
Zero  after ,  which  a  French  adventurer,  who  trans¬ 
lated,  them  from  the  tranflation  of  a  certain  Gipfy 
at  Surat ,  nas  had  the  boldnefs  to  fend  abroad  as 
genuine  :  but,  to  avoid  any  fufpicion  of  mifre- 
preienting  tne  paflage,  it  feems  neceftary  to 
tranfcribe  the  very  words  of  Sir  John  Chardin , 
which  the  reader  may  fee  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page  A  from  tins  we  may  reafonably  conclude, 

that 


?  Quand  a  l  ana  en  P  erf  an,  c’eft  une  langue  perdue;  ou 
n  en  trouve  ni  livres  ni  rudimens.  Les  Guebres ,  qui  font  les 
reftes  des  Perfis  ou  Igmcclcs,  qui  fe  perpetuent  do  pere  en  fils 


153 


The  HISTORY  of 

that  the  gibberiih  of  thofe  fwarthy  vagabonds, 
whom  we  often  fee  brooding  over  a  miferable 
fire  under  the  hedges,  may  as  well  be  taken  for 
old  Egyptian ,  and  the  beggars  themfeives  for  the 
fr  lefts  of  Ifis ,  as  the  jugglers  on  the  coaft  of  India 
for  the  difciples  of  Zoro. after,  and  their  bar¬ 
barous  dialed  for  the  ancient  language  of  Perfia . 
Rut  let  the  rofy-cheeked  Frenchman ,  to  give  him 
his  own  Epithet,  reft  happy  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  his  perfonal  beauty,  and  the  vafl  extent  of 
his  learning :  it  is  fufficient  for  us  to  have  ex- 
poled  his  follies,  deteded  his  impofture,  and 
retorted  his  invedives,  without  inftilting  a  fallen 
adverfary,  or  attempting,  like  the  Hero  in  Dry - 
denA  Ode,  to  flay  the  flain . 

We  have  no  genuine  accounts  then  of  the 
Ferfian  language  till  the  time  of  the  SASSA- 
NIAN  kings,  who  flourifhed  from  the  openings  of 
the  third  century  to  the  middle  of  the  feventh  ;  in 
which  period  an  Academy  of  Pbyfick  was 
founded  at  Gandifapor ,  a  City  of  Khorafan ,  and, 
as  it  gradually  declined  from  its  original  infti- 


depuis  la  definition  de  leur  Monarchic,  ont  un  Idiome  par- 
ticulier  ;  mais  on  le  croit  plutot  un  jargon  que  leur  ancienrre 
langue.  IIs  difent  que  les  Pretres,  qui  fe  tiennent  a  Tezd, 
ville  de  la  Caramanie ,  qui  eft  leur  Piree  e£  leur  principale 
place,  fe  font  tranfmis  cette  langue  jufqu’  ici  par  tradition, 
et  dc  main  en  main;  mais  quelque  recherche  que  j’en  aie 
fait,  je  n’ai  rien  trouve,  qui  me  put  perfuader  cela.  Ces 
Guebres  ont  a  la  verite  des  livres  en  cara£teres  et  en  mots 
inconnus,  dont  les  figures  tirent  affez  fur  celles  des  langues, 
qui  nous  font  le  plus  connues ;  mais  jene  faurois  croire  que 
ce  foit  la  1’ancien  Perfan,  d’autant  plus  que  le  cara£tere, 
dont  j’ai  parle,  eft  entierement  different  de  celui  des  in- 
fcriptions  de  Perfepolis.  Je  donnerai  des  eflypes  de  Pun  et  de 
Pautre  caratftere,  dans  la  defeription  du  fameux  monument 
qui  refte  en  ce  lieu-la.  Char  sin,  Tom.  V.  Chap.  III. 

tution^ 
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tution,  it  became  a  fchool  of  poetry,  rlietorick, 
dialedick,  and  the  abftrad  fciences.  In  this 
excellent  feminary  the  Perfian  tongue  could  not 
fail  of  being  greatly  refined,  and  the  rufticity 
or  the  old  idiom  was  fucceeded  by  a  pure  and 
elegant  dialed  ;  which,  being  conftantly  fpoken 
at  the  court  of  Behardm  Gur  in  the  year  351, 
acquired  the  name  of  Deri ,  or,  Courtly ,  to  dlf- 
tinguilh  it  from  the  Pehlevi ,  or,  Lan?uare  of  the 
Country . 


It  muft  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the 
life  of  the  ancient  dialed  was  wholly  fuperfeded 
by  this  more  poliflied  idiom  ;  for  feveral  com- 
pofitions  in  Pehlevi  were  extant  even  after  Ma¬ 
homed,  which  appear  to  have  been  written  by 
order  of  the  Sajjfanian  Princes.  Anujhirvan ,  fur- 
named  The  Juft ,  who  reigned  at  the  clofe  of  the 
fxth  century ,  having  heard  from  fome  travellers, 
that  the  Indian  Monarchs  had  a  collection  of  moral 
fables ,  which  they  preferved  with  great  care 
among  their  archives,  fent  his  chief  Phyfician 
Barzuieh  into  India ,  with  orders  to  make  him- 
felf  mailer  of  the  Sanfcrit  language,  and  not  to 
return  without  a  tranilation  of  thofe  fables* 
Thefe  orders  were  pun  dually  executed  ;  Bar¬ 
zuieh  learned  the  Indian  tongue,  and,  having  at 
a  great  expence  procured  a  copy  of  the  book, 
tranilated  it  into  the  Pehlevian  dialed  :  about  an 
hundred  and  forty  years  after,  his  work  was 
turned  from  Pehlevi  into  Arabic! ,  by  order  of 
Almanfur ,  fecond  Calif  of  the  Abbafides  ;  and 
this  is  the  volume  which  we  fee  in  every  lan¬ 
guage  of  Europe ,  under  the  name  of  C alii  a  wa 
Demna ,  or.  The  fables  of  Pilpay .  There  is  a  fine 
copy  of  the  Arabic k  verfion  in  the  publick  library 
at  Oxford,  \  and  if  the  work  of  Barzmeh  could 


> 
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be  found,  we  fhould  be  enabled  to  recover  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  old  Perfian _  language  ; 
the  lame,  perhaps,  which  was  fpoken  in  the  fecond 

period  by  t hemijiocles  and  Xenophon. 

> 

In  the  reign  of  Anufhirvdn ,  who  protected  the 
arts  and  fciences  in  his  own  dominions,  MAHO¬ 
MED  was  born  ;  who,  by  the  force  of  his. Elo¬ 
quence,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  Arms,  eftablifhed 
a  mighty  Empire,  and  fpread  his  new  religion 
from  the  whirls  of  Arabia ,  to  the  mountains  of 
Tartary  and  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  but,  what 
belongs  more  particularly  to  the  i object  of  this 
difcourfe,  he  pdhjhed  the  language  cf*  his  country , 
and  brought  it  to  a  degree  of  purity  and  ele¬ 
gance,  which  no  Arabian  writer  iiiice  his  time 
has  been  able  to  furpafs.  dhe  battle  of  Cadejfia 
in  the  year  656  gave  the  laft  blow  to  the  Perfian 
Monarchy  ;  and  the  whole  Empire  of  Iran  was 
foon  reduced  under  the  power  of  the  firft  Ma- 
homedan  Dynafty,  who  fixed  the  feat  of  their 
government  in  Bagdad ,  where  tne  Araoick  lan¬ 
guage  was  fpoken,  for  many  ages,  in  its  utmoft 
perfection  :  but  the  ancient  literature  of  Perfia , 
which  had  been  promoted  by  the  family  of  Saffian^ 
was  exprefsly  difcouraged  by  the  immediate  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Mahomed ,  for  a  reafon,  winch  it  is 
proper  to  explain. 

At  the  time  when  the  Alcoran  was  firft  pub- 
lifhed  in  Arabia ,  a  merchant,  who  had  lately 
returned  from  a  long  journey,  brought  with  him 
fome  Perfian  romances,  which  he  interpreted  to 
his  countrymen,  who  were  extremely  delighted 
with  them,  and  ufed  to  fay  openly,  that  the 
Jiories  of  griffons  and  giants  were  more  amufing  to 

them  than  the  moral  lejfons  of  Mahomed  *  part  of 

a  a  chapter 


the  PERSIAN  LANGUAGE. 

a  chapter  in  the  Alcoran  was  immediately  written, 
to  frop  the  progrefs  of  thefe  opinions  ;  the  mer¬ 
chant  was  fevefely  reprimanded  ;  his  tales  were 
treated  as  pernicious  fables,  hateful  to  God  and 
his  prophet ;  and  Omar,  from  the  fame  motive  of 
policy,  determined  to  deftroy  all  the  foreign 
books  which  fhould  fall  into  his  hands.  Thus 
the  idle  loquacity  of  an  Arabian  traveller,  by 
fetting  his  legends  in  competition  with  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  a  powerful  lawgiver,  was  the  caufe  of 
that  enthufiafm  in  the  Mahomed ans ,  which  in¬ 
duced  them  to  burn  the  famous  library  of  Alex - 
andria ,  and  the  records  of  the  Perfian  Empire. 

One  book,  however,  befides  the  fables  of  PH - 
pay,  efcaped  the  fury  of  thefe  unmerciful  zea¬ 
lots  :  it  was  an  Hi/lory  of  Perjia  in  the  Pehlevian 
dialect,  extracted  from  the  Saffanian  annals,  and 
compofed,  it  is  believed,  by  the  command  of 
Anufhirvan .  A  a  ad,  one  of  Omar*  s  Generals,  found 
this  volume,  after  the  victory  at  CadeJJia ,  and 
preferred  it  for  himfelf  as  a  curiofity  :  it  paffed 
afterwards  through  feveral  hands,  and  was  at 
length  tranflated  into  fome  other  languages  of 
Afia  *.  "  ' 


It  was  a,long  time  before  the  native  Perfians 
could  recover  from  the  ihock  of  this  violent 
revolution  ;  and  their  language  fecins  to  have 
been  veny  little  cultivated  uncler  the  Califs,  who 
gave  greater  encouragement  to  the  literature  of 
the  Arabia?is :  but,  when  the  power  of  the  AM 
bafides  began  to  decline,  and  a  number  of  inde- 


*  This  fiery  is  mentioned  in  the  life  of  the  Poet  Ferduji , 
prefixed  to  an  edition  cf  his  works. 

M  pendent 
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pendent  Princes  arofe  in  the  different  provinces 
of  their  empire,  the  arts  of  elegance,  and  chiefly 
Poetry ,  revived  in  Perjia ,  and  there  was  hardly 
a  Prince,  or  Governor  of  a  city,  who  had  not 
feveral  poets  and  men  of  letters  in  his  train. 
The  Perfian  tongue  was  confequently  reftored  in 
the  tenth  century  ;  but  it  was  very  different  from 
the  Deri  or  Pehlevi  of  the  Ancients  :  it  was 
mixed  with  the  words  of  the  AllcGran ,  and  with 
expreflions  from  the  Arabian  Poets,  whom  the 
Perfians  confidered  as  their  mailers,  and  affected 
to  imitate  in  their  poetical  meafures,  and  the 
turn  of  their  verfes. 


That  the  learned  reader  may  have  a  juft  no¬ 
tion  of  this  new  idiom,  It  feems  neceffary,  firft. 
to  produce  a  fpecimen  of  pure  Arabick ,  and,  after¬ 
wards,  of  the  fur  eft  Perfian  that  can  be  found  ; 
by  which  means  he  will  form  a  more  accurate 
judgement  of  the, modern  Perfick,  in  which  both 
languages  are  perfectly  Incorporated. 


The  following  Ode  was  written  by  a  native 
of  Damafcus  :  it  contains  a  lively  defcription  of 
an  Eaftern  Banquet ;  and  mofl  of  the  couplets 
are  highly  elegant  in  the  original. 
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that  is  ;  ce  We  have  a  banquet,  into  which 
“  forrow  cannot  enter,  and  from  which  mirth 
can  never  depart.  It  comprifes  every  fpecies 
of  Beauty  ;  and  he,  who  feeks  the  joys  of 
life,  cannot  rife  beyond  it.  A  fprightly  Song 
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gives  more  pleafure  to  youth  than  Riches  ~x~ : 
here  the  ftreain  of  life  is  an ful lied,  and  all 
our  cafes  are  difperfed.  Here  the  mildneis 
of  cur  gentle  darling  irives  eafe  to  our  love  ; 

o  t  O  u  p  ^  ,, 

44  and  here  the  timid  derviie  becomes  an  Apoi- 
64  tate  from  his  faith.  We  have  a  bower,  on 
which  the  dew-drops  fpai'kle  ;  and  in  which 
44  the  breeze  becomes  Icented  with  the  fragrance 
44  of  nmfe.  You  fee  the  various  blofToms,  which 
44  refembje  frars  blazing  and  glittering  in  the 
firmament.  Here  the  wonderful  beauties  of 
the  flowers,  among  which  are  the  narcilTus 
and  the  violet,  bring  the  fair  objects  of  my 
love  to  my  remembrance.  You  would  think 
you  faw  my  beloved  looking  mildly  on  you 
with  her  loft,  tender,  langniihing  eye  :  a 
nymph,  in  whom  every  charm  and  every  per¬ 
fection  is  collected  ;  whole  curled  locks  hang 
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always  d angling. 


k  as  the  Scorpion, 

a  ' 


o 

or 


the  mace  of  ebony  (with  'which  the  Afiaticks 
(trike  an  ivory  hall  in  one  of  their  favourite  flays  f 

the  pomegranate  brings  to  my  mind  the  bluihes 
of  my  beloved,  when  her  cheeks  are  coloured 
44  with  a  modeil  refen tmen t.  Our  cups  are  inch 
44  as  our  fouls  deilre  ;  they  feem  to  be  filled 
44  with  the  if  reams  of  friendfhip  and  cheerful- 
nefs.  The  goblets  and  vales  of  China  appear 
to  my  fight,  like  the  ftars  of  heaven  filming 
44  in  the  Zodiack Y 


I  might  here  have  (elected  a  more  ancient 
example  of  Arahick ,  either  from  the  poets  before 
Mahomed ,  dr  from  the  illuftrious  Ahu  Temdm , 


The  fame  word  Ghana  in  Arahick  fignifies  both  Singing 
gjtd  Wealth. 


who 


the  PERSIAN  LANGUAGE. 


\ 


who  flouriftied  in  the  ninth  century  *  ;  but  the 
language  has  remained  unaltered  from  the  earlieft 
antiquity  to  the  prefect  time,  and  it  would  not 
have  been  eafy,  without  a  number  of  notes,  to 
have  made  an  ancient  Ode  intelligible  in  a  literal 
tranflation. 


The  oideft  Pcrfian  poems,  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  are  thole  of  FERDUSI ,  of 
which  it  will  not  be  improper  to  give  a  fliort 
account,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  my  prefect  fub- 
ject. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  tenth ,  and  beginning  of 
the  eleventh  centuries ,  Mahmud  reigned  in  the 
city  of  Gazna  :  he  was  fupreme  ruler  of  Zable - 
flcm .  and  part  of  Khorafan ,  and  had  penetrated 
very  far  into  India ,  where  by  this  time  the  reli¬ 
gion  and  lanpTiane  of  the  Arabs  and  Perfians  had 
begun  to  prevail.  Several  poets  were  enter¬ 
tained  in  the  palace  of  this  Monarch,  among 
whom  was  FERDUSI ,  a  native  of  ‘Tus  or  Mefhed. 
This  moft  learned  man,  happening  to  find  a  copy 
of  the  old  Perfian  Hijlory  above-mentioned,  read 
it  with  eagernefs,  and  found  it  involved  in  fables, 
but  bearing  the  marks  of  high  antiquity :  the 
moft  ancient  part  of  it,  and  principally  the  war 
of  Afrafiab  and  Khofru ,  or  Cyrus ,  feemed  to  afford 
an  excellent  fubjeft  for  an  Ileroiek  Poem ,  which 


\  N 

*  Abu  Ft etnam  publifhed  an  excellent  Anthologla  of  Arabic k 
verfes,  entitled  llamdfa ,  of  which  he  gave  a  copy  to  an 
Afiatick  Prince,  who  prefented  him  in  return  with  five  thoujand 
pieces  cfi gold,  and.  made  him  at  the  fame  time  this  elegant 


***u*piiment,  FJ  fiScD  qjOJ  L^Jl  My  prefent  i 
* valuable  than  thy  poems. 
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he  accordingly  began  to  compofe,  Some  of  his 
epifedes  and  defcriptions  were  fliown  to  the  Sul¬ 
tan,  who  commended  them  exceedingly,  and 
ordered  him  to  comprife  the  whole  Hi/lory  of 
Ferfta  in  a  feries  of  Efick  poems .  The  poet  obey¬ 
ed  ;  and,  after  the  happieft  exertion  of  his  fancy 
and  art  for  near  thirty  years,  he  fmiihed  his 
work,  which  contained  fixty  thoufand  couplets 
in  rhyme,  all  highly  polifhed,  with  the  fpirit  of 
our  Dry  den  and  the  fweetnefs  of  Pope.  He 
prefented  an  elegant  tranfcript  of  his  book  to 
Mahmud,  who  coldly  applauded  his  diligence ,  and 
difiTiilfed  him.  Many  months  elapfed^  and  Fer - 
dufi  heard  no  more  of  his  work  :  he  then  took 
occaiion  to  remind  the  King  of  it  by  fome  little 
epigrams,  which  he  contrived  to  let  fall  in  the 
palace  ;  but,  where  an  Epick  poem  had  failed, 
what  effect  could  be  expected  from  an  Epigram  ? 
At  length  the  reward  came  ;  which  coniifred  only 
of  as  many  final!  pieces  of  money,  as  there  were 
couplets  in  the  volume.  The  high-minded  Poet 
could  not  brook  this  infult :  he  retired  to  his 
riofet  with  bit  tern  efs  in  his  heart ;  where  he 
wrote  a  moft  noole  and  animated  invective 
again  ft  the  Sultan,  which  he  fealed  up,  arid  de¬ 
livered  to  a  Courtier,  who,  as  he  had  reafon  to 
fufpect,  was  his  greateft  enemy,  alluring  him, 
that  it  was  a  diverting  tale ,  and  requefting  him 
to  give  it  to  Mahmud ,  when  any  a  fair  of  fate  or 
had  face  efs  in  war  foul d  make  him more  uneafy  and 
fpicneiick  than  vfual  "A  Having  thus  given  vent 

to 


oes  a  translation  of  this  Satire  in  Ere  an/e  on  Oriental 
Toeiry,  added  to  the  Life  of  Nader  Shah  in  French,  Vol.  H, 
.p^e  283,  This  poem  'is  not  unlike  the  Xodith  of  Theo¬ 
critus,  who,  like  fhe,  impetuous  Ferduf had  dared  to  expofe 
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to  his  juft  indignation,  he  left  Gazna  in  the 
night,  and  took  refuge  in  Bagdad ,  where  the 
Calif  protected  him  from  the  Sultan  of  Zableflan , 
who  demanded  him  in  a  furious  and  menacing 
letter. 


The  work  of  Ferdufi  remains  entire,  a  glorious 
monument  of  Eaftern  genius  and  learning  ; 
which,  if  ever  it  fhould  be  generally  underftood 
in  its  original  language ,  will  conteft  the  merit 
of  invention  with  Homer  himfelf,  whatever  be 
thought  of  its  fubjed  or  the  arrangement  of  its 
incidents.  An  extract  from  this  poem  will  ex¬ 
hibit  a  fpecimen  of  the  Perfian  tongue,  very 
little  adulterated  by  a  mixture  with  the  Arabick , 
and,  in  all  probability,  approaching  nearly  to 
the  dialect  ufed  in  Perfia  in  the  time  of  Maho¬ 
med,  who  admired  it  for 'its  extreme  fvftnefs,  and 
was  heard  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  fpoken  on  that 
account  in  the  gardens  of  Paradife . 


•Sjjj  c_A 
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the  vices  of  a  low-minded  King.  The  Perfian  poet  has  this 
couplet  in  his  Satire. 

Ovo  I  f  A 
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that  is  ;  Had  I  c written  as  many  <verfes  in  praife  of  Mahomed 
and  Ali,  as  I  have  compojed  for  King  Mahmud,  thev  would 
have  Jhowered  an  hundred  hlejjings  on  me.  A  thought  like  that 
of  Shakefpeare  in  Wolfey 's  celebrated  ipeech  : 

Had  I  hut  fern? d  my  God  with  half  the  %eal 

J  fern? d  my  King ,  he  would  not  in  mine  age 

Have  left  me  naked  to  mine  enemies .  Hen,  VII T. 
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that  is  ;  cc  Seeft  thou  yonder  plain  of  various 
cc  colours  ( Pet f  red  and  grey )  ;  by  which  the 
“  heart  of  a  valiant  man  may  be  filled  with 
“  delight  ?  It  is  entirely  covered  with  groves 
cc  and  gardens  and  flowing  rivulets  ;  it  is  a  place 
“  belonging  to  the  abode  of  Heroes.  The 
“  ground  is  perfect  filk,  and  the  air  is  icented 
44  with  mulk  :  you  would  fay.  Is  it  rofe-water 
44  which  glides  between  the  batiks  f  The  ftalk  of 
44  the  lily  bends  under  the  weight  of  the  flower  ; 
44  and  the  whole  grove  is  charmed  with  the 

o 

44  fragrance  of  the  rofe-bufh.  The  pheafant  walks 
44  gracefully  among  the  flowers  ;  the  dove  and 
44  nightingale  warble  from  the  branches  of  the 
44  cyprefs.  From  the  prefent  time  to  the  latefl; 
44  age,  may  the  edge  of  thofe  banks  refemble 
44  the  bowers  of  Paradife !  There  you  will  fee, 
44  on  the  plains  and  hills,  a  company  of  damfels, 
44  beautiful  as  fairies,  fitting  cheerfully  on  every 
44  tide.  There  Manizha ,  daughter  of  Jfrafiab , 
4*  makes  the  whole  garden  blaze  like  the  Sun. 
44  Sit  am ,  his  fecond  daughter,  fits  exalted  like 
44  a  Queen,  encircled  by  her  damfels.  radiant 
44  m  glory.  The  lovely  maid  is  an  ornament  to 
u  the  plains  ;  her  beauty  fullies  tlie  rofe  and  the 
44  jafmine.  rVith  them  are  many  Turkijh  girls, 
44  all  with  their  faces  veiled  ;  all  with  their  bodies 
44  taper  as  a  cyprefs,  and  locks  black  as  muik  •, 
44  all  with  cheeks  full  of  rofes  with  dyes  fr '  of 
44  bleep  ;  all  with  lips  fweet  as  wine,  and  frag  ant 

4  66  as 


\ 


i 


170 


The  HISTORY  of 

cc  as  rofe-water.  If  we  go  near  to  that  bower, 
cc  and  turn  aiide  for  a  fingle  day,  we  may  take 
cc  feveral  of  thofe  lovely  nymphs,  and  bring 
them  to  the  noble  Cyrus.” 

This  is  part  of  a  fpeech  by  a  young  amorous 
Hero,  the  Paris  of  Ferdujt ,  who  had  reafon  to 
repent  of  his  adventure  with  the  daughter  of 
Afrafiab ,  for  he  was  made  captive  by  the  Parks, 
and  confined  in  a  difmal  prifon,  till  he  was  de¬ 
livered  by  the  valour  of  Kofi  am . 


Of  thefe  two  languages  was  formed  the  mo¬ 
dern  dialed:  of  Perfia ,  which,  being  fpoken  in 
its  greateft  purity  by  the  natives  of  Pars  or  Far- 
fifian ,  acquired  the  name  of  Parfi  *  ;  though  it 
is  even  called  Deri  by  Hafez  in  the  following 
couplet ; 


that  is  ;  “  While  the  nightingale,  0  Hafez, 
u  makes  a  boaft  of  his  eloquence,  do  thou  leiTen 
the  value  of  his  lays  by  finging  thy  Perfian 
f 6  ( Deri )  brains.” 


I  *  { 


loi  of !  3 


Nearly  in  the  fame  age  with  Ferdufi,  the 
great  Abul  Olq,  fur  named  Aid  mi  from  his  blind- 
nefs,  publifhed  his  excellent  Odes  in  Arabick ,  in 
which  he  profeifedly  imitated  the  poets  be¬ 
fore  Mahomed .  This  writer  had  fo  ho  ini  filing 
a  reputation,  that  feveral  Perfians  of  uncommon 
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genius  were  ambitious  of  learning  the  Art  of 
Poetry  from  fo  able  an  instructor  :  his  moft 
iliuftrious  fcholars  were*  Feleki  and  Khakani 
who  were  no  lefs  eminent  for  their  Perfian  com¬ 
positions,  than  for  their  Skill  in  every  branch  of 
pure  and  mixed  Mathematicks,  and  particularly 
in  Aftronomy ;  a  ftriking  proof,  that  a  Sublime 
Poet  may  become  a  mailer  of  any  kind  of  learn¬ 
ing  which  he  chufes  to.profefs  \  knee  a  fine  ima¬ 
gination,  a  lively  wit,  an  eafy  and  copious  Style, 
cannot  poffibly  obftruft  the  acquisition  of  any 
fcience  whatever,  but  muft  neceSfarily  aftift  him 
in  his  Studies,  and  Shorten  his  labour.  Both 
thefe  poets  were  protected  by  Manucheher ,  Prince 
of  Shirvan ;  but  Khakani  was  always  averfe  to 
the  pleafurable  and  diSTipated  life  of  a  Court,  fo 
that  the  Prince  was  obliged  to  detain  him  by 
force  in  his  palace,  and  actually  confined  him 
for  feme  time  in  prifon,  left  he  Should  find  fame 
opportunity  of  efcaping. 

The  works  of  thefe  authors  are  not  very 
Scarce  ;  but  it  feems  needlefs  to  give  any  ex¬ 
tracts  from  them,  which  would  fwell  this  dif- 
courfe  to  an  immoderate  length  :  it  will  be  Suf¬ 
ficient  to  fay,  that,  in  this  and  the  following  cen¬ 
tury ,  the  Perfian  language  became  altogether 
mixed  with  Arahick ;  not  that  the  pure  Style  of 
the  ancients  was  wholly  obfolete,  but  it  was  the 
faihion  among  the  Perfians  to  interweave  Ara 
hian  phrafes  and  verfes  into  their  poems,  not  by 
way  of  quotations,  but  as  material  parts  of  a 
fentence.  Thus  in  the  following  diftich, 
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(  ^-.r^afcvJXuJ  !  #.  y  \ — 'is-—*  *  {gg*®  ^.i. 


I  C-^J  & (h  (MvJ I  isS^  vA,3T^ !  c3os®  1  's — ^vJLjChoi 

l'  |  cC_- 


The  phantom  of  her ,  whofe  beauty  gives  b right nefs 
to  the  jhades ,  appeared  to  me  at  night :  I  wondered 
at  the  kindnefs  of  Fortune ,  <3?zJ  faid ?  Whence  came 
this  prof  parity  f — the  firft  line  is  pure  Arabick  in 
the  ftyle  of  the  ancient  poets. 

This  elegant  tetrafiich  is  of  the  fame  kind  : 


Lamj 


ii ,  ^"e  i 
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r, 
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(_5Y'-  o ^  ^dw^Jo! 
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(_f  (3J  U  U I  t  4-^..CSte,  > J  I  j»  lj  ^  1  ^ 

In  this  manfion  of  darknefs ,  here  long  mu  ft  I  fit 
expecting  my  beloved ;  we  while  with  my  finger  on 
my  teeth ,  we  while  with  my  head  bent  on  my  knee  f 
Come ,  0  fortunate  cup-bearer ,  h/;y  me  the  tidings 
of  joy  :  who  knows  but  my  days  may  again  be  pro - 
fperous ,  as  they  were  before  f\  Where  the  laft  line 
is  taken  from  an  Ode  in  the  Hamafa  of  Abu  Te- 
mdm ,  which  begins, 

^I^Ll  ^UL! !  UJJ>j  ^  aj  ^.c 
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We  -pardoned  the  Jons  of  Dhohal,  and  J< aid ,  The 
tribe  are  our  brothers . 

*  * » 

At  the  opening  of  the  twelfth  century  lived 
Anver  f  a  native  of  Ablurd  in  Khar  of  an ,  whofe 
adventures  d^ferve  to  be  related,  as  they  will 
lliow  in  what  high  efteem  the  polite  arts  were 
held  in  Afia ,  at  the  time  when  learning  llrit 
began  to  dawn  in  Europe .  Anver f  when  he  was 
very  young,  was  fitting  at  the  gate  of  his  col¬ 
lege,  when  a  man  richly  drelfed  rode  by  him  on 
a  fine  Arabian  horfe,  with  a  numerous  train  of 
attendants  ;  upon  his  afking  who  it  was ,  he  was 
told,  that  it  was  a  Poet  belonging  to  the  Court . 
When  Anveri  reflected  on  the  honours  conferred 
upon  Poetry,  for  which  art  he  had  a  very  early 
bent,  he  applied  himfelf  to  it  more  ardently 
than  ever,  and,  having  finifhed  a  poem,  pre¬ 
ferred  it  to  the  Sultan.  This  was  a  prince  of' 
the  Seljukian  dynaffy,  named  Sanjar ,  a  great 
admirer  of  the  fine  arts:  he  approved  the  work 
of  Anveri ,  whom  he  invited  to  his  palace,  and 
ralfed  him  even  to  the  firft  honours,  of  the  ft  ate. 
He  found  many  other  poets  at  court,  among* 
whom  were  Selman ,  Zehir ,  and  Rejhidi  all 
men  of  wit  and  genius,  but  each  eminent  in  a 
different  way  ;  the  firft  for  the  delicacy  of  his 
Lyrick  verfes,  the  fecond,  for  the  moral  ten¬ 
dency  of  his  poems,  and  the  third,  for  the 
chaftity  of  his  compofitions  ;  a  virtue,  which 
his  predeceffors  and  contemporaries  were  too 
apt  to  neglect. 
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But  of  all  the  cities  in  the  P  erf  an  Empire, 
none  has  given  birth  to  more  excellent  poets 
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than  Shiraz  ;  which  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  Baron  Revizki  jufdy  calls  <c  the  Athens 
cc  of  Perfia* *.”  SADI ,  a  native  of  this  city, 
flourifhed  in  the  thirteenth  <.  century ,  when  the 
Atahegs  of  Parfiftan  encouraged  men  of  learning 
in  their  principality :  his  life  was  almofl  wholly 
fpent  in  travel ;  but  no  man,  who  enjoyed  the 
greateft  leifure,  ever  left  behind  him  more 
valuable  fruits  of  his  genius  and  incluflry* 
A  fine  manufeript,  about  two  hundred  years 
old,  was  lately  put  into  my  hands,  containing  a 
complete  collection  of  his  works  ;  among  which 
are  feveral  pieces,  both  in  verfe  and  profe, 
which  have  never  been  mentioned  by  the 
Scholars  of  Europe.  The  following  extract  from 
his  Gulijian ,  or  Bed  of  Rofes ,  will  fhow  how  the 
Perfian  and  Arabic k  languages  were  mixed  to® 
gether  in  his  age  : 


t  AMdu 

axIAS 

cXaa>wws»»  | Li  (A  {dP* 

N 

C  d,  cX J  cX a  c-Xj  LxKwd  A  C  f 

ui^Lhi  j£>  ^  J  Lj 


■— 


*  See  Specimen  Pcefeos  Pcrjica?,  Vindobonse  1771.  Prcam, 
page  xviii.  ) 
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cXjUJ  (y*  GjG  y  \y 

♦  ♦ 

.jj)_j  &+d$  j!  b  a-^ 

L_<^r^rf 

L.5^  ^  ^LJJ  ^LLx^j  ^JJ 

^  S-X^^J  iw^JJb  Le  CS^OJ  oAbJ  b 
-  *  *f 

a^Ls 

■-  i  '  ,  \  r 

cW  cS  cXs<g  b J  bi  Ubj  <JbJ 

p>j£  L^AjcXy  j=* 

A^J  (J^Mots^y  J  I  i^jXky 

qLaJ  oAj^AjJ  AjsL  _^A  (^Aj  b 

j^^e  -jzspr^  c3u*jIaj  i  A  b’ 

J  AJ  b*0  I  bj  <AAib  bo  ^Jbjk. 
{*yS^Q  L-A AkmJ  b  (^,^0 

jy^JZ  ^  OAvwjC^^J  ^bC^‘  ^| 

that  is  ;  cc  My  Companion  oft  reproaches  me 
4*  for  my  love  of  Leila .  Will  he  never  behold 

cc  her 
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4*  her  charms,  that  my  excufe  may  be  accepted? 
44  Would  to  heaven,  that  they,  who  blame  me 
44  for  my  paffion,  could  fee  thy  face,  O  thou 
44  ravifher  of  hearts  !  that,  at  the  fight  of  thee, 
44  they  might  be  confounded,  and  inadvertently 
44  cut  their  heads  inftead  of  the  fruit,  which 
44  they  hold*.  Thou  haft  no  companion  for 
44  my  diforder  :  my  companion  ffiould  be 
44  afflicted  with  the  fame  malady,  that  1  might 
44  fit  all  day  repeating  my  tale  to  him  ;  for  two 
44  pieces  of  wood  burn  together  with  a  brighter 
44  flame.  The  fong  of  the  turtle  dove  paffes 
44  not  unobferved  by  my  ear ;  and  if  the  dove 
44  could  hear  my  ftrain,  fhe  would  join  her 
44  complaints  with  mine.  O  my  friends,  fiy  to 
44  them,  who  are  free  from  love,  Ah ,  we  wijh 
44  you  knew ,  what  paffes  in  the  heart  of  a  lover  ! 
44  The  pain  of  illnels  affedts  not  them,  who  are 
“  in  health :  I  will  not  difclofe  my  grief  but  to 
44  thofe,  who  have  tailed  the  fame  affliction. 
44  It  were  fruitlefs  to  talk  of  an  hornet  to  them, 
44  who  never  felt  its  filing.  While  thy  mind  is 
64  not  affected  like  mine,  the  relation  of  my 
44  forrow  feems  only  an  idle  tale.  Compare  not 
44  my  anguifh  to  the  cares  of  another  man ; 
44  he  only  holds  the  fait  in  his  hand,  but  it  is  I, 
44  who  bear  the  wound  in  my  body.’* 

The  fame  cify  had  the  honour  of  producing, 
in  the  fourteenth  century ,  the  moil  elegant  Lyrick 
poet  of  Afia>  Shemfeddm ,  fur  named  HAFEZ  ;  on 
whofe  life  and  productions  it  is  thelefs  neceffary 
to  expatiate,  becaufe  the  Baron  before-mentioned 
has  exhaufted  thefubjecl  in  his  fpechnen.of  Perfian 


Alluding  to  a  Itory  in  the  Alcoran . 

Poetry , 
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Poetry ,  and  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  perfuaded 
to  complete  that  moil  learned  work,  in  the 
fhort  intervals  of  leifure,  which  his  important 
affairs  will  allow  him.  It  will  be  fully  fufficient, 
therefore,  to  tranfcribe  two  of  his  Gazals  or 
Anacreontick  Odes  ;  the  firft  of  which  was  chofen, 
on  account  of  the  Arabick  verfes  interwoven  in 
it,  and  the  fecond,  for  its  exquifite  beauty,  which 
makes  it  a  genuine  example  of  the  true  Shirazian 
dialect* 


*77 


J -f 


ujUu  ^ 

Ij  rj^z!\  — -  ! 

t  Of 

a)  y  y  «$J  \j  Ckx^z^ 

I  oJL  I 


l-jU^s.  I  L?  ^ !  cxi 

KJOyj  J I 

*  A  L.\a;^w  ifjKJ 

l-jIjjA  (Jod  ^[j 

^-fA  Oj!  «Wj  ^utdb^"0  _pA 

UjUj  jj  I  Ij  t 

(jjs AASs*.  A 


J y 

ujUJ ^ !  ^Jj!  b  <xJJI  l^ju’U 


N 
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iJ  J 


t 

A  PERSIAN  SONG. 


U  T^HE  dawn  advances  veiled  with  rofes, 
££  X  Bring  the  morning  draught,  my  friends, 
€£  the  morning  draught !  The  dew-drops  trickle 
££  over  the  cheek  of  the  tulip.  Bring  the  wine, 
££  my  dear  companions,  bring  the  wine !  A  gale 
64  of  paradife  breathes  from  the  garden  :  drink 
££  then  incehantly  the  pure  wine.  The  rofe  fpreads 
££  her  emerald  throne  in  the  bower.  Reach  the 
<£  liquour,  that  fparkles  like  a  flaming  ruby. 
££  Are  they  ftill  fhut  up  in  the  banquet-houfe  ? 
cc  Open,  O  thou  keeper  of  the  gate.  It  is 
t£  ftrange,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  that  the  door  of  the 
4£  tavern  fhould  be  locked.  Oh,  haften !  O  thou, 
C£  who  art  in  love,  drink  wine  with  eagernefs  ; 
££  and  you,  who  are  endued  with  wifdom,  offer 
££  your  vows  to  Heaven.  Imitate  Hafez ,  and 
cc  drink  kifles,  fweet  as  wine,  from  the  cheek  of 
u  a  damfel,  fair  as  a  nymph  of  paradife.0 


LAj  I  <aJ ^ 

^ cXnw  djf'  to  ^  ^ 
(o  ■■col Cka&zJ  \J 

^2 A3  ^t*0 

)  kvV'i'tSb 
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♦  • 

V - - 

^  lAan^AJ  ^1 A  ^k.2^. !  L_J  aS'^jSSj  I C-X  AJ 

«  ♦ 

^  Ci>  ^  (^j5'r:u5*  C 

C  ^  lX  cX  Lj  LaAkw  1  J  I  A  Ia»*c  /  ^jCoLrjg  ti 

S>  •* 

l«-a>j»^aj  A  I  ^  I  yt*1  y 

Ci>_}  J^sj  ^  C^"J  ^ ' y  Ci>  !>  ^rr*  ^ 
c^,U  (S\-ij\jj^j)jijrf  u_>  lo/ 

LS*  f*1^  l£jj^o  (J^  J*j  Jjj^b 

cXS^cJW©  AIj  ^yj  L\yC^}j  Lyz?  AIj 

C£i  aA _j^>  (^h)  ^  ^ o^ 
^»l^>  ^  ^-jp^jl^.  ALaJ  tf  A  yA 

^  ^AA-X^  ^  A2SI*  J)  La>\NJ  iXt^pLj  L3 

lj  Vw-'O  UJ  A  1  A  &S^ ^  I 

C  C^>*^  _ )  f  |^o  '^— ^.LsJ  c\aJ*o  ^j^jAJ 

c\j  1  ft A^J^ L-ajsW  !y  L)^J^Uo  <xJ^j^*^jijUf 

C5j  UJj  A*-yj  Ll>  <a£aJM 

^•^L«5cXaj  ^^Ciata  c-Xt-^-'  ^Laj  cXawa-^ 

a  l-anw  I  aawj  ^  yy*4  I  5  a  Iamw  1 

cXakw^j  <wa-^j5  ^2ST^  AajAv^.  Insl^w 

C£jJ  fJJ  (^L^Ij^^oj  Oo*  li 

N  2  Another 
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Another,  by  the  fame, 

13  *  ^  b°y  >  f°r  CUP  °f  tbe  tulip  is 
66  JL\  °f  wble*  When  will  this  ftriftnefs 
cc  end?  how  long  will  thefe  fcruples  laft  ?  No 
cc  more  of  this  pride  and  difdain  ;  for  time  has 
fiC  feen  the  crown  of  Cafar  humbled,  and  the 
£C  diadem  of  Cyrus  bent  to  the  ground.  Oh  ! 
<c  be  wife  ;  for  the  bird  of  the  morning  is  in- 
u  toxicated  with  love.  Oh,  awake !  for  the 
“  fleep  of  eternity  is  juft  before  you.  How 
“  gracefully  thou  moveft,  O  fweet  branch  of 
“  a  vernal  plant !  May  the  cold  wind  of  December 
u  never  nip  thy  buds  !  There  is  no  reliance  on 
“  the  favours  of  Fortune  or  her  deceitful  fmiles. 

Oft !  wo  to  him,  who  thinks  himfelf  fecure 
“  from  her  treachery.  To-morrow,  perhaps, 
the  ftream  of  Cuther ,  and  the  girls  of 
“  paradife  will  be  prepared  for  ps  5  but  to- 
u  day  alfo  let  us  enjoy  a  damfel  bright  as  the 
moon,  and  quaff  the  wine  from  the  full 
cup.  The  Zephyr  (Saba)  reminds  us  of  our 
youth  (Sabi ;)  bring  us  the  wine,  boy,  which 
may  refrefh  our  fouls,  and  difpel  our  farrow. 

Admire  not  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of 
4C  the  rofe  ;  for  the  wind  will  foon  feat  ter  all 
4S  her  leaves,  and  fpread  them  beneath  our  feet. 

Bring  a  larger  cup  to  the  memory  of  Hatem 
gQ  Tai  *  ;  that  we  may  fold  up  (Tai)  the  gloomy 
volume  of  thole,  who  want  generoftty.  This 


#  An  Arabian  Prince,  celebrated  for  his  extreme  libera¬ 
lity. 
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C£  wine,  which  gives  a  lively  tint  to  the  Argavan , 
u  (a  furple  flower )  communicates  its  fweet  na- 
cs  ture  from  my  beloved’s  cheek  to  her  heart, 

“  Attend  ;  for  the  muficians  of  the  bower  have 
begun  them  concert,  joining  the  notes  of 
66  the  lute  and  harp  to  the  melody  of  the  dul- 
tc  cimer  and  flute.  Bring  thy  Sofa  into  the 
garden,  for,  like  active  attendants,  the  cyprefs 
ic  Hands  before  us,  and  the  green  reed  has  tucked 
6£  up  his  girdle.  O  Hafez ,  the  fame  of  thy 
44  fweet  alluring  forcery  has  reached  from  the 
<c  extremity  of  Ret  and  Rim,  to  the  limits  of 
“  China  and  Egypt.” 

There  is  nothing,  which  affords  a  ftronger 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  Perjian  tongue, 
than,  that  it  remained  uncorrupted  after  the 
irruption  of  the  Tartars,  who,  at  different  times, 
and  under  various  leaders,  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  Perfia  ;  for  the  Tartarian  princes,  and 
chiefly  Tamerlane ,  who  was  a  patron  of  Hafez , 
were  fo  far  from  difcouraging  polite  letters,  like 
the  Goths  and  Huns ,  that  they  adopted  even  the 
language  and  religion  of  the  conquered  country, 
and  promoted  the  fine  arts  with  a  boundlefs  mu¬ 
nificence  :  and  one  of  them,  who  founded  the 
Mogul  Empire  in  Hindoftan ,  introduced  the 
Perfian  literature  into  his  dominions,  where  it 
flourifhes  to  this  day  ;  and  all  the  letters  from 
the  Indian  governors  are  written  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  (I  do  not  fay,  in  the  flyle)  of  Sadi.  The 
Turks  themfelves  improved  their  harfh  dialed: 
by  mixing  it  with  the  Perfian ;  and  Mahomed  II. 
who  took  Conftantinople  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
Century ,  was  a  protedor  of  the  Perfian  poets : 
among  thefe  was  Noureddtn  JAMI ,  whofe  poem 
m  the  loves  of  Jofeph  and  Zelikha  is  one  of  the 

N  3  fineft 


I 
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finefi  compofitions  I  ever  read.  The  following 
defcription  will  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  elegant 
ftyle : 


NW  I  cS  „ 

J' 

lo 


1  dS  ■.J  j  l  &  O .  I  1  e, — ^ 

^  c~ y 


jjj  j\j\ 

V»jl  !  f^y^S 

dwv.X  (^Xj  cXx^s-  aXJuu 

Xjl^L  _jd>  ^IaZST**^  Idb^J 

cV^J  Jsj  L-J'jcL  ^f  OjAJ 

OJoUJ  j*  iSjJ 

OuOlO  tX^wjJ  ^j^Akwi-Xj 

<3 Ia'A Jo  L-jl -aj^j  aJ ^  .1  l_ ^Ou 

C^LXXj  L^jfjy^  1  SdS^Jl  if  ^  'v 

d^jd  cXAkhj  luy' 

Jb  sdsj 


c3  S*Xs 

rJ 


cc  In  the  morning,  when  the  raven  of  night 
c*  had  flown  away,  the  bird  of  dawn  began  to 
^  ling :  the  nightingales  warbled  their  enchant- 
<c  mg  notes,  and  rent  the  thin  veils  of  the  rofe- 
**  bud  and  the  rofe  ;  the  jafmine  flood  bathed  in 

u  dew 
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u  dew,  and  the  violet  alfo  fprinkled  his  fragrant 
“  locks.  At  this  time  Zelikha  was  funk  in 
<c  pleafing  Humber ;  her  heart  was  turned  to- 
“  wards  the  altar  of  her  facred  vifion  .  It  was 
“  not  fleep  ;  it  was  rather  a  confufed  idea :  it 
“  was  a  kind  of  phrenzy  caufed  by  her  nightly 
(c  melancholy.  Her  damfels  touched  her  feet 
<c  with  their  faces ;  her  maidens  approached, 
“  and  killed  her  hand.  Then  {he  removed  the 
u  veil  from  her  cheek,  like  a  tulip  befprinkled 

with  dew  j  fhe  opened  her  eyes,  yet  dim  with 
<c  fleep.  From  the  border  of  her  mantle  the 
*c  fun  and  moon  arofe  ;  fhe  raifed  her  head  from 
cc  the  couch,  and  looked  around  on  every 
4C  fide.” 

i 

This  poem  contains  about  four  thoufand  cou¬ 
plets,  and  deferves  to  be  tranflated  into  every 
European  language :  though  I  flrall  have  neither 
time  nor  inclination  to  tranflate  it  myfelf,  yet  I 
may  perhaps  be  induced,  fome  years  hence, 
to  prefent  the  Original  to  the  learned  world, 
which  any  man,  who  has  the  advantage  of 
greater  leifure,  may  take  the  pains  to  inter¬ 
pret. 

In  the  fame  Century  with  Jami ,  flourifhed  a 
poet  named  CATEBJ ,  who  was  highly  honoured 
at  the  court  of  Mirza  Ibrahim ,  one  of  lamer- 
lane’s  defcendants.  Mr.  d*  Herbe/ot  tells  a  very 
pleafmg  ftory  of  this  writer,  which  deleryes 
a  place  in  this  effay ;  though,  in  order  to  un- 


*  A  metaphor  taken  from  the  cuftom,  which  prevails 
among  Mahomedans ,  of  turning  their  faces,  when  they  pray, 
towards  the  temple  of  Mecca. 

N  4 
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derftand  it,  we  muft  remember,  that  the  Perjians 
frequently  end  their  couplets  with  the  fame  word*, 
which  is  often  continued  through  a  long  poem  ; 
but  in  that  cafe,  the  rhyme  falls  upon  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fyllable.  “  Catebi ,  fays  he,  having  com- 
pofed  an  Elegy,  each  verfe  of  which  ended  with 
c£  the  word,  Gul,  a  rofe,  or  any  flower ^  repeated 
££  it  to  the  prince  Ibrahim ,  his  Patron ;  who, 
££  being  extremely  delighted  with  it,  could  not 
££  forbear  interrupting  him,  by  faying,  From 
££  what  bower  did  this  tuneful  nightingale  (meaning 
££  the  poet)  take  its  flight  f  that  is,  without  a  me- 
c£  taplior.  In  what  city  were  you  born  f  to  which 
46  Catebi ,  without  hefitation,  replied  in  a  couplet 
££  of  the  fame  meafure  with  the  poem,  and  with 
££  the  fame  rhyme,  as  if  he  had  only  continued 
££  to  read  his  Elegy : 


i*  1 

,jr  y&zj  i^y<>  y-a* 


€C  that  is.  Like  Attar  I  came  from  the  rofe-garden 

££  of  Nifhapor ;  but  1  am  only  the  thorn  of  that 
garden ,  and  Attar  was  its  mojl  beautiful 
flower  P 


This  diftich,  though  delivered  extempore,  is 
at  leaf!  equal  to  any  of  the  reft  in  fpirit  and  ele* 
gance.  The  poem  conftfts  of  about  thirty-five 
couplets,  the  firft  of  which  is  the  following : 


f  Attar  a  Perjian  poet,  author  of  the  Pendnama . 
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i»5 


that  is  ;  Again  the  rofe  advances  towards  the 
bower  with  an  hundred  leaves  ;  like  the  narcijfus , 
A  A  charming  object  to  every  difcerning  eye . 

In  the  fixteenth  and  f event eenth  Centuries ,  under 
,  the  family  of  S<?/£,  the  Perfian  language  began  to 
lofe  its  ancient  purity,  and  even  to  borrow  fome 
of  its  terms  from  the  Turkijh ,  which  was  com¬ 
monly  fpoken  at  Court.  As  to  the  modern  dia¬ 
led,  no  fpecimen  of  it  needs  be  produced,  fince 
the  Life  of  Nader  Shah ,  which  was  written  in 
Perfian  about  fourteen  years  ago,  and  tranflated 
into  French  by  the  author  of  this  Volume,  may  be 
confulted  in  the  original  by  the  learned  reader. 
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PIECES 

RELATIVE  TO  THE 

FRENCH  TRANSLATION. 


EPITRE  DEDICATO I  RE 

/ 

A  SA  MAJESTE 

CHRETIEN  VII. 

/ 

ROI  du  DANNEMARK  et  de  laNORWEGUE, 

& c.  Si c.  &c. 

I 


SIRE, 

UNE  Traduction,  faite  par  les  Ordres  de 
Votre  Majelie,  emprunte  fon  luftre  des 
auguftes  aufpices  fous  lefquels  elle  a  ete  entreprife ; 
daignez  done  fouffrir,  que  laiiiant  a  mon  auteur 
Penthoufiafme  de  la  flatterie  orientale,  je  ne  fade 
mention  de  fon  Heros  que  pour  relever  un  con- 
trade  qui  m’a  frappe.  C’eft  au  fucceffeur  legitime 
d’une  fuite  de  Ptois,  auffi  anciens.qiPilluftres,  que 
je  prefente  ce  Nader  Cha h,  ufurpateur,  &  (Tune 
origine  obfeure.  Le  crime  &  la  terreur  con- 
duifirent  ce  fameux  guerrier  a  la  fortune,  par 
line  voie  remplie  d’allarmes  &  de  dangers. 

L’admi- 
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L5  admiration  &  la  confiance  des  peuples,  dcja 
fixees  an  pied  du  trone  de  Votre  Majefte,  lui 
ouvrenfc  une  carriere  auili  brillante  qu’heureufe. 
Nader  craignit  la  lumiere  du  favoir,  Sc  tacha  de 
detruire  les  fciences  dans  fes  etafcs;  Votfe  Majefte, 
veritable  appreciatrice  du  genie,  lui  confiera  Ians 
peine  les  annales  de  Son  regne.  II  fuffira  a  Ses 
hiftoriens  d’etre  eclaires  &  fideles  ;  ils  ne  feront 
pas  obliges,  comine  celui  de  Nader,  de  donner 
au  deftru&eur  le  mafque  du.  conquerant  ;  a 
Poppreffeiir  ces  magnifiques  litres  que  la  bouche 
fervile  accorde,  &  que  le  coeur  honnete  refufe  a 
PInjuftice,  &  a  la  tyrannic.  Mais,  Sire,  fi 
cPautres  ont  Phonneur  d’acliever  le  contrafte  que 
j’ebauche,  &  de  faire  fentir  a  la  pofterite  la 
difference  qu’il  y  a  entre  la  baffeffe  de  P adulation 
&  le  pur  encens  de  la  verite,  j ’aural  du  moins 
Pavantage  de  les  avdir  devances  dans  une  route, 
que  la  gloire  de  Votre  Nom  rendra  fi  facile, 
ainfi  que  dans  le  zele,  &  le  tres  profond  refpedt 
avec  lefquels  je  fuis, 


De  Votre  Majeste, 

* 


Le  tres  humble  du 


ires  obeijjant  fermteurr  % 

WILLIAM  JONES* 


FRENCH  TRANSLATION. 


Preface  a  la  traduction  Frangoife. 

\  '  ’ 

Ci  E  T  Ouvrage  point  entierement  in- 

•t  connu  ;  un  *  Auteur  Anglois,  dans  Eagre-  *  Han- 
able  recit  de  fes  voiages,  a  fait  mention  d’uneway* 
vie  de.  Nader  Chah,  ecrite  en  Perfan ;  mais,  il 
ajoute,qu?i!eft  pen  probable  qu’ ell  eparoiife  jamais 
en  Europe.  En  effet,  pour  que  le  public  fut 
enrichi  de  ce  rare  prefent,  il  a  fallu  que  le  deftin. 
le  lit  tomber  entre  les  mains  dJun  Roi  diftingue 
par  fon  amour  pour  les  Belles  Lettres,  Sc  par  la 
delicatelfe  de  fon  gout;  ce  qui  n?etoit-pas  un 
bonheur  facile  a  prevoir.  Charge  par  les  ordres 
de  ce  Monarque  de  traduire  &  de  publier  ce 
manufcrit,  je  defir.erois  de  mon  cote  pouvoir 
fatisfaire  Je  lecteur,  en  lui  donnant  une  parfaite 
connoiifance  de  P  auteur  que  je  traduis  ;  mais, 
mes  recherches  a  cet  egard  ai’ant  ete  vaines,  il 
faut  qu’il  fe  contente  de  mon  opinion,  j’avoiie 
d'abord,  que  je  ne  fuis  pas  de  Pavis  de  Fecri- 
vain  que  je  viens  de  citer,  qui  annonce  mon 
auteur  corame  un  general  on  un  commandant ; 
il  me  paroit  plutot  un  homme  dJun  favoir  pro- 
fond,  cPune  eloquence  agreable,  Sc  parfaitement 
verfe  dans  la  literature  orientale,  ainfi  que  dans 
la  poefie  de  fon  pai's.  Ses  notions  fur  Part  militaire, 
la  maniere  dont  il  decrit  les  batailles  ne  convien- 
nent  nullement  a  un  guerrier ;  elles  s’accordent 
bien  mieux  avec  le  titre  de  Mirza,  qui  ftgnifie 
homme  d’etude,  lorfqubl  precede  le  nom  propre ; 
celui  de  Khan,  qui  sJy  trouve  joint,  prouve  feule- 
ment  que  le  favoir,  en  Alie,  eft  le  chemin  de  la 
fortune,  aulE  bien  que  celui  de  la  gioire.  Com- 
me  il  n’y  a  que  douze  ans  que  cette  hiftoire  a 
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ete  ecrite,  il  eft  probable  que  Mirza  Mohammed 
Mahadi  Khan  de  Mazenderan  vit  encore,  a  moins 
qu’i!  n’ait  peri  dans  quelque  danger  femblable  a 
ceux  qu*il  decrit,  Sc  qui  etoient  ft  frequens  dans 
fa  patrie  aux  terns  malheureux  qu’il  deplore : 
cependant  le  recit  de  ces  rebellions  perpetuelies, 
fouvent  compliquees,  &  renouvellees  auflltot 
qu’appaifees,  a  quelque  chofe  de  fee  Sc  de  fati- 
guant.  L’ auteur  Fa  fenti  lui-meme  ;  ainft, 
lorfqu’il  n’a  pas  eft  des  evenemensjfgrands  Sc 
frappants  a  raconter,  il  a  tache  de  faire  fupporter 
la  minutie,  Sc  meme  quelquefois  Fobfcurite,  de  fa 
narration  par  des  morceaux  de  poefie  Perfanne 
auffi  bien  choifts  que  places.  Ces  effais  de 
Rhetorique  orientale  font  fur  tout  admirables 
dans  les  deferiptions  variees  du  printems,  qu’il 
donne  an  commencement  de  chaque  annee,  8c 
•  dans  lefquelles,  en  general,  il  fait  allufton  a  ce 
qui  s’y  eft  paffe  de  plus  remarqilable.  Get  ouv- 
rage  doit  natureliement  intereffer  le  public,  & 
attacher  le  lecleur ;  les  faits  en  font  ft  recens, 
qu’ils  lie  fauroient  etre  effaces  de  notre  memoire, 
8c  n’ai’ant  pas  perdu  leur  degre  de  chaleur  par 
line  froide  recherche  dans  des  ftecles  recules,  ils 
ne  fe  prefen  tell  t  a  nous  qu’avec  ces  charmes,  Sc 
cette  importance  que  la  verite  Sc  F  authenticity 
donnent  aux  moindres  evenemens. 

A  pres  avoir  ainft  rendu  juftice  a  in  on  auteur, 
je  ferai  plus  concis  fur  cc  qui  me  regarde  moi- 
meme  Sc  ma  tradudtion.  Je  dois  d’abord  affurer 
le  leffeur,  que  j’ai  tache  de  lui  donner  une  idee 
exaefte  deForiginal  Perfan,  en  le  traduifant  aufti 
literalement  qu’il  in’ a  ete  poffible  ;  en  cela  j’ai 
fuivi  Sc  mes  ordres  Sc  in  on  inclination.  Nous 
avons  affez  d’htftoires  Aftatiques  habillees  a  FEu- 
rppeene,  j’ai  laiffe  a  celle«ci  fes  ornemens  natu- 
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rels :  je  n’ai  orne  aucun  detail ;  j’ai  fuivi  Pele- 
vation  ou  FabaifTeinent  du  Ryle/  coinme  je  les 
ai  trouves.  Le  peu  de  mots  que  je  puis  avoir 
ajoutes  n’ont  ete  que  pour  ecarter  des  ambiguites 
attachees  a  la  difference  d’idiomes  ;  je  n’ai  re- 
tranche  que  dans  les  endroits  ou  les  allufions 
etoient  ou  trop  abfurdes  pour  nous  ;  que  quand 
les  expreffions  a  force  d’etre  outrees  devenoient 
ridicules  a  l’imagination  calme  de  nos  climats. 
Si  j’ai  hazarde  de  donner  une  tradudion  rimee 
des  vers  que  j’ai  trouve  dans  le  corps  de  cette 
Hiftoire,  j’en  ai  ajoute  une  literale  a  la  fin  de 
chaque  partie. 

\  , 

On  trouvera  dans  mes  Notes  un  index  Geo- 
graphique  des  principals  villes  &  provinces  dont 
cet  ouvrage  fait  mention,  mais  j’ai  ete  force  de 
paffer  fous  lilence  ce  qui  concerne  plufieurs 
tribus,  villages,  &  fortereffes,  dont  on  ne  voit 
nulle  trace  dans  les  livres  de  geographie  orientale 
quej’  ai  confulte. 

Quant  au  traite  fur  la  poefie  Afiatique  que  j’ai 
ajoute  a  cette  hiftoire,  comme  une  efpece  de 
commentaire  fur  le  gout  poetique  dans  lequel 
elle  eft  ecrite,  s5il  s’y  trouve  quelques  erreurs, 
j’en  appelle  au  jugement  impartial  du  ledeur 
favant;  il  confiderera  fans  doute  combien  il  etoit 
difficile  d’entendre  parfaitement  des  Odes  dont 
le  ton  fublime  Sc  charge  d’ornemens  embarralle 
meme  ceux  dans  la  langue  defquels  dies  font 
ecrites,  furtout  etant  prive  du  fecours  d’un  bon 
commentaire,  ft  neceffaire  dans  .ces  occafions. 
Au  refte,  comme  il  m’a  ete  prefcrit  d’ecrire  cet 
ouvrage  en  Francois,  j’efpere  qu’on  excufera  la 
temerite  que  j’ai  eft  en  entreprenant  une  tra- 
dudign  fi  diflicile  dans  une  langue  qui  n’eft  pas 
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ma  langue  naturelle.  Je  ne  dirai  pourtant  point 
avec  1c  Remain,  qui  publia  un  ouvrage  Grec,  que 
j’ai  commis  des  fautes  volontaires,  atm  queiles 
fiffent  connoitre  quelle  etoit  ma  patrie  ;  au  con- 
traire,  j’avoue  que  je  n’ai  rien  oublie  pour  me 
mettre  en  etat  d’offrir  un  ftyle  correct ;  que  j’ai 
re^u  avec  empreffement  tous  les  avis  qui  m’ont 
ete  donnes  a  ce  fujet,  &  accepte  avec  reconnoif- 
fance  les  fecours  qui  m’ont  ete  offerts. 


A  Londres 
1770. 


CHRISTIANUS 


I  - 


CHRISTIANUS  VII. 


REX  D  A  N  I  JE, 


G  E  O  R  G  I  O  III. 


MAGNiE  BRITANNIA  REGI,  S.  D. 


F^HRI STIANU S  Septimus,  Dei  gratia,  rex 
^  Dania ,  Norvegia,  Vandalorum ,  Gothorumque \ 
dux  Slefvici ,  Holfatia,  Stormaria ,  atque 
marfia,  comes  in  Oldenburg  ac  Delmenhorjl ,  &c. 
&c.  Sereniilimo  ac  potentillimo  principi  domino 
Georgia  Tertio ,  eadem  gratia,  Magnet  Britannia , 
Francia ,  et  Hibernia  regi,  fidei  defenfori,  duci 
Brunfvicenji ,  et  Luneburgenji ,  Sacri  Romani  Impe¬ 
rii  Archithefaurario,  et  Eleclori,  dec.  drc.  fratri, 
ailini,  et  confanguineo,  et  amico  noftro  carif- 
fimo,  falutem  !  Sereniffime  et  potentiilime  prim 
ceps,  fra  ter,  afllnis,  confanguinee,  et  amice  carif- 
fime  !  Annuentes  precibus  fubditi  cujufdam 
Majeftatis  Veftrae,  viri  eruditi,  et  linguarum  Orb 
ends  peritiffimi,  Collegii  Academic  Qxonienhs 
Socii  Gz//.  Jones,  qui  nobis  defider  antibus,  opus 
h  ijlor  i cum  Hit  a  Nader  i  Shah  e  Rerfico  in  G  alii  cum 
idioma  a  fe  magnd  cum  diligentid  tranjlatum  nuper 
in  lucem  emijit ,  eoque  labore  feliciter  exantlato* 
expectation!  noftras  ex  affe  fatisfaciens  calculum 
noftrom  meruit,  hoc  ei  noftree  benevolently 
teftimonium,  quod  a  nobis  fibi  dec  exit  er  expetiits 
denegare  noiuimus,  fed  amicitia  Majeftatis  Veftrae 
in  nos  fincera  feed  eundem  dementia  ei  benevolentia 
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itjus  retire  ^  pro  co  quo  ipfa  bonus  litci  as ,  ct  earii/p 
cultores  profequi  dignatur ,  favor e  exhnio ,  de  mehari 
commendatum  ejje  * 'amice  et  fraternb  cupimus  /  /rtf* 
iiam  eo  nomine  Majejlati  T  eftr &  infignem  habitun^ 
et  ft  qua  in  re  pojfumus ,  r^erre  paratijjimi  ;  cm, 
quod  reliquum  eft,  divini  numinis  tutelam  ad 
perenne  fummce  felicitatis  incrementum  toto 
animo  apprecamur.  Dabantur  in  regia  noftra 
Chrijilanburg  die  XV.  mcnfis  Februarii. ,  anno  1771 
regnique  noftri  fexto. 

M AJESTAT1S  VESTRY 
Bonus  Frater,  Affinis, 

Confanguineus  et  Amicus, 


CHRISTIAN. 

Ad  Regem  Magnse  Britannise, 

Dominum  Georgium  IIL 


O  S  T  E  No 


1 
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A  MONSIEUR 

MONSIEUR  LE  BARON  OSTEN, 


MONSIEUR, 

SOUFFREZ  que  je  vous  temoigne  ma  re- 
connoiffance  pour  la  flatteufe  diftindion 
dont  Sa  Majefte  a  bien  voulu  m9  honorer.  Je 
regarde  commc  un  des  plus  grands  bonheurs  de 
ma  vie  d’etre  ne  dans  le  liecle  d’un  Roi,  qui  fait 
employer  et  recompenfer  les  talens.  De  combien 
ce  bonheur  n’augmenteroit-il  pas,  li  mes  deffeins 
et  mes  occupations  dans  ma  patrie,  me  permet- 
toient  d’aller  me  jetter  aux  pieds  de  Sa  Majefte, 
et  de  contempler  dans  fa  Capitale  le  fecond  re- 
nouvellement  des  Lettres  et  des  Beaux  Arts. 
Dependant,  d’ici  meme,  je  ne  perdrai  jamais  de 
vue  les  influences  propices  que  fa  protedion  re* 
pand  fur  le  favoir,  et  ft  je  vis  aifez  pour  finir 
VHtJloire generate  de  ceSiecle ,  ouvrage,quej’ai  pro- 
jette  depuis  long  terns,  ce  fera  au  nom  de  CHRE¬ 
TIEN  VII.  que  je  croirai  devoir  fon  vrai  luftre. 
Permettez-moi,  Monfieur,  d’ajouter  en  ce  lieu 
une  reflexion  qui  m’a  frappe  en  recevanfc  ie 
diplome,  par  lequel  Sa  Majefte  m’  agrege  a  Sa 
Socle te  Roiale  des  Sciences.  On  ne  fauroit,  en 
voi'ant  un  tel  afile  des  belles  lettres  s’elever  dans 
un  empire  du  nord,  s’empecher  d’admirer  les 
decrets  de  la  providence  dans  la  revolution  des 
evenemenso  Ce  fut  de  la  Gothie  que  fortirent 

1’effaim 
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Feffaim  de  courageux  guerriers,  qui  eteignirenfc 
la  lumiere  du  favoir  dans  FEurope  en  arrachant 
aux  Romains  F  empire  du  monde  ;  e’eft  dans  ces 
memes  regions  que  le  fayoir  revit  fous  les  aufpices 
d’un  Monarque  qui  I’apprecie,  et  le  protege. 

J’ai  Fhonneur, 


Monfieur,  d’etre  votre  tres  humble, 
et  ires  obeiffant  Serviteur, 


r 

1 2  Mai  1771. 


W.  J  O  N  E  S. 


E  R  R  A  T  A. 

Intr.  vi.  for  Abet  man  read  J  her  man. 
xx.  lin.  13.  for  <were  read  are . 
xxiii.  line  20.  for  Tibet  read  Bndakhjhan. 
page  43.  lin.  7.  dele  his  before  Mejhed . 

1 1 8.  line  21 .  for  deferted  read  ^went  over. 
1 60.  lin.  17.  for  656  read  636. 

176.  lin.  6.  for  heads  read  hands . 
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